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NEW YEAR GREETING.

In sending” New Year greetings: to
' iis patrons and resders, The Observer
i -momlr wishes for each prosperity,
happinesy and usefulness during 1919.
There should exist between writer and
_ reader & mutual interest and a mutual
understanding, and we trust that in
the past, we have advanced some
thought or championed some Ideal
which has struck a responsive chord
and led to Mutual benefit. Where sor-
row hag laid its hand, we extend sym-
pathy; where happiness has shed its
light, we catch the refiection of its
_rays. And in the language of Dick-
ens’ Tiny Tim in “Christmas Carols”
we say, “God bless us every one.”
Would we be happy and contented
during the ecoming days, we should
seak to be useful; we should catch the
inspiration of seryice. Material suc-

CBEs may crown our efforts, fame m’l

* be won, lmhluon may be gratified, but |
after all, in these things, only self is

.

,qig,, m ‘wirs and rumors of
wmnmu-numm peace ahall
relgn, is it to be & lasting peace? Who
ean tell? Men flushed with victory
and puffed up br the scclaim of their
follows may forget the straight puath,

" |and from arrogance go to self-seeking,

and from self-seeking to desire for
conquest, and 50 by stages back to
war, It would be well for the rulers,
statesmen, leaders and llplomlt,, when
they go lnto the pesce conference, Lo
have ever in their houghts the words
of Paul:  “It {s mot expedient for me
dodbtiess to glory, * * * For when
1 am weak, tben am I strong.”

MR. WILSON AT MANCHESTER.
President Wilson visited Manchest-
r, England, Monday and he was giv-
en the freedom of the city and more
speclally made to feel at home than at
any place in Europe he has yet vis.
ited. Thig is accounted for by the
fact that Manchester, which is in the
heart of England, is the most demo-
cratic eity in the kingdom. The gener.
sl atmosphere of all the proceedings
was intimate and friendly, and often
the people got near enough to shake
his hand.

An Assoclated Press correspondent
| says in regard to the Manchester vis-
[it: “No other audlence during his
| European appearance has absorbed
ll.lm President's utterances so eagerly,
| 0 understandingly, and so quickly re-
sponded to his every important point.

No other sudlence has resembled so
|notlcenbly the character and types
of people to whom the President
has been accustomed to speéak at
home. Perhaps this was because Lan-
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hmd citles will be thus relieved.
It is understood that the cargoes on

Weat. Whether meat or corn, the
story will be the same. In other words,
the rallways will share with inland
watarways the overtaxed burdens of
fteight. The development of Southern
ports is sell-evident  if the plans
measure up to the proznm

Right here we see the great advan-
tage to be derived from the plan of
shipping from the nearest port and the
determination to have the freight
moved speedily There iz much en-
couragement to be gotten also for the
friends of inland waterway utiliza-
tion in the action of the Railroad Ad-
ministration to take steps that . .will
really move things promptly and do
away with congested freight condi-
tions. The inland waterways have had
but litle showing in the past, but it
seems as if the shackles are being
removed and the way made open for
these natural channels of transporta-
tion. !

In the meantime it will be interest-
ing to note the opposition that will

comeg from the North and East, now
lt.].'mt Southern ports are going to be
utilized. These sections are jealous

ministered to, and self, feeding on self, | | cashire has contributed 86 many cit- | of the South’s even having a few mil-

brings the ashes of discontent. Imour

Llmms to the United States and has|

‘strivings during the year 1919, let us Such close connections and follows

bear in mind the words of Him who
never man spake, “l came
not to be ministered unto but to min-|

spake as

ister.”

true, success In life.
Dear readers, we wish you well, and

8 "i trust that we can prove the sin-

 the wish by serving you faith-
acceptably during the year

1918——1919.

the fighting 185 concerned.|

remain the battle of brain, !

repression of selfishness, the ef-!

h #0 think and act that Justice!

prevail and Right may be the

,m star at the peace conferences'
and in the reconstruction councils,

We shall not attempt to review the

Wh of 1918 events. That were

mmamkhwrabmmee,rmmmmm. Sacsle ol
ﬂ'lilla

smoke of battle has not yet
way sufficiently to get a com-|

! ‘yiew of the situation. We|
g mow

tplolhl!ﬂmelhllthe

'-‘-'wﬂlmt world cahmityhu

.beén removed, and that over fertile

flelds Jaid wasts, cities razed and rain-

'd, homes made desolate, valleys nnd
Mlll dotted wilth graves, the sun of |
"'thlhiningonce more. God grant.
. that the clouds of war and hatred and|
'Nﬂﬂu and barbarism may no more
t] The world wants mung
o . The world needs lasting peace. |
"/ In the year 1918 a great victory at,
= arms was won by the Aljed Poters
y l.hl Central Powers. But in the|

1919 & geater victory yet must,
wpnu he world is t6 be safe for
lglss oo gpoy and world-wide,

0 ar 4arylce to others must.

There we have the secret of|

American affairs with keener interest
than most European countries.”

The most important pronounce-
ment of the President's Manchester
speech and the Associated Press
says, the most jmportant he has made
|in England, was that the United
| States would make no covenant with

powers. This was not lost upon his
hearers. In other words Mr. Wilson |-
showed at Manchester that he and
the goyernmgnt he repesents have no
wmmumpmwu
uddnl ulqﬂnb

the’ l@umm'tlm
peace compact to be made, There have
| been carping eritics and enemies who
rh'ahdmmchlmdthnur Wil
{son was going to Europe with some-
| thing up his sleeve, and that he could
| not be trusted.

One thing has been very noticeable
|in the great gatherings in Europo
which have seen and heard Mr. Wil
18on: The PIQPLII have shown mark
| ed enthusinsm and seemed deeply im-
lmmﬂvmnaumutmim-ramlmuo
;say that Mr Wilson's enemies haye
!ulanmmmmmmmm

Eumpe were enthusiastic over the
| President’s visit. It is natural that
| they should ,be because he has been
‘praclaimed the people's friend and the
champion of thelr rights. He has
stood consistently for warld-wide
,democracy, and the war against Ger-
| many was a war to break down autoc-
rafy and establish world-wide demoe.
racy. Certainly there can be no cause
| for reproach to Mr. Wilson in the
| fact that “the common people heard
him gladly,” becsuse the doctrine he
| preaches is a doetring suited to the
needs of the people. In Manchester the
audience responded more eagerly and
understandingly to his every {mport-
ant point than any European audience
to which he has spoken. The President
could not have been seeking o pro:
' mulgate any “dangerous,” “socialis-

any powers except one fl M\

]

itary camps, though the South is the
proper location for them, but when
It comes to utilising to the fullest
1Smxl.lu.-ru ports and Southern inland
waterways (that do not connect with
Northern or RKastern waterways)
what a racket will be raised!

LOOKS LIKE TROUBLE AHEAD
+, The indications are that Germany
has 'not ‘been. whipped thoroughly
enough, If the news from Poland he
troe, there is still some work for
the Allled forces™to do. Two stories
come from Poland‘of rioting‘and mur

der, “whiich ‘should bE clensed _“'4“‘
after being cleared up, a remedy
thould be applied.

On Sunday Iast, killing and plun-
dering were done in Pesen, Polanl.
One story is that ‘Germans raided
Jewish houses killing 30 persons and
wounding many. It is reported "hat
the Jewish synagogue was destroyed
The ' Berlin newspapers, howevcer,
print accounts of Lhe affair as trouhle
between the Jews and Poles, not Ger-
mans. They have it that the Jews
fired on the Poles frem the syna-
gogue, whereupon the Poles directed
ertillery fire against the building, de:
stroying it The GCerman papecs
print long stories of this Jewish-Po-
lish trouble and add that Germang, in
the mix-up, were attacked and robbed
in the streeis.

A story come# from Warsaw, how-
ever, that Cerman soldiers started the
lrouble in Posen. This version of the
ufinir is' that German roldiers rocruit-
ed in Poland, angered at the recsp
tion given Padérewski by the Doles,
formed a counter parade shouting,
"Posen is a German town." They
tore down flags of the Allies and sang
“Die Wacht am Rhine” and “Deutsch
iand uber Alles.” This actiom, it is
said, the Poles naturally resented, and
fighting followed.

We are inclined to rhink that the
Polish story is the true one. it is
exactly in accord with the German

| character and with the past course
of the Germans fo start trouble snd|

put the blam® for the siarting on oth-
or  shoulders. The Germans have
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*|had invaded "

* | “victorlous-defeated.”

?uu to -pub a counter revolu-
tion"in Onnn" f, the Allled forces
behind & floe:
ing German army and set up military
rvle in Berlin, wa would have heard
nothing of German aggressivenose, of
Germany, of
retyrned German froops warching
through the streets of Germsn towns
with bands playing “Deutschiand nher
Alles.” Is it golng to be necessary
for. the Allies to finish the uncom-
pleted defsat of Germany, to literally
cinsh (hese peoaple to eartl 89 fhat
thoy can do mo more devilment, not
only in the way of active aggrdssion
against thelr defenseless neighbors,
but in underhanded methods and in-
trigue with such countries as Russia?
The Allies may count on one thing—
if they do not keep a very tight rein
on Germany, Germany is yet going to
do a vast amount of harm through
the Bolsheviki ¢f Ruossia. °

THE SODIERS AS FARMERS

As all of our readers doubtles are
aware, a plan hag been launched for
the governmemt of the United Hiates
to place many of the soldiers ryturncd
from Europe on Jandd now lying
waste, in order that these soldiers miay
not only become independent eitizens,
but may help ta build up the cowotry
and develop agfioulture. It is not
for us to criticige the plan, for wise
and experienced heads have been at
work on it, angd they doubtless know
what they are about. But great care
should be takem, that mo element of
graft or exploiting shall enter into the
business—not mlt or exploiting on
ike part of the Gevernment, but on the
part of land owmers and land ‘agents
to make a nioe gpeck by the' sala of
lond which hss heretofore m, a
drug on thauuﬂat ltmum
tended that swesly no findividual or
combine would geck to ;nft on 80
worthy an king as ome fo
furnish homes. far ‘who ha
faught. for. their m mm
efice proves. %mh ‘wers
done during the progress of the war,
and it is natural to presume that they
will be attempted, in the urrrln: out
of the present plan, \

This soldiers' land project s gn!nc
to cost the Government millions o
dollars, gven though it is simply an
sxperiment, and Uncle Sam should be
chary leat he fall into the hands of
designing men, who, through greed of
gain, would unload on him, thereby
not only giving a, set-back to the pro-
ject, but piscing, the soldier-farmers
on worthless lsnd which no experi-
enced farmer would touch.

Ot coutse the. soldler-farmer plan

js praised as a wise movement and
one peffectly feasible, but the public
is ‘always quick to endorse big pro-
jects without stopping to imvestigate,
while the desi ones *naturally
make it their busi to boost where
they see something for them. Let
Unicle Sam go slow and act on his own
hook in this land ‘business, without
dny assistance from *purely disinter-
ested” parties, and he will mo doubt
soan find that he is on the right track,

WTHE COAL.MINES HAVE BEEN
DESTROYED,”

Herbert C. Hoover, il & report on

‘graves and to our children in our

are acts of barbarlsm

the whole populstion of &  country
which God requires that man, as his
agent, shall demand account for from

the doers. God made the trees, the'

land, the coal for the uga of His chil-
dren, and woé be to that nation which,
with hatred In thelr hearts, shall ruth-
lessly destroy them.

When & bill of damages id to be
paid, the first eusential is to settle on
whoismwit lndthaneltllto
collect {t. Gerald “Btanley Lee, writ-

ing In the Saturday Evening Post; has|é

the correst idea. He says:
“The main fact about the Germans

—the fact out of which all the other |

facts: have to bé drawn gnd used—Is
that the German peopls, individually
and collectiyely, are the people to send
the bill to {\r this war; and anything
the Ge «expect of us or that we
expect of them in dealing with them
that does mot put this fact first is go-
ing to prove to be sentimental and
reckless—an act of treason (o some
millions of dead soldlers In thsir

homes * * * * After all what
real reason is there why we should
single out the Kaiser from eighty mil-
lion Germans and send the bill te him,
to try to get a bill paid by a ghost or
by & dissolving mist of a Kaiser? Why
should forty nations in settling up for
this work put off with one Kaiser? The
Kaiser is just & typical German. Heis
what any Germanwould be if he counld.
There are eighty million Kaisers in
Germany, and we should go along the
row of them one after the other until
the ‘war ig settled up for. We may
say it sadly and without wrath and we
may think of them as being in a pi-
teous state now, but they got there by
being bullies dhd by bootlicking to
bullies. They are not giving us the
glightest sign today that they know it;
they ave mot even gorry. * * ¢ It
ls & scandal for the German noonlo to

m@d@!m

ries in forty nations, Ourkaku he'

did it,” and then expect calmly to make

treaties on equal terms with the people|

in other nations, as if the German na-

tion were a great vague- heautiful| .

glant-angel natiom, appealing fo a
world in the tragic dignity of a great
defeat! * * ¢ Why should the
German nation do wrong, heap up self-
indulgence and mordl cowardice, hav-
Ing all the fun of sowing the wind for
& hundred years—and then calmly ex-
pect forty nations to steép in and reap
her whirlwind for hef? * ¢ #%
They deliberately have stood up and
encodraged their Knlsen. * * *
The tons of the Kalser's spesches for!
thirty years is all anybody needs to
know about eighty million people.
They stood it The fuct that they
atood it is tha main fact America has
to face in arriving at the practical
ways of dealing with the R

Mr. Lee writes yery plainly, but ha
writes truthfully and justly. The Ger-
man people, individually and collect-
fvely, should be'fuade to pay for the
destruction they have done, Bomebody
must pay for it—why not the destroy-
ers? Germany has not suffered from
the war except in the just slaying of
thousands of her brutal soldiérs, Let
her pay from now on, and if she has
to sweat blood in the paying it will
be the better for the world and for her

| own people. A severe weasure of suf:

tmn;uwhnthaﬂemnmﬂew

It may bring repentance, mmm

which they héve not shows #o far.
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Surplue and profits.. ..

DEPOBITS., ... ...
'Dividend’ ageount. .,
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$3,228,401.87
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_'Mfllan, Cashier; T. M .Shaw, Asst. Cashier; R, 1. Holland, Jr, As:
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" We wi-h to extend to our frh'udund patrons

the season’s greetings

We hope to make 1919 the blglﬂt year in our
history.

We are addmg from time to time new lines
quwew;llbeghdtounenll

We have just put in a large stock of WALL
PAPER—ALL KINDS, SHADES AND TYPES.
THIS IS THE BIGGEST AND MOST ASSORT-
ED STOCK and your taste can be satisfied and the
prices are so reasonable they will surprise you.
' Ahoecarloud of churns, earthen ware, pick-
le jars, preserve jars, flower pots, all sizes, and
many useful articles in this line,

When in need of anything call phone 40 or
32. _,Wa'hawmph‘onuinwdcru give better

service.
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Over 00 iﬂ.es' and
Horses Just Arrived

All size mules and a good a;asoﬂmeﬁtof homeg.

SIX CARLOADS OF EXTRA BIG MULESIN
THRLOT
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