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Bill Sharpe's Story About Fathack Fleet On N. C. Coast
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haps not one in 10,000 ever tasted
it—the menhaden, or “fathack™ or
“mossbunker,” as the fish is vari-
ously known.

The migration of the menhaden
are incredible to inlanders. Onm
September 18, 1901 an enormous
school of oily fish came into the
bay at Beaufort, North Carolina,
For days the fish had pressed
through the inlet until the shallow
waters were packed with them,
They were discovered and follow-
ed by blues and sharks, which be-
gan feeding on the menhaden.
Panicky, the smaller fish tried to
escape, rushing back out the nar-
row neck of the inlet until it was
gorged from aurface to bottom.
But multitudes of them, fleeing the
vicious bluefish, hurled themselves
upon the land until the beach was |
strewen knee.deep.  Eleven mil—I
lion menhaden were picked up that |
day by natives, and sold .to .the
Beaufort and Morehead processing
wlants, Similar jams are not un-
common and one occurred on the
North Carolina coast in 1837,
when 50 many fatback invaded n|
sound that boats could not be nl\r-I
igated through them.

—

|

The menhaden fleet roams up |
and down the coast, following the
migrations of the fish, for which
no laws are known., The boats
tuke their catches to factories con- |
veniently located along the coast,
where the valuable oil is cooked
out of the fish, the residue becom-
ing fish scrap and fertilizer. In
good season, 730,000 000 of the
fish will be taken on the Atlantic |
voast, more than 150,000,000 of
them off this coast,

In spite of the apparent inex-

and water conditions, his cvew may |

out Again from North Caroli-
little erow’s nests which pecu
n eyes are scanning the seas
aden which mean fortune
ht, the boats will steam in to-
f thousands of the oily tishy,

paying $1.25 per thousand for sk
delivered. The [ish are purchased
by count, but counted by volume.

So highly specialized is fathack

fishing, and such skill does it yo- |

quire, that the trade is practically
a family institution, handed down
through generations.
dress a menhaden fisherman by
the name of Willis, there are 85
chances in & 100 that you have
named him corvectly. If you add

1If you ad-|

built around the menhaden.
Factories along the coast open

' or close aw the [ich proceed on
theiv journey,

The migration of the Fish
are almost incredible. Some-
times rehocls pack the inlet
so thick that boats cannot be
navigated through them. Elsy.

Ha.. .

750,000,000 menhaden are
taken in a single season off
the American east coast.
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Sharks are “drowned’--suf-
focated by the pres: of men.
haden when they are caught -
in purie nets,
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the names of Guthrie and Davis, iime signalling with hig onrs to the
you will perhaps sccount for 95),up0 hoats the movements of the

per cent of all the names found

wnong menhaden fghermen,
The fatback fleet’s task is a pie-

school.

| leascd

The [uthack boat continues o
fullow the seliool until it is loaded |
or until the fish disappear beyond |
| Len.  Back at port the fiah |
inlonded by  elevators, con- |
vod immedistely into huge ovens |
o (b oil extiacted, This ofl s |

| ured extensively in paints, varnish-

Land is said to have made and lost

| thins.
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The two purse boats are o mullet.

! lashed together, and the purse line |

is drawn.

This line closes the bot-| SEND HIM OR HER THE NEWS

v, =sonps and in 2ome countries in |

Chatles 5. Wallace of Morchead
City, is the dean o tfhe industry

more fortunes than any other man
in Noyth Carolina, He hasa large
tleet of boats which he operates
couperatively with fathack cap-

The menhaden is rarely eaten in
this section, though when careful-
Iy prepaved, it is said to have a
delectable flavor. Freed of some
of its ail, the fatback has a rich
sweet taste, somewhiat like that of

however, is the single mast, with

thi= must he done with the atnoes.

sox ever enacted by a North Car-

ke thrusts his head up,"”
Gregg sald, "and starts o climbing
motion with his arms and legs.

“If he permils his head to drop
he will fall short of the net.”

He added:

"Hitting the net is no simple mat.
ter. He lands with such force that
the net freguently is torn."

Gregg has bullt and sold five of

sion, Gregg never lacks candidates
for the job of human cannon ball.

He said he has a drawer full of
applications from young men who
think that a firm back and & strong
heart are the only requirements.

“What they do not understand,"
he added, *'Is that the requisites are
familiarity with the mechanism,
agility and above all presence of
mind."

New England Gourmets
Stage ‘Chowder’ Battle

New Englanders have won a hard-
fought battle over whether tomatoes
properly deserve a place in clam
chowder,

The decision of gourmets wns that
tomatoes should be cutlawed from
the succulent dish.

Now, they have ruled that milk
has no place in fish chowder and

law
ter,

that the correct liquid is Madeira |

wine. They based this on a recipe
found in an early conk book.

Andrew S, Seiler. Boston caterer,
found the recipge in the “Cook's Own
Book," published by Monroe & IPran-
cis fn 1832

"“Thig receipt (hot recipe) Is ae-
cording to the most approved meth-
of practiced by fishing parties in
Boston hurbor,” read a preface. It
continued:

“"Chowder—l.ay some slices cut
from the fat part of the bellyplece of
pork in a deep stewpan, mix sliced
untons with a variety of sweet hoerbs
and lay them on the pork. Bone
and cul a fresh cod into thin siices,
and place them on the pork; then
put a layer of pork, on that a layer
of biseull; then allernately the other
malerials until the pan is nearly full
season with popper and salt, put in
about a pint and a hall of water,
lay @& paste over the whole, cover
the stewpan very close. and let it

b venrs of age and 176 in children
from 5 to O

IL vequires only
dave for a child to become immun-
fzed,” Reynolde eaid, “and if this|of its contact ave endnngered.

“The results of diphtheria a0
not only dangerous to the e¢hil
but through the neglect of not ha
ing ehildren immunized the liv
of all susceptible within the ran;

aboul sixty |

hiad been observed to the let- the

diphtheria could have

“I call upon parents ¢

|
been | North Carelina to act now, befoic
wiped out by midsummer of thialit is too late!”

Carteret County's

~GREATEST-

USED CAR SALE

Now In Progress

SAVINGS FROM
10% to 50%

For a limited time only we will give
1940 License Plates with each car sell-
ing for over $150.00.

FREE:

“WE GUARANTEE TO SAVE YOU MONEY”

LOFTIN MOTOR CO.
SALES % SERVICE

North Carolina
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be sorely penalized. Therein, per. |
h;pﬁ. lies the fascination of the
highly specialized industry, for in |

Take home FRUIT
BOWL |

its crow's nest rearing above the
water.  In operation, the hoats
eruigse up to 75 miles from a facto-
ry port. The fish are sighted far
off, cither by the reddish tinge
they give the water or by the agita-

TAILORE

D SUITS

AND

OVERCOATS

BUY ONE SU

Get Extra Pair of Pants At

NO EXTRA COST

OVERCOATS REDUCED 25%

Place Your Order Now For Tailored Suits And

dispateh if success is to altend the
“set ', The menhaden become
panicky, and if by command turn
their course first in one direction
and then another to escape the net
il thix panife turns inlo desperate
! tlight, there is danger of the wholc
| school breaking through by sheer
weight. If the pursing hus been
done swiftly and kis!ifully, howev-
er, the mass by now is so thickly
packed that the fish have no space
in which to swim. They thrash
about vielently, turning the water
white with the oil  which exudes
from their bod’es,

Woe hetide tac day if the crew
has inadvertently entrapped a 1,
000 pound shark in the net.  Such
| n monster will quickly rip through
| the bottom of the the purse, rend-

ing o hole perhaps 30 feet wide, |
| through which the whole school of |
 tish eseapes and forcing the‘bonl | able to pay a physician to take the
to veturn to port for vepairs. Small | ),lo0d sample may have such sam-
sharks canght in the net are quick- | ple secured by the county health

|1y dispaiched, though many of

| them suffocate from the pressure | cyhpission to the laboratory,

| of the smaller fish,
| If the seining has been well done
(and the school a large one, the

| fishermen happily turn to the la- | tests bave been made during preg-

births, physicians shall be required

oling Legislature became effective
Monday, January 1, after which, in
the language of Chapter 313 of the
prablic Laas of 19389, “every wo- |
wan who becomes pregnant shall |
fave a bhlood saumple taken and sub-
mitted to a laboratory approved by
tie North Carolina State Board of
Henlth for performing the Wasser-
man Lest or other approved tests
for syphilis,” Dr. Carl V. Reynolds
stite Health Officer, reminds the
public. |
Suymmarized, this new law m'n-|
vides:

That any duly licensed physician
shall, upon request of the woman,
secure the required blood swmple
and submit it to the laboratory.

Midwives may not take such
spmples but shall refer their pa-
tiente 1o a duly licensed physician.

Aqny pregnant woman who is not

officer or the county physician fo

In veporting births and still-

to state whether such serological

Btatue of Liberly

A Frenchman, Frederic Bartholdi
designed the Stalue of Liberty for
the Franco-American union in 1874
It was built by popular subscription
in France to commemorate the hun-
dredth anniversary of American in-
dependence, and ook five years to
complete. It was mounted in Paris
in October, 1881, The American
pedestal for the statue, built by pop-
ular subscription here, was built be

| tween 1883 and 1888, and the statue

was erected on an iron framework
bolted firmly to the stone pedesial
It was dedicated October 23, 1806
The statue is of copper sheels 21;
mm. in thickness. Its total weighi
is 225 tons, including 100 tons of
copper. From the water level to
the top of pedestal is 148 feet 10
inches; from the statue base lo lap
of torch 151 feet § inches. From
the heel to top of head is 111 feel
8 inches. Forty persons can stand

comfortably in the head, and the

torch will hold 12 people.

———

German Speed Camers
Capable of taking 80,000 pictures
a second, an all-electric slow-mo-
tion camera has been developed in
Germany. Motion pictures produced

A Penalty of 10 % Will Be Charged All
Taxpayers Who Fail to List Their
Property During the Month of
JANUARY 1940

All Taxpayers in Carteret County are hereby
notified that pursuant to the Requirements of the
Statute, they are required to return to the List
Takers and Assessors in their Townships all Real
and Personal Property which each Taxpayer
owned on the First Day of January, 1940, and
said Returns shall be made to the List Takers
during the Month of January, 1940,

List Your Property During
JANUARY

The Books will be open in all Townships during
the month of January. It is to your interest to

-,
e

borious task of dipping them onto | pancy, this information to appear cooperate with the List Takers and
the deck. The net is pulled up on | on the birth or stillbirth certifi-
three sides, the lucky fishermen | pate in each instance.

working to the tempo of anancient |  Violation of this act will consti-
sen chantey. When the boiling | tute a misdemeanor, punishable by
mass is brought to the surface, 4 | u fine of 825, imprisonment for 80
huge dip net is lowered from the  days, or both, in the diseretion of
boat into the fish and the school ' the court,

transferred onto deck. A reason- |
able “set" is from 50,000 to 100,- Four-H Club members in Cald-
000 fish. But mnay a boat bas | well County are electing their 1940
been so ortunfate as to take 600, | officers, planning future club pro-
000 in a net, and then released as | grams, and starting project activ-
many more fo rlack of capacity tu | ities for the new year,

were shown before invited guests in
Berlin, not long before the outbreak
of the war. Among the pictures
shown was the movement of warm
air circulating in a heated room,
the discharge of clectric sparks over
insulators and flying bullets hitting
suspended sieel wires. Known tech-
nically as a stroboscope, the cam-
era I8 designed primarily for tech-
mien) #and soiemtific research.

Overcoats
REMEMBER !—You will be subject to Indict-

ment by Grand Jury and also a 109 Penalty if

you fail to List Taxes. .

F.R.SEELEY

Tax Supervisor of Carteret County

Dial 447.1

DRY CLEANING CO.
BEAUFORT NORTH CAROLINA
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