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| Click! - Tn t|m§rnd'oftlm nighta s
Cpornd awakened Mrs,
Wits dark; not even a gleam' o

L

harp
Hulifont. The room
F momnm or

starlight fell thronzh the enrtaing of the

L .
windows, It wus a very strange sonnd

indeed, bat glio saw nothing, heard nothing

more.  She sat up, leaning on he
elhow, anud put ont Ler right band and
touched Ler husband’s shoulder. He lay
tipon ki pillow, sound aslecp. and did not
awaken ut her toueh.

“It must bave been a dream.” said My,
Halifont, and  Ley young head—she was
only the bride of a vear—nest ol
elose to her Lusband’s arm, and sl
nguin.

Click!  "Thig time the sonud Jid not -
fonse Mrs, Halifont. It was ber hushand
who awakened., He did not panse to lis-
ten, but grasped the revolver beneath Lis
pitlow and jumped ot of led st ance.
In an aleove in the next room
fale, which contaived mone
bles, It was not one of the wonderful
tew sales which defy fiee anil bnrglars,
bat an old one that bad Leed in the Fami-
Iy n long time. Mr. Halifunt knew on the
justaut that some one was opening this
Vﬁhfl‘. F

A man of convaze, a man who never
hesitated in the fuce of duneer, one,
who bad o worldly regard for his PUSSES-
sions, Mr. Halifont strode at once into
the room where lie knew the honselireak-
s were at work, and, ronning in the dark
rrwinst & powerfd man, tackled hine at
tnee.

The lizht of the lantern fAashed aceross

rdimpled

i!:.\'.\':l

e slept

stood 2

too,

the room, There were two woremen. Three |

mgainst one.  The sonud of blows, strog-
igling and thé report of a pistol aronsed the
[yonng Mife once more.  Amidst Ler terror
she bafthe good sense to licht the aas,
It shone npon a spectacle of horror.  Her
Tbnsbhand, weltering in his blood, wrestling
'with a gizantic wan, whose feutures were
concealed by a mask of black crape, a
wan, the npper part of whose person was
clothed euly in a kunotty woolen shirt of
some dark color, with gleeves that left the
{rest of his great arms barve.  On the rvight
lone, the one which ¢lntehied Mr. Holifant's

[throst, was a red mark or brand, a sear. a |

Fhivthmark., It wonlid have been impossi-
[Wle for Mis. Halifont, even in a calmer
moment, to tell what it was, bat it indel-

A ibly impressed fiself apon her mind, as

| she breavely east Lerself into the strneele,
[ aned Bomghit with all her might to drag the
| terrible hauwd Trom her hllﬁh:llhl':-"lhhmt,

| sereaming a!l the while for aid.

| her,

A blow, a kick wonld have silenced
The barglar must have fnown that,
| bat there are very had men who eonld not
L use violenee towards 4 woman to save
| their own lives. ‘Iliis man could not.
' His companions liad flown  with their
i booty; help might arrive at any moment.
' With a great effort e wrenclied himself

. from the clutel of Lis victim and sped a-

way. It was not too s0on; assislance ar-
vived now, that it was too late. DBut Mr,
Holifunt did not live to tell the story. e
was mortally wonnded.  His yoang wife
watebed by bis bLedside until Le breathied
bis lust; then dropped beside it senseless,

For weeks ske raved, in wild delirium,
of the murderous hand, of the great, mns-
culae ana, with a sear upon it, and eallpd

1

|

)

|
c
|

|

|

wpou them all to save ber hoasband’s life;
bLint she was yoone, and had a fine consti-
tution, After a while Lier health returned,
..nd, at last, her minl reguined its eqni-
!mille.

Ble remaved from the city and took up
her abode in lier lonely conutry place,
with a favorite sister for a companion.
She had resolved, as all widows who have
loved their hnsbands do at first, to remain |
a widow forever. And indead, thongh
many_ young men would gladly have
tempted one so voung, beantifal and weul-
thy, she seemed to care less for auy of
them than for the kitteu which purred np-
on ber knee, or the little blaek and tan
terrier which ran by ber side along the

rden paths. She was nineteen wlen
E:r husband was married; at thirty-two she |
was still trae to Lis mewory.

Is anyone forever utterly true to their
lover's' memory—ont of romance—who
does not die young!? T foar not. ~ In this,
the lupsing ®unmer of the woman’s life,
when she pretends to believe that antimn
bas actoally come, temptation to incon-
stavey assailed her. For many vears a
fine honse upon the nui:__:h!mr:mg: estate
had been empty, Lut now there came to
take possession of it a gentleman not vet
forty—a widower with plenty of money and
no children, and a handsome man, well
built and stalwart, with magaificent black
hair and eyes that were like black dia-
monds—indeed, be called himself a S an-
fard, and his speecl betrayed a foreign ac-
cent, e '

Those dark eyes and those bLlu> ones

v and ¥alne- |

i macaroni, J

(E0a-Tich to be suspected of any intention
of being a| fortune buanter; bat, after all
oo one knew Lim. He came into the
neighborhopd  without “letters of intro
duction to any ove, aud whether Le won
\\"Hlilh li}. tr:l'!'\.' of cawme to i‘. ll.\' iuht‘l‘i-
tance remained a wystery.

Tleré were thuse who shrngoed their
shionlders and declared that Mes, Halifont
would regrdt not Laviny taken some one of
whom more was knowi—some retired mer-
chant, some gentlewan of fortune whose
father had been known to ber friends. No-
thing, to be sare; conld be said against
the Spaciard, or Cubun, with the Englisk
name, but who kuew anything in his fa-
vor? -

However, no one said auvthine to Mrs.
Halifoat, and if Huy one |::r.-'.i, woids never
changed a woman's faney vet, Mrs, Hal.
tfont belicvied in "'--]un(‘i ]iliiiji:lll'ic‘é. and
intended to/ marry Lim. Indeed, the trous.
seaw was prepared, the wedding
fixed, and all was vead ey and Tda Halifost
[ belfeved Larself to be «
man.  Skelonce more built castles in the
uir., ler U_l—! sortow seemed to el
in the distance,

|
very bappy wo
¢oawavy
.‘"'i;(" Was a gii'l :.;::ti-:l.
At last anly twenty-four honrs lay be-
tween berand Lier \\-.c§<l.t|_=_: davw,

|

.
She wus |
il!l:-_\‘ in ler Sewnine-roowm oy tiis last day, |
finishing some raflles in lace and ribbon,
and singing to lerself, when suddenly tl

e |
bonse was filled with sharp eries. i

Anold |
man-servant, wkile entting the grass apen
the lawn, wonwded himself serionsly, The
doctor was Reut for, bLat ‘

was not at home g
and wreann bile

met, a few neighborly words were ex-
changed, and then followed a friendly call,

| the eve of Jer weddine day.

20_poot 3’1&'1!&;'&»;9 Juas bleed |
gy profisel v 7R TRV TELTEGRE re

wembered that Mr. Huamulcies had said |
fthat Le undersiood wounds as well agl

L ye
thoneh bie lad boen bred a surgeon. With- |
ol this it wonld Lave been natoral for |
ber, in 2 nigment of anxicty, to call upon

one who, wanlid soon be lier protector, She
wonld eall Lhim herself, that therve wmiobt |

he no delay: and, seizine ler eardey |

Hat, |
she ran alober a litde path thar led fromw |
Lier Lo s to that of Al Hu:u}-i::i:-e.:
elimbed & law fence to save time.

whigh |
would havd heen in reacling a gate, |
and so eaided the rear of the dwelling of |
which to-muorrow she wonld be miistress,
She thonielit Lerself terrified and dis-
tresseid.  She felt rather injured, in that |
sach an nupleasant thing as the “‘-n!unliu\-_’
of poor Zebedee shonld have hapoened on

1
iost

"Pen minntes |
u;;l:{ of herself at that wwoment
as ntterly it ease—wondrously happy—
for shid rduched those windows and |
peeped ball timidly throagh the enrtain a |

el
Laln

alter she
as

thing happened that made all she bad ev- !
er siffered seem as !s"!]:ln__f.

'r'UL' raom, the w in-.fu\\ of w il;.-'._"‘-a alln‘ lr::\] |
ﬂ}}i'i'-i:lt‘l.i'-i. waus onie that anened onf ol a
conservatory. She Cul. Hnmi-lu'h-s
busy with some rare plants he Ll jnst got
out in the warm sanshine that fiell throngh |
the glass. | He Liad taken off b= coat :l\llnl j
rolled up his sleeves. Now he left the
conscrvatory, and comine forwand proceed-
ed to wash his bands in a basin of water
that bad been set ready for Lim.  He was
close to Lin Halilout,  He did uot sce her,
but shie capld have reachied ont her hand
and touched L. Wiy did she not speak
and call Limn by name?  Why did she fall
down opon ber koees and clasp lier hands
and tremble like an aspen leaf? Alas!
the awful reason was this: Upon that arm
to which she was about to give the right
to clasp her in the tenderest cinbrace, she
saw a terrible muork—a mark she had seen
once before. 8he knew its shape and size
and color.  Her eves had been riveted up-
on it when the sinuw-\‘ hand, at the wrist
of which it ended, grasped her dying hus-
band’s throat. She had learned it all by
Lieart; she could not be mistaken. Thongh
years had rolled away, that horrilile marked
arta could pot be forgotien or mistaken for
any wther.

Siw

Suddenly Col. Hwnmphries felt himself
grasped by a bkuud that, small as it was,
had the ficree cluteh of the tiger's elaw,
The fingers closed over that red wark—a
white face came close to his,

“You are my bhnshand’s
Lissed a voice in Lis ear.

Then the two stood staring at each oth-
er. Hemude no denial.  He only looked |
down upon | Lis arm and enrsed it aloud.

“Heow dyre you make love to me!” she
gasped. “You—-"

“Becanse I loved you,” he said. “Wo-
man, if I had not fallen in love with you
that night I should bhave killed you also.
I was risking wy life 1o spare you, with
vour scremns calliug for men to bunt me
down—" | '

“Oh! if you bad
she moaned.

“Well, you are at my merey now,” he
said,

She answered;

‘*You can kill! T wish vou would! I
pray yoa do it! You killed my lnsband. |
The murderer of my hushand must be |
brought to justiee; and I—y sterday,

marderer!”

bnt Killel me then!”

.n:l\', I

[ &1 bour ago—I loved yoa! OL! Gu;l} : them are ours to choose.

der than herself, ol

it is enstamary to give a half frane to
day | y

{ 8teps which wind aronnd by a cirenlar

ST T iiu-_\‘ could l‘ii:-viil]i_'”_\' Liear eaci: «

| there is another door, by which we entercid

fram below like fine ofl paintings, bat we

| heing about a hull inch =qnare cn the fuce.

e |
5 m free to leave the
v iy time—all proved that de-
tection” had heoly prepared for.  And he
was never traced—or clse he had the
weans to bribe those who were set upon
Lis track,
! Lda Halifont lived throngl it all. She
lives to-day in the quiet house beside the
river, Lut no one has ever seen ber smile
agaib; and from her deepest sluigber she
often starts iu werror, faneving that she
sees uplifted, menacing, above ber that
erncly terrible ann, marked with the blood-
vedt stain:  Phere is no bappiness for Ler,
for she can wever forget that this arm Lad
alzo embraced her.

THE DOME OF ST. PETERS.

Visitors to St. Peters aie not allowed to
go np in the donie, except on Tharsday,
withiont a special permit from the Vaticau,
which is easily abituine(l by the guide, apd

b thien it eosts about two franes fura party, as

euch
of the custodians.  The aseent to the roof
2 mude by an inclined plaue, and wot Ly

stalrease,

" ~ - .
Tlis passageway ‘is aboot six

=&

stes, and a know-

penditires bein

UK
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that of God, and eall

& W oOne ¢
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feet wide, and the ascent is very easv—
much easier than if it were by steps.  On
reaching the roof it is found to.be of bricks
labhd sideways in cement, and a portion of
it slabs of stone

y sustained by arches. T'he

|
i:n:nunsir_\' of the batlding is better under- |

stood by its view from the roof, a-u‘ru:m-l-‘
el as yvon are by the e

wble statues, which |
luok from the plaza to be abont life-siz.
but are in reality ei
tke walls of the
S 7 ak il
names and dates

reicuinge honses

&I

ghteen feet high.
he i'mifl

passageway (ot

.

when members
of }Curnim
plishied their ascent.  After examining the
toof we passed up an outside flicht of ste)
leading to the base of the dome, and en-
tered a door which led to the cirenlar sal-

Lt ae

bave accom-

ik

fery around the interior, which is knows |

as the whispering aallery. Dy stativfiing |

one ol our party elose to the wall oo one |
)

.'";-n i

e and passing around (o the opposite

tulk, and held a conversation in a low
tone, althongh they were 139 feet apart.
The dome has an inner and onter wall, |
and between these is the stairease for the

ascent, to the lantern.  When half way ap

a small gallery on the side of the dome.
Luuki:zg down to the floor of the Cathe-
draly the beight was so immense that the
peaple walking abiout below looked like
mere infmts,  After resting here awlile
we examived the mosaics, which looked

found they were very coarse, each stone |

Ano-lber asvent brouglt us o the top of |
the dome, where there is an outside buleo-
ny swronnding  the  colonnade lantern
which sormonnts the dome. From this
print a grand view of Rowe and all the
surrounding country ean be had, extend-
ing to the Mediterranean, a distance of
thirty-five miles, over the almost bare
Campagna, between Rome and Civita Vee-
chia, whilst on the other side is the Alban
Hills and the chuin of the Appenine Moun-
tnins. After enjoying this view and the
fine, cool breeze, we eutered the lantern
and ascended by another spiral staircase
to the top of the lantern, where an upright
iron ladder gave us access to the ball,
which is formed of copper plates eight feet
in diameter and Las Leld sixtéen persorls,
thongh, we rather suppose, not of the size
of the four who entered it to-day. Itis
not often entered by ladies, who nsnally
give out by the time they reach the bal-
cony, but even the yoongest and weakest
of our party made the eutire ascent.

A Lirrie Crapce—In the majestic
Cathedral of W estminister, London, famed
as the burial place of kings, princes, no-
bles, and the great in literature and war,
there is a little cradle, chiseled from mar-
ble that bas grown gray with time. Peer
around beneath the canopy, and smile
lovingly at the little chubby face, with
cap aud [rill, that presses the pillow so
quietly in sleep. Why is the baby so
honored as to sleep besides the dust of
greatness?! The marble bears no name,
bat the record reads: “Princess Soplia,
daughter of James 1., died 1600, aged 3

llll.\'s."
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A galden rule for a young lady is to
converse always with your female friends |
as thongh a gentleman were of the party,
and with young men as if your female
friends were present.

The sweetest life is to be ever making
sacrifices for Christ; the bardest iifs «

man can lead on earth, the wmost full of |-

wisery, is to be always doing Lis own will
and seeking to please Limself,

However uneontrollable the cirenmstan-
ces of our life may be, the qualities of
character which we seek to enltivate in

moss which feeds on the life of the tn-t-;un the base minded it is like
| waler into the sea,

w hiigh it pretends to adorn.

we coufer benefits; for if we bestow thew
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The gift of praver may have praise with

| power with God,

throwing | man, but it is the grace of praver that L
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