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~ dfew: from the political ent;ty,

> whitl she had helped to construet

ﬂicr:ﬁcxai atonetient, and gave

; hiundred and twenty thousand

, brave and patriotic. song 1o

do ‘and die for yeu snd the Con-.

federacy and the right. of local

self-government; and te keéep in-

" vidlate the Constitution of jer--

m.i'i
u hlstor;? and traditiona
liavee I‘t.aeen replete with o

& achipvemen ¢ the "day that
£ 7 James thet___ e laid your féum-
daﬁon The " pages of history

Ve been einlslaﬁoned by heroie

eaddrs in the réligious, political

- an@ selentific world; your writers

ajid:Statesmen and phil a‘nth!‘om

; nd women of letters
'-‘ : :nd ptimf nm:rg_ aé&oldn to the lustre
' " of the American fame. B

' and the world is
fﬁri Géorgia for the con-
k%aio n of religious leaders, like-
“Wesléys and George Whit-
ﬁen;-'" We: areé not unmindful &
‘statésmen, Alexander
gte&mns, Hrowelt Cebb, General
~Ropert. T—;fombs and
newned. - Too, we would not for-
get the, diséoverer of snaesthesia,
Dr, your constitutional
i’hon of slavery = and rum.
militEry genius of General
James B. Gordon is a heritage of
which “any people might well be
proud. In letters and art, we pay
-horhage to Joel Chandler Harris
_ and Corra JHarris, and last but not
" least, .Georgia’s greatest contribu-
tion to the South, America and
the world was the lmmortal ‘Henr
‘W.. Grady, who literally love
again ‘the North and the- South!
into  inseparable bonds of fra-
ternalism . and good-will, whose
thoughts, words and acts 1mpelle§!~|
a reunion of dissevered ties and
_ broken hearts, -and gave to the|
5 world a reunited people and a na-
' tion that has become the hopes of
the pecples of the earth.
© . Primdrily your legislative dele-
i gation has requested me to .give
7y you some facts and data with ref-
erence to North Carolina’s strug-
gle- and achlevem?nts in the mat-
f,  ter of her state system of hard-
surfaced highways. Our common-
wealth, like the other states of
ther, South, at the close of the
Civil War was greatly impovished,
having nothing left-on which to
_build, save a conscience void of
oﬁ‘ense and an indomitable and
unconquerable “spirit that would
never say “die.” The manhood
. and - womanhood of the State, led/
¥  by-the immortal Zebulon Baird
Vance and Charles B. Aycock, de-
- termined to rebuild a greater
North Carolina.

The two predominant obstacles:
were the pall of ignorance and.
mud’ roads. My - native county,.
Mecklenburg, under the Ilcader-
ship of the lamented Capt. S. B,
Alexander, in 1885 enacted’ the
first good road bill in the siate,
and’ the Mecklenburg pecpie, Ted
by the farmers, and by-direct tax-
ation soon constructed a
system of macadam roads, which
materially increased the price of
land, encouraged the building of

Tu schools;¥rural ‘chuarches, und
enlanced farm values, induced the
buglding of factories and indus-
trigl plants and secured new capi-
¢ thereby making Mecklenburg
inty the then premier county of
5 state,

A good roads orgamzatlen was
med under the ieadership of the
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gmes, .about “ 1960 for the ex-
S punpvose - of agitdating and
ng road bmldmg. Under the
: ersinp of patriotic .and unseif-

_ ¥ Association
: .-_orgamzei&;ucaﬂimg for a defi-
B program and expenditure of
& million: ($50,000,000) dol-
arl@ for the building of a State

gem _of modéfn highways, and
E then ywvernor of the state,
: tt, was requested to
m his call to the special
gre of 1920 the question
-by the legislature fifty
Biong ($50,000,000) dollars to
stused for roads.. This the gov-
Bor refused to do. Immediately
h@reafter a vigorous campaign
vas. launched by the citizenship of

state. Under the leadership

“Asssqmtmn and the Citizens
' way Association,  te enforce
“and demand their will, an inten-

93 lihe net result: was the enactment| ot $1 0,000,000
of ‘& mhw Bill - in 192¥| hat goodl roads have ¢
North Caroling, they

Georgia. However, it i§ not n
prorogatwe to tell you what to do.
i habfmefn‘be?raof ?ou.r

slature t you -contemplate

tgim lssu;nce o% $40,000,000 - of

o‘l;hers re<|i

L years

e Geologist, Professor J. A.|

|registration and licensing and per-
(mit fees based

4 : agfth North Carolina Good Roads|

| providing for the issuance of fifty
million (ﬂiﬁ;&(}g ,000) deollars to
build a_state ‘controlled -and. state|
mamtnheg highway system -ifiter-
connectmg- the ong hu ‘coun=
ty seats one with the other; com-
")rilsing approximately six thousand
iles. -

mN orth Caroliha’s state roul law
ig a very compaodite but ¢ ¢ .ohe; (T -
Briefly, it provides for thn sgon=12;
[Struction’ and stete masintenance i mathe
and state contrel system o hard-|
surface dand dependable. roads:
connectmg the . most praeticable
roujes  the various county seats|
and other principal towns of every
county in the state; and to séeure
benefits of federai aid therefor.
Its ultimate purpose is to ha

surféice as rapidly as money,

tbor and  mmterial will permit an
‘entire state system of hard-sur-

bonds. .

you"
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Assuming- tha&...ytm issue

‘at by d’iwdmg
thabitants: tl;rm:gf the bonds™ pruv
mosed, andthe. life of tHg.
being t:wmntt:.;b #em welﬁnﬂsthﬁa::
1o return principal on
total sum the first year would cost
$14 per ca
- |terest at ‘5 per cenmt
-|you, the first year $2,0

a, and

"Wu one-fy

tHis denqzmnatmn of bends, and

e in=

~¢ost| ! The time has come Wﬁen the

609 or’

bond-|annim - sajoa,ooo In —twenty
Years orgia tax  payer pays.
8 tax of $2?10‘008,000ﬁ-
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%mm. wou‘ld Ee l‘;’% c?ﬁ"i:{stal"em *-tht!r

the price of a bushel of peaches
é#nd 16 cents less ‘than- the pﬂce

o‘f a-bushel of a;
I‘ﬁismthnatmp tﬁama&m

t states - in
¢ unmﬁ, and -we - presume” you;

mem that a~Geotgia

fax- payéer p in mud "tax per

roads or mud: tax?

$504,000,000. |

forty-eighth of this mud|

winch is the mest eximnswe good |3;

(Georgia farmer, “like the. Nortﬂ

approxma:tuly 70 een‘_tb *pﬁr cama

2 _n..ml L - dais
1 -

r"!'

Garo}imr farmer, has a r:ght
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éomtheuatpayemoftheﬁmr"
48 |i¢gn nation annually
_ﬂke!'e are forty-el

‘\
demand thﬂ same communitx‘_
vantages that the urﬁum‘*
A farmer niust>have
good sc'hoola, ' od éh

gh san -
modern appliances rf his boy: and
gh-larebobehgten&efam.
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faced roads.

The bill fufther provides for.a
State Highway Commission, con-{}
Sisting of a chigitman at Jarge and|
ﬁn;g commjissioners, . e?gh fm:; ' 8
lea constrad;mn i re;
the commasfsioners to be of ethe 1
mmontg politieal’ party*and six of [}
the -majority; the gowrmt ﬂu;k- ;
nﬁmﬁ;f o be a&d by :uﬁi
senate.  The state - ehatrmbn Jin {{

R e T

;:er anntim snd his actual . travel4f
ng expetises. The -other: ers

of the commission receive $10
day while engaged in the duties
of their office,” and their: m;
expenses.. : headquartits” of
the State nghway Commmh isif
located -ag the crpital.. The _com-}
mlss;on is' authorized  to ‘employ|
& practieal engineer for a termil-
fot exceeding four. yeara sal
to be fixed by the cont .-:ﬁ‘H
approved by the governor. The
est engineering talent possible is

employed.
of the Highway

The members
ommission are required to give a
Jjustified bond for the faithful per-
formance of their duties. The hill|
further provides if any commis-
sioner, contractor, material man,
or any other person connected
with the state road system, shall
be guilty knowingly of bad faith
with the state, upon conviction,

shall be punished from one to ﬁVe
in" the penitentiary and
civilly liable for any loss incurred.

- The commissioners are given
full power and authority in the
matter of securing material, des-
ignating the kind of work to be
done and carrying on the general
work. However, the roads must
be constructed ‘from county seat
to county seat and the funds must
be appropriated to the several
counties cumpnsmg the several
construction distriets on a basis
of area; threugh mil€age and popu-
lation, as the several districts bear
relation to the state as a. wholé;
thus insuring an inmipartial and

equifable distribution 'of the bond

issues and road funds. - :
The bill provides that no town
with a population of three thou-
sand or Yess shall be required to

bear the expense of building a|
hightvay through it. . Anether .
splendid feature is that where

towns refuse to btuid conndtting
links with highways, that the com-
missioners are authorized to do|j
the work dnd tdx the cities and|] ' -
tewns therewith. The bilk also
provides for the working eof the
state' and county conviets; "the
elimination of grade crossings and’
for general mamtenance, upkeen
and control.
The Highway Commlssmn is
further required to make a detail
report ten days before the meet-
ing of the regular General Assém-
hly of all moneys expended and
of all proeeedmm done and had.
The bill fuxther -provides for

on a horse-power
rate for automobiles and capseity
rates for trucks. The state road
bonds shall not bear a charge to
extceed b er cent annul.! interest|
rate

It is very gratlfymg to say that
in the expenditure of these enor-
mous funds placed in the hands of
our highway com;nuas:on, we have
received a dollar’s worth of reads
forea dollar’s worth of money, and
that the men conmiposing the com-{
mission = represent the highest
type of our citizenship, business,
financially and morally. So judi-
ciously and economically has the
money been expended by the govt
ernor, the council of the state and
the members: of the commission
that the legislature of 1923 on
their own motion issued an addi=

_'“-.;'.

the United States last yepr., THE ainoi
“sum would, have costs 3&253}_0005000 :
1907, béfore the modern ‘tuﬁgsteﬁ—ﬁ'lament Tamp had been perfected

bution .of . e}eetﬂmty i

The Southern Public Utiities: Company: is- ghd to-anhounce tla i&
lighting custemers a further reduction in prices of Buckeye L&Zﬂa
lamps, this m‘p,kmg' a total reduction of 35 per cent in the average prme
of electric lamps of various types With:n the past year.

An aggregate of $620 000,000 was spent for electric hght in -
ount of ﬁght purchased for. tfhts
early fourltnhes as mugh ‘in

In 1907 electricity for lighting cost. $175,000, 000.
more than three times that amount more than thirteen times as mm:h
light was purchased last yedr, a ratio of four to one.

Rates for electnc lighting current: have remamed approx!m,a%ly
stationary in the country as a whole during this peériod in spite of -
steafilly rising- eosts of’ matenal entering into the product:on and distri-
g ‘this peried the nmaxinum-rate in tite ‘
territory : served-by .the. &mthem Public" Utﬂmea Ct}mpany has ‘been i

-substantially reduced.

the user of eléctric'light. This benefit on the 1907 basis amounts o
yearly saving of more than $1,500,000, while the increased cost ﬁas
produced” higher hghtmg standards, larger industrial outp}ut al;ld

l
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As a result, the entire benefit of fmproveﬂ lamps has accrmd to = s

greater human comiort

In 1907 the total sale of electric lamips in the United States was
65 500,000, nearly all of the carbon-filament type.

were 341,000,000.

tungsten-filament lamps, thé remaining third being chiefly mmmtnre
lamps for altfomoblle headlights, torehes, Chrlstmas trees and sm;ﬁu/r

‘uses;

|

Of this number, two-thlrds

"

-

The sales for 1923
were  standard size:
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