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in an appearacce. There's my pave-
gyric upon the «flicacy of roads and
roads of the right sort. There was
the people and there, everywhere,
their mrgic highways They had the
best, the v-ry best.

Now you shall hear which of the
great, governing énlightened people
of the nineteenth century has the worst,
the very worst. Don’t fret or fume
for being told that it’s the great West-
ern branch of the greatcst of all races
—+“The Anglo Saxon'’ (modesty for-
bids the aidition ‘*American).”” [ao
‘ailroads and inland steamboats, print-
ng presses and baby carriages, big
taverns and big broggarts, and a few
other of the elements of matcrial de

velopment and stupendosity, we cav
easily distance the combined world.
But oh, how wcfully behind are we
on ‘‘the King’s Ilighway.”” The ex

cuse for being laggard here is at first
blush plausible, viz : immensity of
pational domain, newness of natioaal
existenee, and conscquent spareness
of population. This, of course, ex-
tenuates the non-construction so far of
a network of Appian ways to super-
sede our mud cut, gully-washed, hog-
wallow, rickety-bridged cow-paths.
But it does not justify us in longer
toleration of these last in many, very
many localities. Aboriginal inertness
or terrapin progress will do for abo-
rigines. It doesn’t suit the genius of
the age. Let it be added as stimu-
lant and for our encouragement, that
only about a century ago ‘‘the Kiog's
highways,”” in the King’s own coun-
try (she that we are proud to call
mother), and which are to-day the
best in the world, were then in as wo-
ful a plightas our’s are to-day. Think
of the mail coach and six, requiring
six days in winter to make the round
trip from Edinburg to Glasgow. only
forty-four miles apart. To-day I dare
say that it could be done by like con

veyauce in as many hours. Aund lee
_|is where the cheapening effect of good
roads come in. Obs:rve epeed, on
emergency, ten times greater than on
the eightcenth century road, ot rail-
road in either casc; double or treble
the traction capscity of a tean; thus
enabling one horse or mule to do the
work of two, and with more ease and

are s

and tear to the turnout, and increased
comfort to the driver or passenger,
and without adding other incentives,
methinks that the ecomemist and the

GOOD ROADS.

at the Southern Inter-State Exposi-
tion, 1891, by Col. Wharten J.
Green, of Fayetteville.N. C.

I deem myself favored by the Com-
ittee in the assignment of text to-
by, however poorly the task of hand-
pg it may be discharged.

Favored because it is a subject in
hich T am and have long been deeply
terested, as all should be who ap-
gclate community progress and mat-
ial development. The dual branch
the subject is, to my thinking,
rrelutive. if not synonymous, 0 in-
ately blended are they. Of a sure-
,one is a sequence of the other.
ood roads good farming, good farm-
g goods roads. The slipshod fol-
ws with as unerring certainly. No
er uld-time saw than *‘like begets
e Tidiness is pot ounly taking,
Bt it i« catching: and so likewise the
-":'f_-u‘g‘. a~regards the last, and so the
jective that fits the road is apt to fit
e farm contigious. The general
aveller is proue to see in the one in-
xof the other, and any observation
th}» at.] uther lands coaforms to that
E'L’l‘_l.‘i i, A 13:.0 Writer has Baid
atthe art of road making is a lost
and it died with the Roman Em-
e. Certain it i8 that no other peo-
e have ever carried it to such a
te of porfection.  The nineteenth
: i‘ir‘}‘ is prone to give itself airs
e Stephenson’s new fangled road,
pisting Fimply of two parnllel iron
steel rails, which now permeates
remotest parts of the civilized
'b-f:_. and which, under the copjoint
luence of fire, wood and water, gives
Fate of speed ten times greater thap
85 ¢v.r thought of before.: Un-
pubtedly it is a marvellous develop-
0t but all things considered, it
0y be Joubted whether it is as much
a8 was the great integral system of
lltﬁr}' roads whose initial point was
¢ 8even-hilled city on the Tiber,
d which came into being some score
centuries bygone, the produet of the
andest race that ever buils roads or
ieg Men, cver excepting the ‘‘An-
O*2ax0n,"" kindred races the two 1D
t ¢sscntiu] and manly regards.

Yes, of all road builders, the men
Hometike undispated precedence.
¢ made theroads and the roads

'}*" Reme, Imperial, and with uu-
puted sway,

Wherever a Roman

eing a Part of an Address Delivered

legi n went, and wherein, in the then
known world, did they not go, they

left a royal highway bebind thew.

and desert and morass,

Rome’s supremsey Apd so it re-
sulted, for inexorable nature confirm-
ed the edict by the road builders ful-
minated.

And what roads they were to bc
sure ! Not mud and slush and brash
and coduroy, such as some of us re-
call when runnisg after the Yankces
in the sixtics, or as was occasionally
the case, there was a right-about 8,
\be running was reversed. No, their’s
were roads even in the remotest parts,
from the piliars Hercules to ‘‘farthest
Ind,’’ that would reflect credit on the
purlieus of modern capitals, selid,
substantial, enduring, and oft wide
enough for a phalanx to march
abreast.

Perbaps the wonder may grow the
less when it is taken into account that
their limitless slaves, captives and
convicts performed the manual part,
and these stern task-masters the head
or directiog simply.

This great iutogral system of un-
paralleled roadways was mnot only a
most potential factor in the subjuga-
tion of other states and holding them
in subjection by rapid massing troops;
but it played a far fore amiable and
beneflcent part in tae feeding of the
great central head. The victualling
of great armies has ever been ome of
tho most trying problems with which
their commaunders bave had to deal.
The provisioning of overgrown vil-
Jages like New York, Philadelphis
and Chicago, even with their endless
miles of railioad and steam water
communication, causes all who give
the subject thought to stand in mute
bewilderment. How, then, in the
name of all that is marvellous, could
a city situated on a little oreek, dub-

bed river by courtesy,

Falton and Stephenson?

Over hills and rivers and mountains
those invinei-
ble sodiers became willing road work-
ers (or to be more cxact OVerseers of
roads), with the sole end in view of

doubling the
coojuint popuiations of all three of
these, be kept alive a single yecar or
a single month, some twenly centu-
before the birth of James Watt and
Without
her roads she never could have reached
half her mammoth size; or if she had,
would bave died of inanimation or
or starvation long before effeminacy
set in and the Goth and Vamdal pat

philanthropist will concur in the pro-
pricty of stage or wagoun-road improve-

ment.

Doubtless the wonderful change for
the better in Kaglish roads is mainly
due to Telford, Rennie and Macadam,

gave the subject the attention it de-
served, and that imports their undi-
vided and entire attention. To Amer-
icans that brawny old Scotchmar,
Macadam, is best known of thew all,
and perhaps, deservedly so, as his 83s-
tem bas been more generally adopted
on this side of the Atlantic than any
other. lLet us hope the day will soon
come that wherever graaite grows old
Moc’s road will follow.

It is astonishing by what humble
agencies the grandest results are oft
achieved. Certainly no country, since
the **Dark Age’’ eclipse, has produced
such a galaxy of transcendant inlel-
lectual giants in every depurtment of
mental measurement as has our cradle
land. Philosophy, theology, poetry,
olitics, eloquence, patriotic heroism,
and last, and, perhaps, the least, the
throat cutting facutty on the wholesale
scale, have cach and all produced un-
doubted Titans. And yet were Lealled
upon off bund to name her greatest
benefactors; I much incline to think
that four men, whose very names have
almost pased into oblivion outside of
the scientific world, would be the
reatest that would first follow the
martyr patriot, John Hampden. [ere
they arc: Jenuer, Watt, Macadam,
Postgate. Let us bope that none are
beyond recall. Posterity is under
bouds to each which posterity can
never cancel. Fame or fortune was
foreign to the five, or at least, as pri-
mary inspiration or aspiration. The
old Scotch road builder has not been
forgotten in the estimate of merit.
His countryman Watt, congener on 2
kindred line of thought—locomotion
— called into being a subtle and sub-
missive agen* to do man’s bidding,
known as steam, more potential, more
beneficent, mere far-reaching than the
monsters worked in fancy by the Arab
gamin, Alladdin, or the German del-
ver, Faust. [wo country doctors the
others, one of whom, Dr. Jenaner, slew
the dragon ¢‘Small Pox,”” a thousand
millions of times more terrible than
that by the good 8t. George ovar-
thrown. The other, Dr. Postgate,
slew & kindred monster by man’s cu-
pidity engendercd, known as Food

comfort to the poor brute; add wear

brainy engineers cach, all of whom |

Adalteration. The Buckingham Squire
Hawmpden needs no comment.

But tq return from pardonable di-
gre:sion: It is admitted by all judi-
cious aud fair-minded men that some-
thing must be-done in the way of road
improvement to place us on the plane
of progress now reached by enlight-
ened Karopean nations. Up to this
time we have been content with the
old-fashiened ‘‘road-working’’ of our
grandfsthers, which competent critics,
by eommpn consent, denounce as the
most extravagaunt, useless, inoperative
system looking to the end that could
well be devisd, First, as to extrav-
agance. = Without specific data, it is
neverthéless safe to zssume that the
adult msle population of our State,
coning tfthiu the militia or road work-
ing age, #s in the neighborbood of two
hundred‘-‘.honund. Astuming further
that this:large army of bread-wiuners
aré empl¢yed in this public service
five daysiin the year, and that their
ing ordinary avocations, is in-
worth one dollar a day, not
to speak Bf loss by being called off at
critical sdasons of the crop ycar, and
we have § grand total as road-tax of
one milllbn of dollars per anouwm, a
sum largely in excess of all of our

}other State taxes combined, and about

one-twelfth of our quota to the Feder-
al goveui_gno‘_nt uonder a kindred sys-
tem of seneeless robbery collection and
lavish - appropriation. What arc the
results acerning ? About the same as
uander the old militia plan for making
men proficient in the ¢school of the
soldier’” by an hour’s farcical drill
with corm-stalks in the course of a
year.. A kindred parade of carnest,
brawoy mén, bent om work but with
0o set puspase in view, and but rarely
a competedt directing head. Sam to-
tal nil, ni® mothing, or mext thing to
it, a few iabnormal rats or hog-wal-
lows fillel with pine-top and loose
sand, and a ditch or gully bridged
with fenceirails, the whole liable to be
washed out again the first returning
shower, ‘fls the game worth the can-
dle 7" lish the present absolute
roal workfng law, or we will never
have roadd. . Some may say it’s better
than nothipg. I say may, for as long
as it eonkinuos we will bave this
«Thuns much and pothing more.”” -~
If you ask for a substitute my re-
ply is the penitentiary. Work the
convicts on our c¢-uaty roads, inas.
much as there will soon be no more
railroads to give them employment,
and they can be better utilized in that
field than any other, and not be
brought in conflict or competition with
honest and legitimats labor. Let
them be employed under competent
direction and npon a general plao
adopted by prize or under-experts,
with modifications adapted to differ. nt
locations, and “‘the institution’’ can
by such a w1l digected plan be male
sels-sustaining, the people relieved
of most of this cpprossive and idiotic
coad tax, and thoir material develop
ment enhanced a3 by no othersuzg-st-
ible process. Two or threc well con-
structed roads reooing through each
county, with well selected terminals
and an eye to interlapping or contin-
ueus connection with those of contig-
uous counties, would do more for in
dividual, municipal and commonwealth
development than would a double cot-
ton crop or a fat gold or silver mine
in cach Congressional district. This
is not fanfaronade. They are the
words of seberress and truth. The
whole system proposed should be
placed under the supervision ofa thor-
oughly competent or efficient engineer,
with salary attacied to the office sufl
cient to command the services of such.
Such an one, in a word, as Eagland
found when she gave her national job
to old John McAdam.
Apropos ! a brief synopsis of his gen-
eral outline will not be out of place in
this connection. Of course in its en-
tirety it is practicable ouly in rocky
localities: ‘“For the foundation of a
road it is not necessary to lay a sub-
stratum of large stones, pavement, &e.,
as it is a matter of indifference wheth-
er the substratum be hard or sof ; and |
if any preference is due it is to the
latter. The metal for the reads must
consist of broken stones (granite, flint

or whinstone is by far che best); these
‘must in no cases exceed six ounces in

weight, and stones from onme to two
ounces are to be preferred. The large
stones in the road are to be loosened
to the side, where they are to be bro-
ken into picces of the regulation
weight; and the road is then to be
smoothed with a rake, so that the
earth may settle down into the holes
from which the large stones are re-
moved. The broken motal is then to
be carefully spread over it; and as
this operation is of great importance
to the future quality of the road, the

metal is not to be laid on in shovel-
fuls to the requisite depth, but to be

scattered in shovelful after shovelful
till a depth of from six to ten inches:
according to the quality of the road,
bas becn obtained. The road is to
h-ave a fall from the middle to the
sides of about one foot in sixty, and
ditches are to be dug on 'the field-side
of the fences to a depth of a few
inches below the level of the road.”
See how very precise the old fellow
wWas.

But there are sections in our State,

nota.bl y the seaboard, where these es-
sentials arc wanting. What then?
The pl?nh-road long since proved an
expeunsive failnre; asphalt, or other ar-
?iﬁt'ial material used for paving cities
18 too expensive to be thought of on
extended country lines; and heoce the
problemn looks unsolvable at first
glance, if we look for roads after the
Macadam pattern or of kindred exce!-
lence. ‘ But we live in an age when
man’s iugenuity 18 usually adequate
to man’s necersities. My reliance is
on that subtle, wonder-working =ci-
ence called Chemistry, operating upon
the three most ahuudaut components
of the material universe as bases, viz ,
olaj_r. sand and water, to find a combi-
nation of ingredients which will turn
out at smallest cost the rcquisite ma-
terial for successful road building.
And what a field of eompetition for in-
ventors ! The man who can produce
the requisite substitute and enter the
field of comperition against Damoa Na
ture in more favored localities for road
building, has an almost assured for-
tune that will rival that of the nabobs
of the earth. You have the basis ma-
terials, gentlemen, as they occar to
me. Combine these with others of
vature’s products—naptha, stoue, oil,
cr what you will—to turn out requi-
site products and prediction is reality,
whether it gives the world the plain,
simp'e road of Macadam, or the mne
elaborate recondite one of Telford
Mother’s title. A better than either
if better be, will better do. Inal-
sence of that better, either of the oth-
ers will do. Some of the most essen-
tial ingredients are given; supply the
others, ye delvers of the unknown,
and rival Alladdin or Moate Christo
in splcandor and display.
_ Oar age bas evolved & wizard who
far transcends in accomplishment what
Friar Bacon did in valgar fancy, who
““Weaves his garland of the light-
ning's wing,”’ and enables man to
talk to his fellow man across a conti-
nent, or to bottle up his thoughts in
¢mbodied words so that future gener-
ations may bear them as they fall to
his fellows by word of mouth. Thesec
are but a tithe of his marvels. But
let him come down frem the clouds
and light on earth and furnish a sub-
stitute at normul cost for one of its
most essential road-making compo-
nents, even rock, the eternal rock,
and his previous miracles are eclipsed
in utility to his terrestrial brothers.
The couversion of black carboz imte
i.s eoneentrated, erystalized purity,
known as diamond, has been the dream
of ages and of sages. When practi-
cally discovered, if -ever, the dia-
mond’s value will have ceased to be.
The problem submitted is no dream,
no child of idle fancy, and when
solved will be worth a thousand or
ten thousand **Koh-i noors’' for man’s
good and for practical utility. Until
i: is, let engincering skill make most
of the erude, nataral materials at
band in quarters where rock does mot
exist. Out of thess they can niake
better roads than now exist.
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Congressional Convention Called for
Lumberton, August 10.

The members of the executive com-
mittee of the sixth congressional dis-

trict met at tue Hotel Richmond at
Rockingham Tuaesday at 1 o'clock
and decided upon Lumberton as the
place and August 10th as the time for
the congressional convention. There
was a tie vote between Lumberton and
Rockingham for the place of meeting,
but decided in favor of Lumberton on
the second ballot as that place had not
had the convention in ten yerrs. Lum-
perton bhas two good hotels and a fish
fry will be on the bill of fare August
10th.

The members of the committee re-
port that the Third party sentiment is
dving out in all the coanties.

—4 8>
Mississippl Floods.

Press Dcspaiches.

New Orreaxs, June 3.—The levee

in front of the Bell Chase plantation
on the right bank, fifteen miles below
the city, caved in early this morning
and in a few minutes a crevasse fifty-
four feet wide and six feet deep was
raging. The break will cause a great
loss to many planters on the lower

coast.

SEIGILE’S

GRAND
OF'F'HR.

Upon the receipt of fiftcen cents
with your name and postoffice address
we will mail to you for one year pos-
tage paid our Mouthly Metropolitan
Fashion sheet published by the But-
terick Publishing Company of Lom-
don, Eogland and New York. We
also send our twenty page catalogue
of Fashions which is issued foar times
a year Spring, Summer, Auiomna and
Winter.  This Catalogue and a fash-
ion sheet every month sixteen ocopies

io all mailed to you free for fifteem
(15) a year. Many are unable to buy
the high priced fashion journals and
we offer this to our friends so that
they can secure one that is first class
for almost nothing. The fifteen cents
just pays the postage so you see we
make nothing on them; but we trusé
that those who become subscribers to
the sheet will become customers of
ours. That what we do it for an ad-
vertisement. Send 15¢ with your
name and address written plainly and
get the fashion sheet for one year

four catalogues as they are'issued.

Address,

T. L. SEIGLE & CO.
Charlotte, N..C.
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MR. DIXON HELD TO ANSWER.

What He Says with Respect to the
Charge Against Him.

The Rev. Thos. Dixon, Jr., form-
erly of North Carolina and now of
New Yo k, se ms to have become im-
volved in a law suit there upon a
charge of libel. A special from New
York states that he was held in $1.000
bail in the Jefferson Market Court on
a charge of criminal libel prefered by
Excise Commissioner Joseph Koch,
who claims that the reverend gentle-
men libelled him criminally in one of
his recent senzational sermons.

Speaking of the action taken against
him by Commissioner Koch, the Rev.
Mr. Dixon is quoted as saying: I
have set out on a twenty five years'
fight against Tammany Ha'l. I do
not mind this affair I was a lawyer
before [ was a mivister, and I know
the law of libel. I wrote the prelude
to my last Sunday’s sermon two weeks
or more ago. At that time, I believe,
the indictment against Koch had not
been dismissed. Dut, at any rate, I
meant that he stood indicted in the
piblic mind, and I stand by it.

I pever printed the ‘lalk’ m =
pamphlet or circular.” It was seni
oat by a pews agency, as all of my
sermops are. Why, this man Koch
was druok at his own trial and rolled
on the floor.

Griffith’s Items.

For the Mecklenburg rimes.

Miss Faonie Yarborough returned
Lome last Friday from a visit to
faicnds and relatives in Charlotte.

Miss Katie Kirkpatrick spent last
Friday and Saturday with Miss Minnie
Yarborough.

Wo are glad to learn that Mrs. J.
C. Brown of Sharon, who has been
very sick, is fast improving.

We have just learned that L. H.
Robinson, who has been quite sick
with poeumonia is a little better.

The Rev. G. R. White will preach
at his church (Ebenezai) next Sab-
bath at Bank’s chapel at 3 o’clock.

Misses Anna Porter and Minnis
Bingham of Hebron are visiting Mrs.
J. Hugh Griffith this week.

The Rev. J. C. Boyd will preach
at Steel Creek A. R. P. Charch next
Sabbath.

Mrs. Isaac Weaver of Shopton i»
visiting relatives here this' week.

Itch on human and horses and all
animals cured in 30 minutes by Wool-
ord’s Sanitary Lntion.  This never

iils.  S,ld by Barwell & Duan.
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