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HE WILLIAMSOR
PLIN OF CORN
CULTURE

Wonderfal Results Obtained
from This New Process,
The Plan in Detail

The improved method of corn col-

ture was discussed by the Board of
Trade at its meeting held Janunary 3,

1807, and the fuollowing was ordered to
he printed, so as to induace the farmars
of the county to fall in line with those
who have tried it:

“The moest important agricultural
discovery ever made in the southern
statesa?” Bo says Prof. Harper, pro-
{eAsnr of agricultare at Clemson c¢ol-
ege.

‘‘An amazing discovery destined to
revolutionize agricaltare in the sonth.”
So says Prof. O. Lewis Newman, asso-
ciate professor of agriculture,

A sucecess beyond question and too
far ahead of exi«ting methods to per-
mit a comparison.” So say thousands
of farmers from Virginia to Texas, who
have tried the plan.

A method that increased the yiald of
corn from 100 to 800 per c~nt will cer-
trinly work a revolation —not merely
a change, but a far-reaching revolu-
tion.

E Mclver Williamson of Darlington
county has eyolved a plan for increas-
ing corn yields that has done these
thing+ indicated above.

So much has been published aboat
the plan and so many people are talk-
ing about it—so much hope rests apou
it—that it is necessary to say that the
p'an hus resalted frowm ten years’ care-
ful experimentation. There was no
chance in it Partsofthe pian bad
been in use before But asa whole
Mr. Williamson has brought it out and
while he does not claim 1t us perfeot,

nor ¢y-n yet comp'ete, he does assert
and the fuots back it up, that the true
principle h#s been found and on this
a!l subsequent development must rest.

IDEA OF STUNTING CORN

This principle resis on the'idea of
stunting corn. Stunting is the word
This may be done on any kind of soil,
according to the verdict of the farmers
at the recent corn congress in Darling-
ton, although Mr. Williamson himaelf
says« that he bhas no river land and
therefore knows nothing of the effect
on this kind of soil. Others say that it
makes no difference. The prineiple is
the same in every case, although it
may be varied according to condi
tivus,

The plan will be described in detail
farther on in this article. Some of the
results as obtained by practical farm-
ers are given herewith, and the testi
mony was aliogher voluntary Any
one who has tried to get farmers to
talk will recognize how hard it is to
get expressions of opiuion from them,
and these expressions are the more
valuable in the light of thal fact.

December 13, 1906, a corn cougress
was held in Darlington, 8. C., where
quite & pamber of those who have
tried the plan make their report as
follows :

R. H. Rogers, one of the staunchest
and most conservative farmers on the
state was mude chairmau. Mr. Wil
liamson, originator of the plan ex-
plained the object of the meeting,
stating that time and money had been
spent to bring this plab to a working
basis and the world should get the
benefit and that all those present
should give iheir experiences. He
stated that he had made on ona acre
this yeur 101 bushels and 17 quarts.
15,070 stalke on this acre.

J. B Edwards said he averaged 35
bushels to the acre. Did not follow
the plan eclosely. Belisves. he would
have made fifty if he had followed .the
plan, although extremely wet weather.

E W. MclIotosh made 45 bushels per
acre with $6.00 worth of feriiliz-r.

G. F. Wallace made 90 bushels to
the acre with 900 I1bx. of fertilizer, after
feeding a lot of fowlson it for two
months before gathering

Mr. Goodson ha:l. made 45 bus. and
his land was great!y improyed, more
than the valoe of the fertilizer. He
was no need to change anything iu

he plan.

John Rogers said that on 356 acres of
and this year he had made 70 bas. to
the acre. S.id this was the correcty
way to raise corn. Laind bad beeu im
proved moare than value of fortilizer.

David R Coker, an editor, said this

discovery wa« a tremendous thing for
the south. No one could form an idea
how ugly it lookea daring the stunt-
ing process. A farmer pussing Mr.
Williamson’s field said th» corn was
th~ pooreat he had »ver seen, but four
weeks later, said it was the flonest
thing he ever saw

W. B. MeCown said he bhad made
80 bushels on an average of six acres,
He put $13 worth of rertilizer to the
acre, and said he would not take $15
per acre for the worth of fertilizar ieft
on the land He . formerly made on
the same land 10 bushels to the acre.
The nlan needs no ehange.

Fred W. Law averaged 40 bushels
on 24 acres. KForty acres formerly did
not fill | is barn. although he had ased
500 Ibs. of fertilizer to the acre. ,

On 20 acres under thig plan, he had
made ' ne-third more than on the 40
acres under the old plan. The 20 acres
more than fi'led his barn ang he had
to baild a new on+="10 hold the over-
fiow. This wes not a gond year for
corn and hie land was left in bebter

Wayne Q. Kiug averaged sixt
bu-hels on 28 wg » 1
R 8 Graut of Chesterfleld eounty
040 acres made 76 bushels to the
ae e, Formerly had made 20 bushels
G. W -Abbott, M J. Moondy, and
others give strong testimony.

TRIED (N OTH«R STATES

E D. Smith, of the Southern Cotton
Association, says the plan has been
‘ried with saccess in and the
following letter is evidence enough of
how it takes in Alabama :

Montgomery, Ala., Bept. 18 08
MclIver Williamson, Mont Qlare, » C

Averting to our conversation at Ho!
Springs, with regard to my reqgues!
for a sample of corn grown sfter your
method, I now have to say that I find
that I can gt such a sample near here
from a gentleman who waa induced to
test same. Suffide it to say that the
gentleman in question is delighted,
aud agr-es with me in that yoars is
the most valuoable contribution that
has been made inmany vears to South-
ern agricultare. ;

I shall push the matter in this state,
and expect to see it generally adopted
by oar farmers.

The gentleman above referred to
tells me that be will make from 75 to
80 bushels of corn to the acre after
your method, and on land which or-
dinarily woold not wuake more than 10
to 12 bushels

Yery respectfully yours,
W. H. SEYMOUR,

Prea. Ala. Div. « C, A,
S0 many thousands have tried the
plan in this and other states that it
wouald be a taxk to collect even the
most of the evidence.
It was tri-d with notable success at
Santae, in Uninn county, according to
the report of R. R and James Jeter
and tue farmers are going to adopt
the plab exciusively next season.
Dr. R R Jeter of Whitmire, New-
berry conuty, vice president and gen-
eral manager of 1he Glenn-Lowry
Manufactaring comoany, tried it and
made the finest corn he ever made,
lespite’ a wet year. tnd not following
the plan closely
Capt D J. Griffith, the well known
superintendent of the penitentiary.
and one of the bes. farmers om the
state, tried 10 acres on his farm in Legx
ington county. He followed the plan
closely as he could, but on accoant of
:he excessive rainfall, was not able
to apply fertilizer at the proper
time. He made 400 buoshel« on 10
acres, He made on the same land
ander the old me«thod 15 bushels to
the acre with 200 pounds of fertiliz-r
Capt Griffith says he cut the pince
describing the Williamson plan out of
the paper last spring. He is satisflad

that the planis the true method of

cultivating corn ; says there is vot a
bit of doubt about it. '
From ?ezry quar.tgr fnl’ the state,
news has n receiyed o Tan.
ing tried and foand O g"‘gﬁﬂ)ﬁ' y
;ionbm it bur thuse who have not tried
t.

I made seyeral measuremenis in the
rows on Mr. Wilixmson’s plantation
The first 30 fe«t shiowed 34 stalks ; the
second 89, the third 44, and the fourth
386 This makes a rough average of 38
stalks or about eight inches apart
This corn would average 65 busheis to
the acre,

ENORMOUS ROOT GROWTH

The enormous root growth is mark
ed. A grown man can hardly pall
ap the stalks now and cannot do so
when they are green.

Weighing the cob and the corn
shows that 87 50 per cent. is corn, or
against 60 per cent of the old method.
One of the notable features is the
large, full ear ; there are very few fal
ty ears and nabbing. [ noticed this in
every pile of corn I saw while in Dar-
ington county. There is a8 much im
provement in the average ear s in the
actual amount of corn made.

AS TO MR. WILLIAMS

So solicitous is he that the plan
should be exploited for the benefit of
the “*ene-horse’’ farmer Lhat Mr. Wii-
linmson shuns personal notoriety of
all kinds. He has made nothing and
»xpects to make nothing oy his dis-
covery, which is destined to change
the face of the country and almoat al
+ bound make the S8H»uth indipendent
of the world. When the southern
farmer is raising his corn and meat, he
can fairly well set a price on his cotton
and get it

Owing to the interest manifested in
the Williamson plan of culturé. The
Hustler today reproduces in detail the
disovery of a Darlington county far-
mer It follows:

“KFor a nomber of years after I began
to farm I followed the old time method

of puttiog the fertilizer all under the
corn, planting on a level or higher, six
y three feet, pushing the plant from
the start and making a big stalk, but
the ears were few and frequently small.
[ planted much corn in the spring aod
bought much more corn the nextspring
until fically [ was driven to the cunclu-
sion that coran could not be made on up-
lands io this section. certainly not by
the old method, «xcept at a Joss.

] did not give up however, for I
knew that a farmer who did pot make
his own corn had never succeeded, and
never would, 8o I begao to experiment.
First, I plant-d lower, and the yield was
better, but the stalk was still too large,
so I discontinued altegether the applica
tiou of fertilize s befure planting, and
knowing that all erops should be ferti-
lized at some time, I used mixed ferti-
lizer as & side application and applied
th= more soluble nitrate of soda later
being gvided n this by the excellent
results obrained from its use asa top
dresser for vats. Still the yield, tbough
regular, was oot lurge, and the small-
ness of the staulks now suggested that
they should be planted thicker in the
drill. This was done the next year
with results so satisfactory that [ con-
tinuved from year to year to increase tbe
nuruber «f stalks aod the fertilizer,
with whieb to sustain them, also %o ap-
ply nitrate of soda at last plowing, and

coudition. 3

w lay by early, sowing peas broadcast,

This" metbod steadily inoreased the.
vield vntil year before last (1904) with
vorn 11 ioches apart in six-fout rows
and $11 worth of fertilizer to the acre.
[ made 84 bushels average to the acre,
saveral of my best scres making as
much as 125 bushel«, !

“Last year(19u05) T foilowed the same
method planting the first week in April
70 acres which had produced the year
before 1,000 pounds seed cotton per acre.
This land is sandy upland, somewhut
rolling. Seasons were very unfavor.
ahle, owing to the tremendous rains in
May and the dry and extremely hot
weather later. From Jure 14 to July 12
the time when it most needed moisture,
there was only five-eigbts of ao inch of
rainfall here; yet with $791 cost of
fertilizer, my yleld was 52 busheils per
acre. Rows were «ix feet and corn 16
iuches in drill,

“With this method on land that will
ordiparily produce 1.000 pounds-of seed
cotton with 800 pouads of fertilizer. 65
bushels of corn per acre should be made
by using 200 pounds of coston seed
meal, 200p unds of ucid phosphate and
100 pounds of kaipit mixed. or their
equivalent in other [lertilizars, and 125

| pounds of nitrste of soda, all to be used

as side application as directed below.

““On lavd that will make a bale and
oneé-hall of cotion peravre whea wel)
fertilized, & huadred bushels of cora
should be produoced by doubling the
amount of fertilizer above, except that
300 pounds of niuwrate of soda shonld be
used.
*In each ecase there should be left on
the land in corn stalks, pea~, vines and
roots, from $12t0 $16 worth of fertilizers
material per acre, besides the grest
benefit to the land Dom 80 large ao
amount of vegetable matter. The place
of vhis in the permanent improvemen!
of land can never De taken by commmer
cial tertilizer, for it is absolutely im
possible %o muake lands rich as longa,
they wre lsoking lu vegetable matter.

*Land should be thorvughly and deep-
¥ broken for ovro, and this is the tlme
io u system of rotation to deepen th®
snil. Cotton reguires a more COmp4cis
8l than curn‘ aund while a deep #0il is
essential to it+ best development, it will
uwol produce as well on loose open land,
while corn coes best on land throughly
broken. A deep soil will nes only pro-
duce more heavily

 soi] | €18 to the acre, I leave 16 inches apart
Wx’m%m IS BUEHETE "t Ehe scr, 12 fuches

more wet a3 well as more drv weather.

" 1o prepariog for the corn crop, iandl
show'd be broken bruadeast during the
wiuter one-fourth deeper than it bas been
plowed before. or if much vegetabie
matter is*being turned under, it may be
broken one-third deeper. This is as
‘nuch deepening a8 land will usually
stand in gne yrar and prodoce well,
though it may be coatinued each year,
+» loug a8 much dead vegetable wmalter
is being turned under. It may however
be subsoiled w0 any depth by fullowing
in bottom of tarn plow furrow pro-
vided no more of the subsoil than has
been directed is turped up. Break with
a two horse plow if possible, or beuter,
with disc plow. With the latter cot-
wn stalks or corn stalks as lurge as
~w@¢ ever make can be turned under
without having been chopped, and io
pea vines it wiil not chokeor drag.
Never plow land when it is wet, if you
expect ever lo have any use f r it again.

“‘“Bed with turao plow in six-foot rows,
leaving five inch balk. When ready w
plant, break this out with scooler,
following in bottom of this furrow d: @)
with Dixie plow, wing taken off! Ridge
then on this furrow with same plow
still guing deep. Run corn pianter on
this ridge, dropping one ygrain every
tive or six inche«, Plant early, as soon
as frost daoger is past, say first season-
able spell after March 15th, in this see-
vion. Especially is early. planting
necessary on very rich lands where
stalks cannot otherwise, be prevented
from growing too large. Give first work-
ing with harrow or any plow that will
not cover the plant. For second work-
ing, use ten or twelve-inch sweep on both
siges of corn, which should now be
about eight inches high. Thin after
this working. It 13 not necessary that
the plants should be left all the same
distance apart, if the right number re.
m=in to each .yard of row.

“Corn should not be worked agawn
until the growth has been so retarded,
and the stalk so bardened that it will
pever grow to large. This is the most
difficalt point in the whle process.
Experience aud judg+ment are required
0 konow just how much the stalk shoud
be stunted, and pleoty of oerve is re-
quired to lold back your corn whe«
your neighbours, who fertilized at plant-
ing time and cullivated rapidly, have
¢orn iwice the size of yours. (They ure
having their fun now. Yours will come
at harvest time ) The richer the lund
vhe more necessary it is that the stuntiog
process should be thorougly done.

‘““When you are convinced that your
corn has been sufficiently bumiliated,
you may begin to make the eaur. It
should pow be from 12 wo 18 inches high,
and look worse than you huve ever
had any corn to look before.

“Put balf your mixed fertilizer (ibis
being the first used at all) lo the ola
sweep furrow on bhoth sides of ever)
other middle, aud cover by breakiog
out this middle with tura plow. Abou,
one wegk later treat the other middle
the same way. Withio a few days side
corn’ in first middie with 16-inch sweep*
Pat all your nilrate of soda in this fur-
row, if less fhan 150 ods. If more,
u-e one-half of it now. Cover with one
farrow of turn plow, then sow peas i
this middle broadcast at the rate ol »t

least one bushel to the acre, and finish
breaking out. ;

b _h"'f'. >
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| your crop with a goud bed and pleaty

*lo a few days side corp in other mid-
dle with some sweep, put balance o
altrate of sods in this furvow, if it has
been divided, cover with turn plow*
sOW . peas, and break out. This lays by

of dirt around your stalk. This should
be from June 10 to20 unless the season
8 very late, and corn should be bardly
bunching for tassel.’

‘“‘Lay by early. More corn is ruined
by late plowing Lhan by lack of plowing.
This is when vhe ear is bum..  Two good
rains after layiog by should make you a
good crop of corn, and it will certainly
make with much less rain than if pushed
and fertilized in the old way.

“The salks thus-raised are very
small, and do vot require anything like
the moisture even 1n proportion to size
vbat i3 necessary for large sappy stalks
They may, therefore, be left much
tbicker in the row. This is no new pro-
cess It bas long been s cuscom to cut
back vines and trées in order to increase
the yield and quality of frut, and so
l»ng as you do vot hold back your corn,
it will go like mine so long weant, all to
stalk,

*‘Do not be discouraged by the liok:
of your coru duriug the process of culti-
vation. It will yield out of all propor-
tion to its appearance. Large stalks can
oot make large yields, except with ex-
tremely favorable seasons, for they can
uot stand a luck of moisture. Early ap-
plications of manure go to make large
stalks, which you do not want, and the
plant food is all thus used up betore the
ear, which you do not want, is made:
Tall stalks, not only will not produese
well themselyes but wili not allow you
“w make the pea vines, 50 nvCCessary
ihe improvement of land. Courn raisec
oy this m«thod should never grow ovves
seven and & balf frel high, aud wbe ea:
:bould be near vo the ground.

“I'consider the fiaal application of
gitrate of suda an evseatial point in this
car-making process. It should always
be a'pplied at last plowiog and unmixed
with other fertiliz rs. '

*1 am satisfled with one ear 1o th.
stalk, uoless u prolific variety is plant
ed, aud leave a hundred stalks for ever)
bushel that I expect 10 make. [ finc
the six foor row easiest to cultivate
without iojuring the corn. For 50 bush-
ri

apart, and for 100 bushels to the acre
eight inches apart. Corn sbould b
plaoted fivu four to six inehes below the
tevel, and laid by from four to 6 inches
above. No bhoeing should be necessary,
aod middles may be kept eclean unti
ime to break out, by using hurrow o
by running one shovel furrow in ceoter
of middle and beddiug ou thatl, with one
or more rounds of turn plow.

“1 would advise only & few acres tried
by this method the first year, or until
you are familiad with its application.

dspecially, it is bard at first to fully
carry out the stunting process, where a
whole crop is inyolved, and this is the
absolutely essential part of the process.

This method [ bave applied or seen
applied, successfully, to all kindsof land
in this section except wet lands and
molst bottoms, and I am confident it can
be made of great benefit throughout the
entire South.

In the Middle West. where corn is so
prolific and profitable, and where, un*
fortunately for us, so much of ours has
been produced, the stalk does not natur-
ally grow large. As we come south its
size ipcreases, at the expense of
the ear until in Cuba and Mexi-
¢o it 18 nearly all stalk (witness Mexican
varietles.)

The purpose of this method is to elim-
inate this tendency of cornto overgrowth
at the expuense of yield in this Southern
climate.

By this method I huve made my corn
erop more profitable than my cotton
crop, and my neighbors and friends who

derived great benefit therefrom.

Plaot your own seed. 1 would not ad-
vise a change of seed and method the
suEn@® year, as you wlll not Lhen know
from which you have derived the bene-
fit. [ bave used three varieties, and all
have done well. [ have never used this
method for late plaoting. In faet 1 do
a0t advise the lawe plaouiog of corp, up-
\@ss it be pecessary for cold low lands.

“The increased cost of labor and the
high price of all material and land are
rapidly making farming unprofitable,
except-to those who are getting from
oae acre what they formerly got from
two We must make our lands ricber
by plowing deep, planting peas sod oth-
er legumes, maouring them with acid
pbesphate wod potash, which ar- relut—
ively cheap aud returning to tbe roil the
resultant vegetable matters rich in bu-
mus and expeonsive nitrogen. The nceds
of our soil are such that the South can
pever reap the fuil measure of prusperi-
ty that should be bers nntil thisis done- |

I give this method as a farmer o the
farmers of the Routh, trasting tht there-

aave adopted i, have without exception |. T

confided to Mr. Crawford that he wo
bave to cat out a lot of *‘‘those damnd
ditiners,” as midoight lobstcrs do
seem to agree with him any mores. -
Blackburn is hére _refers o
newspaper men to his attorney.
Jan. b
Asheyille friends and relstives of U
gressman J, M. Gudger, Jr., are uneas;
about . the representative from
Tenth District. When ad-
jourved for the holidays Mr. S
and family went to New York 0 pend. ..
the season with Mr. Gadger’s son, Em«
“Uacle Joe’ met Gudger, in the naval service them Jeor

——

CONGRESSMAN GUDGER ILL

Washington, Jaa. 5.

Hon. Clment Maaley of Wiaston-
Salem who cwme Here tn investigate
the Blackbura matier for Governor
Glenn has gone to New York, and no
step is likely 1o bs taken until he re-
turns to the state whea he will explain
to the goveraor thc result of his investi-
gations

Congressman-elect Crawford of the
Tenth District is here and will remain
several days. He had a pleasant talk
with Spesaker Canoon.

t‘a;f :

As a Successpr to the firm of Brooks &
Williams |

I will endeavor to main-
tain the high standard of mer:
chandise earried by them.

Our offer fo the frade is ihe best
value the markets have to offer

No item is so small that it will
not receive our best attention.

J. O. WILLIAMS.
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to sell at a price. It is made
for quality only. The resultis =
- real shoe value, . - . =
" Every cent of the cost i
for skiliful, conscientious, =~
workmanship — for better 5
leather—for better linings. ' = =
The Stetsgn is tly
called The Betterﬂgll:lloe.
See it before. you buy
your next shoes.
Full lines—all styles—all
leathers. Forsaleby
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“.g;»;} VYon caunot paszibly get fall heating valve

{3 fraa fuel i you 2o nuot use the celehruted ”
{r‘; Viize JI+ T¥aut ileater. The puteut down-
A digit, which 15 perfected only in tho Wilsen,

ot only lossens consmuplion
of fu L but Lur:is inlo actuxl
Jirat 2'1 grses geuerated, - This
cambinaiien of economy and
eii:cicucy makes the
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