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City Manager.

To instance, it is proposed by the
sub-committee of the charter com-
mittee in their draft of charter for
this city to have a city manager
who will have more power than any
one man has had in the history of the |
(1{\
other

town in North Carolina: and;

this draft proposes to have this man-
ager appointed, and not elected by the | &
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{ county of my adoption, having been
"here 21 years and being of age in
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I do not propose to be hound by any/
broposed city charter or
ment that takes from the people the
right

Llo elect their rulers, whether
it be a justice, city manager, gover-|
nor or other officer of the state or
nation,, All officers are supposed (0]
be servants of the people: but they

are simply servants of those who ap-
point, when the people are not allow-
ed to choose them. It is but a short
step from the appointment to oilice to
the inheritance of office. Between the
two, I am not sure but that demoe-
racy would prefer divine right to in-
dividual appointment,
People Elect Recorders.

A large majority of the recorders
of the state of North Carolina are
elected by the people. In Anson. Sen-
ator McRea’s old county, the recor-
der is “elected by the people.” The

-curmw! attorney. [JThis county has a
Juy and from a reading of the act
::ppe:u'.: to be a real court. (This ar-
ticle iz no reflection on Ham Jones.
whom I will support for any office.)

In Pamlico, Haywood, Davie, Cra-
ven, Durham, Richmond, Vance,
Johnston, New Hanover, Washing-
ton, Rockingham, Rutherford Cleve-
land, Guilford, Beaufort, Transylvania,
Scotland, Union, Rowan, Washington,

the recorder is elected by the peo-
ple. The prosecuting attorney and
clerk and also auditor are usually

elected by the people where the re-
corder is so elected, W ilmington, Dur-
ham, Raleigh, Reidsville, Sqllabur\
and other large towns of the state

elect their recorders by a vote ot thel|

people.

in Stanley the recorder is elected
by a joint meeting of the town and
county comnuwmnerb. as the cotton
weigher for Charlotte used to be
elected. In Madison the county com-
missioners elect the recorder. In
Brunswick the justices of the county
elect the recorder. In Denton, Char-

lotte, and a few small towns in the
state the town commissioners still
elect the recorders.

(:‘.iyil and Criminal Jurisdiction.
Civil and criminal jurisdiction is
conferred on the recorders’ courts

in many counties, such as Rutherford,
New Hanover, Edgecombe and oth-
ers. These acts show much thought
and in some cases the ecivil jurisdic-
tlon is up to $500; process, procedure,
jury systems, seals, permanent re-
(OIdS and all things pertaining to the
court oi record are carefully thought
cut and provided for.
Uniformity in Courts and Procedure.
There are about 75 acts of the
general assembly dealing with record-
ers’ courts taking up something like
500 pages of law book space. These
acts will average from four to ten
pages closely printed law book print,
small type. Instead of all this the
general assembly should digest, or
have it done, these general acts and
provide a *fform for recorder’s court
which will make the course of justioe

" courts of the state it is necessary for||

him to search through six volumes
of statutes and read about five hun-
dred pages scattered over
umes to get a general idea of the
recorder's court law of the state.
Each court is a law unto itself. There

should be uniformity, especially for
towns like Charlotte, Wilmington,
Raleigh, Durham, Winston, and oth-

ers approximating their size. All the
recorder's court acts of the state

could be digested into one act of a|#

dozen pages, instead of 500 pages as
it now fis.
Model Mecklenburg Court.

Our court should not be curtailed
in any of its powers, but enlarged.
We should have a court that would
be a model for the other counties oOf|
the state. We should have both crim-|
inal and ewvil jurisdiction, a jury, a
clerk ranking with the clerk of our
old  criminal court, and the court
should be one of record anfd dignity.
All civil matters, say up to $500, like
in Rutherford county, could be dis-
posed of in this court; and this
would relieve the congested condi-
tion of our superior court docket for
all time. If we are afraid of the
criminals 6f the town in our election
of recorder or any other officers we
might rrovide that they should not be
re-elected to succeed themselves; and
in this way they would be inde-
pendent. It is not the criminal ele-
ment I fear in ecity government, but
good people who are negligent of
their duties.

Some Special Provisions.

In manyv counties, such as Catawba,
Transylvania, Camden, Harnett, John-
ston, Wavne and Durham, the clerk
of the superigr court is also clerk of
the recorder’s court by virtue of his
office, the recorder's or police or spec-
fal court being held in the ecounty
court house.

of Charlotte or probably of any

other docu-_§

commissioners elect the pros-!|

these vol-|;

In some instances the recorder is
required to be auditor, a lawyer of
good standing in the community, and!
the “permanent docket” must be kept
by him, as at Shelby. It is usually
provided that the recorder, if a law-
yer, may practice his profession as
well as hold court. If Charlotte had a
court of t(he -dignity she deserves,
however, it would require all the time
of the judgé of the court to dis-
charge hig duties. There are hundreds
and hundreds of smaill cases that
would bdever reach the superior court
at all if we had a court with a jury
and challenge and orderly procedure

such as other towns of our size in the

The $7,000,000 Fire F

May Affect Our Hohday Dehvery
PLACE YOUR ORDERS EARLY AND SAVE DELAY.|
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OND DISC

The Record that does not wear out and on which no needles are used.
mounted ih Reproducer in a special way to secure the perfect reproductlon of the most minute
shades of sound. This special mounting is another of the master inventor’s great secrets—one
that would be of untold value to the jeweler’s trade.
of his masterpiece, the Edison Diamond Disc Phonograph.

We will gladly explain to you fully just how this wonderful invention has finally made the
phonograph a real musical instrument.

No Needles To Change.
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RECORD

But he has .reserved it for the exclusive use

Special

TOMORROW

dren’s Orchestira.

Ring Out the Bells for
Mixed Quartet.

mers.
Infanta March—Banjo.

Murray.

Lu Lu Fado—For dancing. Band.

Collins and Harlan.
Dixie Medley—Banjo, Fred Van Eps.

Hungarian Dance—No. 7, Brahms,

Violin, Albert Spalding.
Wheén the Angelus Is

M'APPARI (Ah!

Program

11 A. M, 3:00 P. M. and 8 P. M.
Christmas Symphony—Len Spencer and Chil-

Christmas—Williams,
Bigthday of a King—Christmas Song.

Fred Van Eps.
My Croony Melody—Goetz and Goodwin,

Aba Daba Honeymoon—(Fields and Donovan)
Ringing—Special

effect, Hindermeyer and Chorus.
so Pure)—Alessandro Bonci,

The ntw Diagnond Stylus, of course, does away with the bothersome
process of changing needles that scratch and destroy records and have
other bad features.

: More important, this highly polished, specially mounted Diamond Stylus
is so finely balanced that it simply floats over the indestructible sound
grooves of the new Diamond Disc records, reproducing perfectly and with-
out the slightest wear. The thousandth repetition finds the record in as
perfect conditino as the first, while discs on which needles are used wear
out rapidly after a short period of service. The specially mounted Diamond
Stylus preserves: the record.

But the main value of the Diamond Styius lies in the clearn€ss of re-
production. It brings out all the delicate overtones, preserved in the New
Edison Records, that give body and richness to the tone. It creates _that
full, round life-like tone peculiar to the Edison. There is no mechanical
timbre—no metallic sound—nothing artificial—just the pure, clear, faithful
reproduction of the original tone,

CONCERTS NOW

No Charges for Seats
Come to Our Concert Hall Tomorrow

and hear this special program of the finest music selected from the wonder-
ful library of New Edison Records. There is no charge. -We want every-

Chal-

Billy

Joachim.

oen to know the great musical triumph Mr. Edison has achieved: how
Bell much he has done to bring the music of the greatest artists within reach of
all. Request any record you choose—the music of the greatest singers, the

Grant. most renowned instrumentalists, the latest dance music, the most fascinat- ly payments,

ing popular melodies—we will be glad to play them. You will not be asked

megflcCAC

Do Not Miss This Rare Musical Treat

No obligation whatever in’ calling. So many
have visited our concert hall just to hear the won-
derful music of the New Edison, that our attend-

subject of buying. But if you want any informa-

tion they are at your service—just ask them.

to purchase—no obligations whatever.

Easy Pment
Plan.

This new payment plan, with

nounced price, has interested a large number
of Edison buyers, including those who are ac-
customed to buy for cash.

sic of the New Edison.

recently an-

Convenient month-
while enjoying the exquisite mu-

J.E.Crayton&Co.

ants have been instructed to approach none on the -

Phone 304.

27 S. Tryon Street.

state have, The act however must
contemplate a real court and not sim-
ply a justice’s jurisdiction, We should
have a court something like our old
crimenal circuft court with a civil
jurisdiction added, and all the oiid
cers thereof elected by the peoc-
ple.

can

Criminals in Elections.

It has been suggested that the re-
corder should not be elected by the
people because there might perchance
be “a man of influence who could
command votes'” in the community
and at the same time a violator ot
law, and that it would therefore be
“practically impossible for a recorder
to do his duty justly by all men if he
knew his election were at stake.” All
violators of law are opposed to alt
recorders and all other judges who
execute the law impartially; but the
great mass of the people arer not
criminal. The people expect the crimi-
nals to oppose their choice, and this
makes the great honest citizenship
of the state and county and city more
alert to select men whom the ecrimi-
nals cannot control. For the crimi-
nals to unite on a candidate in this
and other communities would insure
his defeat. The e¢riminal’s
might evade the scrutiny
board of aldermen, but

Her

It

friend | I,
of

the pride of the people to elect th"lnme
one who fearlessly executes the law.
The criminal’ usually avoids

the language of our suffrage laws;

law avoids
clection ‘or a campaign and fears even his

to attempt to sneak through a vote. pointees to officg,

Under our franchise laws as we have
them today it is the rarest exception
that the. name of the violator of law

books; and to even intimate that the
electorate of this county
to the degree that it is dangerous to
leave it to a vote of the people to
elect a recorder or other officer is slan-
derous* to say the least. The united
wisdom of the whole people can be
trusted
seven men,

Robeson,
which the democracy of state was de-
rendent at one time, has the best
provisiong for the selection of re-
corder, prosecuting officer and clerk.

only for
but also for the nomination by tne
people of the three officers of their
court, This is genuine demorcary put
in practice.

is
ment of recorder and other officers
keeps these offices out of politics.
This statement ig not borne out by
the facts if democratic as opposed
to. republican politics is meant. Mr.
M. Shannonhouse, the first record-
er for Charlotte,
the great'the democratic party of the county
searchlight of the people will discov- |and was appointed to office by Mr.
er him before he gets into office, or|J. D. MecCall, chairman of the party
even gets nominated for office. It is and also mayor of the city at the

|clerk of the old circuit court and also
the|cha1rman of the democratic party
payment of poll and other taxes and!for the county. H. C. Jones, the pres-
is therefore not a qualified voter injent recorder, is cheirman of the dem-
!ocratic party of the ecounty. It is the
ror does the violator of law retamn ruite that the politician is appointed
his home at one place long enough to0 'to office instead of being elected by
be entitled to vote for recorder orithe people. Dr. Jim Mott was the
other publc¢ officer. The violator of' greatest

the publicity of &nstate has ever known, and he and all

time leading republicans of the state
From Col. A, D. Watis and J.
Weddington on down to the Jamtors
of the federal buildings all the Ied
eral appointees to office are polltlc
ians of note in the state. 1 would |
probably vote for every man whom
the democrats have put in office by
appointment if he were running for
that office; but I, together with
every democrat and republican
the state, who does not want office
of any Kkind, would Ilike to say
through the ballot box whom we will
have for our servants or rulers., |
believe that such men as J. D. Mec-
Call and W. C. Dowd, and Hamilton
Jones and F. M. Shannonhouse and
J: A. Bell, and A. B. Justice, and R. S.
Hutchison, all of whom have been
prominent in the party and given
their time and talents to its success
should be rewarded. I believe that the
horses that pull the plow should have
the fodder; but we plain people love
to have the pleasure of feeding the
fodder ourselves. It is not always the
fear that the politicians will get the
offices, but the apprehension that
they might not get them, that
prompts us to advocate appointments
to office instead of election. Bui the
people are generous and just; and the
man who deserves the votes of the
people, either for his labors or his
achievements for the party or for
his eminent fitness for office, usually
gets them. Anyway, if the  people
make a mistake in choosing their
agents it is their own mistake; and
they can blame nobody but the peo-
ple; and they always have the remedy
in their own hands, to wit, the bal-
lot, by which to correct their mis-
takes. The people as a whole are
more often right than the individual
or the set of individuals on both peo-
ple and measure. The whole people are
were ap- wiser than any set of people.

and at the same - 'BREVARD NIXION. !

HOUSE BLESSINE
AT FAGSIFERN -
Wha INTERESTING

Special to The News.

Hendersonville, Dec. 1.—When Fas-
sifern school commenced its work in
Hendersonville in ‘October of this
year it was not possible to have a
formal opening, as there was still
much to be done in the way of work
upon the buildings, so on December
10th the friends and patrons of the
school joined with the faculty and
students in the servite of blessing con-
ducted by Rev. R. N. Wilcox, rector of
St. James’ church. ,

To the inspiring music of the pro-
cessional, “The Son of God Goes
Forth to War,” the students moved
into the school room, followed by Mr,
Wilcox, who, after a short and beauti-
ful service of prayer and praise, in-
voked the Divine blessing upon the
school and its work.

After the hymn, “Spirit of Trust,
We Call On Thee This House to
Bless,” the rector spoke from the text,
“What is this that thou hast done?"
God’'s question to Eve.

Mr. Wilcox talked most beautitully
and feelingly to the young girls of
the duties and possibilities of theiy
lives. The service concluded with
the hymn, “O Little Town of Beth-
lehem,” after which Mr. Wilcox, hav-
ing laid aside his priestly robes, re-
turned to the assembly hall, and

be found on the registration

is corrupt
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special court act provides not
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Politics.
contended that the appoint-

was secretary ot

General T. R. Robinson was

republican politician the

revenue assistants

speaking as a citizen of Henderson-
ville and friend of Fassifern, intro-
duced to the audience the man whom
jhe described as the best known and
best loved m#n in Henderson county,
| Hon. W. A. Smith, who has from the
i start, been a most enthusiastic and
eﬂ‘lc1ent worker in the interests of
{the school.

Mr. Smith, in graceful and well
chosen words congratulated all con-
cemed upon the successful opening ol

school, the completion of the
bulldmgs, and the good fortume that
has so far attehded the efforts of pro-
'moters and teachers.

! The exercises closed with the sing
ing of the school song, “Fassifern,”
composed and set to music by Miss
Pixley, musical director.

Afterwards a social hour was spent
by the guests who moved through the
two hcuses thrown apen for their in-
spectibn. Halls, parlors, dining room,
eic., Lad been beautified by the lavish
use of holly and leucothoe, so plenti-

‘ful in this favored mountain country,

and the Christmas green and scarlet
formed a rich back ground for the
white robed girls who moved about en-
tertaining the visitors whom all de-
lighted to honor.

Fassifern, with a eapacity for sixty
boarding pupils, has enrolled the full
number this year, the student body
representing nine st¥fes. There are
also quite 2 number of day pupils and
special students of music and art
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“Are your son's runnlng expenses
with his'auto much?”

plies angd running down pedestrians
and getting run in by the cops they

do run some. "—~Baltimore American.

“Well, with running up g bill for sup




