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Baringer’s Letter.
#y. James F. Barrett,
- Editor: Charlotte -Herald
| . Dear Sir:
-1 read with ‘much interest and
athusement the rather arrogant
story and criticism of the Septem-
‘ber 5th issue of your paper (The
Herald) -and I have carefully
noted the lack of abstrabhent
e€onnetation in what you had to
say regarding me and my attitude
towards your speech on Labor
Day at the Greensboro celebra-
tien. There are a ‘number -of
things in your remarks that you
#are assuming, and you have clear-
Iy dodged the issue :in which I
‘was criti¢ising your remarks and
1 laconically want to- peint out
© of in-other words I want to spill
‘S0me_more “Lgnarance
I know I am. an lgnorant ale
~ mhest illiterate, unpopular, - de-
~ #pised, labor.cuss, but I have a
~"  few peculiar, ignorant ' ideas of
m¥y own, and I express those ideas
‘straight ifmm ‘the shoulder,:in my
-oWn . -peculiar: ignorant -way and
MAraight %o the one intended. The
_game - I :play, - though crude -and
'f;n'horsnt as it may :be, is open
ahd aboVve board, which is more
than-some of the so-called labor
Jeaders of North Carolina can say
~-of all their aetions. :
Were it not .for-the fact that
I just récently heard you 'stand
before-an audience and plead with
. the péople not to believe "all
i { ‘tiky -heard ‘about me, and other
B or leaders, I mo doubt would
: . feel hurt over your lambasting
and joculating remarks of regding
| * me out ‘of the political: side” ‘of
' - Habor’s me. . But ‘when the
4 Wemory is so fresh is my mind, I’
g " juat can’t help taking the written
_episﬂe id the same ironical, sa-
.\ . t#rical, sareastic vein in iwhleh
| . it was written, and the advice =o
b el well given -and applying the same
opinions to your- remarks, as you
would have others apply to things
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they hear about me. And I am
pot going to believe all you have

said- and L feel sure ‘that’ shere ‘are
‘others: who have the same opinion|

-elative-to the situation.

1 have heard you, on & number
of occasiens, say that’“‘if the labor
leaders would spend their time
and anergles fighting for the- la-
Dboring eause:-‘and the -laboring

mst‘aead‘ of fizhting. me

A -'{Jﬁg%s the cause would aecomplish

muck more.” I'have wondered at’

‘I this myself But thrcugh: the col-

umns of the last edition of your
paper this has been answered. 1

|'wrote a letter and furnished you
‘|a eopy for your #formation, and’
{as-‘a -result of playing a fair,
square, honest and open game, I.

have been cussed, d:scussed ridi-

culed,  ‘tambasted, - bombarded,
kicked, -knocked, bruised -and
pounded * all the way from the

first page of your paper- te the
latter pal:t of the fifth page:.
~ That is what a man gets for
trying to treat you fair, and play
a fair, square, honest and sincere
game with you. Cheap publicity?
So I no longer .wender at the la-
boring people; papers, and leaders
of the: state fighting you and your
attitude in’ the issues that”come
before these great people. -

I appreciate very mugch your
statements: relative.to the employ-

‘| er . whe sits on the dry goods box

-and hands out ballots to the em- |
ployes to stick in the batlot box: |
How many employers have. hand-
‘ed you a- ticket-and said, “Bar.
rett, 1ot ths columrisTof The Her-
‘ald support this-or that -candidate
for such and such an-office ‘in. the
coming primaries and- election; and
you dared not do otherwise? Why
has the" attitade “‘of *your paper
been 'so different from the -other
labor. papers in the greaf political
issues oﬁ our; state? Doesri’t all
“Iaborhpapcrs work, for the’ uplift-.
ing of the laboring folks? Doesn’t
‘@il labor papers want to educate
the workers -along the ‘lines of
economic, &nd political freedom?
Then' why: does .yours ‘differ, from’
those published elsewhere in the
slate? Is yours right and zall the
others wrong? . Isn’t this suffi-
cienf ‘evidence that other: employ~
ers ere; handing - gut - tickets. and
saying ‘vote them? Then- why
blarme the illiterate ignorant fel-
low for voting the ticket when it
is being . voted: “-daily, - weekly;|
‘monthly, and ye yearly by the high-
1y educated. m -OUL: movemen,;:" ¥ |
think -you-should pity-us ll_gnomnt
workers more than to ridicule us
for our acticnd-when c¢lothed ‘in
ignorance we know no better. .

Is it not a iact thnt' the vested'

interests do all they: pess;hly ‘ean
to keep a wedge driven in thej
ranks-of labor? “And you know |
Hthis better than I. Then why - give|
them  additional * material with

opinion - relative "~ to" }.ke thitigs |
‘meant and -said by Tabor leaders
and speakers on Labor Day? Why .
condemn; ridicule;, ~lambast and
damn the ‘opinions - of. the eather
fellow: openly? -Does this kind of
publicity ‘make conditions any
better?. I really am: surprised at
a man of your mtelhgence, abil-
ity, and experience - in" the labor |
movement resorting ~ to. the chil-
dren’s kindergarden _-gam‘e of “I’ll
tel] teacher -on you” and “I'm

gonna tell my daddy when I git
home.” Now, Jim, you know. bet®’
ter'than that. You knew:-it would
‘do you no good and also it would
do me very little harm, yet you
resorted to such methods-and tac-
tlcs,.and you did it with a vim,
with vigor, with all the flowery,
bombastic, vociferous language at.
your eommand, - and you knew
darn well it would result in noth-

made lt .8 ‘leading - story in"your
paper. - What does: thHis  mean?

ing beneficial for either of us or : P
the cause we represent You evenl} -

self with these vested powers? Are,
vou-'catering to:the special Pprivi.
leges? -
‘cause of Labor?

In giving “your explanations of

you not give all the .explanations?
Why did yéu stop.before you had
finished? .
will determine whether or not.the
workers.of the United -States will
depart from the ways which have
brought thkm to- their present
high plane of progress. . One of
the things that labor has stood for|

through education ~the workers
have learned to think for them-
selves, I thank God that

of end_eavor and  business are do..'
ing.’

“You brovght it in'as a connesting
the progress of ‘the labor move-

ment and its entering into an in-
dependent non-partisan political

Are you ~premoting - £he |

“‘The next eight weeks;

and fought for is education, and||

It was good as far as youl|
went, but-you failed to. finish itlt. B
as you finished it in Greensboro.|| - - B

campaign, It was not the word-

:mg-thaf I was qno&g but the
"sense that it made.
‘but cthers and a number of them:
notaslgnomtasl,mfn!the

same opinion. 3
all the pmsnre ‘you. cou;lid xgalnstr tion of Llher »A‘bﬁ. that is' the

ing. to the{the Lia:

wlnch tq work upon"i Why ‘help Wl!tl! m :
w;}rld thaz therg is a rmwe. oim'imfmmfmmﬁ 51, i_,mks at: fhh' Labdr Day“"'t?ﬁ-

gagy aclem': and
‘will -admit - it, 80 why cfodge the
,lssue by putting out the impres-

your- crm~t& gev&“ thmfworkm!s =
to ‘think ;m‘how little you dp- -
"parenﬁy trx to mr_y ont the en.
dorsements o:f ‘the - Execntwe
Council of tke .&mnﬂn Federa-

N‘o‘t -only me

You were throwing

| bration -and’ how you desecrdted
this day by eritieising the-endorse-
ment of those who have fought

sion that 1 want the workers to land won: the. fight by having- this

go backwnrds, yet- you did it. .Yon,
i all your wisdom took advantage
of a poor ignorant, mmgmﬁcant
unptopula.r "president of the State
Federation of Labor and made it
appear as though his ideas of prog-13
ress were that the wor'kers should
go to that period where they were
not able to think for themselves
and the right of thinking-be de-
nied them.
‘take the thmkmg powers_of privi-
leges from’ any worker, on the con-
trary, I am trying to make them
think for themselves, and that is
‘one reason why I am x-epl-ying to

day set apart for those: who toil.
I Hope all readers of your paper
will think of this, then they can
‘better juﬁge what kind of a labor ™
day orator -you are by Bpoiling

perfectly good ‘speech and a
beaut:ful ¢t®ayr, sunshiney day, all
spoiled under a -political camou.-
ﬂage by a labor day speaker.

You wrote of being overwhelm-
ed /of being flabbergasted. Were
you- ever overwhelmed? Were
you ever ﬂabbergasted" You must
have my penms,s:on to speak. How

I have not tned—-to
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‘Have you sold ‘te: the vested:im=|f: .-
terests? Have ylrmtaft'lb.ad:t«iﬂ,qrs:rur.-1

the following quotations, why did{|

the!t -
workers have learned to think for||”
themselves as people in-othsr lines || -

Jink ‘betaween the comments upon__‘..

. Ora bnnd,

-'-He sées a hmlse he “:anis to huy, :

‘Or.acar;. .~ - LT § i o i e s
- .OF somfethlng for the fam,lly S
‘He opens an account.

He makes pay—day deposits. : :
Savmg, he discovers, is-edsier than he thought.
In afew 3ears he reaches his goal and sets a -
: higher one. * SR | *
He has mastered the art of savmg,, S yahe
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