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Good-bye, Old Year' Tried, trusty friend,
*  thy tale at last is told.

Oh, New Year, write thou thine for usin
lines of brightest gold.

ITL

T'he flowers of spring must bloom at last,
when gone the winter’s snow;

God grant that after surrow past, we all
somie joy may know.

Though tempest-tossed our bark a while on
Life’s rough waves may be,

There comes a day of calm at last, when we
the haven see.

Iv.
Then ring. ring on, ch, pealing bells! there's
music in the sound. ===

Riog on, ring on, and still ring on, and wake
the echoes round,
The while we wish, both for ourselves and
_ all whom we hold dear,
That God may gracious be to us in this the
bright new year! f
—Chambers's Journal.
-

THEOPERATOR'S STORY.

One afternoon last September, at the
Glen Mountain House, at Watkins Glen,
New York, a telegraphic friend toll me
how he won great success in his profess-
ion, as follows:

to iny room. _

The house was still.  Suddenly ther
rang out an alarm of fire. Soou confu
sion reigned. Guests were rudely awak
2ned. They hurried out of windows or
down the stairs. In a few minute:every
body returned,  pale, tremblinz, and
nerious. The fire had been put out witk
not very heavy damage, strange to say
Nobody, fortunately, was hart. kvery
body congratulatdd everybody on narruw
escapes. To this day thercare, I under
stand, only _three persons who have
known the originof that fire alarin.

To any outsider would it not have
been surprising that the occupants ol
rooms ad joininz mine were more dres-cd

than others of the Hecing guests?  Fur-
thermore, my neighbors had scarcely

disappeared for downstairs, till my pass-
key, furnished by the proprietor, was
used., If ever an intrusion was justifi
able that was, for a quick glance, befors
a hasty exit, showed me a lighted bull’s-
eye lantern set on the carpet, and near il
an open valise, That valise held anelec-
tric battery.  Its wires led to another
valise which centained a reel, from
which led a wire running through a space
beneath the part ally-raised low.r sash
out into the darkness towarl the railway
bridge.

Scarcely had the fire-alarm commotion
subsided when there was a rumbling
and a.roar in the quiet night. The New
York night express was nearing Wat-

Almost three'years ago I visited this
famous watcring-place. I had be.n
“‘working a circuit”in various cities,and |
stopped off here for a little recreation.

Cne cvening, in the dining-room,amid |
the clatter of dishes anl knives nmii
forks, my traine:d ear caught a meaning
from the idle drumming on the tab'e of |
knives in the hands of two well-dressed |
men opposite me. To the crowd, if no
ticed at all, those sounds only indicated
impatience at the hurrying, yet delayed |

walters.

If it had been commonplace conver-a- |
tion I should not hive heede:l their com-
munication, except, perhaps, for sport to
“call” them. They ticked off a phrasc |
cr two at intervals duving their meal. |
Once the bead-wa'ter noticed the clink-
ing of a spoon upon a cup, and inquired |
if cither of them wanted anything.. For
an instant they were confused, then one
said he wanted more coffee. A waiter
replenished his nea:ly full cup. After
that the ticks were less frequent, (i
course 1t was none of my business, but I
could not help hearing the tick-talk,and
the conversation was so curious it great-
ly interested me. ;

. That very evening, while [ was read- |
inz in theo ¥'ce, the two conversers in
lightning-lingo at the table came in and |
lit fresh eigars.” Occasionally the hotel
“ounder” clicked tidings from' the
world in the surrounding nizht. The
death of amanof national preminence
was heralded by the instrnment. Be-
fore the hotel operator informed the by-
standers of that impostant news one of
the stranger operators aid to the other:
**He's dead at lust.”

““Hush!™ whispered the other.

. Nobady seemed to notice the betray-
ing observu:tion or its re oinder. -

As I wondered at the ohject in view
of that pair ol mysterious converserers [
did not reveal my identity, bhut de-
terminud to heed any sigus. = Wheneves
~they were in the dining room first I
thought best not sit npear them, and,
thercfore, did not then obtain any pe-
cnbar information.  After a steambout
ride on h-autiful Seneea, 1 visited Ithaca.
to inspect Coruvell Unisersity. When 1
returned to Watkios, the landloid -told
me he was sorry he .could not wive me
my former room, because of an extia
largze exeursion party.  He could, how-
ever, giveme one as good, which [ thank-
fully accepted. .

That right I was far from being sorry
for the change of room, as | Iiear:?l mys
terious raps on the wall. Somebod v was
“ignaling tosome one in another room.
If the messuze hal been ordinary I
should have signaled that I was an un-
intentional lisiener
It was the same old_iargon of unmean-
ing words and phyas®  From the fre
quent repetition of some of them, o few
had become fumiliar to me.  As a com-
mercial operator, T had hindled many
cipher mcessuges.  To amuse myself 1.
tricd to solve these.  In them a leafing
expression had been: * The soupis late.”
Now the rups said: “The ssup is get-
ting hot.” T was more than ever coan
vinced there was a plit somewhere al out
sometaing. The ¢ conversations, being
disguised, were in themselves suspicjons.
I thought I had made out some of the
key to the ciph r,

As the night was pleasant T went down-
stairs and took a stroli. A few stars
peep:d out. The wind s'ghed through
the fumous gorge elose by. | sauutered
along, cautiously however, as the adja
eent chasm would have been « convenieut
place for a footpad to dispose of his vie-
tim without exciting alarm.

Suddenly I saw a light flash out and
dicappear abpve the glen.  Almost with-
out any reason, I turn-d my head and
saw a light flash from the ypper portion !
of the hot.1. ‘The moonless n ght swal- |
lowed up both lights. Perhaps the lizht
in the hotel was accidental. Maybe my
excited senses were deceived about the
gieam over the glen. Nobody of flesh
and bloo 1 could flasi’ a light one hun-
dred and fifty feet above the 1 ttle stream
whose voice was lost ia the black dejths
below. Perhaps it was a firely flashing
its tiny lamp out in that emptiness BC'ITI‘:‘
five hundred fect from bank to bank at
that point. . .

I stepped close to a large tree; and
thought forsome t me about the unknown
ingredients of that *soup.’ I huvged
1he(rigndl_\' pine-tce as somul_::dy :
walked cautiously past, going toward the |
hotel. A few minutes after I'determined |
to investigate one theory. |

Cautiously I sought the track of the |
railway. Carefully I crept along the ties
and went out over the abyss, 1 estimated |
the distance where the light flashed, and |
earnestly groped for something, I kvew |
not what. :oumay thinkI was fooelish. |

I was about to go back to the hotel |
when my right hand. beside a rail, |
touched a fine wire. I struck a match,”
and, shielding the blaze, I perceived that |
the copper wire ran ‘nto a pasteboard |
cuff bov, tied securely under a cross-tim-
ber. The wire led into the air toward |
the hotel.

The brief light was out. There I
clueg, held up by the structure which,
for all its stone, iron and wood, seefned
toalmost sway in the gale sweeping down
T fpeavyon. Taking out my pocket-knife,

T the wire on the outside of the
hand, and, with my

 spectacies of h's own.

kins Glen station. The bridge watch-
man came from his shanty, and signaled,
‘*Go ahead!” To what! The ponder-
ous train crept over the bridge. I shud-
dered, thinking of what  might have
happened.

The conspirators were hushed. 1
could imagine one, whoSe room gave him
a view of the bridge, peering out anx-
iously as the train’s lights flashed on to
the doomed Dbridge. Did any remorse
seize him for the dustardly deed of try-

'ing to hurl that unwarned train to cer-

tain de th and ru n? e scized the reel
with one hand to quickly draw in the evi-
dence of his erime. With tiie other he

' pre sed the electrie button and speeded

the electric spark to the end of the wire.
The devilish contrivance d d not work.
Before the fiend could recover from his
astonishment the train had passcd safely
aeross the bridge, )

With an oath the villain turned as'the
door was flung optn, and revolvers held

im prisoner.  The tarantula, when cor-
nered, stings itsclf,  The train wrecker
pushed his right hand into a side pocket,
aml withdrew it, not holding a revolver,
but something which he swallowed. He
staggered and fell—dead.  Prussic acid,
carhied for years, had rescued him irom
carthliy punishment. Ilis partuer, next
door, was capturcd by surprise.  I¢,
too, was fully dre~sed, but stoutly de-
nied his comnplicity in &uy crime.

The electric apparatus, wire, infernal
machine, and my testim my convicted
him. Ile is now visiting Auburn, to be en-
tertained by the State for ten vears.  lle

| turned  traitor to the rvest of the cang,

and ‘tried to turn State's evidence. A
unmber of rascals had planned to wreck
that train. Several stationed themselves
in ti:e zien beiow to plunder the debris
an'l"bodies 5

Alv good luck in frustrating the mur-
derous design commended e to the rail-
road comypany, and [ was given a lucra
tive position a< some of my reward for
preveating what would have provén a
calamity almo-t unparalicled in the his-
tovy of railioad<.  That cull box is kept
among the ar hives of the compauy.
Come out northr of here to-morrow, and
I'll show you a fole like a cellar dug by
the explosion of its contents, It con-
tained encugh dynamite and ter-chioride
of nitrogen to have more “than accom-
plished it< villainous purpose. —7. (7,
J":-' .‘{"Jt‘fl"f', a;P! (,"‘.'J'-fu".

: ——
Stanchieving for Prizes.

The slaughtering contest in connec
tion with the Chicaro Fat Stock Show
tor the Washbura prizes attracied wide
attention, an | the leading butchers from
nearly every city of importunce through-
out th~ ecuntry were i: -ttendance
watching the competitors.  U'wenty-tive
imtchers  from  Pittsbareh, Penus,
were pre=ent when the contest ende:l,
The meas re of tme which it was sup-
posed each latcher wonld ¢ sasume from
veadinoof tine to “hnish”™ was fixed
at twonty-iive minutes, for which twenty
points were scored..  iach buteher was
s ored two  points less tor each minute
cousuned over twenty-five, and two
poiuts mere for cach minute he consumed
less than twenty-five. The *“‘time™ was
cali-d when the bulleck was pritched
up, gailet raised, forward fect off, and
richt leg broken, and “‘finish™ called
when the ,entrails, feet, head and hide
weicthrown one ~ide, the caul placed in
a tub, and the, carcass hoisted up and
split down,  The winpers were: AL i,
Mullins—time, 10:17, total points, 108.14;
Larry Noonan—tim~, 10::3, total points,
107:; Walter Dennisou—time, 15:4,
total points, 10208 First prize, $£100;
s:cond. &50: third, $33. .

When He First Saw the Sky.
M. Francisque Sarcey, the eritie, has

written about his eyes. "He was always

near sighted, but be was a schoolboy be-
fure he found it out.  ¢ilne day, for the
fun of the thing, he put on his rlather’s
speetacles.  “Fifty years have passed
since then,” he says, “but the sersation
I exp rienced is Kkeen and thrillinz to
this day.” litherio he had seen the
heavens above him *‘only as thick green
cioth. Now, “*vh, wonder and delight!”
he saw “‘what so enchanted me that I
caag‘fjt speak of it to tuis day without
emdation; betwe n the leaves aud far be-
vond them 1 ttie glimpses of bright blue
sk o."

After that master Nircey had a pair of
The study of
myopia is his hobby, and it makes him
melancholy, a§ it makes many other
people, io know that ia fifteen vears the
p-cjortion of short-sighted lads in the
t'olytechhic school of France has risen
from 30 to 50 per cent., while $0 per
cent, of the students wear glisses. Yet
in the beginning of the Christian era
myopin, which i3 now ‘‘increasing like
an cp demic through Europe,’ was prac-
tically unknown.— &7, Jaes's Gazetle,

Courtship.
The youth with her was deep in love,
His feelings he ceuld scarce command;
And so he said: “(Five me thisclove
That now protects your lily hand!”

A tear shone in her eye so blue,
ShAnd:das h%t; bo:i.om rose and £ell,
e said: “The glove is yours, if vou
Will take the hand asywvell." ke
: —FBoston Courier.

serhaps ol very a tive reert

F
".l-"i exislepte.

“I know that she is fair,” I said,
“As fair as dainty, and well bred,”™
Then, when she turned her pretty head,
She turned mine, too.
—tamntler.

Tailor-Made Jackets,

There is only enc place in which a man
can detect the dillerence between the

genuine and the bogus tailor-made jacket.
I'hat place is the theatre. Your real
swell, who backs her

orchestra chair, shrugs her shoulders

with a compressive wriggle that drops

the collar of the jacket down her ba k,
pulls one sleeve o.7 anid then the other,
und finally folds the garment outside in
with much ostentatious indifference and
tosses it over the back of the chair so as
to have the collar with the Fifth avenue
label exposed exactly under the nose of
the lady in the seat behind her. The
spurious and e¢conomical swell does noth-
ing o that sort. Ileaching her seat she
turns her back to the stage and her face
lo the folksinthenext row b ck squirms
out of her jacket, folds it outside out,
and bangs it so ski-fully over the back
of her chair that no one hut a mind-
reader can ever discover whether it has

the right stamp within or no stamp at

all. ut everyone knows by the way
the garment is [olded whe her it is, the
genuine article or not-——ANew York Letter.

Chances of Matrimony.

I do not undertake to tell each of my
fair reiders how old she will be when
led a blushing bride to the altar, if that
should prove to b+ her destiny, but she
can be told what the chanc s are in the
prescent state of our knowledge of statis
tical facts. If we take the weddings
thgt actually oceur, we shall ind that in
every thousand there will be 179 wives
nnder twenty years, while there wiil he
oniy nine husbands of that tender age.
But perhaps these facts will be better
stated as follows, thus: In every thou-

sand marriages there will be:
Hushaads«, Wires, Ao,
b1 DR 1 { B Trneder 0,
L L SN - 1| M S Between 20 and 2.
S48, .. L Lo L Between 3 and 0,
.. R O Between 50 and 55,
B3 i o ABF i DBotween 55 and 40,
e, B0, Petween 40 and 45,
bl O I o Betwean 45 and St
W2iiigiaatn i weviie - Batween S0:an0d 086,
i, ..., v Loevesea. Betwaen o0 ansd i
e remainder, nine men and  five

women, will be seattered a'ong between
daxty and cighty years

know better. It will be sven, however,
thit the desire as well as the opportunity
for marriage falls off rapidly in Loth
seves after thirty: up to that age both
svem to increase.—firosllun Flagle,

Hindoo Chiid Marrviazes,
It is ¢-sentinl for the horor of a Hin

f E x Y
doo family of rood caste, savs a writer

n i contemporary, that it should on-

tain no unmaureied al:nugh cr of mature

years. The existeuce of such a dangh
r is not only a social disgrace, but a re
igious crime.  When, therefore, a le

male infant is born, the first wlea of her |

father’s mind is not one of pleasure, nor
: but =sim-
1y how to find a husband for her. It

8 not necessury that <she shoatd beeome |

y wife in our sense of the word it suf

ices that sh> should Le. csiven in
of
:he seven steps, which complotes the re-
aglous rite.r  Aged Brabhmins ol gool

! Inmily. still go about the country marry-

me, for a pe uniary  consileration, fe
male infants whom theyv som time= never
see again.  Within the mewmory of men
still living this abominabie proetice was
v fourishing trade. .\ Kulin Brahmin.
perhaps  white-haired. and hilf - blind

ind decrepid, went the round of his |

oeat cach spring, going throngh the
ceremony of marrisge with such f ma'e

moants as were oiered, and jocket
ing his fee, and perhaps never re
turmed  to - the  ¢hild’s  house. o

long a= he lived she could ma:ry vo other
man: when he died she became a widow
for life. The Hivloo child-widow is
lvokid upoa as a thigapa‘t and a:-
:ursed, hearing the p ral v in this world
for sins whi~h she has committed 1 a
g hairis cut short, or
ner head 1s .-haw-g altozether: she ex-
*hanges her pretty ehildish clothes for
the widow’s coar-e and often squalid gar-
ment; she is forbidden to take part in
iny vil'age festival or fumily gathering;
the very 8ight of hor is rewarded as an
Il umen. Ier natu:al woman'sins.inet<
ire starved into inanition by constant
fasts, somctimes’ prolonged to seve ty-
iwwo hsurs. -Amid the geninl an | biicht-
tolored life of the Hindoo inmily sho tlits
swout disarrayed. silont, shun:ed, dis-
figurcd—in some parts of India a hide-
pusly bald object—torbidden ali jov and
ill hope. There are hundreds of thou-
satids of widows in India who have ac-
juicsced in their cruel lot,
with a pathetic faith and resignation the
priestly explauation which is giveff to
hem.  They penitently believe that they
ire expiating sins comu ‘ticd in a past
life, and
ourifying sorrows hiere will win a reward
a the Iife to come. —/Londun Standurd.
Marriage Castoms in Turkevy
All weddings in Turkey anong Turks,
whediier 1 provinces or cities, ave ar
ranged by _old women, and are compli-
:ated. tedious affairs.
holds fete several days at his hdme for his
men friends, #nd the prospective bride
it her home with her ~oung friends—
girls. of cowrse.  The night before the
vedding the muarried women of her ac-
juarntasce come and eat the married
women’s dinner with her; which consists
principaliy, as Sam Weller would ay, of
A “swarry” of leg of mutton and frim-
mings. The nest day the bride is taken
to the bLridearoow’s Lovse in a sedan
chair, witha retinue of slaves carrying
her wedding pre-ents on trays on fheir
heads, covered with' colored tariatan.

The procession is sometimes (i'te im- |

posing. The bride's female relatives are
ilso there in the new harem antil night-
fall and they retire {o the r homes, leav-
ing the bride on a sort of throne, veiled,
The bridegroom is then admittod, and he
s to throw himsel? &t the bride's fe~t and
offer her his wedding pre-cut o some
handsome jewelry, and b g I r to raise
her veil and stiike him blind by her
beauty. Sometimes he is strack damb
by her ugliness, for iic never looks on her
face untilafter the wedding,

When a babe i born in any house,

there is great re o'cing if it be a boy, |

lers if a girl. The wife is proni for
awhile: but Turkish women are not good

style with a
plethoric portemonnsaie, walks to  her

_ an age at which |
almost any one would be expected to

] ; ; mar- Avhite, ~uede,
riage, an'd go through the coremony

| natty e ice: is appreciated.

200, _
|00 ran on its lines,  Iis
‘gross earn vgs of all American riilways

| ways in the couatry.
They accept |

The bridegroo '{1 !

any other girl or woman to his harem
who happens to strike his fancy. Slaves
who become mothers are instantly pro-
moted to the reank of Sultana. Six
months before the fcast of iamazan, the
Valide Sultanz orders that all the young
candidates be brought to her, and she
chosses fift«en and sometimes more of
the lot. There arc immediately put
under diet and training, and at the be-
ginning of the great feast she again
chooses, and this tine the cheice is
final. P )
Giirls arrive at legal ma’ority at nine
vears of ave and are frequently married
at ten.  Children of twelve and thirteen
are often scen with babies of their own.
They are cld at twenty-five. The old
Turkish women have a hard Ist of it.
Beyond a respect for age which they con-
trive to inspire by tooth ani nail among
vounger wives than they, their lives are
not happy. Still, they are provided for,
and as long asa man lives he feeds his
family, one and all alike.—Brooklyn
Magazine )

Fashion Notes,

Velvet is the material for winter bon-
nets,

Black velvei bonnets
strings are very stylish.

The most styvlish bonnets of the season
have soft crush crowns.

Po:nt ’-esprit is « lace which will be
mitch worn this season.

PPlaid neckties make n bit of brightness
in little boys’ costumes.

The Dutch peasant costume is a favor-
ite dress for girls from six to ten years.

The piumage of the osprey is very
popular for mitlinery purposes this sea-
s0n.

Square and diamond-shaped  buttons
are-considered more styiish than round
0Ones,

Double revers, cxtending to the ghoul-
ders, appear on zome of the new
resses, /
VPia'n skirts should be of richer mate-
rial than that used for the rest of the
| costume. '

Canvas, tweed and cheviot are the
feading cdress materinls this season for
gen. r:lli wear.

Brocades in which are woven gold

with white

| threads are very clegant and stylish for

L

levening dresses.

Gray watered silk with black cashmere
is a favorite combination for gowns for
elderly ladies.

A handsome fichu of tulle and old point
lace is sprinkled with tiny shells of
muother-of-pearl.

:-'»inrJ_'.:iIt braclets are very narrow
and are set with tarquoises after the
manner of garnets,

=ackeloth™ is a loosely-woven secrge
of light weight which bids fair to be-

Ccome popu ar, as it drapes nicely. .

Iila k and yeilow in eombination has

inot leen seen ina long time in elegant

costumes, but this winter it reappears.
Park red shades are much used for
velvet toilets, and for use with these are

| passementeries that liave red stones in

them. )
M:ny elegant impo:ted snits arve black
throuchout, or else in combination with
greengor the brighter or
dull red shades.
There isa marked contrast in gowns

fof French and English make, the former

being much gathere i and puffed, the lat-
ter plaize 1 and plain.

! laid welvet for jelticoats to walking
suits are more and more popular as their
The same
padt appenrs on the bonnet or toque.

Chestout betls of enameled silver, so

| like the ripe nut that it is hardly possi-
| ble to Jdistingiuish them, are worn upon
[ haneles and keep up a tintinabulation
'with every movement of the wearer.

Popular  combinations  for elegant
gowns of sutin and velvet are green and
b own, or Lelictrope and Suede, or two
shades of heliotrope, ereen or brown,

fthe diference in shades ofién depending
'merdly on the difference of the two ma-
terials.

p e —

The World's Greatest Railroad.
Did you cever stop to think what a great

corporation this 1 ennsyivania Railway
| 14
the United States it operates 7.000.

“ ¢ the 123000 miles of railway in
Of.
23,000 locomotives in the country it owns
Of 750,000 cars of all kinds 190,-
shareiof the

—=$120,000,0040 u year—is ten per cent.,

|or 21,500,000 a week., Fvery year it car-

ries 4,000,070 passengers alul'lill,ﬂﬂ-;l.i)ml
tons of freight. the tonupwe being one-
sixth of the estimated total for all rail-
To cairy on its
vast operationsan army of 80,000 men is
employed,

titherto or Chirago railways have

[ beea the most ambitious in Anerica

The vigorous manner in which they Lave
they humbly trust that their |
' West has been simply marvelous,
i readyat the base of the Rocky Mountains,

reached their iron fingers out into the
Al-

I it is predicted [or the Northwestern, the
=i, 'anl and Burlin:tén —the zreat trio

~thut another decade will see the:rloco-
motives takine drink from the Pacific.
So rapid are their strides, indeed, that

soon compelled to yield to another the
title of greatest railway in the world.—
{ !u;:-r'(t’_'(l f:'crrlhf.

An 0id Fashion R :vived.

| The old healthful’ and happy fashion

of having cne or two wide log fire-places
in cither linil or library has been revived,
savs an exchange.  An .increas: in the
[ number of these is noted by architects
| and desigmers, all of whom approve the
{ revival and predict the happiest possible
restits from the fashion. There is no
 home delight qu'te equal on long winter
I nights to that of watching the greuat logs
L as they slowly burn, send ng their count-
{ less sparks up the chimaey. Where the
| winter is m:ld this dreumy jastime is

fmore or less cireumseribed, of course. !

{ btit in the reoions where winter means
soimething more than rain and mist, those
who once sit by sueh a fireside never for-
get it a‘terward, and it s, perhaps, not

| too much to say that they never are

Eh:;{.‘p_\r without ane.

1

A New ersey man has Dhoen fined $50
| for keeping a cow. The cow belonged
' to a neighibor, .

conversing with two youoy ladies

the Dennsyivania must go out into the.
| West and conquer new territory, or he

“‘No. no; he’ll know you're lying
then. Tell him.something he can be-
lieve.”

* “'Well, I'll say you're on another
spree, dear.”— Omaha Wo:ld.

Sensible Savages,

“What queer things there are in th
world.” said Mr: Brown, looking up
from a book of travels which he had been
perusingz. ‘‘Here it says that a New
Guinea savage gives a {riendly salutation
by pinching his nose and patting his
stomach at the same time. What do you
suppose such a performance signities:”

“That you can lead a man by.the nose
when his stomach is full,” returned Mr=.
Brown, promptly. ‘Tho:e New Guinea
savages must be a very sensible race.”—
Harper's Boar,

Tﬂ Landlady's Retort.
“These biscuit,” said the Professor,

“are like the Statue of Liberty at
night. They would give better satisfac-

tion if they were lighter.”

“Yes," said the third floor back, ‘“‘and
this piece of chicken reminds me of a
great hero —Bonaparte.”

“‘But neither of your board bills are

like the Baikan troubles,” said the land-

lady.
“*Why s0!" asked the
third floor back.
“‘Because the Palkan troubles will
probably be settled. — New York Swua.

An Expensive Pin

One fine day a Scrigglesville man came
to town with a pailful of elams, which
he sold. Then washing out the pail care-
fully he had a gailon of molasses poure:d
into it an:dl started for home. Fceling
the weighit of his burden he put a stick
through the pail and hung the pail over
his shoulder, : .

Presently, jogginz alonz in an  ab-
stracted fashion, the Serigglesville man
espied a pin inthe rewl<an | being of a
frugal turndie steoped over to pick it up.
This scemed to the molusses t) be as
good a chance as it could find, and it
promptly steppcd out of the pail and
walked all oyer the back of the Scrig-
glesville man's neck.

*Good heavens!™ ga pe | the Ser ggles-
man, as he struggled to his feet and

viewed the devastition wrought upon |
‘the scenery, ‘‘a mallon ot molasses for a

pin. " —Rocklieand, (Mr.y Covevicr-Jorrnal.,

The Dieamy Bookkegper
\ tall, gaunt, absent-minded man at-
checker-plaid  pantaloons stood on the

corner ot Charles and Baltimore streets
yesterday afternoon smoking a cizar and

party were waiting for a car. As the

carupproached, the yvouug man, who was |
C“dressed” with flowers and rushes on

evidently a bookkeeper,  mechanically
stuck the lighted cigar behind his oar,
under the impression that at was a lead
pencil.

The cigar remained behind the earex
actly two seconds. Then the young

man’s mouth opened like an old-fash.

ioned barndoor swinginr on its hinges
“Cee-ru-saclem . he velled,
the cigar away as thoush it were a bum
blebee and progeting h < anatomy about
two feet into Itc. st 1l and placid ataos.
phere. .
The cigar had <ivzed the hair off from

a spot on his head the size of a silver !
Loth sides of the iung<

dollar, and the top of his ear was burned
toa bli‘stl"f‘. j}‘-'-.’f",‘lﬂlﬂ_'( j}; ,‘:f."r’._

He Guessed at 1o

. - . |
Superintendent Judson, of the Chicazo
boss |
who several years ago sent in a report |

which made a hyword for the boys atout | tious of ¢aillness are the so-cal'ed “‘ereep-

and lowa ltoad, tellgaol a section

the general offlea that i< in use to day.
Section bosses are provided with b'anks,
on which they are reqaired ¢ report all
cases of animals Killed by trains.  The
blanks have spaces for telline where,

when and how the animal is killed, and |
what disposition is mude of the carcass, |

whether'it is _buried or sold.

One day a cow was Kitled out on'the
Rochelle section, and asee jon bo<s whh
had been recently promoted 'went out to
make the report.  He told in the proper
spuces what train Killed the saimal and

! e . o I
under what conditions it was done. Then !

he came to the line:
“Pispogition

sy

CWell,” said be, F‘(‘I‘lti_‘]lii.i:_.‘:llliq head, |
| therefore need more
| ess asserts that it hias been his custom

“T'HIl be danged if I'm sure about that, but
being’s she was a cow I think I van goess
at it. ' So he filled out the line, which,
when it reached the gencral ollice, read:

“Disposition, kind and géntle,"— /- |

oo News,

The Time Tiend.

On one of the recent cold nights a man
was hastening  across the Common swith
his overcoat buttoned up to his neck.
He was rather anxious to know what
time it was, but he was too lazv t) un-
button his coat in order to et at his
watch.  Just then he saw @ man of well-
dressed appearance coming in the dis-
tance, and remarked to himself :

“Go to! T will e'en ask von genteel
stranger what time it i<, and he will un-
button his coat, pull out his watch, pnd
¢ke inform me¢ of the hour of the
night.”

He pertceived that the stranger was
buttoned up juxt as h: was.: When he
came up, the man who wanted to know

the time touched his hat politely and

said : ~

““3ir, do you know what time it is!”

The stranger paused, removed his
right glove, unbuttoned his overcoat
from top to bottom, unbuttoned his un-
der coat, and goally pulled out his
walch, while the cold wind beat against
his unprotecied breast.
_Holding up the watch’ so that the
light would shive on it, he scrutinized
1t an instant, and said :

ll}'es.ﬂ? -

And then he passed on without an-
other word.— Boston ilecord.

The Haughiy Wife.

In onc of the cities that lie over against
Boston there iives a family whose mas-
culine head is a man who has won con-
siderable wealth, from humble begin-

,nings not unlike those of Commodore |-
: _with the difference thit
while he, like Vanderbiit, began as a |

Vanderbilt,

boatman, he was expanded into the bgnk-
ing business instead of into the rai‘r?und
business. Ever since he became a banker

{ his excellent wife has been smitten with

the great importance of her hushand's
new occupation and has advertised it on
every possible occasion., The horse-car
vonductors om the line which runs into

Proies or and-

| where
"name of “Codger wakes,” from the sur-
‘ihe

jerking :

| be

flesh, muscle and fat.

! seribed as follpws:

Well-Wakes,

The well-wakes, sp strongly denocunced
by the clergy in early times, lingered in
some places in Shropshive (k ngland) even
into the pres
ships wher 2

The Eas well at Baschurch, in a field
beside the River Perry, a mile west of
the church, was frequented till twenty

years ago by young people who went |

there on Palm Sunday to drink sugar
and water and eat cakes. A clergymmn
who was present in 1870 speaks of see-
ing little boys scrambling. for the lumps
of sugar which-escap-d from the glasses

| and loated down the breok which flows

from the spring into the river. Bt.
Margaret's well, abut a quarter of a
mile from Washington, renowned for its
eye-healing virtues, was yearly visited
Ly Black country folks and others, who
douked, or dipped, their heads in it on
Good Friday. Around Oswestry, both
in Shropshire and Montgomeryshire, are
various “Trinity wells,” at which folk
drank ‘sugar and water at ‘‘Trinity
wakes.” At the ‘‘Halliwell wak's” at
Rorrington/ a township in the parish of
C hirbury, the well was adorded with a
bower of green boughs, rushes and flow-
ers, and m May pole was set up. The

people *‘used fo walk around the hill

with fife, drum and fdd’e, dancing and
frolicking as they went,’" and then fell to
feasting at the ‘well-side, finishing the
evening by dancing to the music of fid-
dles. They threw pins into the well—an
offering which one old mun, a black-
smith at llope, says was supiposed; to
bring good luck to those who made it
and to ‘preserve them from being be-

| twitched; and they ‘also drank some of

the water, But the pure spring waler
was not the only nor the chief material of
the fecast. Soon after Chirbury wakes
(St. Michnel's) a barrel of ale was al-
ways brewed on Horrington green, which,
on the following Asccusion day, was
taken to the side of the holy well and
there tapped:  Cakes, of course, were
caten with the ale. © They were round,
fiai buns, froin three to four inches across,

'sweetened, speed and marked with a

They were supposed to bring

CTross.
good luck if kept. Neveral famous
makers of them aic remembered, by
whom they were sold to al comers,
torether with nuts, ete. - The wake 18
suid to have been discomtinued about

| 1%:4% to 1834, at the death of one Thomas
| ('leeton, who used to b ew the drink.”

Almost exactly the same customs pre-

vailed at the lady well at Old Church-
tired in a drab sack coat and a pair of |

stroke, #township in the ad oining parish
of Church-~troke, in Montgomeryshire,
the wake obtained the queer

name (nickname?) of Codger,” of Old
( hurchstroke, **who used to brew the
drink.” llere also the well was

Iloly Thursday, and the people dropped
|ins into it, and s=at areund cating cakes

I and drinking sugar and water from cups
| passed  round

the circle.— Shropshire

f![‘. L r'€.
The Yest as a Lunz Protector.
My James Hess malkes a sensible sug-
gestion in the Hev!d of' Heolth, when he
cails attention to the absurdity of our

' present cur'ou habitof w aring cambrice-

back, vests, while the fronts are of a
hivavy mater al and sometimes wadded,
and urges the propriety of protection for
't he habit, of

course, has grown from the belief that

" the outer coat is suflicient prote:tion for
[ th e back. whil: the chest needs warmer |

covering, on arcount of the coat being
open. Eut 1t scens A di-proval of the
reasonng that the first unpleasant sensa

running down the spine. Even

ers”

| when the warmest avcolen material is se
Hlected for a suiling, the tailor, unles;
'otherwise ordered, wiil invariably make

the back of the vest of some thin flimsy
materinl like cambri~ or silk, though he
may deem it aivisable to jud the front
with cotton waddinz. Thereis no proper
reason why the back of the vest should
made so insufficient.  The front may

be made un-omfortably thick, and still

fail to protect the lungs uunless the back

is made equally thick and warm. In front
they are protec’ed about five times as
much as in the back Ly clothing, ribs,
In the back the
iungs (ome almost to the surface, and
protection.  Mr.

for two years past. and that many gen-

tlemen to whoin he has mentioned the

matter have had their vests made with
cood, warm backs, and after a winter's

| trial e quite enthusiastic over the
change.

They have passed through the
entire winter and spring without once
tuking cold, which is the best evidence

| in support of the thick vest-back propo-

sition, that could be adduced. —Popular
Scicnce Newrs. \

A Barb.r's Shop for Women.

A newspaper correspondent has found
a place in New Yok where women are
shaved, and he had the opportunity of
watching the operation, which he de-
“There was a high
foot rest in front of the chair, but it did
not appear to be required on this o
casion. A napkin was tucke: l.mderﬂ
chin, and the operator applied a quantity

of shaving cream or latter squeezed out
ghnixed
up in a cup with a brush. A little geutle
rubbing with the ends of the lingers

of a tinfoil tube, instead of bein

softens the skin and the hair on the lip,
the operator refraining from remarks
upon the weather or elections during the

process, which impartel a wietd, un-

natural air to the whole performance.
The barber then deftiy stropped a small,
thin, short-bladed sazor with a pearl

handle, seized the victim gently by her
pretty nose and began to shave the lip

with a quick but delicate touch. The

best feature of the operation was that at
its close, the barberallowed the customer
to deparf without telling her that she
needed a shamypoo, or that she ought to

hve a hair tonic. .

Views of Life.
“Life is short!” the preacher cried
From his pulpit up on high. ..
Jameson heard, and softly
“True! ak, true! so am L"

“Li'f_e is rulm reacher said,”
Jameson . Vain regrets
Bowed in penitence his head.

*'So,” he sighed, *“‘are all my debts,”

“Lifle is earnest” next ha heard, "
Cold sweat ‘oo.ed through all his

“Yeosi" he wh:iapered. ‘‘that's the word,
Ll ‘.
8o are all my creditors.” ‘
g —~Somerville Journal:

nt century—chietly in town-
church or chapel existed.

-drops one nut per day.

pbrtant timber in nav.| . I___':"
where it is used large'y
Cannon balls go thio. I,l A
splintering or splitting 1.
best timber is' shipped 1 )
theé cheaper qualitics co 00
States for the manufuciy ¢ v

Hy\

and for interior fini.1. Nes
gleeping and drawine vy,
fnished with it, -

Americans ave taking oy 10,
and shipping them ooy o
fruits and woods of the w. )~
at these products will 1, . °
the best informel people

. 3
cigar-boxes are made fron o,
cedara of Honduras, s

l.ﬁ:.

- ceptible of a beautiful |,

much in use for interior 4y " "
nearly resembles mahaogin:
haps, the only wood whi i,
pregnate cigars withjit~odor 11,
wood grows plentifully
the pr.ncipal building 4l ¢
duras. It is yellowish o cus 5
a beautiful hard surface. 1Ly,
conl]mf'eﬁ very «losely. with ) o
excgpt that it is very hard . 0
is weed for pancl and ven
sapodilla is a very hard, 1o
red-wool, durable and stron. |
percentage of our hubs are wy, ¢

it The:ebra-wood will b
our pockets and on the countiyy, 7
form of knife-handles. It 1.
rosewood. It is lighter than . .

American variety, and very fine
also uscd for venrer werk and
of rosewood vencering.  Tle
vit v, which is a'so used for kns
dles, ete., is quite well knoww
cabhige-palms are found in oy,
beaut ful canes, and are likolo 1
the brush-Lacks of the futur 7
or thiity otl'er varictics of winl
there, more or less in o I
found in the mountains L
p t hy for any use edcept as vim)
The mahozany trees ae hn ot
full months  The laborers
about Christmas time.  Durg o 1)
ceason, the logs are tloaed oy,
river to the steamships o th i
loaded. . The trucking is don i
two-wheel teucks, with seven to oy
wheels, drawn by five snd eiczhi
axen. The labor i< s!l done Lot
Every man is given a task o < ¢
logs to full, to square, or s many Y
paths to make, etc. The
vided into gangs of twelve and &
uvder a foreman, who secs tha
per orms his task.  Laborers @8
from 89 to $15 per month, with r
Their rations consist of four nomy
pork and seven quarts of flour v
or, if preferred, fifty plantaius @
pounds of beef. The foremen 2

'

MISTELY

rations and co'Tee and sugar. Ty
drivers are allowed moccasns, |

rest go barcfooted. The maigw °
eenerally found in the yalley. g
smull streams, up the mounwons 77 S
convenient supply is wvery loiud.a &y
will soon be exhausted. The troes e

duce from 1,000 to 10,000 Letaily
cach. They averaze from fort) 10 0f
feet in he'ght and from 1o ol
in diameter.

New COrleans consu nes 'l b
tains shipped from Ionduias T
derful fruit contains all thon
ments of wheat, and guite an amout
saccharine maiter, It s
article of food, whether iricd, b
roasted. It recembles the hanm
color and appearanc:, but is vnejb
larger in si e.  Tae plantain, Withi
beef, forms almost exclusively
of the IHonduraneans, partionicl!
Indians, So ue oranges are a-
perior fo all others,

For binanas, the land_ is fiis! (088
by cutiing down the brush an!
trees, and Lurning the land ov 1 1

il

cle ring, the suckers are pianti 2o
8 juares, twenty feet apart.  Fohde 8

produces a buunch of fruit i <
mouth:.  Thesuckeps are cut
the fruit gathered. Meanw o e
spring from the original plagr tel
of which are left in each hill. -+ /4
about two years a contingons of
gathered of (00 o 400 bupches !
acre. The bananus are cut whin@
two-thirdsripe. Afterreaching oil#

k-t the fruit is ripencd in dake
rooms. It, h:]s a i(-h(\;‘ ” (vor oe
ripened in this way, . Owing /2%

-

char ne mutter refained in the
limb on which the banana pi
frut absoibs the juice at its 8
Banana farms vary in size [rom o
two hundred seres. .

Cocoanut trees are planted o=
coast just back of the wash of thet
Tll-')’ will” not pru:_hu'r' more o e
fourth of a mile from the con-t T°
nuts are planted together wi I the 7
down. As they grow they sprenl olits
ﬂdapt thl‘nl.‘i(‘l\'('s to the St o ol .'a"'
twenty-tive apart.  The trees prodie
five years. Orchards cover a Liues™
being often twenty miles by el ;
wide. Trees will produce for &5
years, and drop from 150 to 7' finulse
per year; so that each tree 4ies Ly or
from 2,00 to 12,000, A\ tree W4
The nuts| 1@
perpetualiy, but the yicld is bt 8
the four summer months e F
played by the moukey in pi king £
nuts isa myth. The natives do (hone
husk the nuts acg -hip thewm ey
or fibre is an importunt a1 le
merce. It is madg info ma tin:, ¥
that purpose alo laige .|H.|lllll!.€r"l
nuts are shipped t8 England. 11
has been wasted in this coontry ¥
this time, but a concern has takd
of anew invention to utili e it I[he?
vention is intended alvo to strip 19¢
arate the fibres of the banana an{l?

Oranges, 1.mes and lemons piod)
four years; the cocoa tree, [Tom™”
all of ou: chocolate is made. in the®
time. There are also nu: bers O g
cious fruits pot shipped becan- lil'-"‘
tvo delicute: The pineam)]ulu rék
to a l"ge size,— Frank Leslics.

|
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Cakes for Everyhody.

A down-town baker who priv®
self upon the quality of his (akes
vertises thus: " 3

For the pretty girl—ange! cakl:~

For the !::l'::ilir;;--poumf cuke.

For t.hel!lf-pegnlic ~ stomaci cakt

For tie laborer—back cahe

jos DE

]\r.'

For the agricultu-ist—hoe (88 g
For the 1ed headed ;giri -givge")

Fer the chiropodist—corn cike
~ For the beat—sponye cake. Lkt
- For the impecunious mnr - ‘“'-"_' -
“For the paragrapher —spice !
Roiton (Y wiriee ’
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