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Biogrophical Bketeh.
. GENERAL LOPEZ:
THE CUBAN FPATRIOT !!

[From the United States Magazine.]

—

& Within the past vear and a-half the name of
‘seneral Lopez, of Cuba, has been familiar to the
press and people of the United States, as the pro-
Jector and chief of a revolutionary movement con-
templated in that island, which was to have bro-
'lfen out in the summer of 1548, but which was
irustsated by the discovery on the part of the gov-
;arn ment. Many arrests were saddenly made, and
1::. e:;n;s;lllf& 1;222 b:;r;i :lgoirmed that his principal
+ (10 the nunrber of two

hund:ed, as the account was first brought to him,
though it proved afterwards to have been greatly
exaggerated,) had time to ¢scape on board a vessel
bound for Bristol, R. I., (Rhode Island, not Round
Island ;) feeling himself reluctantly compelled to
. nds from being shot,
a‘ fate which would certainly have awaited them
i 2 days if.he had at that moment, with premature
suddenness, raised the standard ot the revolution.
Having obtained from the friends of General
Lopez some interesting particulars of his life and
career, we propose to employ them as materials
far a brief biographical sketch, which will serve
ta make known to our readers the brilliant career
and noble character ot 'a man whose name is pro-
bably destined at no distant day to occupy no small
space in the history of our tirmes—so far at least as
that history has to deal with the political condition
and changes of the American side of the Atiantic.
General Nareisco Lope#is now a little over fifty
years of age, having been born in Venezuela, in
the year 1798 or ’9. [His father was a wealthy
- landed proprietor, owning large estates on the
| dlanos or plains, swarming with cattle, horses, &ec.

women of rare elevation of moral dignity combined
with mental strength, whose children, imbued with
that noblest inheritancé of nature, are stamped
from the outset as born| for command. General
Lopez was their only san that lived beyond child-
- hood,though of daughters his parents had some four-
{ feen or fifteen ; and, aceording to the habitual life
ol the Wis, passed almost from the crddle to the
| =addle, or rather, we may perhaps say, to the
| back of a wild horse without any saddle—a tran.
. well caleulated to lay the foundation.of that
k_loh:-ruch-r and habit of fearless hardihood, enerpy*
tand  resolution, which has been illustrated by his
subs~quent military career.

. Though =0 successful as-a soldier, and though
that success was achicved only by the display of
‘extraordinary capacity as. wall e e———egoy i 1o
singular that Generat Lopéz has never been fond

_of the military profession and life. He did not
enter it from choice, but simply as a resource of
desperation, under circumstances forced upon him,
at the age of fifteen, by the civil war then desola-
ting all the Spanish South American provinces.
s lather had been stripped of nearly all his pro-
perty, or had seen it rendered whelly unproduc-
tive, through the operation’of that cause, and with
such means as he was able to realize had entered
inta. commercial life at Caraccas, assisted by his
son, who, boy as he was, was able tobear the
burden of a large share of its responsibilities. At
the town of Valencia, in the interior, he had the
charge ot a branch of his [ather’s main establish-
ment at.Caraceas, at the period of the sanguinary,
and for the time decisive, battle of La Puerta, in
1514, in which Bolivar, ‘at/the head of the insur-
gent troops, was defealed by the Spanish army
under Generagl Boves.  Bolivar, though routed,
sert orders to the garrison of Valencia to maintain
the place, which was done with heroism to the last
moment, so leng as resistance was possible ; the
inhabitants who knew that massacre and plunder
would immediately ensue on the entrancee ol the
victorious army, uniting in the defense with the
few solaiers of the garrison. The-town being an

open one, this consisted simply in defending the |

approaches to the ‘plaza’ lor square, into which
were hastily collected all the property and effects
which it wasconsidered maost important to protect.
The hduse of Lopez's father happened to be situa-
ted at one corner of the square, and the boy took
aur active part in the defense at that point, and be-

lceted at that point, soldiers and citizens, without
selecting it himself, as their leader de facte. His
father, however, who was in Valencia at the time,
but a man of different mould from the boy who
then made his maiden trial in arms, tgok no part
in it. The resistance was prolonged thiree weeks,
Lut ne relicf came from Bolivar, who meanwhile
abandoned indeed all that part of the country
wihich he had thus compromised, and made his
way along the coast towards Barcelona. The in-
. habitants of Valencia felt bitterly resentful at this
treatment by the Patriot leader, who had sacrificed
them for the escape of the routed fragments of his
<wa foree, by direeting them to make a resistance
only justifiable on the idea of his coming to their
reliel ; while it eould not fail to provoke a redou-
bled degree of the usual ferocity with which, in
that terrible eivil struggle,the conquering party was
1 the habit of treating any town falling into their
possession. Massacre of the men was the general
rule—a rule often enough made to include a pro-
portion of women and children. . After the surren-
Jrr of the place, Lopez was separated from his
father, being turned off as a child, while his father
was ‘herded with the men, supposed, in spite of
the capitulation, to be reserved lor massacre that
night, The boy himself, indeed, escaped that fate
very narrowly. With some other companions he
liod joined acouple of negroes, slaves of his fami-
I¥, among a great number more who had huddled
together! i one spot for salety; that class not be-
ing usually included in the massacres of such oc-
casibns ; but during the mnight, he fortunately is-
sued forth with his two servants, in the hope of be-
iz able to do something for his father, or to hear
something of him. In this hope indeed he was
wistaken, -[though his father, as he afterwards
learned, did succeed in effecting his own escape, ]
but the next morning on retutning to the place
which they had left for that purpose, they found
the ghastly spectaole of eighty-seven bodies with
their throats cut like shecp. After hiding about
for somb time, feeling himself constantly liable to
to the same fate, and reduced to a condition of
eniire desperation; he determined to seek safety in

+ being mounted instead of marching on foot, to which

| enlistment as a soldier 1n the army ; and selected

an opportunity of offering himself to a sergeant of
more encouraging countenance than the others,
by whom, not witheut some entreaty, he was ac-
cepted as a recruit,—the sergeant little suspect-
ing that the boy of fifteen, and smali in stature at
that,"whom he at first told to be off and play, was
hereafter to become one of the most distinguished
officers in the service. The former did not indeed
live to see it, for this good-natured sergeant fell
shortly  afterwards, it having been Lopez’s lot to
to convey to him, amongst others, the order for
the service which was his last.*

Such were the circumstances which threw Lo-
pez into the military career, and which threw him
into it on the Spanish side of the eivil war of that
wretched period. He was a mere boy, and it was
the only chance for life ; while at the same time
there was ppebably thea no inheditant of Valcn-
«cia who would have hesitated (o shoot Bolivar, the
chief of the Patriot side, as the bitterest of ene-
mies, had they had the opportunity. Spain was
then moreover under the republican Constitution
of 1812, so that, in the civil war at that period,
the cause of liberty did not appear to be solely on
the Patriot side. The battle of La Puerta was
deemed then to have completely crushed the re-
bellion in that region. though in fact the struggle
was renewed and protracted, with various success
till the final evacuation of Caraccas. by the Span-
ish army in 1832,

At the end of the war Lopez, who had thus en-
tered in the ranks, found himself a colonel having
attained that rauk at the age of twenty-three
through the brilliancy and daring of his services.
The first occasion that attracted his attention to
him was shortly after his enlistment, during an
attack upon a certain place which was defended
by field-works, there being two bastions connected
together by a cur‘ain of about fifty yards inlength.
The Spanish force being divided into two portions,
engaged in attacking the two bastions, the ammu-
pition of the one portion gave out, and signal be-
ing made to the other to that effect, the commander
called for voluntcers to lead three mules loaded
with ammunition from the one end to the other, a
fervice requiring a passage along the line of fire
of the enemy stationed behina the curtain con-
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| as to require a ** purification” from' JI the
| Officers of the army, especially those suspected of
too much liberalism; a process consisting in the
abduration of such sentiments and in an of
devotion and support to the new order of thmgs.
Always not only liberal dut democratic, in heart
as well as in principles, he would never consent to
compromise with his conscience in that respect ;
and he accordingly remained in retirement until,
oL the death of the old King, Ferdinand VII., the
long smothered liberal party broke forth from un-
der the despotic incubus which had pressed it down,
and assumed the ascendant in the government of
the country. Maria Cristina, the bnlliant, bold
but unprincipled widow of the old King, after hav-
ing caused the laiter by his will to devise the crown
to her infant daughter Isabel, in' disregard of the

cession to the throne of Spain,
exclusion of the rights of Don Carlos, the King's
brother and next male heir, threw herself on the
Liberal party for support, and even resucitated
from its grave the Constitution of 1811. The ab-
solutist or royalist party soon prepared to rise for
the maintenance cf the right of Don Carlos, whose
character and views made hirh moreover their na-
tural head. Cristina, in anticipation of the severe
civil struggle which all knew to be about to ensue, -
adopted the vigorous measure of disarming at a
blow the whole royalist party throughout the king-
dom, so far as it was practicable; a service which
the people were summoned, arnd came forward ea-
gerly enough to perform, with the aid of the troops
that could be counted upon by the Government.
This movement, beginning at Madrid, was at each
important point the work of a day, and by its sud-
denness so successful, that throughout the kingdom
six hundred thousand stands of arms were wrest-
ed from hands in which they would otherwise have
soon been emgployed for the -re-establishment of
Don Carlog, the priests, and absolutism. [t was
in the midst of the tumult of this memorable day
~at Madrid, that Colonel Lopez, (who happened to
be at the capital with his wife, to reclaim a large
sum of money arbitrarily seized from the family
of the latter by the Government in Cuba,) re-ap-
peared on the scene, signally distinguishing him-
self by the activity and boldness which he exhibit-

necting the two. Lopez was the only one who
}'olunteered, and he set out with the three mules |
/0 a string according to the custom of the country, |
the head of each fastened by a cord to_the tail of
the one beforeit. At about half the¢ distance
across, one of the mules foll dead. The mule
killed being unluckily the middle one, it was ne-
sessary to untie the cord, and re-fasten the first
and third together, all under a severe fire, which
was anxiously watched by both parties. He suc-
ceeded, however, in reaching his destination un-
wounded, though his gun was broken by one ball,
By B s iR S hna wonnded, but not |
to-death; and the place was taken. The next
day inquiry was made, in a general order, for the
volunteer who had offered lor this decisive service,
with a view to his receiving an officer’s commis-
sion. ‘The commission, however, he declined,
considering himself not entitled to be thus raised
over the heads of many men both grown and bet-
ter qualifies, for an act which had proceeded more
from the despair and recklessness of his situation
than from- any other spirit; and, in truth, still
hoping for escape from th#tsitnation, and from the
service, to which he was still strongly averse ; and
she only reward he accepted was that of exemp-
tion from the druggeries of asoldier’s work, and of

he had never been accustomed, Still, once in the
service, the genious of the soldier, and the spirit
and emulation ot military honor, prevailed over
his own aversion to :he career ; and, at nineteen,
he found himself commander of a squadron of
horse, a select force, designed for critical occa-
sions to decide pending contes‘s, a corps into which
none but picked men were admitted, and with
whieh it was a point of honor never to turn the
back ; and at the age of twenty-three, a highly es-
teemed colonel of a regiment of cavalry.

Besides other distinctions, he received during
this war the rare military honor of the cross of
San Fernando of the second(the most distinguished)
degree ; a reward not bestowed at pleasure, but
which isto be obtained only on a public demand
by the person claiming it, and on the institution of
a formal process for and against his right, every
body being free to interpose an objection, or to de-
preciate the merit of the act for which it is demand-
ed. In the whole army there was but ‘ona other
individual who possessed this cross. Lopez, not
attaching much importance to the act for which
he was urged to apply for it, and moreover caring
little for the honor itself, was only induced to de-
mand it by the Commander-in-Chief, Morillo, who
taunted him with being afraid of a rejection of the
demand, and who directed his Secretary to draw
up the application, almost forcing the reluctant
young officer tosign it.

In the negotiations for the withdrawal of the
Spanish army, he contributed much to cause the
Spanish General (who could have protracted the
contest much longer; though with no hope of even-
tual success) to relieve the’ country from the fur-
ther pressure of the evils of war, by his influence
exerted in every manner consistent with military
honor ; and 1t is no small proof of what must have
been the appreciation of all his character, conduct
and motives, entertained even by those against
whom he had thus served, having been thrown by
the circumstances above explained on the Spanish
side in the civil contest thus terminated, that on
the conclusion of hostilities he was invited by the
Patriot government to enter its service, in the same
rank held by him in the Spanish army. Hede-
clined the offer, not considering that that honor
which had kept him in the service permitted him
to azcept ; and he retired with the evacuating ar-
my to Cuba, in the year 1823,

Since that date he has been a Cuban, having
married and established himself in the Island.—
The re-establishment of absolutions in Spain, by
the aid of the French intervention overthrowing
for the second time tne Constitution of 1812, whol-
ly pravented his resumption of service, though re-
taining his nominal rank. The system then adopt-

*This was on the occasion of the first battle of Matuzin, when
the Spanish General, Morales, who was defeated, made good
his retreat only by sacrificing a column which heordered 10 de-
fend a certain position, a service which was certain death, ina
war in whichd:aoaers expected no ci:;:rter and were not dis-
eppointed. ctly three months aiterwards, a second battle
was t near the same . in_which Morales was victori-
ous, and they found the of the column in question, that
is to say, their bleached skeletons, to the pumber of six hun-

the only situarion m which it was to be found, by

-ways been regarded by Lopez as. the most virtu-

dred, lawd out on the ground in regular arrdy, by the Patriors
us rank and file, as thongh bv ‘a mockery of discipline in death.

ed, in heading bodies of the people in this opera-
tion of disarming the royalists. Always a thor-
ough republican in heart and conviction, he was
one of the most enthusiastic to welcome the revi-
val of the old Constitution and the constitutional-
ist party, and his joy took the natural form ofa
zealous daring in the performance of -this practi-
cal service to the cause of his principles; a ser-
vice which was not all one-sided, a considerable
part of the National Guard and some of the troops
being royalists, and|several attempts being made
by the latter party to rally and make a stand
Eﬁﬂ.‘i'h'ge around them, and nally overbore all
resistance. More than once in the course of the
day Lopez was seen driving before him singly with
his sword, considerable bodies of the royalists,
armed with their guns, tothe principal guard-house,
to deliver up their arms, treating them with little
ceremony, and making them acquainted with the
flat of his sword, and indeed cowing them into obe-
dience to his command as though he had been
their own  officer.”

The consequence of this day was, that he was
speedily despatched to join the army,as first Aid-
de-Camp to the Commander-in-Chief,Gen. Valdez;
and after taking a most active part in the war, be-
ing usually selected for the most’daring military
work, he found himself at its clos¢ a General, and
covered with military decorations among which
were the highly distinguished ones of the grand-
erosses of St. Hermengildo and Isabel la Caloli-
ca.* Between himself and Valdez (who was af-
tewards Captain-General of Cuba) a devoted
friendship arose, which has never sustained any
diminution. The only pure and upright Captain-
General sent to Cuba within the memory of man,
and therefore necessarily too good to be long left
by the Government in that post, Valdez has al-

ous man breathing. :

In his political sentiments, General Lopez never
wavered from his fidelity to the democratic party,
known in Spain as theliberal ex party. As
a known and reliable member of that party, he
svas appointed Commander-in-Chief of the Nation-
al Guard ol the kingdom, a post ‘created for him
at a critical period. He at different periods filled
the posts of Commander-in-Chief of various pro-
vinces. Though excessively carcssed by the Queen
Mother Cristina,he early learned to despise and dis-
trust her, and her false, selfish, intriguing politics.

On the occasion of the popular insurrection at
Madrid which resulted in the expulsion of Cristi-
na from the Regency, Gen. Lopez was earnestly
solicited by the people to assume the command of
the capital, as Governor of Madrid, which, wien
he found it incumbent on him as a duty of human-
ity at a difficult and critical moment, he consented
to do. The city being threatened by the army,
he made the most energetic preparations for its
defense ; but happily the withdrawal of the obnox-
ious Queen Mother to Paris averted the necessity
of the struggle, for which he had braced the nerves
of the people by the firmness of his resolution and
the vigor of his measures. Espartero, on whom
the government then devolved, and who was soon
alter appointed Regent by the Cortes, was anxious
to induce Lopez to retain the post of Governor of
Madrid ; but the latter would not remain, beyond
the period of emergency for which he had been
calleé upon by the people themsleves, in a situa:
tion # which it might become his duty to act against
the people for the repression of tumults, and t!lrea
times pressed upon the Regent his resignation;
which was only accepted when he positively re-
fused to take a negative answer, and had relieved
Espartero from tke difficulty of filling his place,by
himself recommending a competent successor.

Anterior to this period he had beer appointed a
Senator of the Kingdom, by the Liberal city of
Seville. Authorized by the constitution to nomi-
nate three persons for the Senate, from whom the
crown had to select one, Seville took effectual
means to make good its desire to be represented
hy Lopez, by naming as his colleagues, in the
nomination, two candidates whom .it was impos-
sible for the court to adopt, the one being the In-
fante Don Francisco de Paula, the uncle of the

*Even Carlist historians speak with high praise of their own
mast formidable enemy, Lopez ; relating, ameng other acts, the
manner in - which he saved the army the honor ot General
Carondelet, who, almost beaten, by a supprise, allowed

Salic law which had heretoforegregulated the sue-
ald therefore 10 the”

otherbeing a distinguished Carlist Bishop.

" His pffice of Senator afforded General Lopez an
opporitpity of studying the politics of Spain, the
| spirit and action of its government, especially in
reference to its America
| country by adoption and marriage, being the prin-
cipal one,) which amidst the clash and splendor
of arms, be had never he}’ofe possessed ; anil he
 willingly,\for a while, forgot the latter, glorious
‘as thély haj been to him, to avai! himself of the
§advnx%g! us [acilities ‘of his position for the for-
'mer.’ Disgust and indignation were the first fruits;

' resolution 0 be the Liberator of Cuba, the next.
The repulsejof the Cuban deputies from their seats
}in the Cortesi—a Cortes existing by virtue ofa con-

'stitution which gave to those deputies the same
rrights with those whosg votes repuised them—had
alreddy awakéned aoae'p feeling of resentment i
this breast, as in that of nlfl his Cuban compatriots.
‘Though a soldiér trom childhood, he had never
had other than an American heart, and he soon
earned to regard wiih self-reproack his own glory
acquired in the Spanish service, and to despise
the glitter of his own wniform as a mere livery,
no more honorable in his eyes than that which be-
dizened a rich man’s uegro calesero in his own
country. Such a thought in the breast of a man so
honest in conviction, so_ resolute in will, and so
fearless in execution, was ‘ no barren sentiment ;
and he deliberately determined to devoté the rest
of his life ta the liberation of his country and the
recovery of his own dignity,—measuring the lat-
ter by a far higher standard than the vulgar one
of rank, military distinction, power or court fa-
vor. Resigning his seat as a Senator, he insist-
‘ed with Espatero on being allowed to retuen to
Havana; a permission whiclr he did not obtain
without extreme difficulty, nor till aiter long re-
sistance on the part of the Regent, |it being con-
trary to the jealous policy of Spain, in, the govern-
ment of her rich colony, the Queen of the Antilles,
to allow any Americ:}% born officer of rank or im-
portance to go there,
Espartero, the noble head of the Liberal or Pro-
gressist party in Spain, alone made practicable
the importunity with which General Lopezinsisted
on his demand, which he even enforced by ma-
king it the alternative to a resignation of his coms-
mission;——and it cannot be denied that his own
determined purpose in going, and the ¢consequences
which have resulted from it, prove clearly enough
the policy of that rule, on the part of the Spanish
Government, to which he thus aucceeded in cau-
sing himself to be made the fatal exception*"

| Generai Valdez was at this timethe Captain-
General of Cuba, to which post he had been short-
ly Lefore appointed, to a great extent through the
influence of Lopez, who had urged it strongly as

ing e banpell g eyacmtestad
most intimate and devoted friend, solicited permis-
sion that Lopez should accompany him, but with-
olit success; and it was not till several months af-
tqrwards that he finally effected his object, as be--
fore remarked, partly through his threat of resign-
ing his commission and partly |from the Regent’s

personal attachment, :
! It was, we believe, in 1839, that he returned to
Cuba. - During that period of the Captain-Gene-

alship of Valdez, honor, friendship and gratitde

combined, to require him to postpone any steps

towards the accomplishment of the great purpose

which never slept within his breast. The down-

fall of Espartero, and the " restoration of Maria
Cristina to power, supported by Narvaez and the
army, by causing the recall of the virtuous Val-
dez, (who was succeeaed by O’Donnell, the pre-
decessor of the present, Roncali,) released him from
the personal obligations by which at first he had felt
fettered ; and his friends in Havana were sur-
prised at the evident content and cheerfulpess
with which he received a change of parties neces-
sarily depriving him \of the posts which he held
in the military government of the Island. Under
Valdez, he was Governor of Trinidad and Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Central Department, as
well as President of the Military Commission: He
gladly laid down these posts on the arrival of the

period of opportunity- and freedom for which he
had impatiently waited; and creating a ' pretext
for returning to the Central/Department in retire-
ment, (retaining of course his position as Gen-
eral, though not en duty,) by undertaking the
working of an abandoned copper mine, he devoted

himsell mainly to his object of organizing prepa-

rations for his intended rising of the people against
their oppressors; an object | which, it is scarcely
needed to say, required extreme caution and tact

as well as boldness, though he well knew that the

general sentiment of the people was already strong-
ly predisposed to a2 movement for independence.
With this view he exerted himsell in many ways
to establish a personal popularity and personal re-

lations,.as extensively as possible with the country
people-of all the surrounding region, the guajiros ;
every one of whom is more accustomed to the sad-
dle than to any other seat, so that they may be
be cilled a population of cavalry, wham a very lit-
tle training under the inspiration of such g leader
would make a mounted force inferior to none in
the world. He employed .every mode in his pow-
er to make himself personally familiar with them,
to win their confidence and to attach them by ser-
vices and favors ;j—an operation in which, always
lavish and careless of money, he spent with an
unreserved hand, - | '
' Another mode adopted by him of \bringing the
country people together and mingling with them,
was by making matches for cock-fighting at vari-
ous points. This favorite popular.amusement
had been forbidden by the Government, for the
purpose of preventing such gatherings of the coun-
try people; but having contrived to extort a li-
cense from O’Donnell for the occasion of the roy-
al fiestas or holidays, though the latter had refused
many other applications, he not only got up, with
a few of his friends, a grand exhibition which
brought together half the country, but he managed
to keep it up for the year round at many differ-
ent places, without beipg interfered with by the
local authorities,—using the shade of some broad
tree for the place for meeting. Mingling thus
familiarly among the guajiros, in their own cos-
tume, and as one of themselves, he thus prepared
them to be in readiness for the approaching day.

. *Lopez’s secret wishes and views, early adopted, had ma‘da
him an object of at least so much suspicion, in reference to Cu-
ba, that, several years before, by a proceeding emenating from
Havana, and from Tacon, then' Captain-General, he had been
subjected to a formal trial on the charge of conspiring for the
independence of that colony, and of having, at a dinner, ‘pro-

h lonel, to rally the flying troops, assume the en-
O w’:rueda ':rb:ggena'al.andm a great

tire command, virmally supe
extent retrieve the disaster of the day_

posed as a toasta sentiment to that effect. He succeeded, how.-

ever, in his enemies, and was= acquitted

Colonies, (Cuba, his’

An intimate friendship with

"getf, an iﬁompa?iﬁgremam ont 't.‘?_g

| my, who had witnessed the scene.

. magnificent horse, cream-colored, with black mane and
feet.

| they might otherwise perhaps find in the direction they
| were pursuing, and to lead them off’ astray ta a certain

| tainty Lopez solved the difficuity in a mode little likely
' to occur to another, by propoesing to mount himself be-

‘would of course be well, while if he did not return it
would prove that he was killed, that the Indian was play-

Aices, but by liberal presents, and he afterwards proved

. , ; | : . . _ t | 1
young Queen and brother| of Don Carlos, and the | Aided by the respect due to his rank, the brilliancy | gué! to that effect,—in the belief, of fourse, that he wou'l |
‘| of his military reputatign as the well-known bravest

and boldest officer of Cuba, his generosity and
character for himanity and good nature,he thus es-
tablished an influence such,that he has always been
confident that region would rise at his voice,
whenever he should summon the people to rally

round the flag of hberty and independenca.

Having determined early in 1848, that the proper time
had arrived, he was enly induced by some friends 1o post-
pone his intended rising for a short time, in order to
await the results of some communications which had pro-
ceeded from a highly distinguished American officer in
Mexico, who knew the state of public feeling im the Is-
land. This delay led, througa an aceidental eause, to the
discovery of his plan by the Government, and to the sud-
den arrest of his friends, and the consequent necessity,
as explained at the beginning of this sketch, of his own
preeipitate «embarkation for this country, from whose
friendly al:_nws he hoped soou to be avle to return, ' His |
plan far Cub ways been Independence and Annex-
ation to the to the American Union. . After his escape,
he was condemned to death.® Against the persons who
had been arrested, (some of them perhaps with reason
and some withoat,) no evidence existed, and the greater
part were released,—some being sent out of the country.

The rest of General Lopez’s life has to be written by a
future biographer. | To the slight outline we have here
given,we will only adda few anecdotes illustrative of that
enterprising fearlessness to which, nnited with a quick
and keen perception, fertility of resources, knowledge of
men and gift of of command, are to be ascribed the rapid
and brilliant honors of his military career ; respecling
which, the most extraordinary cir¢umstance is, that
while it was commenced perforce,and as the only chance
for his life, his heart has never been in it, and he has nev.
er desired better than an opportunity of withdrawing al-
together from the military professoin itself.

On one occasionin South America, Janding with an ex-
pedition, somewhat a la Cotez, in a wild and unexplored
region, occupied by a highly warlike tribe of wild Indians
(Indios bravos) who never had, nor ever have been tamed,
and with whom they had a severe engagement on land-
ing, the whole party came well nigh perishing for want
of water. Striking into the interior in questof water,
after marching in a tropical climate for a whole day with-
out finding stream or spring, they wege at last approach-
ed, at about sunset, by an Indian warrior mounted on a

Lopez was in advance with a small column when
the commander summoned him to consultation, The
vessels from which they had landed the afternoon before
had ‘sailed, so that they had no return. A number had
already died of exhaustion and thirst, . They contrived
to make the Indian understand their want, and he in turn
conveyed to them that he could conduct them to water
which they could reach by day-break, But here arose
the perplexity, how far he was to be trusted. His pur-
puse might be to decoy them away from the relief which

and horrible fate. In the midst of this anxious uncer-

hind the Indian, on the powerful and fresh horse of the
latter, and to goat the utmost speed in quest of the wa-
ter, to verify what was understood from the signsof the
Indian ; telling the conmander that if he returned all

ing false, and that therefore they should in that case in-
were going,
: o mene
result, all the bands of discipline being meanw

ly relaxed. As it resulted, the lndian conducted him
truly, though of cburse Lopez had to plunge into the
depths of the forest and of the night, mounted behind a
guide who might lead him onlyinto the midst of enemies.
He reached the water, returned, and by conducting them
to it saved the lives of the whole expedition. [t proved
‘that the lndian 'was of a tiibe hostile to those against
whose territory the expedition was proceeding. Some of
‘his wives had ‘been carried off on 4 foray, and he was in
pursuit of thern when he came upon th&strangers whom
he supposed of conrse the énemies of his enemies, and
therefore his friends. The Indian Orpheus was rewarded
not only by the recovery of histwo or three Jost Eury-

a serviceable guide. -

The occasion on which he received the cross of San
Fernando, above alluded to, wasas follows. Morillo, at
the head of a force ofseven or eight thonsand men, was
‘pursuing the Patrjot army of Paez, numbering about
13,0004 over the llanos or plains of (Venczucla, trying in
‘vain to bring the latterto an engagément. This the lat-
‘ter had of course no difficulty in avoiding, his whole
force consisting of first-rate eavalry, while the Spanish
army was mamly infantry. Lopez was at this period,
as has been above mentioned, at the head of a picked
squadron, reserved for. decisive moments, with which it
iwas a point of honor never to turn their backs. He had
lost half of it in a sevére éngagement that morning, and
with the rest, thirty-eight in number, jwas marching
on the extreme flank- of the army, when he received an
‘order from the General to gallop forward and harrass the
rear of Paez’s retreating army. Morillo had not recog-
nised, at the distance, the fragment which remained of
Lopez’s squadron ; which he would never otherwise have
sent on such a service, especially after the morning’s
work. Rash as the order was, it was of course obeyed.
On the perfeetly level prairie which was the scene of the
operation, what ensned was in view of both armies. Pa-
ez, provoked at the insolence of this little squadron, halt-
2d, and put himself in person at the head of a splendid
corps of about 300 men, his guard, the well-known flower
of his army, in scarlet uniforms, and every man superbly
mounted ; and this corps was seen to detach itself from
the main body and rapidly approach the ligtle band, whose
destruction seemed mevitable before the swoop of that
force. ‘Lopez asked his men if they would stand or turn.
The reply was that they would do as he should. His an-
swer was to fling himself from his horse, and command
them to do the same, thus burning his ships ; and then
to form his men in line, to stand their ground as long as
they could with the lances and carbines which were their
arms. He thus repulsed the charge of Paez and his goard
refusing to surrender; and maintaining himself till Mo-
rillo could hasten up his cavalry to their support, and till’
the able Paez, with whom his retreat was of nuch more
impartance than the annihilation of this handful ol gal-
lant fellows, whom none admired more than| himself,
withdrew his 'guard, and left Lopez, with what remained
of his dismounted squadron, to receive the cordial em-
braces of his General, and the plaudits of the whole ar-

2 In all theacts of herdie daring on the
part of Lopez which are familiarly eurrent among the
Spanish soldiers, and which, togetker with his humani.
ty, kindness, and freedom the arrogant pride habitual to
the Spanish officers, kave made him so popular with them,
it is to be remarked, that the boldness is never reckless-
ness, but is always elicited by a worthy occasion, and
combined with that quick and acute.calculation of the
possibility which is the essence of military genius. .

We are unwilling to omit an incident in the military
life of General Lopez, in which our readers will not fail
to recognize the < high Roman fashion.” Together with
a large number of others, he was atone time a prisoner
in the hands of the Carlists, at a place named Cantavieja,
a fortified place in the depths of the mountains of Arra
gon, which was supposed a safe place of custody. There
were about seven hundred prisoners collected there —
Lopez was the highest in rank among the prisoners, and
was confined in a small room -apart from the rest, with
four other superior officers. The governor of the place
was a brutal and bloody wretch, who lost no oppportunity
of outraging his prisoners. He was areatly enraged when
a Cristino army, under General San Miguel, now one of
the. most respectable officers in Spain, began 1o approach
the place to beseige it, overcoming,by extreme exertions,
the difficulties which had been supposed to make it inac-
cessible. The governor thereupon declared that the first
gun fired agasnst the place should be the signal f~r the

eath ofall the prisoners in it, from General Lopez down,
(an act perfectly in accordante with the system of war
of Cabrera, who commanded for Don Carlos in thatgnar- |
ter;) and offered Lopez perfnission to write to Sanh Mi-

~ *Among his papers, seized !L!u overnment, was a letter to
the quem;g i his com:x,i’piolf ‘which was to have been

sent to the Captain-General a d:{oor two before his nsing., This

i
#

dissuade him from the enterprise., Lopez according'y
_wrote, indeed, simply megt.oning the fuet which he hud

been requesiéd by the governor to communicate, but ad-

ding, that General San Miguel woul

hisiown plans, without regard te this pircumstan
was, moreover, a proof that the governor wasa _
he would not be able to maintain the place against the |
appirehended seige. San Miguel at Jlemgth made his ap.
peuarance beforeCantaviejs, and began to throw up his
seize works. The govemor then went 10 the room in
which Lopez was confined, and told him that he deeply
deplored the necessity under which [he was now placed,
of ordering the exeention of the prisoners, but offered
them another chanee, by shying that General Lopez might
go put to San Mignel’s camp, to cxl'rh'm i person the
state of things, s¢ as to induce the latter to withdeaw ;
giving his word af honor |that he wduld return imsned:-
ately. Lopez aceepted thie offer, and presenting himsell

ey which

to 8an Miguel and officers, who welcomed him asu fa- |

vorite friend, sat dowu to ‘cheerful breakfast, at which he |
explained the erraid on which he had been sent.  He ex. |
ecuted it, however, m hir own way, by sdvising San |
Miguel of theHest mode of attacking the town by storm, |
giving hinrthe benefit of the pbservations he had been |
able to make of its deferjSes inside; and it was agned

that the attack should be made the next day. The pris. |
&ners had contrived to obtain the promise of some forty |
muskets fromisome of theé Navarrese soldiers in the place

of course cafry oul |-

frand Unll‘; | :

_with which they would make at leagt somé resistanve

to the amiable purpose pf the governor; a resistances |

whieh might thus afford a useful diversion during the at- -

tack. This being all diséussed, together with the break - |
fast, Lopez rose to depart, which he was not suflered 1o )
till he had overpowered the chorus pf oppositige he vu.

countered, by the declaration of his inflexible resofution, N\

The governor confessed himself very much astonishid 1o
see him back. The town was vigorously attacked the

next day, and taken by assault; the prisoners escajung |«

the impending fate, (whigh, by-the-way, s-certain enru,
or priest was one of the principal Carlist officérs in the
garrison, was the most epger to inflipt,) by the rapichity
of the operation, and the terror with which the garfison
were impressed., « They had no time, and they were
of reprisals, that was all;”’ was General Lopez’s modest
commentary, on a reccntioa:c:gnipr:r. when the inguines ol
seme; friends (who happened 1o observe on histable a le1-
ter directed to General San Miguel at Madnd) elicited
the particulars of this story,“in which we see at least o
ray of the classic glory of Regulus, though he jlimseit
was the only one who saW nothing in it remarkable.

We will menuon but one other incident in the career of this -
extraordingary and noble man, for the purpase of exhibiting lis
practical aptitude for the direction of thé pepular magses, as well
as for the military command. Before the expulsion of Mara
Cristina from the ﬁqgt'ncy,‘ when the Liberal Exaltado pany
had become indignant at the course and indicationd of . the Go. .
vernment, (it being believed that negotintions were oa fgot for
a coahtion between her and Lron Carlos, thiongh the means ot
a marriage of the young queen with hey son) aod when the
people were especially exasperated at the fedbleness with whieh
the war was conducted onjthe part of the * Modérada govein.
ment, Lopez happened to be passing through Valencia, necon.
panied by a single friend, on his way ta the army in Cathlon:a,
to which he | had been ordered, 1t was at a period Whea the
Carlist General, Cabrern, was 1ag:ng through that regpa. Lo,
pez was a - tofal strunger: in Valenea, where 4e had no dher
personal acq aintance than the CaptainiGeperal, Meodez Vigo. |
Spending the evening at the thedtre, hebieard i this place ¥ague -
reéports of some commation ainodg the eople, of wiich the
Capain-tzeneral, to whom he spoke about i1, made hight, Alber
a short time, however, ghd latter rose and left s box.  Ten
minutes had not elapsed before an aidede.camp come 19, pale
and excited, and whispering, as he [mmd. to Lopez, thal the
Captain-Genera: had been Killed by the populace, lnstened .to
ta escort the wite of the lulter, wnorait o, her hosoutia’s 1at ,
LG woyernment ce, General 1»;51. D DAt e, b i

ac r /9 "lf‘l‘le'ﬁne cause ol

reak was the popular discontent with the Govenfient gud
its'agents in Valeneia ; its immediate cause, the meem lmd..-.
ry of sixty Valencian patriots by Cabrera ina borrible muaicr,
abd the refisal of the authionties m. conupand 10 muke repr.
sals on the Curhist prisaners in the goal in the citadel, o1 10 act
with energy in-the pra ecuton of the 'war. "I'he national guiai
constituted the bulk of the!insurgents, whase numbers by th
next morking were said to havesswelled 1o thirty pr forry thowd
sand infuriated men, who threstened 1o anack t
manding, as the fiyst concession to their vengeance, the hands
of two or three of the principal and most obhnoxious autherities,
and the lives of the Carlist gisoncm. and then active measyros
against Cabrera. On leaming that General Lopez was i the
cimdel, whom they well knew br-r tation though be hns nev.
er before baen in the place, the leaders of thie populace express.
ed themselves willing that everything should be placed in his
hands and under his command, T'he trembiling autherities cd-
treated him to comply with 1his demand, and to asgume 1he su--
prenie authority of the 1evolied city, to which he at hnﬁl o
gented. as a duty of necesssity as well as hymanity.
forth alone, in consequence, he soon found himsell in
of a crowd raging and shouting around him in ﬂrsfen:ﬁ and
uttefly unmanageable contusion, insisung first on the heads ol
the victims. A den full of hungry howling lions affords a fec-
ble idea of a Valencian mob on such an occasion, and on that
occasion. A sign of faltering would have lwen famlh  Lupes
eould only at last by dint of oaths, violence, and evenblows,
clear a suffic ent space aropnd him for| intelhgible conferance .
with the leaders ; and he thea insisted that he wotld assume the
command and goveinmentor the ¢ty o1 ly wn oo nlinon of i |
plicit obedience to-all his directions, the tirsk of winch was that
every man should immediately retire to his home ; thar il the y
were to govern him, Instesd of his  governing them, ne would
"return to the citadel, or they might kil him on  the spot, as
they had done the Captain-General,

1Ty U

Sallymg
the mitds

'

ctdel, di-

He prévailed, and ‘order 7~

was restored—though he has often remarked that, active ng has"

been his military service, this was the most inteise erisis, s
most ankious moment,of ks lile. ‘I'he obnoxious indvidunls
of the government he contpived ta get out ol the way ;nd
regard 1o the prigoners he procuiedjirum the anthoriies the Gameny
ol all the umlufm:mr&n'm‘cr setitence ol death, of whom theis
happened 1o be a large number, fourteen, already doomed 1o o
fate which was only ‘anticipated a litthe by exeeuting theiyy v
Carlist prisoners, so as 10 appeuse the first thirst pf the moior
their vengeance ; and he then tmed theit attention migihe
channel of . vigorous preparstion for the reception of Cabirera, *
who was near and threatening the city. B

A nobjer laurel still, thap that of any of his miliary hosors,
is due 10 General Lopez, he well Known chameter which
attached 1o bim i Cubn, 9% one 10 whow (o take of wrong or
oppression was never 10ld without the ‘certainry of finding b
w;fling to hear, quick 1o sypnpnthize, atd pever baekwiad m e~
ertions to redress.  Whi ¢ Valdez wad Capuair Sseneral, he was
the channel for most of the petirions and compluints o all Kinds
which ascended from the vnfortmnte and the poor, fo the <u-
preme power, | Un une ocgasion, with O'Donnell, Valdez's sov .
cessor, when by persistancé, be had wduced the CapromLien -
ral 10 revoke an oppressive decasion which he had  just e,
in the case of 4 poor old widow applyuig for & prason, Fope
told him that he (O'Donngll) wws bear with hun, for ghat *m-
deg his predecessor, e hod many a time twéntyfise cmses i a
day, in which he had 1o mje the petinons of the poor, Who dnds
hiin their advoeate, and hel produced an appadling list of mgmo:
randn of cases which he had then been solieited 16 pregent, Not
unfrequgntly hes be been!known ta ibake’ journers drom Hic -
interior {the Central Depariment) to Havana, far the scle pur-
pose of Elaiming justice for a poor guajire, improperly Jnpris.
oned or otherwise wronded. And gn the grmy the comgion
soldier always knew Gendral Lopez as a sufe friend, 1o whoin
he would peverhave to I'z:k in vain for jystice of Et'llclw-:l_\-'.-
The truth is, that, combirdng read ly with » very
sttion, his demociatic principles have naturajly seperated an

indly dispeo-

earnest and resolute enerky of chasmetcr hps ever tendid o J

make praciical and active. Cp one ogea<ivn, when repioved
by the Caprain-General, Valdez, for desecndipg (rom the dign -
ty of his rank, in appearing as the detender of A Sibordingre ol
ficer, before n q-uurl.murtal conposed of thembers of potres
punding grade, hsigeply was, “ that any court gepresnlii g 1 @
iy und the dignity of . jultice; was tur’ above’ b or BIY witha s
military rank ; and mereover, that I his general's faje (-nsl
was to forbid his déferding 1he couse of the homli gt-scdier
whom he belieyed 10 be wrong: d.le would throw 1t off, sod o .
fef 1o geturn 10 the rank 6f a Leurenaut 7 0 tepl which Vi don
afierwards ackpowledged 10 bave been rizht o diobee bw )
still hizher the attachmedt and respect i which he hod always
held General Lopez, L .
This 1 the :Lm who (pot withont the a d of some Ciibam p- ¢
triots s civil |.te, some of whose names nel befo ¢ the world,
others, not Jess warthy, Being necessanly reserved,) bas _
raken the noble mission bf emanc pating Cuba ffom the vob e
and the abominntion of Spanish ryranny, w th » view g X
trance into our Luior. No th aod socth, essgrd west, i A -
prebend there are few who will pot wish 1he o ement
speed. That the prople pf Cuba are themscives anvie s
is.a truth fargilar 10 us through many sccumu p'd codi ren
Ifany one could doubt it, the one smnle fact, tha: only wae les
dy attended the Queen's birth-night bally njthe v v i ,\!n Wi
zas, last Otober, (and that lady the wie ofan (s Ay f
suftice 10 prove the unammwity «f the public sent o ent, I
ly when we regs d tie e 'lnd rreumstanoe o whih  #
brave Leauties of Matangs da‘ed %0 mnke tos 7 on 8 I I
strat on, (rene III To o' me ﬁ_grw fi'th aln Jt  ethes & h
1te d seontent, also well Jknuwa, addis] 1o the 1

-
habitual sympathy wilE }'hr. poor ad the oppressed whneh s

| vty wh el
) 1|“: L'on(:ll_

he possesses with the canntry A, espeeflly

{ Department.of the l-alar?:l, w#ll,’;::lh'hl} makt the movement &
rupid and easy one, whepere - mar hin it B e hn;
t0 make 8 voya.e to Cibs ;= f rderd je stlicart o ab £a
a voyage,at some fiture . when, .m;dpr p o sdnrn i
oss sympathetic with every piiar cave, heone ¢ oW

has been described by a friend who had seen it, as & very noble
and beautiful production, finely reconc.wg the duty of military
honor with that of painotisi. |
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