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Lengthy telegram to Chalrman of Specml Commlﬁee of Cenl:ral Labor Unien,’ thoroughly explams and ohtllnes Gube%tonal

Candidates’ views on queshons 78f interest to local workingmen and trades unionists

The Text 6f ’the Reply is as Follows:

QUESTION No. 1—

Would you as Governor faver putting
the affairs of the State upon a strictly bus-
iness basis, all departments being operated
upon business principles, just as you would
operate a railfoad, a printing business, a
cotton mill or a banking institution?

ANSWER—

Yes; if you read my original declaration

and speeches you will see that I have been °

stressing this point from: the begmn.mg

Number 2—

Would you useé your influence toward

a

abolighing .the practice of paying. political -

debts with appointments to office regard-
less of any special ﬁtness of the appointee?

Answer— : - a :
Yes. fik 3o 2»

Number 3—-:

How' would you view the enactment of
a law which would prohibit the service of
persons on. special eommittees or commmis-
sions created by a General Assembly of
which they are members?

~
Answer—

In principle I am opposed to appointing
persons on special committees or commis-
sions, created by the General Assembly of
which they are mgmbers. I recognize the
fact, however thdt there are cases in which
peculls.r knowledge or experience possess-
ed by a member of the General Assembly,
upon some particular matter, might render
it advisable to modify the general princi-
ple solely on account of the public wel-
fare.

Nunibér 28—

Which wbuld you consider most impor-
. tant, the cutting off of all expenses fot ab-

solutély necessary to the progress of the

State, or the seeking of new sources of
income through taxation? - -

Answer—

In my judgment both methods should be
applied. The strictest economjy in the con-
duet of our.governmental affairs-has been
urged by me from' the beginning. It is a
cardinal principle of my political creed.
If upon the myost careful scrutiny it is found
that there are sources of revenue whieh
are not bearing their just and fair propor-
tion of the burden of taxation, whether
they are new! or old, there should be such
a readjustment as is necessary to require
-such sources to contribute their just pro-
portion of the expenses necessary to the
progress and welfare of the State. Iheart-
ily approve of the pledge in this connec-

'?on contained in the Democratic plat-
orm.

-

| Answer— w17

Number 5— a2

Would you advocate an e:gh our work
day in all the industries es’p Iy the
textile? -

P

I favor the eight-hour work d#y where’
the employee is subjected to severe mental
and physmal strain. For example, railroad
service, but I do not believe we have yet

_reached the point in this state ‘where' it

would be practicable or to the best inter-
“ests of those concerned in maintainjgg our
industries on a sound and successf agis,
including, the employees themselves to

apply the eight-hour law. tolall the indug- .= ¥

tries of the State. Farmmg, textile and
some other industries in the State would -
be seriously hampered by such a law. Oui
industries must compete in the markets o

the wprld with like industries in othef
states, and this must be taken into consid-
eration along with other facts and cireum--
stances in determining what is best for em-
ployer and employee, whose interests are
so. -closely inter-related that whatever
works seriotis-injury to the one wijll un-
doubtedly affect ‘he other. wl !

Number 6—

Would you favor a law prohibiting the
working of women and children mpre than
eight hours a day? .

< boriisie
Answer—

The reasons given by me in answer to
question No. 5 above, are applicable to
this question. also. I share the opinion
held by eur people general ; special
consideration. should be giv women

4nd children wherever the same is prac-
ticable. The Democratic Party jn Notth

Carolina has gradually improved the work- -

ing.conditions and reduced the number of

" hours of labor in this State during which

womenand children may besgequired to
work has prohibited the wo z; of young’
or immature children. L b e that the
policy of the Democratic Party will con-
tintue to be sound and humane afid that it

may be trusted to gradually work out the .

problem in the interest not-only of the
workers themselves but in the interest of
the Public Welfare generally. I shall lend
my best efforts to this end.
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Number 7— S R

Would you favor a lawAmaking it &

pumshable offense for an employer to dis-
e an employee solely because of his
bership in a fabor union! or by threat
or mtmndatmn preevnt him from joining
such an organization or r to g
person employment because- ch gger!, i
bership. )

Arnswer—

The principle of collective bargaining
by any group of persons whether they be
laborers or others is now: thoroughly recog-
nized by the Federal and all our State
governments as well as by public opinion.
The Labor Union is a method of collective
bargaining on the part of labor whieh has
also beéen approved by our Federal and
State Governments, provided the laws are
not violated, in m'y opinion it is unwiise and

unjust for an employer to commit the acts

set out in this question solely because of
union affiliation. If an employe properly
performs his duty and acts within the law,
his Umnion affiliation should mot prejudice
himy in. any way. Upon the hurried corn-

gidération I have beeh able to: give this. .

matter, I dotbt if it is practicable to enact
a law that would effectually remedy the
evil mientioned in the question without
working injury to employee. If upon full
consideration, however, it should appear

that a lawi can be enacted that will remedy

the evil and at the same time be fair and
afford full legal protection to the rights of
l_atoth employer and emplyee, I would favor
i, o

Number

When State troops are called into ser-
vice to quell a local disturbance or proteect
private property, who, in your opinion,
should bear the expense: the State, coun-
ty, city or firm or corporation .asking pro-
tection?

Answer—

State troops should not be called into
service except to maintain law agd order
and to preserve the peace and dignity

"of the State and where the local authori-

ties are umable to do so ,as now. provided
by law. When they are called into ser-
vice they should proteet the rights and

property of all citizens alike and they

should be under no obligation to any party
to the controvery or disturbance, but
should represent the sovereignty of the
State alone.

To permit any group or interest, whether

ca ital or labor to have any spec1al- inter- .

in or control over the State troops
When called into- service would be a sur-
render of the sovereignty of the State, and
contrary to all the dictates of public poliey.
For thése reasons the State and the State
alone should~bear the expense.

Number 9—

Do you favor the furnishing of school.

books free to the children in the public
schoolg?

Answer—
favor this as soon as a way may be

finance the cost without imposing
ional burdén upon land and per-

" ticable and the work ehn be

sonal property winere 1t is slready too
high'in many of the counties in the State,
and provided ‘sommg plan can be devised
whereby the books iumished free may be
protected from unneéessary damage‘and
destxiuction while in the hands of the
pupils '

Number 10— ) _
Would you favor the establishment of
a Staté-owned p: plant of safficient
size to satisfy the ne&is of lef State for
a

rinted mgtter eture the
ooks used in the pﬁhlic schools‘?

Amwer—-—

' I would, prcrvxded om(:;i 46 be ﬁri::-— e

ofie wit :
same efficieney and econdgmy that could be
obtained by contraet with private con-

~ cerns. It is a seriou# gitéstion as to wheth-

er a State-owjied printing plant could man-
ufacture or print the books used in the

"' public schools for the reason that most if

not all of these are copyrighted and the
purchase of the copyright would either be
1mposs1b!e or impraet:cab e because of ex-
cessive cost.

Number ll—-

How do you view, the pra.ct:ce of hiring
our Stdte and county Victs to work in
competition with free oi“’

Answer— : o

I am! opposed to it. I believe the con-
victs should be emiflo i;ed in publiec work,
stch as road comstrué

Number 12—

We are extremely anxious for the adop-
tion of the Awustralian ballot system or
some other equally effective method
whereby every citizen may express his own
choice for public officials without let or
hindrance. Do you agree with this senti-
ment? i
Answer— ;

I agree fully with the sentlmeut that
every citizen should have the right to ex-
press his own choice for public officials
without let or hindrance.. I Have no per-
sonal objeetion to the Australian ballot
systend, but I do not believe that where it -
has been adopted it has worked well in
North Carolina. Our present election
laws are conducive to fair and honest
elections and I know that they have many
of the mbst u:rortant elements of the
Australian ballot systém. I believe furth-
er that the question of election laws is
largely a matter fof thé Democratic party
in its convention or: ture to decide.
and that it is not incumbent on the Demo-
cratic party to ‘adopt  every suggestion:
made by the Republican party in North
Carolina in regard fo the election system.

A. W .McLEAN.




