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WHY IS THE NEWS AND OBSERVER
SILENT?

A few weeks ago the Raleigh
News and Observer clipped several
extracts from Philadelphia papers,
exposing and denounncing Republi-
ean election frauds in that city. The
News and Observer also added its
condemnation of Republican methods
of ballot box stuffi 1g and falsifying
eturn in Paoiladelphin; and closed
by reqnesting THE CaUOASIAN to
copy. THE CAUCASIAN copisd the
extract and what the Nawa and Ob-
server had to say with great pleasure,
saving that we dil pot endorse
ballot box stufficg when committed
by Republieans and Populis's any
more than when eommitted by Domo-
erate, and acked the N waand On-
gerver to say whaether or not it en
dorged that sentimeni. Wa farther
aeked the News ard Oheeryger to say
whether or nat it end rand ball ot
box stuffing in North Carvlina, W
then added an extrant clipped from
an editorial id the Washington Post
in which that paper unt

only da.

“IT !‘UIW!M“IO’“ AND WICK-

ED IN MORALS."
Theabove is what the Washington
Post says of the proposed disfran-
chisingamendment in this State, In
its Sunday issue, commenting upon
a recent interview of Senator But-
ler’s, it discusses the proposed
amendment at considerable length.
We clip the following:

“It is tc be hoped that Senator
Butler speaks by inspiration when
he predicts the defeat of the North
Carolina suffrage amendment.

- - .

If it rought simply to make the

THE MESSENGER'S wm:ﬁ;;n “2 INEAL ANCESTOR”

sue of THE CAUCASIAN we publish-
ed an editorial taken from the Wil-

LIE."” _
On the front page of the last is-

mington Messenger of Beptember
18th. 1898, which no doubt all of
our readers have read.

If not, look up the last. issue and
read it. The Messenger in that
editorial denounced as a liar every
Republican and Populist who
charged that the Democrats if they
got in power would attempt to dis-
franchise anybody, white or black.

CLAUSE DISCUSSED.
[Y'rom Raleigh Post, May 14 1809.]

Frank Nash, Esq, of Hillshoro,
furnishes the following ragument,
frc n his standpoint, of the “grand-
father” elause, or “iineal ancestor”
geetion, or the proposad Coustitn-
tional Amendment in regard to the
bearing which the 15th Amepndment
of the Constitution of the Uaited
Btates, 10 his opinion, will bear there-
on.

tion.— i8cussi is . g g
Introduetion.—This discussion }t o -pravious eondition. of servithde.

tend, I suppoce that the ballot might
ba conferred upon the white women
of the State without conferrine it
likewise on the negro women. This
would make 8 diserimivation by rea

son of race, so wonid offend against
the 15th amendment. Way? Bscause
the negro women, under these eir-
enmstances would be the eitizans
vrotected by the 15:th amendment,
The fature disenszion will make this
point plain.

2. What citizens are protected by
this amendment in the exercise of
this franchise? They are only thoss
who are, or are attempted to be, dis-
franchised on acerant of race, ecolor

act of voting an intelligent and en-| The Messenger went further and
lightened function and to reduce to| geclared that anyone who claimed

one of purely econstitational law,

: : : re i imitation upo en-
is entitled to no more eomsideration There is no limi upon the gen

4 minimum the opportunities of
bribery and corraption, we should
hall it as a step towards purity and
wholesomeness in polities. But as
we See the matter, the scheme is
simple to disfranchise the negro
becanse he is black, and to protect
at least a majority of the whites
who would otherwise be disfran-
chised under an impartial applica-
tion of the same rule. North Car-
olina, in a word, has borrowed from
Louisiana the inlquitous expedicnt
whereby  Illiterate white voters
may retain the franchise enjoyed
by thelr fathers or grandfathers in
I8G7, no matter what may be their
personal disgualifieations under tie
restrictions imposod upon the ne-
groes without exception. We be-
lHeve the plan to be anconstitu-
tional, as we know it has been so
denouneed by both the Louisiana
Senators in the ecase of their own
State, and we have not the slight-
est doubt that it Is wieked in
[ morals as it is stupid and blunder-
ing in expediency.

The defeat of thiz measure will
be a national benefaction.”

It will be geen thar the Post not

nogneed the Hepubliean election
frands in Pennsylvania, but at the
same time, and in the same terms
denounced the election frauds com-
mitted in Kentucky, under the Goe-
bel law and pomnted out how any
other State that would copy and en-
dorse guch a law intended to commit
gimilar frauds, The Washington
Post ia every vigorous language de-
nounced the criminals and the
rascals who wonld use such s law
and such methods to ecorrnpt the
ballot box and disfranchise voters to
turn & minority into a majority. We
requested the News and Observer to
return the courtesy by eopying the
extract from the Washingion Post.
That was over three weeks ago.

There nave been about twenty issnes

of the News and Observer since that

time and yet, up to date, that paper
has not found the room to reproduce

that. extract from the Washington
Post, nor has it been able to looze its

only declares the proposed amend-
l unconstitutional, but it de-
clares further “that it is wicked in
| morals and stupid and blundering
in expediency.” It goes farther,
and declares that the defeat of such
a measure “will be a national ben-
efaction”
per that

mient

This if not said by a pa-
is hostile to the South,
but one that is a strong defender of
Southern people. The Post
never jolned in the sectional cra-
made against our people.
That paper probably understands
the South and its peenliar social
and industrial problems better
than any other Northern paper.
Let it be noted in this connection
also that the Post in the last cam-
palgn supported the fight made by
Simmons and the Demoeratic par-
ty under the plea of white sapre-
macy, but the Post, like thousands
and tens of thousands of voters in
North Carolina, did not understand

has

=ille

tongue suffiziently to say whether or| Simmons and the motives behind

not it endorses or condems the Sim-

him and his machine. They see

mons-Goebel law, the frauds com-;that he has broken hissolemn ¢cam-

mitted nuder itin Kontucky, and the
gimilsr frauds intended to be per-
petrated under in North Csrolina.

It seems that the N+ws and Obser-
ver's position with ref rence to eleec-
tion frauds is the same as its position
toward the Sapreme Court of the
Btate in re-affirming the doctrine of
Hoke vs. Heudsrson. When the de-
¢ision of the Court resulted
ting & Demoerat in cffica, the News
and Observer praised it whether it
was & £00d law or not; when ths de
eision of the Court, euwuncisting the
game doetrine, resnlted in putting a
Demoerat out. the News and Obser-
ver condemned the Chart and howlad
about a partisan decision. A paper
that has such a standard of morals
a8 this eannot be expected to do oth-
erwiss Lthan endorse ba'lot box atnf-
flag when it puts a Demoerat in offies.
and to howl and denoununer it when it
keeps a Democrat out of cflice.
The condaet of the News and
Obsarver in attempting to misrepre-
gant the honest and fair aleetiol law
of 1895 shows thatits snss of hon-
esty sud decency is aven lower, ba.
cause in that ease it went to the ex
tent of denouncing a perfectly fair
and honest law, smply becans« it
prevented the Domocratic machine
in two elections from getting to the
pie connter. The voters of the Siate
will say on next August whether or
not they endorse such morals.

—_— —

STRAVESTIY OF CONSTITUTIONAL

JUSTICE."

William A. Gutorie, a promipent
member of the New York bar, who
was associated with Joseph H.
Choate in argming the locome tax
oases before the Uanited States Sa-
preme Court, and who is recognized
as one of the ablest Constitutional
lawyers in tue Uaited States, in com-
menting on the *‘grandfather clanse”
of the Louisiana Constitation, say:

This travesty of Constitutional jus.
tice ought to be brought to the test ip
the Federal Courts at the eariiest pos-
gible moment. If such a provision can
be sustained a8 within the power of
the States to regulate the qualification
of voters, the result ovught to be
the diminution of Louisiana's rep.
resentation in Congress and in the
Rleotoral Coilege in proportion 1o the
excluded negru vole,

This extract is taken from Guth-

Awmendment to the Constitution of
tue Upited States’ delivered before
the Dwight Alumni Association of
New York. n April and May, 1808

The opinion of this great Constiru-
tional lawyer who, in the estimation
of some lawyers, takas rank with
Cooley as an authority on Constitn-
tional law, certainly should have
great weight in the consideration of
sueh a proposition iovolving as it
do« 8, the eharge of the fundamental
law of the land.

Moreover, it cannot be doubted,
that under seetion 2 of the 14'h
Amendment of the Constitotion of
the United States all of those South-
orn B'ates that have restricted the
suffcage may have also their repre-
sentation in Coongress and in the
Electoral College reduced. This is

in put-|

paign pledgzes and they further see
|that this syme Simmons and his
political machine are enemies to
good government and to industrial
| progress in our State.

The Demoeratic papers in the last
campaign testifled to the great
ability and to the fairness of the
Washington Post. Will they now
accept the opinion and advice of
that great and fair journal and
iundo the wrong they have done
| when their Legislature meets next
June.

| WHAT THE NORTH CyROLINA MA-
CHINE THINK 4.

Elliott ¥. Danforth, Chairman of
the New York D ‘mocratiec State Com-
| mitte~ has racantly mada a tour
throngh the S)uth, and in an inter-
view after returning to New York he
discnsses the situation with refer-
ence to the paramount issues in
the next campaien and the proba-
ble action of the National Demoerat-
ie (onvention respecting them. Mr.
Danforth, on his trip spent several
days in Raleigh, where he, donbtiess
ascertained the viaws of the Demo-
eratiec “machine’ which will be seen
in the following extract-

“They did not say that they had
abandoned the 16 to 1 idea, but they
acknowledgs that the sitnation had
changed since 1806, and that the
domioant issues uext year will be
trusta and imperialism. That is to
say, they are unwilling to repudinte
the Chiearo platform, bat they see
that new issues of far-reaching 1m-
portance have come up lately, and
|that they should berecogniz:d Even
10 states (1tke North Carolina I found
that the anti-trust and anti‘imperial-
ism ideas engaged the attention of
the people more than the free s:lver
issues. In faet, I might sum up my
observations by sayiog that the sen
timent of Demoeracy in the South is
such that I am coofident there will
be little trouhls in bringiug about a
union of the D moeracy of the whole
country next year.”

The truesilver element in the Dem-
ocratie party of North varolina would
not have expreesed sueh viewse with
reforence to silver, and we can only
coneiude that Chairman Danforth ob-
tained his information from such ma-
chine gold Demoerats as Simmons,
Pou and Furman.

HON. FRANK NASH DISCUSSES THE
AMENDMENT.

In this issue of THE CAUCASIAN
appoears an able argument on the
unconstitutionality of the proposed
amendment, by Hon. Frank Nash,
former Democratic Mayor of Hills.
boro, and who, a number of years
agn, was Judge of the County Court
of Edgecombe.

This article is tsken from the
Raleigh Post of May 14°h, 1899 and
that paper in its comment said that
Mr. Nash arguned “with foree, the
unconstitutionality of seetion 5§
(¢randfather e'ause) of the pending
suffrage amendment to our state
econstitution.”

The Post adds further:—* Any-
thing from so respected & ecitizen as
Mr. Nash wmerits, as it will receive,
respectfull consideration.” THE
CavcasiaN will present other arti-

an important phase of the queatiun!
that should be given earnest and de-
libexate consideration. |

cles, in future issues, from Mr. Nash
on the constitutional historical and
moral aspeet of the question. I

that it was possible for any state to
pass a constitutional amendment
to disfranchise blacks without at
the sametime disfranchising all
illiterate whites was either a fool
or was guilty of lying aod decep-
tion. The Messenger is now in
each issue declaring that they can
do just what it said in 1898 that
they would not do and could not
do if they tried without disfranchis-|
ing illerate white voters at the
same time, If the Messenger told
the truth in 1898, then its purpose
in supporting this amendment
now is to try to disfranchise as
many Illiterate whites as ill terate
blacks. Of course, after this is
said, we must still remember that
the Messenger is guilty of a “bald-
faced lie” In promising the people
that if the Democratic machine
got in power they would not at-
tempt to disfranchise anybody.

A MAUENDONIAN CRY.

than the strength of the argnment
gives it. I koow that moen of ability
and character do not reaeh the sams

eral and admitted power of the State
except in these particalars. In other
words, the State may confer suffrage

apon,

(2) Those educationally qnalified.
(h) Tnose quaalified by ownership
of property.

(v) Those qualified by having paid
their taxe=s.

All these matters are to bo deter-
mined by the State. And 1n addi-
‘ion thereto the Siate muy say that
wemen may vote. There is no dis

criminatioa 1n any of these provis-
1008, on account of race e¢olor or
oravious condition of gservituda, T
15 h amendment was intended to se-
cure equalicy of privilege to all eol

ors aund all 1aces and it prohibits di-
rectly any diserimination on account
of privious condition of servitude. I

g es no further. It interferes no
more with the Srate's power thao
this. It does not-and was never 1o-
rended to econtar the bullot uson any
class npon whom the Stats its«If had
not eonferred 1t. It s, 1n other words
a prohibilion upon the State toexar

cise 1ts pow:r in the above partica-
lars, and only in those while 1t leaves
it free to aet in other particulars,
Conseqiently when a general law is

econclasion that I do. Of eourse thess
gentlemen are actusted by perfeet
integrity of purpose I think they
are mistaken; and, as [ commit my
reazoas for so thinking to_writing, [
cannot refrain from demanding that
the tribute which I have paid to their
integrity of purposs, shall be paid
likewise to mine.

As, howaever, the eonelnsion that [
reach is nnpopuiar, [ think, I ow:
what follows to mysalf: certainly
that mueh, if not more. All my sym-
pathies ar» with the better clasz of
veopla in North Carolina, who desire
the purification of the ballot by an
+dneationul, vroperty, or tax paviug
gaul fiestion, or by auy, or ail of
tnem. Bat the resson for my sym-
pathy is this: A Demoerscy is moved
to radicsl action ouly by avpes s to
its prejadices and  passions. When
rthus aroused, 1t hasno provision and
little memory. It is regardloss of
the fa'ure and forgetful of the past,
It has its own short sighted ressons
for its present action, and theca, to
it, are all suficing. Tusuperbable
barriers maka 1t fret and fume and

The Democratic machine in this
State has been much surprised and
dumbfounded by the action of the
Gieorgia Legislature,now in session,
in voting down by a large majori-
ty, a constitutional amendment
just like the one proposed in this
State. The further fact that the
members of the Legislature in dis-
cussing this amendment declared
it unconstitutional bas been astun-
ning blow to them. 8o they ap-
pealed to the Atlanta Constitution
to write an editorial trying to ex-
plain away the action of the Geor-
gia Legislature.The Atlanta Consti-
tution undertook that diflicult job
in a very weak and labored edito-
rial. The next day all the negro
calamity howling] organs in the
State published this editorial from
the Constitution and commented
upon the editorial with an appear-
ance of great relief. To let our
readers see how weak the explana-
nation of the Constitation is, we
will publish its editorial in next
issue, but the fact still stands that
the members of the Legislature
voted it down and did it for the
reason as given in the debate, that
it was nnconstitutional and unwise
and dangerous,

The fact that Governor Russell
was foread to send troopsto Lum-
berton to keep a mob from lynch-
inga negro who was sentenced to be
hung, when the mayor of the town
who is a Democrat, and half of the
jury that tried the case, and hal’
of the Demoecrats of the townr had
signed a petition asking the Gover-
nor to pardon the negro on the
ground that he was not guilty,is a
sad commentary on existing con-
ditions. It shows the spirit of an-
archy and mob violence aroused by
the redshirt Democratic methods
in the last campaign., Shall such
men be permitted torule and curse
the State.

The chief thing of interest in
Congress at present seems to be
the contest of Quay for a seat in
the Senate, and the bribery charges
agajnst Senator Clark of Montana.
The Committee on Privileges and
Elections have just report unfavor-
ably against Quay. No decision
has yet been reached in the Clark
case. There can be no stronger
objeet lesson and argument for the
election of Senators by the people
than these contests of Quay and
Clark.

Chairman Thompson has called
the People’s Party State Commit-
tee to meet in Raleigh on January
18th to fix a time and place for the
next People’s Party State Conven-
tion. In as much as the National
Convention of the People’s Party
will probably be held as early as
May it will be necessary for the
cqmmittee to call the People’s Par-
ty State Convention as early as
April if possible, so that the State
Convention may elect delegates to
the National Convention,

Elsewhere in this issue will be
found a communication from an
‘eastern farmer,” commenting on
an item that appeared in our last
issue, with respect to the emigra-
tion movement among the negroes.
Wae call attention to this commun-
ication because it relates to a mat-
ter of vital importance to our farm
ing population, in that it affects
very closely their material inter-
ests. It will no doubt be read with
interests.

GLORIOUS NEWS

" Coma3s from Dr. D. Cargi le, of
Wishita, I.T. He writes: “Four bot
tles of Electric Bitters bas cured Mrs.
Brewer of serofula, which had caupsed
her grest suffering for years. Terrible
sores would break ont on her bead and
face, and the best docturs couvid give
no help; out her cure is complete and
her heslth is exceHent.” This shows
what thousands have proved,—that
Etectrio Bitters is the best blood puri-
fier known. It’s the supreme remedy
for ecxems, tetter, salt rhéum, ulcers,
boils end running sores. It stimulates
liver, kKidneys and bowels, expels
poisons, helps digestion builds up the
strength. Only 50 cents. Sold by all
Drugglst. Guaranteed.

in 1mpotent wrath, lash both the bar-
Ir:ers and bhimself The makers of
our coustitntions, Faderal and S ate,
understood the weakness as we!l as
the strength of Democracy, much
better than our modern apostles of
the people, s0 they made the break-
waters so sirong that they eould
withstand all ths angry waves of
popular excitement while providing
inside the harbor & ealm and sersne
haveu. Now, it isa fact that one of
the signs of the times, is popular
restiveness agaiust the restraints of
& written eoustitution, no' so much {
now, It is true, as in 1896, not so

psssed which acis eqaally upon all
coiors and all raees it is constito
tional, taough it may disfranchise
more of one eolor, ete., than of an-
other. The cases have decided this.
The following considerations must
convince suy one independent of ea-
ges. The 15 h amendment protects all
races. Sappose & negro State, which
altempted to disfranchise directly or
indirectly the whires residing taere-
in: certainly the whitas would ap
penl to this amendment and would
ba protictad by it. But we are deal-
ing now with a general law whieh
acts equally nupon all eclors and all
much as it will be in 1900, simyply ba- | races snd we are taking an educa-
cause the politician was then and!rional gonalification asanilinstration.
will be next year, moving upon the | There are, say 100 000 neero voters,
face of the waters. It is true that|out of & populstiou of 500,000 who
we have substantial reason to obj et |are entitled to vote under this ednes
to both the Federal wpd State con- I tional qualification. There are 250,-
stitutions. Candidly, 1 thirk the 000, whits votors out of a population
greatest political erime committed |of 1 250 000 upnder this edueatrional
in the history of our country was the | qualification, who sre entitled to
enactment of the 15'h amesdment. T|{vote. Thatis an egaal proportion
believe it to bave boen a produoet|of those entitled to vote on election
both of hatred and revenge. For-|day, supposing the equal proportion
ther, I believe, Leisy ve. Hardin (the | to oceur on that day. The next day
Ioriginal Package casi) and the io-|it wonld be different and the nex:
eome tax case to have been two of day after, it wouald be still d/f-rent.
the greatest political misfortunes 1o | So this general law would disfran-
its history. But ean [ lizsten with iuhlse more men of one color one day
pati«nce to the politician while he | than it would another: Tais would
Ittll!-i the people that the briber bad| be upecn:t tutional one d 1y accord-
entered the Saprems Court room »rd idg to tae aceident of circumstanee
had paid Chief Jastice Fuller and |acd constitutional the next and tais
Judge Shiras for their opinons 1n|is 8 redustio ad absardam. Ciasti
these cases? Or chall 1 believe the|tutions and constitutiousl constrnet-
politieans and jrin with them, who|ion do not run slong thess fuoolisi
disregarding the means provided by | lines.
the constitation i .St:“: for its amend Sn rpppﬁting' when 8 Epnaral 1aw
ment, seek by main force to break | js enacted which acts eqaslly upon
dowa its barriers. " ull races and all eolors, and rogard-
Couscienti ‘nslv, taen, believine | less of their previons condition in re-

that section 5 of tha proposed suf®™ «tricting the suffrage, that law is
rage provision is sbaoxions to the | copstitutional

: ; notwithstanding the
fifteenth amendment, I eubmit ta® 40t cnat 1t disfranchises s greater
following argamecut, which to m3  gumber of blacks than whites, or

mind is conclus.ve. Aualyz-d it may | wintes than blicks. This prineiple,
be stited thus:

however, does a«t extend so far asto

1. For the purpose of the araumant | parmit the State to establish a mere-

there are no restrictions in the Fed-! ly arbitcary qua'ification, though it

eral Coustitation upon the right of does ot in t-rms Impurt’a diserimi-
the State to regulate the suff-uge ;

! : ‘ 12¢ nation by reason of raee, ete., if in
except those contrined in the 15.h | fyet and in truth it is such digerimi-

amandmeot. . [nation. Counrts ean not close their
2 Suﬁmge is a privilege and not|ayes to the history of this conntry.
aright,

| Iadeed, 1n construine constitutional
) ! qarstions, toey are bonnd to tike ju-
makes it a right, wheasver any clsss | gicial notice of it. The negro asa
is excluﬁad by reason of race. color class was a slave until 1865. As s
or previous counditinn of gervitude, | class, neitner he nor h's forbears
and it makes no differenes whether | eould vota before Januarv 1. 1867 1.
it is exelud +d direcily or indireetly. | there any other elass in Norta Ciro-
THE ARGUMENT. lins who counld fill the bill that sea

Constitutions are not thames pro-|t1on 5 deseribesso well as the ne
posed for mgenious sprenlation, bur groest Is tuiere any any other elass
fundamental laws ordained for prac- | for whom section 5 was enactsd? The
tical purposes, said Judge Gaston, | Provious sactions of the proposed
1 | ~uffrag~ provision are plainly consti-
* ¥ * * * » | tutiounl. All of the designat-d class

Bafore the adoption of the fif eanth | 2re disfranchised, regardless of race,
amendment there was no hmitation cclor or previons econdition. That
on the State’s power over the suff- ¢l«ss inelude gnite a large number ot
rage in the Federal Constitution,cx- white men as well as negroes, whose
cept that which 18 coutained in arti- ¢ducation does not qnalify them to
ele 1, section 4, and article 1V, sec- 70t». Then section 5 is added. Why?
tion 4 of said coustitution. Amend- S'mply to remove the educational
ment 15 then, is a limitation upon dnulification therefore imposed upon
the admitted power of the State and  8ll whits voters, leaving it still et-
the question to be diseussed is the! fective against negro votsrs, That is
extent of that limitation, and inci- | What the section does and that is

3. Tbe 15'h amendment, however,

suffrage amendment i
this oath iy its provisi ma. Shall

we, like Virginius, let out the life

blood of the Federal Constitution

with one hand, while, with the

other, we support it? Let us. how-

ever, examine some of the argu-

ments on the other side.

First It is said that if the pro-

posed suffrage provision does not
on its face discriminate agalonst a
raes the courts have nothing to do
with the diserimination which re-
salts from its practical opeation ;
that thoagh s«ction 3 removes the
edueational qualiti-ation from a
great number of whites, vet it does
not from others, and though it does
not remoeve it from a great number
of blacks, it does from others,

If there is any principle of con-
stitational law which may be con

sidered as established, so far as to
make it an axiom it is this, that
the constiturionality of any law is
to be determined, not by its form,
but by the effects of its operation.

Indeed, to such an extent is this
true. that we have the maxim,
“Nothing can be done indirectiy,
which cannot be done directly.”
And there is not a case which
limits the State’s control over pri-
vate right or limits the police
power of the State by the inter-
state commere provision of the
Federal Constitation, in the deter-
mination of which the courts uave
not gone back of the face of the
act, to the results which ensae
from its practical speration. This
is so true, that it requires no cita-
tion of authority. There i=2 not a
case in our reports that doss not
become an authority. There is
none in the United states Supreme
Court Reports I need only cite
Judge Harlan's discussion in Mug-
ler vs§ Kansas: “The courts are
not bound by mere forms, nor are
they to be misled by mere pretence
They are at liberty, indeed. are un-
der a solemn duty—to look at the
substance ot things whenever they
enter upon an inquiry whether the
Legislature has transcended the
limits of its authority.,” Soit may
be considered certain that the court
in construing this section will dis-
regard a form and look at the sub-
stance of things.

It ir snid futher that under this
section 2ome whites, not education-
ally qualified will still be disfran-
chised. Buot how infinitessimally
small is thier number compared
with those whites from whom the
disquaiification is gemoved? This
is a mere minor incident in the
great controlling purpose and etToct
of this section, to allow the white
man disqualifiedly educationally to
vote, while the negro so disqualfied
shall not. Ah! but, say they, the
white man is segreggated into a
class by himself from his race, and
his former freedom (rom servitude,
He mayexercise the franchise there

‘—_—

white men as _
arbitrary and its resault was 10 dis- |
franchise the negroes while not dis-
franchising white men of the same
class It would be directly obnoxious
to the fifteenth ameadmeant. And
a portion of it would be In the
second instance.

I have written the above in a
very condensad form (too condensed
indeed, to do fall justice to the
subject) because | was not willing
to let the discussion go by default
against those who are neither politi.
cians nor partizans. [ appreciate,
more, perhaps, than most politi-
cians, the evils of aarestricted suf-
frage and particularly of unre-
stricted negro suffrage. I know
that it is a constaat source of evil
tuo the white men of the South. I
need mention only one particular.
His presence as a voter here has
almost entirely destroyed the in-
dependence of the whit> voter and
the white public man in the South.
“You belong to the “nigger party,”
or youareaiding the “nigger party.”
stops hismouth many a time wherg
he should speak out, and hampers
bhim, if it does not enslave him
when he desires to vote his honest
convictions or aid his fellow citi-|
zens in arriving at an honest conclu.-
sion. No, the negro is not a slave

any longar. .He is leading by the
‘nose to the ballot box too mnny1
white men for him to feel that he
 has no power in this country. His
presence i« making Jeflersonian |
Democracy in the South across be-
tween Federalism and Radicalism,
rand I fear it is making us foiget
our ancient respect for law, while
it revives our still more ancient re-
|gard for force Yet neither the ne-
gro nor ourselves are to blame for
| this condition. Let us bear our
burden bravely and as far as we
can be just to him.

A DEMOCRATIC PAPER ON THE
AMENDMENT.

The Gastoola News Replies to the Char-

lotte Observer—It Fays That Trath

That the Amendment will Distranchise

Illeternie Whnites.

Gastonia News (Dem.)

When the infalliable and imma-
culate Charlotte daily takes issue
with our Asheville contemporary
on the proposition that the amend-
ment was intended to disfranchise
illiterate whites as well as illiter-
ate blacks, we that trath
compels us toside with the Gazette.

PIf the proposed amendment were
not intended to disfranchise illit-
eracy wherever it exists, why then
it is worse than folly to propose
sthe amendmentat all. If the es-
(teemed  and  all-wise Charlotte

feel

Compels it to Side With Those who say |+

fore, beecause better prepared for it journalistic luminary is correct in
than his negro confrere of the same | its opposition, why not come to
class, educationally.  True, every|the point directly and without
word of it. I have myself seen|“beating = the devil around the
men, white men, who could neither | bush” and say that no man with
read nor write, who were infinitely  negro blood in his viens beyond
better prepared from integrity ur|lhv degree of quadroon shall be
purpose and honesty, to casf a vote allowed to exercise the glorious
than the man who was addressing | privilege of voting. The Observer

dently the present power of the State
to quahify suffrage. As far as tbis
discussion is concernmed, articls I,
section 4 and article 1V, section 4
may be put to one side, though they
may suggest what the fature shall
bring forth.

Amendment 15 reads thns: “The
right of citizens of the United States
to vote shall hot be denied or abridg-
ed by the United States, or by any
State on account of race, color or
previous eondition of serviinde.”’ It
is incorporated in our ‘snpreme law,’
and there are few intelligent white

men in the State of North Csrolina
who have nottaken an oath to sus-
tain it.

1. who are the citizens of the Uni

ted States of the fifteenth amond-
meni? The fourteenth amendment
answers: *‘All persons born or nat-
uraliz-d in the Un'ted States—and
subjeet to the jarisdietion of the
same are citizens of the TUnited
States and of the State whercin they
reside.”” We need not go outsida of
Nortb Carolina for a defiaition whieh
Is ag aceurate if not so broad. Says
Judge Gaston: “The term citizen as
understood in our country, is precise-
ly analygous to the term su!j ctin
the common law, and the change of
phriseology has entirely resulted
from the changs of government. Tae
sovereignty has been trunsferred
from one man to the eollective body
of the people ana he who before was
a subj et of the king, 1s now a eciti-
z+u of the State.”” To meet hypererit-
weism, 1 remark just here, that [ know
both of the above definitions inelnde
women ard that the Supreme Court
of the United S ates bas made one of
them inciude corporations and, I
think, very nafurally and very prop-
erly so, though there are verv strong
argaoments to the contrary Further,

that womed may vote and do vote in
some states, 1s itself evidence that
the term ‘eitizens’ of the 15 b amend-
ment means the same thing as the
term ‘citizans” of the 14:h amend-

' what 1t was intended to do. There
1S no concealmsent of its purpose by
itsauthors. Sectiond was intended
to disfranchise as many negroes as
possible, and not a single white man
:f possible. And the meaning of this
sectios canuot be hidden to a court,
that has common sense, by a para-
phrastical designation of & elass
which it is designed to favor at the
expense of the 15th amendment and
the expense of & class which the 15th
amendment proteets in direct terms.
S=¢tion 5 is an exesption in buth Mr.
Rouuntree’s and Maj. Guthrie's argu-
nenf: So seetion 5 might as wel
aave been incorporatad in seetion 4 as
in - Xxpress exesption toits provisious
P %iing 1t down in plain t-rms as an
¢xeaption to see. 4 and omitting all
paraphrases, would not sectioa 4
read thus: “Every person present-
ing himself, for registration, ex-
cept him who was on January 1st,
1867, or at any time prior thereto
entitled to vote under the laws,
«le, and any lineal descendant of
any person who was eantitled as
aforesaid to vote on January lst,
1867, ete?” Does not this form a
class and segregate it by reason of
its race, color and former conasition
of mervitude? If it does not, then
the Legislature has failed in carry-
ing out the intention, which it has
frequently both before and since
the passage of the constitutional
act, announced If it does, then it
is obnoxlous 1o the fifteenth amend-
ment. That amendment was never
intended to secure more than
equality of privileg= in voting. It
confers upon neither white nor
black special exemption from dis-
qualification. 1t says simply to
the State that in making your
classes, you are free, provided your
classification makes no distinetion,
in reality, on account of race, color
or previous c¢ .ndition of gervitude.
Everybody knows that the Federal
Constitution is the supreme law of
the land. Ev.rybody knows that
eash official oath is a recognition

ment, so far as ﬁolitienl privileges
are soncerned. o one wounli econ-

-

of this fact. Indeed, the proposed

them. Whyv? On account of their
race, on account of their heredity.
And that is exactly what the
fifteenth amendment forbids any
State to make any diserimination
about. Ifitdoes not forbid that, it
forbids nothing at all. Aegain how-
ever, the lineal descendants of neg-
roes who were free before 1835 have
not the education qualifieation ap-
plicd to them. True again, but
why? Simply because their ances-
tors were free before 1830,
not the fifteenth amendment read
in its last alternative, “or on ac-
count of previous condition of ser-
vitude?”

Would the gentlemen who have
announced their fixed egoviction
that section 5 is constitutional, in-
sist that the Iast alternatve applies
only to those who.have been thems-
selves slaves? Would they limit
this constitutional amendment to
this narrow plane. Ahb, I suppose
not. That would have been too
easy a solution to the suflrage prob-
lem for them to have disregarded
it, in formulating the provision to
be submitted to the people,

lut whatever these gentlemen
may think about it, it is perfectly
plain that the fifteenfh amendment
would carry about it its own death
wound il it could be construed as
protecting only those who had
themselves been slaves. The argu-
ment here, however, is exactly the

Does

knows better than we that if its
proposition were the correct one the
amendment must necessarily fall
to the ground of its own weight.
A great writer once said that re-
| ligion had suffered a great deal
more from its friends than from its
enemies and he was right. The
same might be said with equal
truth of the Observer and the mea-
sure which it professes to befriend.
Its zeal often surpasses its wisdom
and discretion and the case in
hand is no exception to the rule.
It is doing now and has often be-
fore done the canse of the demo-
cratic party whiech it honestly
means to espouse more harm than
g‘uﬂll

‘:._S'trike For Your Altars

and Your Fires.”’

Patriotism is always com-
mendable, but in every breast
there should be not only the
desire to be a good citizen,
but to be strong, able bodied
and well fitted for the battle
of life. To do this, pure
blood is absolutely neces-
sary, and Hood's Sarsapa-
rilla is the one specific which

same as in the principle point, with
only this additional matter. Is it
possible to construe a constitution- |
al provision as strictly as the law !
requires a criminal statute to be
construed? All history and all ex- |
perienee show that it is not |

Finally the advocates of the con- |

fixing of the time therein,
January 1, 1867, was arbitrary, or
it was fixed with the deliberate
purpose_to disfranchising as few

Boils

stitutionality of section 5 have this | i é’ M /
dilemma thrust upon them, o‘-itha-r! J OOdJ arsa
the

and Pimples
Give Warning_

cleanses the blood thorough-
ly. It acts equally well for
5‘:31‘& sexes and all ages.

Humor — ** When I need a blood puri-
fier I take Hood's Sarsaparilla. It cured
my humor and is excellen! as a nerve
fonic.”” Josies Eaton, Stafford Springs, C.

| Never Dfsappomfs
———

i Hood"s -I’iil-l-Cl-.l.-l‘_t liver Illl_-_tjlu-r _nml-!rﬂlllih and
| ‘enly esthartic to take with loud's sar

7

NATURE IS APPEALING

To ne:lect to purify
time meéans more than the

unsightly pimples.
prevalent during spring and summer.

were very annoying. ag they disfigured
and thoroughly cleansed my
& good comniexion, wh&'h I never
SERR R. R, Chat

** Beveral boils

AN UNFAILING SIGN THAT ...

FOR BELP, 2o epsumuint ‘;ﬂf&g& 80 urgent appeal

ce of painful boils and
It these impurities are allowed to
remain, the system succumbs to any ordinary illuness, and is
unable to withstand the many ailments which are so

Mrs. L. Gentile, 2004 Second Aveanue, Seattle, Wash ,
says: *‘I was afilicted for a long time with pimples, which

After using many other remedies in vain,
blood, and now I rejoioe in
had before.”

W H Dunlap, ofthe A. G

When Nature is she has

wn iol' \ notioce mamxistl-
hel t:ia * s-&:‘m “m

until it is im i to
inBoﬂlmdpimmm&ﬂmm
the system is accumulating im which
SAN SN0

the blood at this

my face fearfully.

8. 8. pro

Tenn., writes:

There is a disease prevalling in ths
Couniry most dangerous because so decep-

tive. Many sudden deaths are caused by
ft—heart disease. pneumonia. heart failure
or apoplexy are often the regukt of kidney
disease. If kidney trouble is allowed to ad
vance the kidney-poisoned blood will attack
the vital crgans, or the kidneys themselves
break down and waste away cell by ocell.
Then the richness of the blood—the albumen
—leaks out and the sufferer has Br s
Disease, the worst form of kidney trou
Dr. Kilmer's Swamp-Root 1he new dis-
covery is the true specific for kidney, bladder
urinary troubles. It has cured thousands
of apparently hopeless cases, after all other
efforts have failed. At drugpists in fifty-cent
and dollar sizes. A sampie bu.tle sent free
? mail, also a book telling about Swamp-
oot and its wonderful cures. Address
Dr. Kilmer & Co., Binghamton, N. Y. asd
mention this paper.

POU'S CAMPAIGN AFFIDAVIT.

ONE OF HIS METHODS OF
FOOLING VOTERS IN THE
LAST CAMPAIGN.

HE MAKES AFFIDAVIT THAT A PROPF-
OSITION TO DISFREANUCHISE NE-
GROES AND ILLITERATE WHITEs
WOULD NOT RECEIVE A SIaNGLF
DEMOCRATIC VOTERIN THE LEGIM-
LATURE AND DENOUNCES THOST
WHO MAKE THE CHARGE AS =*PEAK-
ING FALSELY AND TRYING T FOOL.
THE PFPEOPLE.

From Caucasinn Oct. 14, —

The following aflidavit made by
James H. Pou, ex-Chalrman of the
State Democratic Exscutive Com-
mittee, during the last campalgn,
will be Interesting reading. Ogr
readers will remember that when-
ever and wherever it was charged
in the last campaign that if the
Democratic machine under Bim-
mons got control of the Stata, that
they would offer a scheme to dis-
franchise illitterate votes, that the
charge was indignantly denied and
denounced by every Democratic
speaker as being infamously false
Even Mr. Simmouns, the Democrat-
ic State Chairman, lssued an offlcl-
al statement to the voters of the
State, branding every such charge
as false in toto; saying that that
campalign lie had been eharged
against the Demoeratic party be-
fore, and that the charge was pow
so old and so false that no one
would believe it.

Mr. James H. Pou, the ex-Chalr-
man of the State Democratic Com-
mitee, in his speeches made the
srame declaration.
that in one of hisspeeches In Moor.
county,. some members of his aund}-
dlence expressed doubt of the truth
of his lndignant denial, and called

know If he would make an afllda-
vit to that effe ©. He publicly
agreed to do so, we are Informed.
The result is the aflidavit below,
made st Raleigh, dated Oct. 14th,
1898. 1t will be noticed that Mr.
Pou, shrewd, slick and cunning as
he is, attempred to word h 8 aflida
vit 8o a8 not to say explicitly what
he had said publicly on the stump,
and yet at the same time, to say
enough to make it appear that his
affidavit had made good his cam-
paign de¢claration, and fool the vo-
ters into accepting his statement
and voting for the machine.

The following Is a irue copy of
the affidavit:

STATE oF NOXTH CAFOLINA, {
Countv of Wake. ‘

James H. Pou. belng duly sworn
deposes and says:

“] have n+ver said that, if the
Democrats regained control of the
State, they intended to disfranchise
the negroes and illiterate white vo-
ters. I never have said anything
like this, and I know that such is
not the intention of the Democrat-
ic party. 1 have néver heard a sin
gle Democrat give utterance to
such a sentlment, and | do not be-
leve,if such a proposition comes
before the Genersl Assembly, that
it would recelve a single Democrat-
1c vote. I believe that a majority of
the uneduacated white volers of
North Carolioa are Democrats, The
Democratic party is appealing to
them for aid in preserving white
supremacy in the center west and
in restoring it in the Easteru part
of this Siate. They are responding
to our appeal, and to repay them for
thelr uid with a disfranchisement
of their votes would be folly and
ingrattivde indeed. The man
who makes the<s charges know
they speak falsely, but their cam-
paign this year 8 run upon the
idea that the people of North Car
olina would rather believe a false-
hood than the truth, and they
woold rather bhear libels upon the
honored dead than to hesr srgu-

ments based upon truth.”

(S gned]
Jaxgs H. Povu.
Sworn to and subscribed before
me this October 1st 898,

[Signed]
Geo. W, TroxrsoN,
Notary Publle.
* Notaral Beal, i
G‘ a, w. T"I’.-Pm’
Norary Publie, '

3 Ralewgh, N. C. i

Two five eent *docomentary™ rev
enue stamps attached.

A LIFE AND DEATH FIGHT.

Mr, W, A, Hines of Manchester, la.,
writing of bis almost wiraculous es-
oape (rom death, ssye - “ Exposure alter
measles Induced serious Jlung trouble,
which rnded 10 Consumplion. [ bad
fmmnt hewmorrbages and

nigh' and day. All wy 4. ctors ssid
I must govn @&

used 1L an -,
say it oe Ver

. Regular size 50c
and §1M0. Trial botuies free all
Drug Sures.

But it seems.

upon him while upon the stand to-
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