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THEIR REASON FOR SELLING.

Member of Firm of Murphy & Co., the
Brokers Is Interviewed.,

The News yesterday noted the fact
that the well known brokerage firm of
Murphy & Co., had changed hands.
Capt. Harrison Watts represents this
firm in Charlotte.

It is not given out what price was
paiq by A. B. Baxter & Co., for the
business, but it is understood that it
was a good one, since the brokerage
business of Murphy & Co. is one of the
largest in the country.

Mr. John Murphy, one of the leading
members of the firm gives out the fol-
lowing in regard to the transaction:

“Many of the stockholders in the
firm of Murphy & Co. desire to enter
other lines of business, and as we had
an opportunity to secure a good price
for the business and to sell to a good,
responsible house, we decided that we
would accept their proposition.

“The deal was consummated in New
York last Saturday, and it becomes ef-
fective after the close of business De-
cember 31. The firm that succeeds us is
A. B. Baxter & Co., who have been
doing business during the past ten
}[')ears in New York City and Pittsburg,
8,

“This is a firm of good standing,
very wealthy, and with all the facili-
ties to handle the big business satisfac-
torily. The different offices of Murphy
& Co. will be continued and the various
employees will be retained by the new
firm.

“When we turn over the business to.
A. B. Baxter & Co. we give them also
our best wishes and good will, and
commend them to our patrons as a
good, reliable firm with which to deal.”

Died At Pest House,

Mr, Luther Griffith, an inmate of the
pest house, died last night of smallpox.
Mr. Griffith was taken to the pest
house several weeks ago. He seemed to
be getting better but yesterday, there
was a change for the worse and death
came during the night,

SAFE CRACKERS
ARE NEAR HERE

Gang Operating Just Across
the Line Believed to Have
Headquarters Close By
Charlotte

Just acrogs the line, in South Caroli-
na, there is a gang of safe-breakers
that are getting in some good work. It
is believed by the officers here, that
one of these gangs of thieves are
making their, headquarters near Char-
lotte.

It seems that the thieves have di-
vided into two gangs. One gang started
in from the North Carolina line and
struck South Carolina south of Char-
lotte. Simultaneously the lower part of
the State was visited. The other gang
operated in the Piedmont section, and
along the CGeorgia State line, and the
latest report of the cracksmen came
from Seneca, where the safe of the
Courtney Manufacturing Company was
blown open.

Detectives who have visited Char-
lotte say that suspicious characters
have been here. These were shadowed,
It seems that these gangs have better
chances to commit their depredations
in the country districts and it has been
in such places that the largest number
of thefts have been committed.

[n many instances the robbers have
fled without carryving off their tools,
and from this evidence left behind the
authorities are convinced that experts
are at work. Many of the sheriffs think
that the gangs came south from Mas-
sachusetts. Copies of Boston newspa-
pers and other articles from that State
have been picked up, which naturally
led to the opinion that the robbers

have business connections in New
England. . |
It will be recalled that Christmas

morning, two safes in Charlotte were
tampered with. One at the Dowd &
King Supply Co., and the other at the
office of J. W. Lewis & Co. While
neither of the safes were cracked, it
is the general impression that dyna-
mite would have been used had the
burglars been given more time.

There is no question but that this
gang of lawless men are in hiding near
Charlotte and the police will keep a
sharp look-out for them.

Locomotive To Burn Soft Coal.

Reading, Dec. 21—The Reading Rail-
way Co., just turned out of its shops
at this city a locomotive erected espe-
cially to consume soft coal and it is
now being tried on the main line di-
vision. If it proves a success 'tis said
all future locomotives will be designed
to burn soft coal and will have an im-
proved fire box. The Pennsylvania
Railroad is also experimenting with
the same device.

Taps Sound for Col. Morrison.

Washington, Dec. 31.—The funeral
of the late Lieut. Col. Joseph Newton
Morrison, of the Judge Advocate Gen-
eral’s department was held at Arling-
ton this morning. Military honors were
given the body. He died on a trans-
port en route to the United States from
the Philippines.

Dr, Lorenz Sails For Home,
New York, Dec, 31.—Dr. Adolf_ L_o-
renz, the famous orthopedic specialist
sailed for England at 6:30 this morn-
ing on the VN;:iLe Star Liner Collier.

\\\

1IN THE GRASP
OF THE PRETENDER

He Cuts Off Water Supply and
Has the Whole Town at
His Mercy

GOVERNMENTS RUSK
WARSHIPS TO MORROCCO

Powers Notify the Emperor
That they Will Remain Neu-
tral in the Event of Pre-
tender Gaining Throne

Tangier, Dec. 31.—The Pretender is
reported to be within twenty miles of
Fez. Communication with the town
has been closed and the British consul
at Fez has been fully authorized to do
whatever seems best to protect his
countrymen.

The British minister has instructed
his counsel to recommend to the Eng-
lishmen in the interior that they make
for the coast of Madrid. The rebels
have cut off the water supply of Fez,
and unless the Southern Kables come
to the aid of the town the Imperial
authorities will be forced to capitu-
late within three days.

The Spanish authorities are fitting
up wireless communication between
Ceuta and Melilla in order to keep in
consfant touch with the course of
events. Great Britain and France have
assured the Spanish government that
they desire to maintain status quo in
the Pretender gaining the throne.

Barcelona, Dec. 31.—The Spanish
cruiser Rio De Laplata is ordered to
procesd to Tangier.

Tangier, Dec. 31,—The Sultan of
Morocco summoned all the local nota-
bles and urged them not to abandon
hope, stating that his army would gain
a victory over the Pretender's forces in
{he end.

Lisbon, Dee, 31.—The Portugese Gov-
ernment has decided to send a warship
to Morocco to protect Portugese
intersts there. .

Gueta, Morocco, Dec, 31.—A Moor,
under English 'protection, was murder-
ed by natives between Ceuta and Fe-
tuean.

Madrid, Dec. 31.—General Chasel has
summoned the Cadez command brigade
in the event of it becoming necessary
to send an expedition tc Morrocco.

KING GEORGE DYING.

Fugitive Crown Princess May Becomse
Queen At Any Hour.

Vienna, Dec. 31.—Tageblatte says
King George of Saxony is dying and
that the fugitive Crown Princess
Louise may become Queen any hour.
To aveid this complication if possible
the Saxon court intends to rush the
divorce proceedings, basing them on
the Herman Civil law. The court will
ignore the Catholic ecclesiatical pro-
hibition against divorce.

Corner Stone of Carnegie Library.

New Brunswick, N. J., Dec. 31.—The
corner stone of the fifty thousand dol-
lar Carnegie library here das laid this
morning. A box containing papers and
valuables was placed in the stone by
Mayor Viehmann and the stone was
cemented by Prof. Armstrong, secre-
tary of the library trustees, No special
exercises or dedication will take place
until spring.

Mr. Chas. T. McCord, the popular
representative of the Crystal Soap
Works of Milwaukee, leaves in a few
days on an extensive Southern trip.

TEN PARDONED BY
THE GOVERNOR

Jack Hardy of This County
Among Those to Start the
New Year a Free Man
Once More

Raleigh, N. C., Dec. 31.—The Jobhn B.
Ross Co., of Charlotte, was incorpor-
ated today with a capital of seventy-
five thousand.

Jack Hardy, of Meckelenburg, is par-
doned. He was convicted of robbery
in July 1900 and sentenced to ten years.
The Governor says the pardon is re-
commended by the solicitor, the jury
and others and Hardy wouldnt have
committed the offense if he had been
sober.

W. J. Roscoe, serving fifteen years
from Richmond county for murder, is
pardoned on the recommendation of
judge and jury.

Eight other
granted including pardons
fourteen-year-old boys.

minor pardons are

TAMPERING WITH FIRE BOX.

§ Three Youngsters Arrested On This
Charge,

Three white boys, Edmund Beattia,
Baxter Ozment and John Brumfield,
were summoned before the Recorder
this morning on the charge of tamper-
ing with one of the fire alarm boxes
on North College street. Only one of
the boys charged with the offence, ap-
peared. He was given a severe leclurs
and ordered to return tomorrow morn-
ing when the trial of the cause will be
gone into.

Will Crawford, the negro charged
with slashing Nannie Sprinzs with a
knife, was before the court this morn-
ing. Crawford was captured in Greens-
boro and Officer Hunter returned last
night with his prisoner. Crawflord did
not deny the act but said that he did
not intend any harm. The womar dis-
played a scare of about five inches
long, on the throat, just wunder the
right ear. The erime was committed
more than a year ago. Since tha: time
Crawford has been making himself
scarce around Charlotte. He was lo-
cated in Greensboro and was arrested.
After hearing the evidence Acting Re-
corder Hilton bound Crawford over to
the next term of the court in the sum
of $200. He went to jail,

W. H. Smith forfeited a bond of $3
for being drunk,

SIXTH ANNUAL POULTRY SHOW.

Will Be Held In Charlotte January 12,
13, 14 and 15.

The sixth annual exhibition of the
Charlotte Poultry and Pet Stock As-
sociation will be held in the store
room, No. 228 North Tryon street, Jan-
uary 12, 13, 14, 15. The exhibition this
year promises to be better than any
previous one. Already a large number
of inquiries have been sent in by those
who wish to exhibit their poultry and
pets.

The store room where the Poultry
show will be held is being placed in
order and everything points to the suc-
cess of the show.

The officers of the Assoclation are:
B. S. Davis, President, Charlotte; E. G.
Wardin, 1st Vice-President, Nevin;
Rev., J. A. Dorrittee, 2nd Vice-Presi-
dent, Charlotte; Jno. B. Taylor, 3rd
Vice-President, Charlotte; J. B. Taylor,
Secretary and Treasurer, Charlotte; S.
W. Porter, Superintendent, Griffith;

Nevin.

The board of directors is composed
of the following: B. S. Davis, Char-
lotte; D. H. Mayes, Charlotte; W. D.
Harrell, Ellenboro; W. B. Alexander,
Charlotte:; S. W. Porter, Griffin; J. A,
Dorritee, Charlotte; J. H. Wedding-
ton, Charlotte: O. L. Barringer, Char-
lotte; J. M. Gibbs, Statesville; E. G.
Warden, Nevin; J. B. Taylor, Char-
lotte; Wm. Jose, Charlotte; L. H.
Hamel, Charlotte; A. W. Banks, Char-
lotte; T. W. Long, Charlotte; Geo.
Windler, Charlotie,

The members of the execntive com-
mittee are: B. 8. Davis, W. B. Alex-
ander, 1. H. Hamel, J. B. Taylor, Rev,
J. A. Dorritee, Geo. Windle, A, W,
Banks, Wm. Jose.

Judge: F. J. Marshall, Atlanta, Ga.

10 INTRODUCE
THE W YEAR

Father Time Will Do the Hon-
ors at Midnight at the U.S.
Naval Observatory at the
Capital

Washington, Dec. 31.,—Arrangements
have been made with Father Time for
the observation of the proper introduc-
tion of the New Year by the United
States Naval Observatory in this city.

A series of telegraphic signals will
be sent out from the observatory to-
night beginning at 11:55 and ending at
midnight. They will be similar to those
sent every day at noon from which
clocks all over the United States are
regulated.

The wires of the telegraph compa-
nies and Press Associations, as well of
those of the telephone companies in
many large cities will be connected
with wires leading from the ogbserva-
tory for the purpose of transmitting
the signals.

Open House At Y. M. C. A,

The Association building will be a
scene of activity tomorrow.

In the morning ping poeng, parlor
croquet and other games will afford en-
tertainment.

In the afternoon there will be a game
of rolley ball between “Davidson” and
“Charlotte” and indoor base ball be-
tween the “business men” and “young
men.”

At night the Ladies Auxiliary will
“receive” from 8 to 10 and refresh-
ments will he served. There will be a
game of basket ball between the
“blues” and “‘grays’” and also a musi-
cal programme in the lecture room.

All friends of the Association. both
ladies and gentlemen, will he welcome,

Diptheria On the Buffalo,

Washington, Dec. 31.—The training
ship Buffalo put into Pensacola today.
the commanding officer reported to
the Navy Department that two men
died of diptheria and several others of
the crew are sick of the same disease.
The dead are Guy Pattieson and Robert

E. Casey, both rated as landsmen. The
others were landed at Pensacola for

to three | treatment at a hospital. The ship just

came from Kingston, Jamacia.

Jos. Wardin, Assistant Superintendent, |

PUSSE IS AFES
NEGRO DESPERADL

Sheriff Wallace and His Men,
Fully Armed, Are Hunting

Will Harris

MALLARD CREEK IS
SCENE OF THE CHASE

Fight is Expected When Ne-
gro is Cornered as He De-
clares He Will Not Be
Taken Alive

There is a man hunt in progress in
Mallard Creek townshlp today. The in-
dividual who is being hunted is Will
Harris, the negro who has terrorized

that community for the past two years.

At an early hour this morning, a
party headed by Sheriff N. W, Wallace
and Mr. W. 8. Orr, left for the Mallard
Creek section. In the posse, were sev-
eral police officers and a number of
citizens who are known as plucky men.
Each of these carried shot guns and
pistols and if Wil) Harris is in that sec-
tion of the country he will be taken
either dead or alive.

Last night a party of citizens headed
by Officers Black, McCall, Pitts, Sum-
merrow and others, went in search of
Harris. Several times they thought
they had landed their game but just as
many times did the negro evade the
officers. He was run from one end of
Mr. John Mason’s farm to the other.

At a late hour yesterday evening a
i bloodhound was secured and put on the
|ne;:1'o's trail. The dog ran Harris for
| severz! miles but finally lost him. Har-
ris shows considerable sense. Yester-
day while the posse was close on to
him, and the blood hound was success-
fully trailing him, the negro ran up
on a lot of cows. He dodged among
the cows in such a manner as to com-
pletely flustrate the dog and the animal
was unable to track the negro from
that point.

Harris has a wife and one child
who lives about six miles from Char-
lotte, in the Mallard Creek Section.
The woman admits that her husband
comes home and says she saw him
twice yesterday, though he did not
come inside the houge. Once she weni
to him when he was standing under
a large pine tree that is about 100
vards from the house. At another time
she met him in a thicket some dis-
tance from the house. She does not
seem to desire to thwart the purpose
of the posse and each story she has
told, so far. kas been found to be
true. She is aware of the fact that
her hushand is a dangerous character
and while she does not let Harris
know it. She is just as anxious as the
officers that Harris be caught.

A report came to the city this after-
noon that Harris had burned another
barn in the Mallard Creek Section
last night. Col. Tom Black heard the
report but says he could not get any
confirmation, It is said that at leasl
one hundred men, armed to the teeth,
are scouring the woods throughout
Mallard Creek and if Harris is hiding
there he will certainly be apprehend-
ed.

Alleged Murderer Captured.

East Radford, Va., Dec, 31.—Lee Fur-
row, the boy accused of murdering Sam
Scott Wednesday night at East Rad-
ford, was captured by William Harris
at Belspring Saturday and brought to
Radford last night. Furrow, who is
only 17 yvears old, claims that the
shooting was done in self-defense. He
will receive a preliminary hearing to-
morrow.

Cotton Receipts.

‘The receipts of cotton at the city
platform today amounted to 13 bales.
Best price 8.25. For the same day last
vear the receipts amounted to 15 bales
and the best price was 7.90.

UNCLES SAM HAS
BURRELS OF GOLD

Starts New Year With Larger
Surplus Than This or Any
Other Country Ever
Held Before

Washington, Dec. 31.—The United
' States Treasury will start the New
i Year with more gold in its vaults than
this or any other goverinment ever
held at any time before.

There is now in the treasury building
.at Washington and the various sub-
| treasuries throughout the country,
$615,319,367 in gold, These holdings are
four times as much as the present hold-
ings of the Bank of England, and one
and a half times as much as the Bank
of France, four times thosg of the Im-
perial Bank of Germany, and nearly
twice as much as the Imperial Bank
of Russia-

| SOUTHERN MAKES CHANGES.

Most cf These Are In the MNature of
Promotions.

General Freight Agent E. A. Niel, of
the Southern, has issued the following
circular announcing & number of
changes in the freight department of
the Southern. All these changes will
take effect tomorrow. Most of these are
in the nature of a promotion and come
as New Year's presents to those in-
tended:

M. B. Henry, traveling freight agent
at Augusta, will be transferred to Jack-
sonville, Fla., in a similar capacity.

Charles E. Bell has been appointed
commercial agent at Augusta, vice M.
B. Hutchinson, resigned, to go with the
Clyde line. Mr. Bell has been commer-
cial agent of the Southern at Savannah,

C. A. Emerson has been appointed
commercial agent at Savannah, suc-
ceeding Mr. Bell, who is transferred to
Augusta.

W. A. Turner, formerly traveling
freight agent at Columbus, Ga., will be
transferred to August, Ga., in like ca-
pacity, and he will be succeeded at Co-
lMfumbus by T. R. Barlow formerly lo-
cated at Chicago.

Clifton Joues,, division freight agent
at Columbusg, Ga., has resigned on ac-
count of ill-health. The position of di-
vision freight agent at this point has
been abolished.

J. R. Mock, at present chief clerk in
the division freight agent's office at
Columbus, Ga., has been appointed
commercial agent at Columbus, with
jurisdiction over the Columbus divis-
ion. S

8. C. Black, formerly traveling
freight agent for the Southern at Dal-
las, Tex., has been transferred to Mo-
bile, Ala., as commercial agent, J. D.
Mowling, present incumbent at Mobile,
being transferred to Dallas.

The foregoing include all the chan-
ges made in this section by the South-
ern, affective January 1, 1903.

A AND N, BUYS
ATLANTIC HOTEL

Hostelry at the .Famous Sea
side Resort is Absorbed
By The Railroad

Company

Raleigh, N. C., Dec. 31.-—A special
to the News and Observer says thatl
the Atlantic and North Carolina Rail-
road had purchased the Atlantic
Hotel at Morehead City.

A meeting of the Board of Directors
of the road was held at New Bera for
this purpose yesterday. The purchase
price paid for the property was $14.-
000, with one thousand cash and re-
mainder to be paid in thirteen annual
installmenis of one thousand dollars
each.

This famous seaside resort hotel Is
loeated near Cape Lookout, and 18
one of the most popular resorts on the
Southern coast, particularly with the
people of North Carolina, South Caro-
lina, Georgia, Tennessee, Alabama
and other Southern States. The pleas-
ures at this historical resort are many
and varied; excellent game, fishing,
unexcelled at any resort in the couan-
try, such as the beautiful and dashing
|Span!sh mackerel, the gallant blue
¢{fish, the massive drum and others too
numerous fo mention. Splendid
vachting, boating, sailing and surf
bathing are also enjoyed here during
the summer season.

The Board of Directors of the At-
lantic and North Carolina Railroad
have appointed a commitiee to look
after the work of putting the proper-
ty in first-class condition and it ia
said that many improvements will be
made. The hotel will hereafter be
conducted by the railroad.

Those Postal Clerks.

“How about those postal clerks go-
ing away?' was asked today of a
gentieman who is well informed in the
matter.

“It has not been decided,” said he.
“There are 175 of them named in this
proposed removal and [ understood
they are all opposed to it. 1 tell you I
believe if the Charlotte Chamber of
Commerce would make a concerted
protest against this proposal it would
never be put into effect.”

It is a question of great importance
to Charlotte and all of this is respect-
fully submitted.

Intending Immigrants Debarred.

Washington, Dec. 31.—During the
month of November 463 intending im-
migrants were debarred from landing
in this county. Twenty-eight were re-
turned within a year after landing.
Three were prevented from coming
ashore because of insanity; 340 because
likely to become public charges; 89 be-
cause suffering from loathsome or dan-
gerous contagious diseases, and one for
being a conviet; 50 because he was a
contract laborer. The number permit-
ted to land was 55,177.

Canfield Raid Was illegal.

New York, Dec. 31.--Magistrate
Brann, handed down a dccision in the
Criminal action against Police Inspec-
tor Brooks by Richard A. Canfield, in
which he holds that the inspector ex-
ceeded his authority by foreibly enter-
ing Canfield’s gambiing house Decem-
ber 1.

—Mrs. J. B, Ivey, who has been
quite sick for several daye, is some
better today.

TABLES TURNED
HIOTOLS PEOPLE

Manager of Circus JTakes Rs-
venge By Releasing Two

Wild Bulls Into Crowd

JURY IN DILEMMA
OVER WANSTEAD WRECK

————

Says Wrong Order Did It
But Does Not Fix Responsi-
bility -- Count Tolstoi is
Writing a New Book

Madrid, Dec. 31.—A panic ensued at
a bull fight at the Equestrian Circus
today because the spectators became
enraged at ome of the Matadors who
was unable to kill a bull.

They threatened to destroy the
circus and the manager released two
other bulls and turned out the lights.
The bulls, bellowing furiously,
stampeded through the circus. The
spectators became panic-stricken and
in the efforts to escape trampled each
 other.

Finally the police arrived and or-
dered the lights relit. Three persons
were killed and fifty-two Injured.

London, Dec. 31.—Count Tohertkoff,
English agent of Count Tolsti, has re-
ceived a telegram statinz that the
author iz much better, though still
experiencing a certailn amount of
weakness, He is now busy correcting
“An appeal to the clergy of all coun-
tries,” shortly to be published and
which is described as the most power-
ful indictment against eccelestical
error.

L.ondon, Dec, 31—Emile Carlos, a
Swiss valet, was remanded in the po-
lice court today charged with steahng
diamond sleeve links and dress suit
case, from Tod Sloan, the American
jockey. Sloan protested against the
prisoner being remanded, saying he
could not wait for the trial as he
wanted to go abroad. He was, how-
ever, bound over to attend trial.

Rome, De¢. 31.—The Propaganda
decided that Bishop Quigley, recently
nominated Archbishop of Chicago,
will be supreme in his diocese. The
congregation thinks the proposal to
divide the Arch Diocese unadvisable.
It is believed Rev. Mulldron will be
auxiliary bishop but with lessened
powers.

Wyomin, Ont., Deec. 31.—The coro-
ner's jury investizating Friday nights
wreck at Wansteal, last night found
that the wreck was caused by & wrong
order. The responsibility was not
fixed. the jury not agreeinz as lo
whether the operator Carson or Dis-
patcher Kerr was to blame.

London, Dec, 31.—An attempt has
been in progress some time past
to comhine the iron factories of
West Scotland, falled, several manu-
facturers backed out at the last mo-
ment.

I.iverpool, Dee. 31.—The Leylander
Liner Bohemian, from New York Dec.
20th, collided with steamer Tadema
in the Mersey this morning but the
damage is unktnown.

Drew the Steel Range.

Mrs. J. W. Usher, the mother of
Usher Bros., the East Trade street
merchants, drew the $60 Buck Steel
Range offered by the Mecklenburg
2leler Mills. The lucky number was
842,

Bishop’s Brother Here,

-Mr. W. E. Bishop, brother of Ar-
thur L. Bishop, is in the city, looking
after his brother’s interests. Mr.
Bishop is a native of Petersburg.

HOOSEVELT STIRS
P HORNET'S NEST

Factional Fight on in Earnest
Over the Naming of a
Fort Near the City ot
Indianapolis

Indianapolis, Dec. 31.—The determi-
nation of President Roosevelt that the
new army post near this eity shall be
named Fort Benjamin Harrison is pro-
voking a spirited controversy, led by
friends of the Hackleman family, who
wanted the post named in honor of
a Major General killed in the civil
War.

Tuesday the Backleman forces for-
warded to Washington the information
that the post at Helena, Mont., was
named after Harrison while Harrison
was President and that if a similar
name is chosen for the Indianapolis
post it will lead to confusion.




