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| last he runs up against the philosonh-
ers of the tmo leading schools. Soms=
'mocked, as ‘‘philosophers,” and “scien-
| tists” too, are wont to dn, when they
can not answer. This led to Paul's
| getting an opportunity to preach ‘ha
goepel to the only audience composed
entirely of philosophers on record and
“in that world famous forum the Arco-
| pagus, Paul had hLut one subject for

| philosophers or

ple, “Jesus and the resurrection.”
1I. The Unknown (od Made Known,
| 2229,

| bratad gathering of philosophers and
university professors of Athens. Fla

! &1 throng, but with divinely-given tact

i he introduces it in & new way (VS. 24,
25, 28\ Paul begins with what ap-
| pears like words of approval, not with
words of criticism. (See Am, R. V.) Ha
would win the favor and attention ot

| pent.

Lord (God), if haply they might feel af-
ter him, and find him, though he be {is

not far from every (each) one of us:
(28) For in himm we live. and move, anl
have our being; as certain also rr—\-.--:n]
of vour own poeis have said, For we

offspring. (29) Forasmuch
{IReing) then we are the offspring of
God. we ought not to think that tiwe
Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, cr
stone. graven hy and man’'s device
idevice of mant (30) And the (The)
times of this ignorance itherefore) God
at (overlooked): but now (ha)

are also his

as

ari

world in
whom

righteouanesss
he hath or-
hath given assur-
men. in that he hathy
raised him from the dead.

Time—A. D 52 Place—Athens.

Exposition—I. Paul's Spirit Provoked
by Idolatry of Athens, 16-21.

Paul began his crusade against damr-
once and in the most ef-
personal work. He
evervwhere. At
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by

judge the
tht (the) man
where he
all

ance unto

the

errur at
fective way., hy

tackled evervhody,

for the common peo-

Paul now is Lrought before this cala-

has no new gospel for this distinguisti-
g08]

his audience bLefore calling them to re-
People will listen patiently to
the sharpest rebukes and sternest calia
to repentance, if wou first win their
confidence and favor by words of kind-
ness and praise. “To an unknown God,’
there is something very pathetic and
touching in this. There are many T
day who are reaching out blindly 10~
ward a God of whose existence thev
have a vague apprehension, but of
whose name, character and person
thev have little clear knowledge. But
there is no need that (God be unknown
(Jno. 1:15: 1 Jno. 5:20; Jno. 14:9; 2 Cor.
4:6). It was an apt stroke upon Paul's
part to begin with this well known 2b-
jeet in their own streets, and thus to
lend on to the great truths with which
his soul was filled. “God that made thLe
world and all things therein,” etc. Paul
would carry with him the philosophers
in his audience, and at the same time
bring in new and higher thoughts about
God and step by step lead them face
to face with God Himself, and make
them feel their personal responsibility
to Him. He would lead them to =ea
that God was not a mere philosophical
eonception, but a person against whom
they had sinned. and who was ncw
call'ing_ “Repent.” The very life wa
live, the hreath we breathe, absolutely
all we have, is His gift. “He made of
one every natlon of men.” Do we le-
lieve in our kinship to the negro, the
Chinaman, the Hindoo?? “That they
should seek God'', this was God's gre:i
and gracious purpose in the making cf
the nations and appointing their sen:

gons, and the hounds of their habita-
tion. It i% of the highest importanc:
to men that they should seek G
(Arnos 54, 6; Bz. 8:122; Prov. 285 2
Chron. 26:5:; Ps. 24:4. 10; Ps. 68:32; 1
Chron. 16:10; Lan. 32:25: :Heb. 11:6; Ps.
119:2). He is not difficult to find for
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