TAXATION

Experts h.n Assess Billicuit Properfiss
—Tie Standard of Valne is to e
100 FPer Cent of Conservative Judg-
‘:j— Revaluation is  for Benefit

ceal  Governmenis—A  Square

Deal for Cities and Towns,

(By A. J. Maxwell)

The last article covered the organi-
zation for the revaluation of real es-
state under the new act, except spec-
ial examiners. The act authorized
the Tax Commission to employ for the
State special examiners to assist in
appraisal of properties the value of
which is difficult to ascertain. This
i Provision anticipates that in so far
as it may be found practical experts
#'in appraisal of particular classes of
property will be employed with the

B view that all property of each of such
‘classes wil be acurately and equally
‘BB appraised in all parts of the State.

8 Capitalization of enterprises haas been
W handled in such wide variety of ways
that it furnishes in many cases a to-
2 tally inggourate index of the value of
2 the property represented, The suc-
'\ tess of the revaluation plan will de-
J pend upon the thoroughness, accur-
“ N acy and fairness with which it 1is
::o ' done, and it will not do to assess at
qu full value the classes of property the
' I value of which will be within the
| knowledge of the assessor and to take
' '\ & poor guess at the value of other
.|, Properties as to the value of which he

3 will have Jittle knowledge.
=,, 123 The Standard of Value
“4* The standard of value is 100 per

a. cent, or as expressed in the act, what

" the property would sell for at ordi-
pary sale for cash, Forced sales,

Yortion plan,” or the allurements of
time prices are to be eliminated as a
matter of course. The act does not
: anticipate that unnaturally inflated
i values shall be used, even when sup-
§ | ported by some conditions of sale,
% The rule is plain enough: the difii-
cLlty is in the application. That ele-
o\ mont of value is in every case a mat-

LR A

izf'baaed upon accurate knowledge of the
4 property. A very small percentage of
| ‘property has actually changed hands
~_'_.'_',;by recent sale, and even as to this
- small percentage there is in every
1-* case room for investigation of the
t-i-;""character and conditions .of the sale

I “to ascertain if the price represents

-

"THE FUNDAMENTAL Q['I:‘.S'l‘l(l.\'*lactual fair value.
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The judgment of
well-informed men  will in  almost
every case differ, The one thing that
will be insisied uvon is that tue as-

SOIES GELCCY i every case, as (o

each piece of property, large or smalil,

tget all the available facts—not take

Or granied, but take the trouble to
investigaie—and after acquiring all
the knowledgze that can reasonably be
gained in a proper way, exercise an
intelligent, conservative judgment as
to actual, stable value, and then apply
100 percent of that judgment as the
_basis cf value. 'To use any other bas-
is—95 or 99 per cent—would be like
sknocking a chock from behind the
wheel of a car standing on a steep in-

(£line—it would settle right back to
Ithe old levels, with a different ruie
"applying in each county, and with In-

equality the general rule.

Revaluation For Benefit of Countles
and Clitles

The State tax rate has been reduced
this yvear to 11 2-3 cents. The-average
tax rate in, the counties, including
specia) taxes for various local pur-
poses was 108 per cent in 1918. In
most of the larger cities of the State
the total rate is around 3 per cent,
So that about 10 per cent of the taxes
collected in the counties from prop-
eriv will be for the use of the' State,
and less than 5 per cent of total taxes
collected from property in the cities
is for the use of the State. The State
13 pursuing a policy of receding from
the property tax, and looks now de-
finitely to a complete abandonment

counties. So that the chief purpose

auciion sales, and sales on “the ei-

means of revenue to meet tha

ciaries of its success.
A Square Deal for the Clties

is in the cities especially that we hear
the complaint that high tax rates are
confiscating income from property,
and a very great reduction in city tax
rates is essential to the successful
administration of the full value prop-
-erty tax system, The revaluation

bshould leave the total combined tax

rate in the highest taxed city in the

FRENCH BROAD HUSTLER, HENDERSONVILLE, N, C, ¥ " "My

- w

There are three provisions that will
become effective under
ticn that will be interssting particu-
larly to the municipalities, and that
jwill tend to lower the raies
Shares of stock in their banks have
heretofore been distributed to the resi-
dence of the sharcholder, wirerever ne
Now all the shares ol steck in
every bank will be ioxed
bank is located, against the bank,and
therefore all the stock will be liable
for municipal tax, and in the muii-
cipality where the bank is located.

Real estate and fixtures
phone companies have been distribut-
ed on wire mileage.
erty now located within a municipai-
ity will be subject to the municipal

All such pro:-

Railroad depots, yards and terminal
facilities have heretofore been assess-
ed ar a part of the total
distributed on main line track mile-
age, so that with a few slight excep-
tions they have paid town and city
taxes only upon basis of the length

of main line mileage within the cor-

jporate limits. Under the revaluation

next year the value of all
properties within the corporate limits
of city or town will
rmunicipal taxes,

be subject

MR. FLEMING TO LEAVE

Depert When Work Started
Last Year Is Completed.

¥ditor French Broad Hustler:—
Although the County Commissioners

of the property tax for its revenue, of Henderson County have withdrawn
except for the public school tax, tieir support from the Agriculturai
rwhich will be distributed back to the Extension Work, the authorities of the
tate and Nation have decided to re-
of the revaluation act is to furnish a; ain the services of Mr. Fleming as
move accurate, efficient and equitablg rqifnfy Agent for the present. This
local.sction is taken because of work thatl
ag ptarted last year due to war con-
4cly #till needs supervisior.
o it ju practical Mr.
wred to other

needs of the counties and cities of the 3
State. They will be the chief benefi- 'gitions _wi
Just as soon as
Fleming will be transt
The tax burden bears especially |york and the Agricultural n. 3
heavy in municipalities where S0 firvice will comply with the wishe.
many modern improvements havel t the people, as expressed by their
been provided at public expense. If Joard of County Commissioners,
ever all connection with the State
.a1d Federal Governments in the work
f Agricultural development,
Yours very trualy,
JAMES M.
District Agent

Asheviile, April 10, 1919,
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State right close around one per cent.

missioners were induced to extend the

time of advertising property for taxes
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(Continued from Page Six)

| ing the rich surface soil, by terracing
their lands or other conservation
methods they swould both benefis
themselves and the hotiom lands :.1.‘..-*;;-

1 (Lerracing sheuld be-
gin at the top of the hill, not &5 the
bottom, or the terrace bunks will be

o ¥
LA Sei'CaIms,

-~

broken froguently.)

that bring down silt and sand be given

""""f‘er"“?”—'.“'-h‘c district. It is highly
desirable that this material held in

the main channel

will be deposited and so that eresion

“stops up” about 3 feet. They may

wire. Such dams have been used
with success in California and ought

in this State. If the reaches above
these dams finally become filled with
sand, it may be advantageous to build
more of these checks, but experience
in the Piedmont section, to which
this district is compazable, does not
indicate that much worl of this kind
will be necessary. .,
District Organization’ .

~ In 1915 a drainage district'#r the
improvement of Mud Creek and its
tributaries was organized, a survey
made, and a final report of the board
of viewers filed with the Clerk of
the Superior Court of Henderson
County on March 20, 1916. Mr. G.

the engineer. The district comprized
all the streams discussed in this re
nort, but the improvement of Mud
Creek was to stop at Johnson’s Bridge

and about 2 miles below Clear Creek.

)

o1
Newman, secretacy, abd R. K, Stepp.

elecied on May 20, 1916.

The proposed improyvements were
to be done by the Heundersonville
township and Henderson county
dredge, which was at that time sta-
tioned in Mud Creek above the Ed-
neyvilie road for the purpose of ob-
taining sand. The work was to have
consisted in simply widening and
deepening the present water courses
to a depth of from 3 to 4 feet below
their thein existing levels. The esti-
mate called for the excavation of
some 597,700 cubie yards of material,
which at 4 cents per cubic yard, to-
gether with the cost of clearing.
engineering and legal expenses and
some raaintenance work amounte! to
about $12,000.

Further Survey

A mecander o1 the poruons of Mud
Creek and its tributaries, which are
to be included in the proposed dis-
trict, should be made and levels taken
throughout. Except at the lower end,
if this is to be taken into iLhe new
district, there will be no necesziy of
measuring the edges of the bottom
land to determine the area, since this
has been already done.

After the route of the ditch has
been decided upon, it should be lo-
cated on the ground. Along the lo-
cated line stakes should be set at
100-feet intervals and levels should
be taken at each station to enable
a profile to be made and the amount
of excavation to be determined.
Soundings should be taken about
every 500 feet along the line to de-
termine the location of rock, so that
changes may be made in the located
line to avoid it as much as possible.

A survey would require about one
month time for a party consisting of
the engineer in charge, one levelman,
one rodman, and two axemen. Much
of the country is open and not much
cutting will be required. Board can
be obtained at Hendersonville or
along the creek, the party driving tc
and from the work.

Based on pre-war constructicn
prices the cost of improving Mud
Creek end its tributaries would be

gimilar districts which have been con-
structed in the Piedmont section of
North Carolina. While the fall is less
than the average, thus requiring
larger ditches, the amount of bottom
land per mile along Mud Creek is

larger than the average on most

Piedmont streams, and reduces the
cast per acre. .

Since the project is practical, the
question arises as to whether it would
be botier to wait for a few years
antil construction prices became low-
er, or to undertake the work at once.
Experience after all great previous
wars seems to indicate that prices are
very slow in declining and authori-
tics seem generally apgreed that “It
is doubtful if rsduetion will occur
within the near future to any marked
degroe, unless factors other than the
economi® ecnditions now _r:rcv.-::-‘_}_in,r:

come into play?? Materials are hign
lakor is high and likely to continue
so. but land and farm »roduct: a3
also high, and it may he cavisanl
to start the praojeet at cnee Lo Xea:
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uncerfaken, it is  urgently recom- O¢lock with Mrs. L. M. Colt in thel %D TO HIiRE a2 married man,

mended that the numerous tributaries chair., Mrs. R. T. Wheelright, Sec afty &

proper atiention by the local land-

suspension py these swift flowing
streams be deposited before it reaches
by conat A . This maily1 beglone

-onstructing one or more low dams jby-laws : 7 i r 5
across the branch stream just above &V that were drafted by Mrs.
its mouth, to check the velocity of
water so that the suspended material

in the channel itself will be prevent-
ed. In its simplest terms the sys-
tem consists in making the bottom of
the branch stream nearly level be-
tween check dams, each of which

be built in a very economical manner
by the use of wood posts and hog

to be of value in drainage districts

W. Justice, Hendersonville, N. C., was'

,Miss Wright were unanimously 1e-

juat below the junction of Miil Creek. This program followed which show-| First ciass condition,

in all, 12 1-2 miles of crooks werg
to be improved and the area to be
oer‘;eﬁted wa-sP found to be abOudt ?]l:,- Manree Doetrine and its BEffeets oy,
500 acres. etition was gigne e I m e 8o . =i
39 landowners for the imprlgvem:i,: 'A_man@ﬁﬂ. History,” and “Freedom o- eg / r 1% ~F. C. i-
while only 4 opposed it, but legui
difficulties brought up by the opposi- L. R. Barnwell, were both well reaz.
tion after the fina! report was filed
caused the project to b2 dropped for
the time being. The organization
eyen weni so fa¥ as to elect a2 board
" dug| o e R Al b /
oralfage commissionatd (onsusth > onts
of W. L. Jordan, chairman; Joseph |

A superiniendent of constodction was

very little, if any, higher than other }.

VYEETING OF WOMNAAN'S CLUB

By-Laws Adopted After Interesting

Hineesi00,

—0
DITERS?TY 0_1:_‘ BARGAINS }
FOR JUSTLER READERS |

U_ne cent a word for each inser. :
tion, each initial or abbreviation |
counting as a ward |

N\

aman’s Clab held their megs

o T — -

|

Ing in the school auditorium o Wed-
nesday afternoon, April 9, at 3:%0

ars per month, house rent
Pro tem, called the roll and the ma-| - = 2'4STX you want a place,

dority of the 17 who answered, re-| _oo° ‘0 See ine doxn =
sponded to their name with a current Wooley, on Crab Creek Road,
event. The minutes were read and ’ 11-3t-p.
approved, The new constitution ancg We bave dow Portorics Swoet Pot;

to s

heelright who was chairman of the ’ per bushel, at the F,

kkommittee, were read by her. The'}s’ Royster
seading of each article in both wasihlg rock building by the EaSt
followed by comments and disctlssionsisonvllle Baptist Church. Govan Hyder
before they were adopted. A rising 11-1t-p, )
vote of thanks was given Mrs. Wheel-
right for her untiring efforts in pre- Restless ni
paring this work. There will be an
election of officers at the next meei-
ing and every member is urged to a:-
atend. | 2 .
Under new business, the president / We need o™ hundred customers
presented a copy of “Everywoman's(tMs week. First come, best bargains,
Magazine,” and told of its contents /Chas, RggfZzelle, 11-2t-¢,
The fingnce comittee will have this in
charge. The hour for meeting will be | FOR SALE- -Five
at 4 o’clock hereafter. The .commit-| in May. J.
tees were not ready for reports so ac- FHome
tion was deferred until the next meer-
‘ing. Miss Carson stated that $40.00 |FGK SALE or Exchange—12 acres
was realized from the rummage sale close ‘n at a bargain, P. 0. Box
on April 5, and asked for a contribu-| 3554. Hendersonville, N. C.
tion for the sale last Saturday. -
Mesdames George H. Valentine, |FOR SA1LE—Baby ch y with moth-

Charles Gray, George Wright =nada ers. Yhane . 11-10-1t,

|qlla 10'0',
£4 pesearch and was appreciated by 10-3t-c,
‘Rll, Mrs. A. H. Norey's paper, "The | —am e e e e
FOR BALE—Full stock Barred Roekd

s will tarn to resifal
ose who have taken Gar-
ie. 1t.

nlights, ask
ren’s

—will farrow
Wooten, Kentucky

o e

‘ceived as members.

the Seas and Arbitration,” by Mrs.] i,ver Hendersonville, N, C.. Route

s - b '_' £ "# : Lt -
' The meeting adjourned. 2, = £ B 9-3t-p.

- y - ) ‘OR SALE—
Peemtly or Ir money Imck_f;.ar.lt One bay
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b200d vondition, for rent or gale; at ai-
tractive figures, Chas Rozgelle.
ll-gt-C.

j for their
protection.

“The Salt of the Earth™ is the man who brings a family in
this world and takes ecare Yof them, he does his duty,

How about you? Are y on putting your spare money In our
bank so that should sickness or adversity overtake yomn, your

family will not suffer.

sl Axid B seetpamy A F e s

Think it over. Then eo’me in and open an aecount in our
bank. ' :

You will receive 4 per e¢ent interest, ~da

| The (itizens National Bank

= Ve reoresent the sirongest Compenies i the/ World. A Policy
{! i cor of 1hem §s the Beal vValue ohtainabhle Ansarance. Our iong
§ . . v : — . o d . -
A ciness racord gueraniees that your Iasyfance will be properiy
':'_' Fuadiad and grarded agninst orrars duc /o earelessness or inexs
/4 fango. Wher ¥om huay YusuraK Lenpest (o buy the best.
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