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A TOAST TO CENTRAL.

The Telephone Girl is at Least Com-
ing Into Her Own—What She Does
fer the Public.

Something new in the way ol a roast

a gathering

was recently proposed at

of basiness men when. after the custo-
mary sentiments in honor ol ecivil dig-
nitaries and the way the diners were

celebrating the toastmaster proposed

“The Telephone Girl.”

This iiibute to the telephone girl
wag in accordance with a custom
which hae beginning thousands of
Vet () ing had its origin
e el itomans, though the
Greeks. {rom whom they borrowed
many customs, were used to pledging
their devoion to their gods as well as

Homer mentions these

1o one another, ]
he deseribes

occasions. In particular
in the “1liad” the instance in which
Ulvsses toasts Achilles. A very re-
markable example of toasting occt red
cn Alexander the Great was cele
brating | establishment of peace be-
tween (he Romans and the \aecedoni-
2 SRELE on this oeecasion Y00 men
ti ut of the sacme loving bowli or
c1 _
were accustomed Lo pour
bzt , the Olvmpian deities, and
i svymposia. or formal banguets,

. alths and exchang-
in was in charge ol
;“: 10 is known toda)
s But the actual
e ems to have come
down n the Romans of fi;-“ oreul
\nenstan dayvs, who were the ;:]':-:" 10}
lise n toas from ‘“‘tostus,” meaning
1 } I' SCO read—which was
‘--' i i 'n up and swallowed
l. al the eup had passed
: il amopge the gnests, This custom
lasted 1« manyv centuries. _
o itisl e wont to attribuits the
iC S h 1 & known todav, to
RGw da J,.l of il:: st 1l =Sax-
“ n king, who, while V rern. ihe
roval Driton. was visiting her l:.-!h-.-:'.
took the cup to the zuest of honor and
id: “Waeht heil,” to which Vortigern
-yonded: “Drinc heil” Henece ine
erm “wassail,” or health drank
omeone’ s honol Il s
ine a ibatitution of an IIH‘]I'L‘TII-
nat 0 e traditional toast. and the
hein al the modern lorm ol toast-
ine. is said to date form the time of
Charles 1I. ef England. A celebrated
helle was disporting in the surf  at
3ath in the company of several ad-
mirers. One ol them to show his 11_»“
votion.-drank a cup Ol the watar in
which she was standing. This prompt-
od another io declare that though He
f-.-::lrin‘l takje (he water he cold take
ihe toast meaning the fair lady, and
he mighi have r un off with her if his
rivals had not been SO MIMErous. The
historians believe that the charmer of
ih was the first woman t0o be de-

sienated as toast.”
Thiz eposide led 1o many eccentricl-

tios. such as toastine a belle out of her
clinpers and drinking her health in
two Oxford students, suitors for the

barhoric concoctions. On one occasion

hand of the same damsel, gave a rare

cexkbition in ihis line. One of them

mived soot with his wine, and, not to

be outdone, the other guaffed a goblet

of ink—a heroic act which probably
X

left the other. fellow, when he recover-
ed. in sole posession of the field. _
While toasting women has been in
vouge since imperial Casear paid court
to l\"lé‘ulmt!';n. ithe public occasions on
business world

which women of the )
have been so nonored are rare 111Ll‘.'l_\fl.
It gppears that the telephone girl, in

this respect. is in a class by h_vr:}nﬁf
There are no records showing similar
honors paid the ftvpewriter, the
social secreatry or ihe bookeeper.
The girl at eeutral is thus unigue.
Like the toast itself, the response
to “The Telephone Girl” was }\'m-lh_\'
of attention for the reason that it shed
ney linght upon the actunal—aot the
romatic—experience of the gperator at

1o

central

ir o1 to a grocery store on Sat-
urdav nizht when every clerk is on the
julm;‘ and vell that I have an import-
ant encazement and demand that some
leave the customer he is waiting

2 0 ]

clerk
om and attend to my wants because my
business is almighty important,” 'said
the speaker, “the proprietor informs
me that if 1 have a little patience I
will be waited on in my turn ;and that

is exactly right. Yet this same mer-
chant will take the head off the poor
telephone zirl because there are rush

times during which she is unable to
answer the telephone in a fraction of a
minute. The buteher complains about
blunderinz telephone girl and
the air smell of sulphur every
fime she happens sive him the
wrong number, but he sings mighty
how when I tell him that I go home to
find myv wife in tears because she has
company for dinner, ordered her meat
at mine in the morning and the blun-

ithe

niakes
Lo

dervine butcher sent it to the wrong
house.

“They will not give the same con-
sideration to the telephone business,
the speaker went on, “that they de-
m:mnl. for themselves. According to
them. the telephone girl has no right
them. ithe telephone girl has no r ight
which anvone is bound to respect. She
is responsible il the party the sub-
.~:f‘-1'ih-.-!" wants to tak to is out if one

of the hundreds of serews connected
with the telephone is loose, if the dress
{ home from the dressmak-
~r's. if the fire department is not cal-
led five minutes hefore the fire broke
ont. Im fact, she is to blame for every-
thine.” He conecluded by asking for
ihe telephone girl the same couriesey
otker women in the business

=t

lid not

shown to

world.

Qtatistics show that for every mis-
take complained of by the telephone
neer there are many thousands of in-

service
Re-

satisfactory
without comment.

of the

passes

stances

whiech

cont calenlations made in one of the
biz metropolitan divisions of the Bell
system showed that there was only

one complaint in every 25,000 calls dur-
ine the month of July, “ecomplaint”
in this case meaning criticgism carried
as far as headguarfers. Yeft July is
one of the hardest months in the cen-
iral telephone office o naccount of the
nrevalence of irritability due to heat.
.‘\r: the temperature rises, so does the
public temper. On terribly hot days,
nowever, the teléphone girl is merei-
fully relieved to some extent beecause
many persons take it easy and decline
fo make even the slight exertion neces-

saryv-in using the telephone.

{eaused

When 24,99 telephone calls are
handled without complaint, the trouble
by the call which makes the
number 28,000 may be said to consti-
tute a tribute to the general excellence
of the service. The case has been well
compressed into a nutshell by the fol-
lowing illustration: When a man com-
plains that the eggs, the toast and the
coffee whieh from his brealifast are
not properiy prepared, it indicates that
he ordinarily finds his breakfast sat-
isfactory. eggs toast and’ coffee being
cond and appetiting. The prompt
handling of telephone call is taken as
a matter of course. Far this reason
the occasiond]l and inevitable failures
to make the service satisfactory are
often magnified and make the cause of
complaint, even when they are due io

causes for which the telephone oper-
ator is not responsible. ,

Among the complaints are many
which have their amusing side. One

of the telephone men tells the follow-
ing:

“One day recenily a welkknown lady
in New York city called up the man-
a=er of the local exchange and said she
had a complaint to make.
‘I am sorry to hear it,

recosnizing the fair
can assist yvou.

madam,” said
complaints
What has

he,
‘Perhaps 1
happened?’ )

“*well. I muast tell vou that vour toll
operator is the most insulting person I
have ever delt with.”

“Greatly surprised, the manager
asked for an exclamation,
““Why. 1 gave her my number,

quoth the execited lady, ‘and told her
distinetly that T wanted to talk with
my husband in Schenectdady and she

had the unpardonable impudence to
ask me for husband’s name. It's
perfectly outrageous. 1 think a girl
who gives such an insult ought to he
dischared instantly, and that is why
I called you.”

It apparently never oeccured to the

oversensitive ladv that a perspon an-
swering the name of Capitol two-three-
tour, ring one, or something like that,

would be diffienlt to loecate when he
happened to be away from his tele-}
nhone.

The faet that many thousands of

telepnone calls are satisfactorily han-
dled indicates that ordinarly the tele-
phone girl receives the consideration
to which she is entitled as a faithful
and efficient member of the business
community. Her emplovers see to it
that her surrondndings are pleasant
In all narts of the Bell svstem, een-
tral office buildings indulge 7rest and

Innch rooms for the use of the operat-|=
i folklore among them.

ars, and the day is so arranged that
two hours at tane switeh board are
folowed by a period when the opera-
tor's iime is her own. Besides that she
is carelful for the work, either in the
exchanges itself or i none of them any
schiools maintained by the eompanies.
And ir the main, the great, busy, im-
patient publie has learned to know the
value of her work and express its ap-
preciation by ecourteous treatment.
Cases of treaiment of the other kind
are the exceptions which prove the
rule.
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The only form of food made
from wheat that is all nutri-
ment is the soda cracker, and

yet—the only soda crac
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CEABOARD
RAILWAY

sched

Direct line to

N_'or't_h. East, Soul‘!':e aﬂﬂ'“ﬂgﬁfn.ﬂgﬁ n- gusrantedt.
schedule taking effect May 27 1008, 8:30 a. m.,, No  BR.dailv rar
subject to change without notice, and local puints, connects

ickets for passage on all trains are | ro for Winston-Salem. 4|
sold by this Company and accepted by | boro, New Hern andd Mo
the l’uSGILt:'tfl' with the understarnding | Danville for Norfolk.
that this Company will not be responsi- 5:45 a. m,, No 27 dally ¢
ble for failure to run its trajns on | Chester, Columbia \ad 2" 3y
| Schédule time, or for any such delay | ., ' " X A gl

o 3 AadTy

:._1‘3 may be incident to their operation
Care is exercised to give correct time
of connecting lines, sut this Company
i3’ not responsible for errors or omis¢

for Statesville, Tayvlorsville
oints; connects at M.
\_l.ns(on—:ﬁumm and at =i
Hickory, Lenoir, Blowing

sions.

Trains leave Chariotte as follows: |Yille and points west.

No. 40 dally at 500 a. m., for Mon- 7:15 a. ., No, 39 dally, N,
roe, Hamlet and Willuinglt‘;n wltllu,ul A'tlat:ta. Express, Pullmean
change, connecting at Monroe with 33 |C°olumbus, Ga., and day coa
for Atlanta, Birmingham, and the lanta. Close connections
South-west; with 53 at Monroe for burg for Hendersonville
local points to Atlanta. At FHamlet 8:33 a. m.. No 33, dail
with 38 1'0:: Raleigh, Portsmouth, Nor- |[a8nd Florida Exprezs for |
folk and Steamers for Washington | Chester, Winnsbore, Colun

nah, Jacksonville and Aygy
class day coaches Washing!(o,
sonville, Dining car service

Baltimore, New York, Boston and. Prov-
idence. With 66 at Hamlet for Raleigh,
Richmond, Washington, New York and

the East. With 21 at Hamlet for Col 9:25 o 36 ]
: oA 4 G > - 9:25 a. m. No 36 dally U. 5 j
z'tl.!bi'}_‘i'- ::u\_.-un‘luh. Jaucksonville and all | for Washington j:'r.;p_ll[l'.}lll puls
orida puints. Pullman drawing rooms, I

to New York and Richmond,
es New Orleans to Washingt
car service, Connections at
for Winsten-Salam, Ralejigl,

No, 133, dally at 10:156 a. m. for Lin-
colnton, Shelby, and Rutherfordton,
without change, connecting at Lincoln-
ton with C, N. 'W. No. 10 for Hickary,

Leiuolr. and Western North Carolina | boro.

Ppo 51&55. Q-9 - 3

No. 45, at 4:45 p, m. daily for Lincoln- [ o :30 a. m.. No 37, daily,
ton, Shelby, Rntherfordton and all loeal tlrawiung r:.:‘l;_l:l_'lle:;::{‘[ _],‘r’”“"\'."’

stations; connecting at Lincolnton with
C. N. W. for Newton, Hickory, Lenoir
and ail loeal points,

No 44 daily at 5:00 p. m. Monroe
Hamlet, Maxton Lnmberton, Willming-
ton aud all loeal stations.

No. 132 daily, 7:15 p. m., for Monros,
connecting with 41 for Atlanta, Birm-
ingham and the Southwest, at Hamlet
with 43 for Columbia, Savvannah, Jack-
sonville and Florida points; with 34 at
Hamlet for Richmond, Washington and

New Orleans and Blrminghs
man observation car New
con; dining car service: solid
train.

10:05 a. m., No 20 daily for W
ton and all points North, Pull,
ers to New York, flrst-class
"vﬂshingl‘.lﬂ. Tloge conneeti
ville for Richmond, Va., Dinine
vice,

11:00 a. ., v 25 auniy, for

B s e o e e S S AT ~—sroine | New York and the Bast, “with 32 at[Mooresville, Barber ction. Cy
. ) e e T =" | Hamlect for Raleigh, Portsmouth, and 3\,[(,(-1“.,‘-1“(5,"“rlf,-,:;f,,',’ lif;]:_'m” 3
Eskimo Conceit. | A difference between husband and lggrftl‘”t!i T hﬂﬂu%h Sieevlgrﬁtml this train foke, Va. and local stations
From the Century Magazine,* wife is less dangerous than indiffer- | ;i3 O1t® & & TO Tomismou S 12:35 p. m. No 11 dally, for
: N - - . o ally. ’ and local stations; connects
The missionaries tell me that the| ©BCe- . Tralns arrive at Charlotte as follows: l:_tlllxburg for Hendersonvilleg and
Eskimo are : st conceited race, | = = No. 133, 10:00 & m. daily from points | Vi€
a mc nceited race,|= N R T Rt v 2 6:00 p. m. No 25 dally except

and

time
have
they

training, many of them are still only

quasl
still

Some men are born reformers, but

maost
ithem

that their
musical gifig

is very hgh. The first
the missionary’'s wife .of whom I
spoken, played the piano for them
exclamed, “She plays almost as|

ereign Grand Lodge
Toronto, Canada,

own opinion of their meeting Patriarchs Wilitant and Sov-
F.

0. 0.

Sept. 15th-

22n‘d, 1906.
Rates Via Seanoard Air Line.

fare plus twenty-five cents, for round

day, freight and passenger, for |

No. 44 dally at 10:15 a. ;n. from Ruth- 8 'C. ana local points.

erfordton, Shelby Lincolnton and all C. - A .
N. W. points. 1:00 p. m. No 12 dalily, for
No. 45 daily 11:50 from Wilmington, i'*“‘l local stations, connects ut i
LLumberton, Maxton, Hamlet, Monroe | Poro for Goldsboro. Pullman «
. Greensbore to Ralelgh: Char!

and all local points.

No. 132' 7:05 p. m. dﬂ.’ly from Ruth- Ri(:hnlond, and (_f]ll.ll'll)f|b_-

well as we.” This conceit of the Eski- TI : =

: sy ! 1e Seaboard Air Line begs to an- 7:15 ¢ No 24, dally {

Az eald e N s ) s e : £ ordton, Shelby, Lincolnton, and C. 4. m. No 24, dally
1;1_;;11‘11111\95 !he missionaries’ task very| noynce that they will sell round l‘i}‘fv{,d :g. points_y- ' yor Taylorsville and local s
difficult. What can a teacher accom-| tyip tickets Toronto Cananda,| No 39, 1045 p. m. dzily, for Wil-|¢onnects at Statesville for A
plish when his pupiis think they know for the above 3 nleetinf" mington, Hamlet and Monroe, also from l\m_;xvllle, t:hflll:i‘jl.ul'n;:i and M,
more than he? " The Eskimo do not on gept. 12. 13, 14, and 15th. Route | P°Ints FEast, North, South and West, Snd B e 28 Sally, Waal
even attempt to argue, but simply P 20, Lus L3 A8 oth. oute | connecting at Hamlet and Monroe, ; i REESEI LIIIILE0 10T W
shrie Hete o e gue, == PY | No. 1, via Richmond to Washington, Connections are made at Hamlet witk | ton -ami lel points north. Pullms

shrug their shoulders and say with a Buffalo and Grand Trunk Ry. $25.85.|all through trains for points North, ers and Pullman observation ¢
supercilions smile, “That may be so R > Mo O .l-mu L B $__"'" South, and Southwest, which_are com- | York., Dining car services. Soll
in your opinion, but—."” And -so. in oute No. 2, via Richmond, Washing- posed of vestibule day cozcheés between man train, ) i
Sxtte Of Hoails 150 vecri'c B | tonn, Niagara Falls, and Grand Trunk, | Portsmouth and Atlanta, and Washing- | 10:33 p. m.. No 24 dally, New
sbite oL nearly 130 yvears of religious $25.25. Route via Cincinnati, Ohio, one | ton and Jacksoaville, and sleeping cars ‘1"‘} Florida Express for Wa:

: e ’ ' ‘| between Jersey City and Jacksonville |2nd points mno-th. Pullman

from Jacksonville and Augusin

-Christians, and the traveler may |, ; ¥ .~ |Cafe cars on all through trains. 7 1as ay ' -
pick nl: curious bits of llelatlmth'h'm‘ Limits continuous passage in For informution, time-tables, reser 3;?:1%‘-'-0:51!1‘?.:“ul;;m\i'-a::f:j";x ston,
. ' G each direction going trip to commence | vations, or Seaboard descriptive litera- :50 p. m. No 29 aaily . Washi

|date must not be later

men have reform thrust upon | y¢ return

CASTORITA.

on date of sale and return trip on date
ticket is validated at Toronto, which
than Sept. 24th.
portion ticket deposited
person by original purchaser with joint
agent UUnion Station, Toronto, nct la-
ter than 8§ p. m. Sept. 24 and payment

ture apply (o ticket Agent or address.
Raleigh, N. C.

JAMES KER. JR, C. P. A,

and Flortda Limited for Columb!
gusta, Clarleston, Sa—annah and

Charlotte 'N. C |sonville. #fullman drawing roo
: , ST, V. P., ing car wo Jacksonvyille. irs
in EDWARD F. Colfj-rwiggum, va d?:\;r coaches Washington to Jac
ville
Chas. B. Ryan, G'Popt.:r:i'moulh T 11:05 p. m., No 40 daily, for
ington and points north.  Pullmar

er to Washington. First

Special Rates Over the Seaboard.

B.sars the The Kind You Have Always Bought | of fee of $1.00 made at time of depes- co?gnﬁ_s At];l.ntuvU‘)"}V.'Ll::'l_i]il:;gtl.:.: N
Signature [ ft, limit of ticket will be extended so| To Toronto, Ont., account Patriarchs Ma”-"ﬁ)rp;\t’};-ng;"a;;;_‘] ‘p;iiﬁ;_ Rt
of -~ A A | as to leave Toronto on date ticket is|Militant and Sovereign Grand Lodge, |Southwest. Pullman drawing

cCASTORTITA. withdrawn from deposit but in no case | Semptember 15th-22nd, at rate of one |sleepers to Mobile and Birm
Bones the The Kind You Have Always Bought | to leave Toronto later than midnight | first-class fare pins one dollar for the ;‘llrfr‘:‘:“‘l"::n}0‘“{?]*.'};‘;'92"1\‘:"5:;‘1-‘;1“4;','!m"-
Signature | of October 24th, 1906. . For further|round trip. Orleans. Dining car services.
of . m i information call on or address For further information as to rates| Tickets, Sleeping Car, Reservatlons
- AN T W 1 : etalled Information ecan be obla
JAMES KER, JR, C. P, A,, , and schedules apply to takot’ offics. No. 1T Bonth Tryon
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of

cAsSTORTITA.
Thg Kind You Have Always Bought | C.

Charlotte, N. C.
H.. GATTIES, T. P..A.,
Raleigh, N. (,}.i

GATTIS, T. P. A,

. Raleigh, N. C.
JAS: KER, JR.,, C. P. A,
Charlotte, N. C.
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The Earl of Thurco, married to a
ceeded to the title and estate of his

beautiful girl and who recently

THE

Eeoeocoscscecoceve

"FIRCA

millionaire uncle, is the central figure

Prior to Book Publication and Beautifully Hlustrated

CHARL

suc-

taken ' a fi=m hold unon him. ) )
This was, for the time, hushed up by his family, and he returned to

This Really Great Novel 'Begins in
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Get in Your Order for the Paper or be Dié.

appointed.
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st Works of Robert Barr, Amelia E. Barr, Max Pemberton, Mary E. WilKins-Freeman Have Already Been Issued in this Way. un
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ie Fifth of the Famous $150,000 Series Will Be
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While “The House of " ) sz y 1 D )
piot, ite chief novelty cﬁn ?f:e'?ce has a strikingly interesting and original of one of the grimmest, most astounding scandals in the annals of the England. But before long his eccentricities became so noticeable as to o
liantly skilful fashion the doctrine o couble fact that it upholds in bril- London smart set. ¥ arouse wonder, 4

who thus upholds the creed of l;e-:: Christian Science; and that the author Lord Thurso went to his Scottish estate to heln his tenants during a For instance, at a house-party given by Lady Thurso at Brayon

Canterbury. The startlin}:] effecatl A is the third son of the Archbishop of typhoid fever enidemic. The nervous strain brought on a series of severe Thames, the Earl went on a secert opium spree, under whose effects he 2

England society may be readily i o ?hlsd daring radicalism on Church of headaches, and to relieve these he had recourse to laudanum, which the local _-mearly murdered one of his wife’s guests. Again, in order to procure °

adlly Imagined, medico thoughtlessly prescribed. The effect was peculiarly soothing and onium ke nosed as a physician and narrowiy- escaned arrest, and penal
exhilerating on his system, and in a very few weeks the opium habit had servitude. As a last resort his sister prevails umon him to. go to New

York to try a new cure, and with surprising results. The entire work shows
the audacity of the versatile and brilliant author.
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