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t The study of Hebrew is now elective
und is not required in a majority of
theological institutions. At Yale it has
' been almost entirely disearded for a
| practical course in Christian sociclogy,
ft--ihif-s and modern methods of Chris-
| tian  aetivity., Chicago Theologieal
I Seminery has made a similar change.
i Hebrew and Greek have been made al-
P miost entirely elective, and the time
Hormerly given to the languages is now
devoted to courses in the KEnzlish
Jible, evangelism, missions and Chris-
tian sociology and to the practical
work of the ministry.
i In Garret Biblieal Institute, North-
| western University, Hebrew is taught
 during the second and third years as
an elective course “intended for those
] wio ddesire to read and uaderstand the
|

seripiures in the original.”

At Colgate Hebrew is elective: at
Union and at Andover it is required the
iﬁr:-;{ vear and is elective for the rest
‘of the ceurse
(At Biddle University more Hebrew
| and Greek are required than at any
rother theclogieal instituiion in this
| country, and it would seem that its
zraduates need less of it than those
jof all other divinity schools. They
go from here inte the plantation vil-
lages of the south. Their congrega-
tions are humble and in many cases
illiterate farmers: they require a great
deal from their ministers, but it is difi-
cult to imagine how a knowledge cf
Hebrew or Greek can be made useful
in either preaching or pastoral work.
Neither language wounld seem neces-
sary for the instruction in righteous-
ness of a log cabin congregation. All
colored preachers ought to have a
thorough knowledge ef the Bible, but I
cannof find in the eurrieulum of Biddle
University any evidence of Bible study
except two recitations a week for two

story.
% o £

Oui of a total of seventy-eight reci-
tations as given in the course of in-
struetions the worl is divided as fol-

lines of instruetion and training con-
verge cn the efiective nse of the Bible
in meeting, prayer, pulpit, family and
personal work. While Hebrew and
Greek are offerced as necessary to eriti-
cal scholarship, it is the English Bible
that the preachers and pasters and
Christian workers will ehieflv use; and
it i=s this that is to be chieflv used in
their training. At the same time, thore
is full instruction in church hisfory and
theolegy, in evangelizing, in mission-
ary activities, in the theory and prae-
tice of preaching, and in chureh ad-
ministration.”

Several white clergymen of experi-
ence ic whom I have spoken, agree
that so much atiention to Greek and
Hebrew is not only useless, but harm-
fuill to colored pastors, because their
preliminary preparation is so limited
amd defective that they can never got
more than a superficial aequaintance
with either and we all know that a
little knowledge is a dangerous thine.

A North Carolina clergyman told me
that one of the colored preachers in
his neighborhood came to him one day
to ask for several sentences in Hebrew,
Greek, “or any other foreign language”
that he could use in his sermons, be-
cause a rival preacher who had studied
Hebrew at Biddle University was get-
ting the advantage of him in the popu-
lar estimation by quoting the Bible in
the original tongue.

3 * *

The students who come to Biddle
University are poorly prepared to un-
dertake such difficult studies as Greek
and Hebrew, and Aramaie, Syriae and
Arabic are preposterous. They might
as well be put into Sanskrit. And it
wonld be diffieult for anyone to explain
what pos=zible use a plantation preach-
er conld make of the comparative Se-
metic grammar. I asked one of the
prefessors how many of the students
mastered Hebrew. “He replied that dur-
ing his enfire experience with the in-
stitution he had never known but two
who showed any proficieney in that
language. He expressed it as his indi-

for teaching Hebrew and Greek were
first, a desire on the part of the stu-

dents to he able to read the Holy|

Sceriptures in the original; and, sec-
ondly, the need of educating a few
members of his race to be leaders in
thought and action. He did not advo-
cate general instruction in the dead
languages, but it would do no harm and
he believed it would do a great deal
of good to have a few scholars and

lingnists amoeng the colored race. I

s = =

Rev. J. E. Moorland, D. D, a col-

ored man, a graduate of Howard Uni-|
versity, and one of the international!g

secretaries of the general Y. M. C. AL
recently delivered an address on “The
Practical Training of the Negro Minis-
ter,” in which he gives the results of
the observations of many years’ trav-
eling among the colored churches of
the south,

“The average course of study in the

theological seminaries provided for

both white and colored men is not eal-
culated to bring young clergvmen into
touch with the problems which are t6)

confront them, as if should.” he says.!@

“There is not very much in their cours-
es of instruction that inspires men with
the gravity of the proeblem of human

society. Too many times men in ()url
seminaries speculate about theories t:-i‘I

calvation and various other doctrines
which are of litile or no value. Ii is
unfortunate that many of cur minis-
ters h4d no systematie training at all.
and it is surprising that so much has
been accomplished with such poorly

equipped men as many of them havel

heen. Usually the theological semis
naries have been very slow in utilizing
the most imnroved eduecational meth:
ods and have been very strong in main:
taining the old order of things. What
we need today for our ministry is a
training that will put them in posses;
sién of the knowledge of human so-!
ciety, just as it is; a training that will
do for the minister what our medical
schools are doing for the physicians;
it will bring them in daily contact
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