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SUMMARY OF NEWS
For the Week ending Feb. 17, 1874.

REIGN.

U'p to Feb. 13th, 325 Conservative and 252
rerals and Home Rulers have been elected to
new Parliament; 253 Conservatives have been
cterd in England alone; in Seotland the Liberals
1 Hlome Rualers are 26 aheud of the Conserva-
ps in breland.—There was a serious election
t on the 12th near the town of Stourbridge,
reestershire; the police were unable to quell
. disturbance and called upon the military, who
qursed the rioters; a number of persons were
ured; the Conservatives elected 15, and the
Lerale 11.—The bark Candross foundered and
iy of the persons on board - were lost.—Lord
-ux'-g- 1. Hamilton and Mr. Cross, Conservatives,
vo bees elécted from Middlesex by overwhelm-
¢ mujorities; the county was last represented by
tonservative ad a Liberal.—Schneider, Presi-
ot of the French Corps Legislatif under the last
nperor, has had a_ stroke of apoplexy.—The
rk Pulcinella, from New York for Bristol, with
argo of 15,000 bushels of wheat, went ashore at
atle Townsend, Ireland, and sunk; twelve of
+ erew were drowned.—A Lishon dispateli says
How fever is unsbated at Rio and cholera is
singe in MBoeuos Ayres.—The German barque
reules has been wreeked and 11 of the crew
rished.

IMESTIC,

The whiskey war enntinues with severe fury;
Shelby, Ohio, one hundred ladies were grosaly
cilted o the street by a saloon keeper with a
Yor—An election held in Lucas county, Ohio.
the 12th, for a successor to ChivfJustice Wauite
the constitmtional convention, resulted in the
oice df Gen. Jumes B Steedman, Independent
smoceat. over W. Barber, regular Republican.—
. Woodson issued a proclamation at St. Louis,
4. 1th, offering srewand of ten  thousand dol-
re 8 piece, dead or alive, for the men who robibed
e passenger express and mail train on the Iren
onnmin R RB., at Gad's Hill, Jun. 31st; in ad-
vin ta this it i2 snderstood the Governor of
kxnsas has offered $2.500 and the Post Office

vpartinent  $H.000, making an  aggreeate of
7.500,—At a meeting of prominent citizens o
mtont, om the 12th, it was proposed to make the
asenm of  Zoology at Cambric a memorial
ontent of Prof. Agassiz.—At Milwaukie, the
piseopal convention adjourncd  after midnight,
iling w elect & Bishop; the election will take
wee i June next, at the annval mecting of the
foeese: the contest is between High, Low and
ivualism.—The stenmship Gulf Stream, from Bal-
iore for Flavana and New Orleans, arrived st
vy West, Feb. 12th, and reports that during her
esage a fire hroke out in the hold and bun..'-d
v duvs, and despite the exertions of the captain
2 erew much of her valuable cargo was destroy-
i the vossel is but’ little injured. as the cargo
s contingd 1o the hald.—The Connnittee of New
ork Aldermen have made another ineffeetual
warch for the remaing of Nathauiel French, Ma-
wie Gramd Master, who was buried in the Pot-
rafiohl,—T. B. Brockway. proprietor of the New
ork Hotel, is dead.—In the *Albany Assembly a
otion to withidraw State appropriations from all
cademies under the c-umm{ of religious or denom-
ationad secieties, which make religious profession
Yest of admission, has heen  defeated.—Couneil
. 1. of Sovereigns of Tudustry, was organized in
1. Lonis, on Wednesday, 11th: this is the first
‘hordinate council of the order organized in the
Vest.—The New York Senate has agreed to a
esolution passed by the Assembly to rescind the
.|-‘-minlmuul of Uomitiissioners to the Centenuial
x hihition.

REVIEW OF THE MARKETS
‘or the Week ending Feb. 17, 1874,

LaverrooL. Feb. ll.—(hmnn—umnds_ 7% to
Jd: arleans 83 to 83d; sales of 15,000 bales, includ-
ng 2,000 bhales for S]n‘culaﬁml and export. (lotton
o arrive 1-16 dearer.  Sales of uplands, nothing
wiow good ordinary, shipped in February and
March, #d; sales of orleans, nothing below good
rdinary. shipped in January and February, 2id.

Fob..l'.!.—-{:ultun quicter. Uplands 73d.; Or-
vans =+ to Sgd.  Sales of 12,000 bales, including
L0 1o speculators. Uplands, not below good or-
linary shipped February and March 74d. Uplands
ot below ‘:sw middlings, shipped February and
\March 7 15-16d. .

Feb. 13.—Cotton toarrive 1-164. cheaper—sales

widdling uplands, not below good ordinary, ship-
ped J auuur‘v and February, 7 13-16d. Yarus aud
abrice at Mahchester steady.
" Nrw Youk, Feb. ll.——G}q;ld 112§ to 1123 (::'rov-
srnment securities strong and ecoasiderable doing.
Cotton weak at 16 to 168 cents.  Southern flour
steady with a moderate demand at $6 =0 to §7 55
fur common fo fuir extra and §7 90 to $11 for good
to choice. Wheat dull and 1 to 2 cents lower.
Corn dull and 1 to 2 cents lower; sales at =2 to =3
conts for western yellow. Pork heayy—new mess
g16. Beef unch Spirits ttgrntme heavy
at 40§ ceuts. n steady at $2 60.

Feb. 12 —Cotton weak. Uplands 16 cents; Or-
leans 168 cents. Futures o as follows: }.-‘phm-_
ary 154 to 15 3-16; March 15 7-16; April 16 1-16;
May 164 to 16 9-16. Flour quiet and unchanged.

Wheat dull and drooping. Corn quiet and heavy.
Pork heavy—mess $16. Spirits tine hea)'y
at 404 cenis. Rosin firm—$2 6010 65 for strain-

Gold 112¢. Government
advanced to 1128 1w
' and active.

flour

ed. Freights steady.
bonds strong and active.
Feb. 13.—Gold firm and
1124. Government bonds are
Cotton nominal at 164 to 16§ cents.

dull and 5 to 10 cents lower—common to fair extra
r?ﬁm'ﬁm to choice §7 80 to $11. Wheat
ull and 1 to 2 cents Jower, with few buyers,

mdinmmdmadﬂ’lmﬁ)r*hiw
B15 750 816 24, Rt uachanged. Spirite Lur
Sw > u 5
pontfme heavy at 49 cents. Rosin heavy at §2 55.
WiLMiNGTON, Feb. 11: irits turpentione

cents; market quiet and . Rosin st £15
for strained. Cruode 1 Market

Tor

#2 20 for hard and §3 20 for yellow dip.
mphhl.:marku?u-dy. émdn?u.mb:
market quiet and firm. .

Feh. 12.—Spirits turpentine 46 cents; market
active and firm. Rosin §2 10. Crude tnr?ﬁné
32 20 for hard, and $3 20 for yellow dip. Tar §2
30 § bbl. —No transactions reported; mid-
dling and striet wanted—none on market;
!Nl'induh-m_ : firm, e
Feb. 13.—Spirits t at 454 ;

uia.!i; Rnﬁnn'%l&)ﬁ;utrﬂned;

|ru w li n (3
for hard; market steady. Tuaw:h::nka steady.
Cuttan 143 cents, We quote the market firm.

26 | world’s lease.

Home Circle.

UNDER THE SEAT.

© o}
AN UNEXPECTED RAILROAD ADVENTURE.

“Smoking car, sir?’ asked the polite
porter, as he bore my rugs and minor pack-
ages along the platform. I said yes, and
he made me comfortable, and received his
dime. Then the guard came to look after
my well-being, but got nothing more than
innocent %'raumﬂe, which was perhaps all
he desired. 1 have no doubt that I did
him injustice in attributing his efforts to in-

{ duce a fat old gentleman who was snuffy,

and a middle-aged gentleman enveloped in |
wraps, the lower part of whose face was

covered up like a female Turk’s, an evident

window-shutter—to enter my car in order

to spite me.

Daty to his employers alone made him
endeavor to fill up; but the anxiety to get
as much room as possible for my money
was strong within me, and stirred uncharit-
able suspicions.

You may lead a horse to the water or an
anti-nicotinian old gentleman toa smoking-
car, but you can’t make him get in; and
when each in turn put his head into my
compartment, he jibbed, for some late oc-
cupants of it had been cigar, not pipe-smok-
ers, and it was rather strong. So I was
apparently left alone—alone with all the
comic weeklies, and a modern poem.

The doors were banged to, the engine

whistled, the train began to move, It wonld

not stop again till we got to Peterborough
—so that I was safe to be undisturbed so
far. - There were several seats, and I conld
occupy as many of them as limited number
of members permitted. 1 almost wished
myself an Octopus, to take full advantage
of the sitnation. Calming down, I hnng
up my hat, put on a gaundy piece of needle-
work won in a bazaar raflle; lit my pipe,
cut my papers, and began to enjoy myself.
I sat in the left-hand corner, with my
back to the engine, absorbed in a big law-
suit. Itis great fun to read a crdss-ex-
amination, and watch how a clever lawyer
will make an honest man prejure himself.
“It reads almost like a erime,” I remarked
alond, “but then it is an honorable, lawful,
and beneficial crime. Soldiers kill people’s
bodies, lawvers kill people’s reputations—
all for the good of society in the long run.”

While 1 was nttering the word “run,”
my ankles were grasped suddenly and firm-
1v; thenbefore I could recover from the
shock, they were jerked backward nnder
the seat with such foree that I was thrown
forward sprawling. 1 tried to rise, but my
richt wrist was seized, and the arm twisted
till T was Lelpless, and presently I fonnd
myseclf on the floor of the car, face down-
ward, a sharp knee being scientifieally press-
ed into the small of my back, both arms
fixed belhind me. My elbows were tied to-
gether, and then the knece was removed,
and my ankles were secured. During the
latter operation I kicked and struggled.

“I1wn 7 said a deliberate voice, “that
will be awkward. Let’s sec, ah, these will
do!”

These were my sticks and nmbrella, which
some one proceeded to apply as splints to
the backs of my legs, nsing the straps which
had kept them in a bundle to fix them at
the ankle and above the knee. When he
had dove, I was as lelpless as a trussed
turkey.

Then 1 was turned over carefully and
tenderly, and for the first time saw my
assai'ant. _

He was a gentlemanly-looking man, well
dressed in ]lilt’li coat and waist-coat, gray
trowsers, and neckeloth. His hair and
whiskers were just tnrning grizzly, his chin
and apper-lip were clean shaved. His fore-
head was high, his eves prominent and fix-
ed in their expression, his nose aquiline, his
month a slit. He was of middle height,
spare but wiry; indeed, his muscles must
have been unexceptionally eclastic and fe-
line—for you would never have thought,
to look at him, that he could stow himself
away under the seat of a railway car so
completely.

He contemplated me with his chin in Lis

right hand, and his right elbow on his left
hand, and said thoughtfully : “Just so.
All for the good of society n the long run;
an admirable sentimeift, my dear sir; let it
be a consolation to you if I shounld cause
yvou any little annoyance.”
" He took a shagreen spectacle case from
lis pocket, wiped the glasses carefully with
a silk handkerchief, and adjusted them on
his nose. Then he preduced an oblong
box, which he unlocked, and placed on onc
of the seats. After which he sat down
quickly in the place I had occupied a few
minutes before, a position which brought
him close to my head and chest, as 1 ?a
supinely and helpless at his feet.

“Do von know anything of anatomy?”
he asked. I was as completely in his pow-
er as a witness in the cross-examining coun-
sel’s, and prudence dictated that T should
be equally ready to answer the most frivol-
ous and impertinent questions with polite-
ness. 1 said that I did not.

“Ah ! said he, “well, perhaps you have
heard of thespleen? Exactly. Now, sci-
ence has never as yet been able to find out
the use of that organ, and the man who be-
queaths that knowledge to posterity, would
rank with the discoverer of the circulation
of the blood, and eonfer an inestimable ben-
efit on humanity for the remainder of the
1 propose to disseet you.”
“You will not get much glory by that,”

Lsaid, forcing myself to seem to take this
outrageous practical joke in good part.
“An ungrateful generation may or may not
by your discoveries, but it will in-

ibly hang you.”
“Not so,” he bluntly replied. “I am a
surgeon, who once a very cons - le
an

but I had to stand my ¢

practice,

W- mt' 'hich “'d [RLE O ne f}f
‘my patients, 'ZI'IM:pm , unable to under-
d the sacrifices which an earnest inqui

er is ever ready to offer at the shrine of sci-

ence, declared me mad, and I was placed in
confinement. You see that I can act with
impunitiyl.”

And he opened the box. T broke outin
a cold sweat. Was itall real? Could the
man be in earnest! “Bat,” said I, “surely
you can get dead bodies to dissect without
having recourse to a crime. And again, if
generations of anatomists have failed, in
twenty thousand investigations, to discover
the use of the spleen—if you yourself have
always failed hitherto—why should yon
suppose that this one attempt should be
more successful than the others?”

“Because, my dear si,” said the man
with a smile of one whodas caught a bright
idea, “all former investigations, including
my own, have been made on dead subjectz?,
while I propese to examine your vital or-
gans with a pewerful magnifying glass,
while they are exercising their normal
functions.”

“What!" T gasped. “You will never
have the barbarity”—and here my voice
choked. ’

“0 yes, I have conquered that prejudice
against inflicting suffering which is natural
to the mind enfeebled by eivilization. For
mary years [ secretly practiced viviseetion
upon animals; I once had a eat, an animal
very tcnacious of lif, under my seal el for
a week.  But we have no time to waste in
conversation. You will not be put to any
needless suffering; these instruments are not
my own, blunted for want of use; I took
the precaution of borrowing the case of the
eentleman under whose care T have been
placed, before making my escape.”

While speaking thas, he took the hid-

eous little glittering instruments, and ex-

amined them one by’ one. They were of

various appalling shapes; and [ gazed np-

on them with the horrible fascination of a

bird under the power of a snake. Of one

only could T tell the nse—a thin trenchant

blade, which eut vou alinost to look at it.

He knelt across me, arranged his imple-

ments on a seat at his right, laid a note

book, peneil, and his watch on that to his

left, and took off v néckeloth and eollar,

murmuring :  “The clothes are very much

in my way; I wish that von were properly

prepared for the operation.”

It flashed across me in my despair that

I had heard of madmen heing foiled by ap-

parent acquiescence in their mnrderons in-

tentions.

“After all,” T foreed myself to sav,

“what is one life to the benefit of the hu-

wman race!  Since mine is demanded, by

silence let me aid yon. Remove these bands,

and allow me to take ofl my coat and waist-

coat.” ’

He smiled, and shook his hiead.

“Life is sweet; 1T will not trust you,” he

said, unfastening my waisteoat, and turn-

ing back the lapels as far as he conld.

Then taking a pair of scissors, he proceed-

ed to cut my shirt front away, so that pres-

ently iny chiest was badred to his experim-

ents.  Whether 1 elosed my eves, or was

seized with vertigo, I do not know, but for
a moment or two I lost sight of everything,
aud had visions; a sort of grotesque night-
mare it was, the fizures in which I reeall

but very indistinetly, but I remember
that the most prominent of them was a pig,
or rather a pork hanging up outside of a

butcher's shop, the appearance of which

bore a mysterious resemblance to myself.
These delirions fantasics were dispelled by
a sharp pang—the anatowmist had made the
first slight incisien. I saw his calm face
leaning over me; the cruel blade with which
he was about to make another and a deep-
er cut; his fingers, already erimson with my
blood; and 1 strugeled franticallv. My
operator immediately withdrew his armed
hand, and stood erect. Then, watching
his opportunity he placed his right foot on|

by pressure he conld saffoeate me.

deavor not to injure any vital organ, but if
you wriggle about, T shall not be able to
avoid doing so. Another thing, if yon™

He was interrupted by three sharp whis-
tles from the engine, so shrill and piercing
as to drown his voice,

“Impede me hy these absurd convnlsive
wovements, and I shall be compelled to
sever those muscles which™—

He never completed his sentence. There
was a mighty shock, a crash as if all the
world had rushed together. I was shot
under the seat, where I lay uninjured, and
in safety, amidst the most horrible din—
breaking, tearing, shrieking, cries for help,
and the roar of escaping steam.

I had strained the bands which secured
my elbows in my struggles, and the jerk
of the collision snapped them; so that when
I began to get my wits together, [ found
my hands free. To liberate my legs was
then an easy matter, but not so to extricate
mysclf, the next thing [ set about. The
whole top of the ear, from where the stuff-
ed cushion part ends, was ecarried sheer
away; and amidst the debris, which encum-
bered my movements, lay the mangled and
decapitated body of the madman, who, in-
tenéing to assail my life, had, by keeping
me down at the bottom of the car, saved it.

A Mot Bowr oF Prxca.—A re-
markable bowl of punch was made across
the water in 1844. It was made in a foun-
tain, in a garden, in the middle of four
walks, covered overhead with orange and
lemon trees, and in every walk was a ta-
ble, the whole length of it covered with
refreshments. In the fountain werc the
following ingredients: Four hogsheads of
brandy, twenty-five thousand lemons, twen-
ty ons of lime juice, thirteen hundred
weight of white sugar, thirty-one pounds
of grated nutmegs, three hundred toasted
biscuits, and one pipe of dry mountain

Over the fountain was a
canopy to keep off the rain, and there was
built on purpose a little boat, wherein was
a boy, who rowed round the fountain, and

the cups of the company. It is sup-
posed that more than six thousand persous
drank from the fountain.

Fhim, he says, till noon:

the lower part of my breast bone, so that!

“Listen, my friend,” he said; =1 will en-

CURIOSITIES OF AUTHORS.
Roussean composed the finest pages of his

writings in walking the forest of Mont-
morency. ‘14

Voltaire lrad in his room sometimes five
desks, at which he pursued different tasks.

The regime of the great romancer, Bal-
zac, in his hours of composition, is well
known. . After a frugal dinner at six or
seven o'clock, he went to bed and was ecal-
led at midnight, when he took a cap of
black coffee, or green tea rather, and extre-
mely strong, and worked till noon.

M. Michelet works in the morning, and
uses coffee, also. As soon as he rises, at
six o'clock, he swallows it. That egrries
Carries him? No
—it elevates, stimulates him. In his last
volume, this writer attributes to coffee a
part of the new spirit—light, winged, revo-
lutionary—of our grand cighteenth century;
and to the fumes of tobacco the torpor of
the Freneh soul in these latter times.

Pitt never ate butat hisown table, which
was frugal; only when he had some impor-
tant affair to discuss, he took a little port
wine with a spoeonful of Peruvian bark.

Addison speaks of an advocate who
would never plead a case without having in
his hand the end of a thread, drawn tichtly
around one of his thambs all the time his
speech lasted.

Dr. Chapman relates that a celebrated
advocate of London always applied a blist-
er to his arm whenever he bad an impor-
tant casc to plead.

Girodet never loved to work during the
day. At night, ‘when inspiration exme to
him, he arose, lighted candles, and, half
muflled np. painted his great dilavial cabas.

Michael Angelo did nearly the same
thing, but with a single candle; and for
statuary the effect is very different.

The historian, Mezeray, would work only
with a candle, even at mid-day and at wid-
summer, He never failed to wait on his
visitors, even to the street, with a ecandle
in his hand.

Grety, to animate himself when compos-
ing, breakfasted and took coffee, and then
applied himself day and night to his piano,
even until he spit blood frichtfully. The
work done, he lay down and tried to stop
the hemorrhage.

Tt is said that Schiller, before compos-
ing. put his feet in ice water.

Guido Reni painted with mneh pomp;
he dressed himself magnificently, and had
his papils attend him in silence, ranged a-
ronnd him.

The musician, Sarti, compozed only in
darkness.

Paisiello had to bury himself up in his
bed-clothes to become inspired.

f\'u}mlc_‘-un Toved to write his urJ\‘:‘ri of the
day aupon the blank side of- the letters ad-
dressed to him. '

Desanglers ran  throngl: the Champs
Elyseces rolling in his fingers little pellets
of paper. Inspiration came to him thus.
He returned to his hounse, and the fortunate
repertoire possessed one song the wmore.

Buffon wrote in lace ruffles.  Alexander
Dumas, in his shirt sleeves.

Jules Sandean smokek while writing,
though it is true lhis cigar is generally
extinet.

Girardin works only at night; he ncedsy
lamp-light to see the future.

Inspiration flees wholly from Gounod
unless he is in constant motion from the
opera to the church or from the church to
the opera.

We know certain men of letters who can
not write anvthing with a pen—others who
can write nothing with a pencil. If they
attempt to resist this folly their inspiration
suddenly ceases.

Milton composed his “Taradise Lost™ in
a large arm chair, with his head thrown
back.

When Fox had eaten heartily he would
retive to his study, envelop his head in a
napkin, soaked in vinegar and water, and
work sometimes ten hours in snceession.

Mathurin, the anthor of “Bertram™ and
{AMelmoth,” withdrew from the world in or-
der to compose. When the inspiration
seized him, Lie placed a wafer between his
evebraws, and his domesties, warned by
this signal, would keep their distance.

Jeremy Bentham jotted his ideas on little
squares of paper. which he piled upon each
other; and this pile of little papers, stitched
together, was the first form of his manu-
seripts.

Napoleon, too, had his peculiar mode of
meditation and work. When he was not
in council, says Bourrienne, Lie staid in his
study, talking to himself, and snng, or like
a child, ent the arms of his chair; then sud-
denly rousing up, wounld give the plan of a
monnment to be erected, or dictate those
immense movements which have astonish-
ed or frightened the world.

Prvex.—The hopelessness of any one's
accomplishing anything without pluck is
illnstrated by an old East India fable. A
mouse that dwelt near the abode of a
great magician was kept in sach constant
distress by its fear of a cat, that the mag-
ician, taking pity on it, turned it into a cat
itself. Immediately “it began to suffer
from its fear of a dog, so §the magician
turned it into a dog. ~Then it began to
suffer from fear of a tiger, and the magici-
an turned it into a tiger. Then it began
to saffer from fear of a huntsman, and the
magician in dis said, “Be a anouse a-

i As vou have only the heart of a
mouse, it is impossible to help you by giv-
ing you the body of a nobler animal.” And
the poor creature again became a mouse.

1t is the same with a mouse hearted man.
He may be clothed with the powers, and
placed in the position of brave meg, buthe
will always act like a mouse; public opini-
on is usually the great magician that gn.l-
ly says
_ obscurity again. You have only the
mdsm, and it is useless to make
'a lion of you.”

Time is but the herald of eternity.

to sach a person: “Go back to

WEARING BRIDAL WREATHS.

Wedding garlands or wreaths are of re-
mote antiquity; they were used among the
Romans. Vanghan (1606) states, that
“when the marriage day was come, the
bride was bound to have a chaplet of flow-
ers or herbes upon her head.” Garlands
at weddings were used also by the Jews.
Wreaths of this kind were used among the
Anglo Saxons. At the termination of the
marriage ceremony in the church, the bride
and bridegroom were both crowned with
wreaths of flowers, which were kept in the
church for that purpose. Chaplets of
flowers used in the Eastern Church on this
occasion are said to have been blessed.
At a later period sprigs of myrtle and cars
of corn were sometimes used. Chancer, in
his “Clerk of Oxenforde’s Prologue,” in-
troduces Grisyld, as “a verray faithful
mayde,” dressed out for her wedding; the
wreath or ‘“‘coroun”; ismentioned :

Hir heeres han they kempt, that lay untressed

Ful rudely, and with hire fyngres smale

A coroun on hir heed they haui-dressed,

-And set hir ful of nowches gret and smale,

In Henry VIILs reign the bride wore
a wreath of corn-ears; sometines of flowers.
Nichols, in his “Churchwardens’ Account
of St. Margaret’s Westminister,” gives the
following entry, under date 1540 :—“Paid
to Alice Lewis, a goldsmith’s wife, of Lon-
don, for aserclett to marry maydens in, the
twenty-sixth day of September, £3 10s.”
Field, in Lis “Amends for Ladies,” 1639,
mentions garlands being placed “upon the
licads of the maid and widow that are to
be married.” Dallaway writes of the Greek
Clrch, that “marriage is by them (of this
church) called the matrimonial coronation,
from the crowns of garlands with which the
parties are decorated, and which they sol-
¢muly dissolve on the eighth day following.”

A Boston leeturer, the other night re-
peated a story which an old lady once told
Lim. This lady at one time kept the most
select boarding-liouse in Cambridge, near]
the college. Onpe day a seedy-looking man,
with unkempt Lair and beard, came to her
door and asked for board. “Sir,” said she,
“understand that I receive none but gentle-
men iuto my house.” “Very well,” he re-
plied, “I will go elsewhere.” “‘And who
do you think that shabby fellow was!” the
vencrable lady said to the speaker: “Ie
was no less than Professor John Quincy
Adams, now Presidentof the United Sta-
tes!”

Movrying.—The usages regarding
mourning have varied much at different
times and in different countries. Among
the Jews, the duration of moarning for the
dead was generally seven days, but some-
times protracted to thirty. It consisted in
tearing the elothes, smiting the breast, go-
ing barefoot, weeping, cutting off the hair,
etc. Among the Greeks, the period of
mourning was thirty days, except in Spar-
ta, where it was limited to ten. Awmong
the Romans, the color of mourning was
black or dark bLlue, for both sexes, under

the republie; but under the empive the men |

wore black, the women white, Men alse
wore this mourning a few days, women a
vear, when the relative was a very ncar
one.  Inmodern Europe the ordinary clo-
or for mourning is black; in Turkey, viol-
et; in China, white; in Egypt, yellow; in
Ethiopia, brow. In Arabia the men wear
no mourning. The women stain their hands
and feet with indigo, which they suffer to
remain for cight days, during whick time
they abstain from milk, on the ground that
its color ill becomes their gloom. In the
Fecjee islands, after the death of a chief, a
general fast until evening is observed for
ten or twenty days, the women burn their
bodies, and tifty or one hundred fingers are
amputated to hang above the dead man’s
tomb. The Sandwich Islanders paint the
lower part of their faces, and knock ow
their fore teeth.

TueMyYSTERIES OF THESHAWL TRADE.
—A Paris letter says: Before leaving this
subject I must relate a curions discovery
made on this oceasion. M. Guyetaut topk
me to sce one of his first artists, who works
at home. In the front room of a modest
apartment was the intelligent artist work-
ing at his lathe, and in the back room was
his wife working upon an Indian shawl. A
fine cashinere, worth 4,000 francs, or, per-
haps, 1,000 in New York, was eat into
strings or fizures, and on glancing at it I
conld not help erying, “Ah! how in the
world did this fine sha®l get so badly dam-
aged?  Was it caten by the rats?™ M. Gu-
vetant langhed, and she said: “Oh, ouvricre
Monsieur, it is not damaged at all; I am
rearranging it.” DProbably my lady read-
ers will be asmuch surprise I as I was to find
that these costly shawls are  purposely cat
in pieces and then sewn together again.
The philosophy of it is this: Some years
the fashion is for white figures, renning in
serolls as in cashmeres, and sometimes for
black.—Henece shawls with white groand
figures are cut when black sell best, and
the black cuttings sewn in. Sometimes,
when a lot of shawls have been for many
years ou hand, the disposition of the figures

are clianged in order to suit the prevaili
taste. Now, the work was done so well

that I could vot distingunigh the geams, but
it seems to me that if I were to buy a shawl
wortk a thousand dollars, I shounld greatly
prefer to bave it as it came from the Indian
loom. I was told that hundréds of these
re-arranged shawls are annually sold to
American ladies at very large prices, and
if those who have them find that they come
in pieces they will understand the reason.
They have only to serl the shawls to some
racommodense, like the person of whom I
write, and the work will be elegantly done
in. This industrious artist and his mo
less industrions wife earn a very handsome
living from their common laber.

Fire or flood mdy destroy wealth, and

“Riches take to themselves wings;:” but a
man's character is his own, and his honor

is in his own keeping. o

Coxversatrox.—Good, kind, true, holy
words dropped in ednversation may be little
thought of, but they are like seeds of flow-
‘ers or faithful trees falling by the wayside,
borne by some bird afar, haply thereafter
io fringe with beanty some barren moun-
tain side, or to make glad some lone wild-

erness.
==
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Messes. Eprrors :—Let no one think
that, becanse England has failed to pro-
vide for her students of the fine arts as
other countries have, she is deficient in
othier institutions for the benefit of man-
kind. Far from it:—her charitable insti-
tutions are very numerous. For instance:
T'here are in London 92 medical charities;
12 societies for the preservation of life,
Lealth and public morals; 17 for the re-
elaiming of the abandoned; 13 for the re-
lief of street destitution; 14 for the relief
of specific distress; 25 Jewish miscellane-
ous charities; 19 for the benefit of the in-
dustrious; 12 benevolent laensiun societies;
15 clerey aid societies; 32 other profession-
4l and trade benevolent societies; 156 asy-
lums for the reception of the aged; 9 for
the benefit of the blind, deaf and dumbg;
13 for the henefit of orphans; 15 for other
children; 14 foreign mission societies, and
others with which I will not treuble the
reader. With all this great show of hu-
manity and everything else on a gigantic
scale, there is one thing that a stranger
will notice:—there is not that sprightly in-
tellicence that one always meets with in
Amecrica and France. Perhaps the cause
is that the mass of the people arc not a
reading people. I can say I never saw at
any, time a newspaper exposed for sale at
any stand or by any boy, as in Paris and
the United States.  News stands are much
more numerous in Paris than in any of the
citics. But Anierica stands well:—New
York with her 1,000,000 and London with
1,000,000 inhabitants, show a wide dif-
ference in , the progress madg in public
jonrnalism, New York having some 15 or
18 dailies, while Lendon has 10 or 12, of
which the London Morning Post, the Times
and the London Herald have the largest
cirenlations. It is easy to be seen, there-
fore, that the mass of the English popnla-
tion are not as great readers as they are in
the United States. In the family with
which T stopped in London the Tumes was
received every day. [ noticed, however,
that it was always received the day after
publication, and, on inquiring as to the
canse, was informed by the lady of the
Louse that on the publication day it was
read by two of her friends, and on the day
after that she had it in ber own family,
and on the day after that she sent it into
the country to a relative—each one paying
one-fourth of the sabscription price.
was also told that it was quite a common
thing for a daily journal to pass from hand
to hand in that way. I have given the
above statement simply to show that I
was correct in my statement relative to the
intelligence of the Euglish people—though
any one can soon see¢ that by mixing up
with the people. Inone of the parks I’
met and conversed with a very genteel
looking man, who said to me, “You say,
vou have been in London only 12 days,
and yon speak the English langunago as
well as we do!” I said, “Yes. And what
do vou take me for? “Why a French-
man,” he replied. After 1 corrected his
wrong impression he still looked doubt-
ingly at me, and asked what was the pre-
vailing langnage spoken in the United
States. I wounld have thought he was
quizzing me, if it had mnot bLeen that 1
found thé same lack of intelligence gener-
ally existing among the people.

I, like others, was much surprised to
sce old wooden houses on the Strand and
other great thoronghfares. The eity isal-
wavs covered with smoke so that all the
houses, all the grotesqne statnes and mon-
uments look as though they had heen
smoked for some particular purpose. The
enstom with us is to repaint a house, but
in London the custom is to take steel scra-
pers, and serape the houses all over, whicl
causes them to look very well. The
squares of London are Trafalgar at Cha-
ring Cress, Grosvenor, Portman, Caven-
dish, Bedford, Trevistock, Enston, Lin-
colns Inn, Ton Fields, and Eaton. There
are some others of not much consequence.
Of the monuments there is York Column,
which is on Waterloo Place, a Dorie pil-
lar of ite,
by a b%::]nze statue of the Duke of York;
on Fish Hill is a fluted Dori¢ column 202
feet high, erected in 1677, in commemora-
tion of the great fire of Londoun. The
Nelson column, in Trafalgar Square, is
176 feet high, and snrmounted by a colossal
bronze statue of Nelson; on the snmmit of
the Grand Areh at the top of Constitution
Hill, is a colossal statue of the Duke of
Wellington, and in front of Reyal Ex-
e “is another to same. There is
no kind of doubt the statues of Eng-
land will not begin to compare with tliose
one will see alk over Europe. They are
badly located, and for their height, they
are sometimes too small and sometimes too
large. Their attitade is bad, and their

portions miserable. As it may be said
that an American only sees anything with
the eve of prejudice, 1 will let an Ttalian
say, in commen with opinion,
what he thinks, although he is rather
rongh. Says the Piermont, of Turin:
“London isnoted for its monstrous bronzes,
architecture and seulpture—uniting in ren-
dering it the most unsightly and tasteless
city in the world, as the soil and cli-
mate make it the most wretched and deso-

late abiding place. At m_mm crossing and

sqnare, statues are “of
tmze,oﬁmn,udofpmnrble, statues on

days,

124 feet ligh, ssurgounted

tday in

foot or on horse back, of kings, of writers,
statesmen, and soldiers. Well, there are
some which frighten one tolook at:—a
(reorge 'with quue projecting and a three-
cornered hat in his hand, bent in eternal
courtesy to every one coming to and fro at
Charing Cross; some Wellington, with the
eqestrian attitude of a young tailor, wearing
a kind of policeman’s cap, placed on.the
roofs of arches and in the ‘middle of crose-
ings, the animals with highly carved
necks, looking as if they wonld hurl them-
selves and their riders into the street. In
short it is a city of monstrosities, and the
amateurs of the fine arts are not able to de-
cide whether they shonld wonder most atl
the want of good taste or the patience of
the people who night and day pass such
wretched performances, and allow them to
remain,” VOYAGEUR.

FOR THE GAZETTE.
FUNERALS IN THE OLDEN TIME.

Messes. Eprrors:—As some of your
correspondents scem  dis; to writo a-
bout old times in Fayetteville, I have. se+
lected Funerals as my theme. It may
seem a grave subject; but the recollection
of funeral obsequies, as observed fifty
vears ago, nnd as they then appeared to
my childish imagination, haunts me still,

There was no public hearse in those
The custom was te remove the seat
from a giz, place the coffin upon the
wheels, and thus convey the corpse, un-
covered by any pall, to its final resting-
place. Carriages were little used in
processions, except by the chief-mourners.
The strictest order and decorum prevailed.
'There was no confusion; ho hurrying a-
bout. All joined in the procession, and
all contributed, in a greater or less de-
gree, to add to the solemnity of the occa-
sion.

The ladies, attired in white, and walk-
ing two abreast, followed immediately af-
ter the family. The gentlemen, well
dressed, came next, while the servants of
the family usually brought up the rear.—

There were generally six pall-bearers, who
walked on either side of the bier, with .
white linen secarfs, and long white bands
bound around their hats and hanging far
down behind. The officiating clergyman
and the attending plysician were there al-
so. They nsnally rode together in & gig,
immediately preceding the hearse. oy
wore scarfs and bands in like mauner as
the pall-bearers,

It would doubtless look odd to many, at
the present day, to see physicians attend-
ing the funerals of their rceent patients.
It would be regarded as a species of refi-
ned ernclty, akin somewhat to that inflict-
ed upon the Rev. Dr. Longbow. The
Doctor (so the story goes) was a mission-
ary among the heathen. On one occasion
the cannibal king, in whose dominions he
was, proposed to give a feast to a few of
his chief nobility. His butler, however,
informed him that the larder was empty.
There were no prizoners on hand; not even |
a fat baby could be procured. Here was
a dilemma: but the king, fruitful in expe-
dients, resolved not to “give it up so.” Th
learned Divine was a stout, heart mpgﬁ
and it was proposed to call upon him for
a contribution to the feast. The Dector
was called for, and in a trice found himself
minus one of his legs. This was prepared
and served up for dinner. But t‘ie king
was a polite man, and given to hospitality
as \\'ul{. He invited the Rev. gentleman
to the feast, and constrained mm to say
arace over the meal.

But funerals were an institution in those
days. Even the horse used for drawing
the hearse seemod to possess, to my youth-
ful fancy, a sort of idiosyneracy. well
remember a horse (the property of a gen-
tleman whase soubriquet was “Lord Ba-
con,”) that had, as I thought, all the re-
quisites for a funeral horse. He was a sor-
rel, of small statue, had a white face and
three white legs, being flea-bitten withal.
As I had seen this horse used on more
than one oceasion, I thonght that a white
face and at least three white feet were es-
sential requisites for a funeral horse.

There are many vet living in Fayette-
ville who remember the year 1822—the
sickly year, the fatal year. 1 remember it
well; and donbtless the recollection of so
many funerals left an impression upon m
voung and plastic mind. Military- funer-
als were neither few nor far between that
year.  Memory carries me back to the first
one I ever witnessed. It was probably
that of Col. Stevens. Three or four mili-

tary companies were out, and escorted the

corpse to the grave, with m step,
and to the solemn strains of “Roslin

tle.” It was, to me at the time, an im-
pressive funeral; and even now it passes
before me in my dreams.

_In all seripusness, however, Messrs. Ed-
itors, funerals, as condueted at the present
Fayetteville, are not what they
onght to be. There is too little gravity.
about them; too little ccremony. There
are no regular processions, save a string of

half empty vehicles: those persons who
afoot cop ne themselves to the ME::
and seem to hmrry along, en masse, appar-

ently endeavoring to be first at the grave.
'I‘hizdoenwlook well, and the practice

myself on Mh'l‘be - e
von tovabasdyf had Boom 4o Conght

was involuntary—I had been so in
o s hogrd gaid of an old ph

I have heard it said of an o ysician
of Favetteville, that he had linen enough
to make hLis shirts for many -and
that during the futal Fall of 1822, he
booked six thonsand dollars as the result
of kis practice—and collected the maoney.

4

Fayetteville, N. C., Feb'y 1874.
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