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Great Cases of
Greatest Detectives

By George Barton

the World’s

NO. 12--SUPERINTENDENT FROEST AND VERSATILE ROGUE
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in the story
the prelude to a lasting friend-
hetween  Frank Froest  and
E. Wilkie, now the chief of our
povernment secret service. At the
time Froest was a sergeant-detective
in Seotland Yard, and Wilkie the
i.ondon correspeondent of a Chieago
dailv., The name of the chief charae-
in this iale, has, for obvious reu- |
sons, been disguised. For the sake
of @ connected dnd complete narra- |
tive. one incident has been introdue-
el which will probably be entirely
new to Superintendent Froest, 1 am
cire ke will look lightly upon 1this
permissible embellishment of an oth-
voracions story from aetual lite,
This is a fragment from the biog-
raphy of a sersatile rogne—an man
whose adventurous career leaps at
a hound from Chicago to Cape Town,
afid  whose eriminal  history a
part of the police archieves of New
York., Chicago, London, Paris, Vienna
amd  Berlin, Beginning a proio-
tvpe of the Artful he has
from pocket-picking to buncoj
amnd then run the entire|
crime, stopping only—
providentally, perhaps—at murder.
Frank Muaey, the doubtini hero ot
ihis queer story, was born at Fice-
1. There many old resi-|
in that place who still recall
as g precocious baby, a smart
and a clever vouth, I-'l‘wvim:'l]
proved to too small o
his bulging genius, but even
he left his birthplace he made
litile exenrsions from the paths ol
virtue which, in the boy, are so of-
ien prophetic of the man’s career.
When he reached man’ss estate he
tall and as straight as an In-
He had coal-black hair and a
complexion, which lighted
brightly whenever he was in
humor to affable with his fellow-
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w:is in Chicago that Frank Maey

distinguished himsell in crime.
A little more than a dozen years ago
an advertisement appeared in the
Chicago papers stating that a weal-]
widow, aboui to take a long irip
wis willing to sell her favor-
“Dobbin.” It wuas with ex-
of course, that she
but necessity Knows
hence this magnificent
to bhe saerificedd ab o oa
The animal les-
sound in every par-
vet with a record
satisfy  the most
driver. There were
at this inviting buait.
who hal suddenly
resolved to acouire
He examined

thy
abhroad,
ite horse
regret,
his step,
and
al  wns
privicte sale.
cribed as being
tieular, gentle and
fast enough to
sportsmanslike
nibbles
One genileman,
zequired riches,
“Dobbin” at any price.
“Dobhin” with a critical, if inexperi-
enced eve. and was given the privi-
lege of driving the animal along the
lake front and bounlevard. As a re-
snlt of this he parted with 800 good
American dollars and in retmn re-
ceived the much-loved “Dobbin.”
After the money had been
within 24 hours, Dobhin
undergo a
mation. Vhat

Was

several

paid,
anid began
most curious transfor-
had been a muagnifi-
cent specimen of horseflesn began to
show strange sizns of deerepitade,
He shriveled up, as were; It seems
almost  impossible properiy
seribe this marvelous transtormation
in mere words., It a5 NECess: 19
be seen to be Tully appreciated. Any-
one who has seen the arm
Dr. Jekvl gradually sinking into
the personality of the shapeless and
glimmering the change that
acenrred w noble “Dobbin®
necime hnoek-lineed ancd
degenerate wonl 1 have made
an old [ hov=o hlush  for
very shame. Th instunece  of the
first Dobbin was « iplivated, not onee,
hnt a dozen times . aned afrer many of
the wealthiest men Chicago had
been vietimized the police began 1o
investigate, They were  stimuinted
and assisted in their work hy John
15, Wilkie, who, that time, was in
charge of the criming! department
aof one of the leading papers in
Chicago. After o shovt time il was
discovered that the “Gyp"” game, as
it was called, was heing worked by a
gang of confitenes: men, heads by
Frank Macy. A warrant for his ar-
rest was issued, Imt hefore cunld
be served he had fled from the jnris
diction of the lozal conrt.
The scenc now shifis from
to Low's Exchange in  Trafalgar
Square, London. Wilkie at that fime
was the London correspondent of an
American paper, and while stending
in the corridor of this hostelry he
was surprised to see  his  old-lime
“Gyvp" friend, Frank Macy, enter and
place his name on the hotel register.
Macey looked prosperous. lle
dressed in gwagzger style, wore a long
coat, carried a heavy cane and had
a sunburst of dirmonds reposing
amidst the folds of a blood-red era-
vat—in fact, he looked too vulgarly
rich to be true. Wilkie consulted the
hotel register and found that his
erstwhile criminal friend had
registered as Frank Lacy.  The
change of attire and the assumed
name were suspicious and the Amer-
jcan lost no time in going to the
telephone and  calling  up  Frank
Froest, one of the brightest detec
tives in Scotland Yard. Wilkie told
Froest that it might be worth his
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Froest followed the aavice of his
friend and took several looks at Lacy.
He had him shadowed day and night,
and after o week’s work was in pos-
session  of his history. He found,
among other things, that Laey had
become a eard shark of the first wa-
ter. He had traveled across the Al-
lantic ocean in luxurious style and
had mude his expenses and a com-
fortable sum besides by the clever-
ness with which he plaved the noble
game of poker with his fellow pas-
sengers., On arriving in London, he
established a gambling honse in the
End, where he met with re-
SUCCess,
long  alter
Lew's Exchange all
excited over what was called the
“Cutliss Mystery.” It began when
well-dressed, elderly gentleman of
considerable wealth was found on
the sidewalk with his head cut and
the bloog flowing from several saber
wounnds, He saigd he had no recol-
lection of how he came to be in such
a plight, and resolutely declined to
give the police any information upon
the subject. Two days later another
man  was  found similarly wonnded
and in the same condition. He was
net as close-mouthed as the first in-
dividual, and went so far as to say
that his misfortune was the result
of a card party in which he had par-
ticipated the previous night. He was
unable, however, to give the loeality
of the house, having heen taken thers
an obliging cabby  whom he  had
sought with a request to bo con-
veved to some place where he conld
satisfy hig desires to dally with the
of chance. In less than
24 hours from this time still another
man was found with two saber euts
about his head, and then the “Cutlass
AMystery” became the reigning senso-
tion of London,

In rhe meantime Frank Groesg
been hard at work and, although
results were not very promising, he)
Enew that he was on the scent and)
that it would only be g question of
time when he wouldl solve the prob-
lem. The cabman was located and
he remembered taking the first vie
tim to the house in the West End.
Other threads were hound together;
and finally all the evidences pointoed:
1o the house operiated by Frank Lacy. |
[l seemed that, in each instance, thet
victim, after losing his mones
cards, got in row with of
players. Lacy had his O -
mented with trophies of varicus!
winds. Among these was a laige|
saboer, such as is used in the Turkish!
army, and in each the assailunt;
hail torn the saber from the wall and:
slashed his vietim over the head with'
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Englang the following day.

iint in the ease of this
rozue  man proposed and

During ithe night
angd made his wav 1o Johannes-
bireg. He was  delighted with  this
place and saw a greal business possi-
hility in the gambling line in this
zold mining town of South Africa.
The Boers were in control at  that
time and Laey, hy his affabhle man-
ner and liberal ways, soen won their
good graces. Just gs he was about
to settle down o what would no
doubt have been g prosperous career
of crime in Sonth Africa one of Su-
perintendent  Groest’'s  men  placed
him under arrest again. That atter-
noon captor and captive took a train
for Cape Town with the intention of
going from there to London, The
loeal officer congratulated himself on
having made such an important cuap-
e,

Dut, alas! his satisfaction was pre-
mature, for the daring Lacy jumped
off the train while it was in motion
and disappeared in the depths of a
South Africian forest. The officer had
the train stopped at the next station
and, with the assistance of several
other men, muade a search of the
woods. They finally located their
man in an empty house a few miles
from ithe point where he had jumped
from the train. He was arrested “for
keeps™ this time, taken back to Lon-
don, tried, sentenced and imprisoned.

After he had served his time he
started on a tour of the continent,
accompanied by a mysterious blonde
woman who passed as his wife. He
played cards, engaged in the pastime
of bunco steering and varied these
performances occasionally by assum-
ing the part of the wronged husband.
He was quite suceessful with  this
eqme ang made large sums of money
at several of the more promient con-
tinental resorts; but a man ot his
restless disposition conld not remain
long in the same line of business, and
a few years ago he returned to the
United States and was arrested in
Washington chargeq with being a
confidence man. He met a  well-
Eknown resident of the District of Co-
lnmbia and, finding that the man had
a wounkness for cards, offered to take
him to 2 room where they could play
a gaine which would mean wealth
for hoth. He had a scheme by which
{he bank could be broken, and offer-
fo show the man how he could
talke 2 thonsand dollars and come
out with a profit of ten thousand. The
man accepted this glowing offer, but
instead of going to the house that
was desiegnated he notified the Dis-
trict police and the versatile rogue
once more arrested—this time
under the name of Frank Tracy. He
was released on bail, however, and
soon after sought the historic at-
mosphre of London.

His latest exploit is really deserv-
ing of a chapter in iiself, but because
of lack of space must be condensed
into a few paragraphs. Superinten-
dent Froest, who was always on the
iookout for queer characters, learned
that Tracy—as he now called himself
—was in London 24 hours after he
hag set his feet on Englishsoil. He
instrueted his subordinates to be on
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the lookout for Tracy, but otherwise
dig not give much thonght to the
man.

One morning the telephone bell al
Scotland Yavrd rang, and the voice of
an excited individual, who proved io
he a clerk in a banking house near
Leadenhall street, informed the au-
thorities that a thief had entered the
institution that morning and robhoed
one of its depositors of £IZ00. There
was mnuch excitement; a crewd had
gathered in the corridors, andg in the
confusion the thief had escaped with
the money.

The clerks and
tween them, gave o riather indefinite
deseription of the thief, but they
woere perfeetly agreed upon the inci-
dents  preceding  the robbery. The
depositor  in guestion, an  elderly
gentleman, called at the bank and
handed in a check for L£200. He was
well known to the paying teller and
the money was given to him in Bank
of Engluand notes. As he received the
cash he walked over to a little desk
on the side of the corridor for the
purpose of counting it before placing
it in his wallet. He went about this
leisurely and with a perfect sense
of security. Before he had finished
counting the notes, however, some
one tapped him gently on the should-
er, He looked arovnd and saw an-
other man standing by his side. The
stranger was tall and as straight as
an Indian, with stiif, coal-black hair.
He had a sallow complexion and was
very affable in his manner. _

“Pardon me,” said the stranger,
“but you have dropped one of your
notes.”

The depositor glanced at the floor
on the oiher side of the desk and,
sure enough, there was a blink note.

“Thank vou,” he replied gratetully,
and stooped down to pick up the oda
note. The act only econsumed two or

the depositor, bhe-

three seconds, but when the deposi-

add the missing note to his pile
found, to his amazement, that
original package of mioney had gone,
and with it the stranger. le gave
the alarm and rushed out of the bank
but when he reached the street the
crowd was so great that it was im-
possible to find his man.

When Superintendent  Froest re-
ceived news of the theft, he immedi-
ately dispatcheq one of his men to
the bank, but not satisfied with this
he resolved to gzo there in person s
soor as he had finished the work
in his private ofiice at Scotland Yard,
That only consumed a few minutes,
ang at itg compietion Mr. Froest
pulled down the top of his roll-desk
and  hurried towards Leadenhall
street. At Oldgate, where Cornhiil
and Leadenhall street converge, he
saw a tall, wéll-dressed man, hurry-
ing along amidst the erowd. It did
not take him many seconds to re-
cognize the man as his old friend,
the versatile rogue, who had lived
successively under the titles. of rank
Macy, Frank Lacy and Frank Tracy.
Instinetively the superintendent asso-
ciated the fellow with the theft of
the bank in Leadenhall strect. He
walked up and took Tracy by the
arm.

“My dear friend,” he said, "I would
like you to go down to the office with
me and have a talk over old times.

Tracy made no resistunce—indeed,
this was characteristic of the man.
The moment an officer of the law
touched him he surrendercd withont
4 strugele. The two men procaeded
to Scotland Yard and Tracy, when
searched, wuas found to possess e
4200 which had been  stolen
the depositor in the bank that morn-
convicted and served his time,
once
is honoring the United Stites
his presence. This brief sketch
not offered as a story of his life.
is only what it purporis to be—a frag-;
ment from the life of a versatile
rogue.
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Color of Eggs an Acsset. _

One of the most polent faztors, per-
haps, that should he considered when
selecting a breed for producing egszs
for market, is the demand of the
market at whieh the eggs are to he:
disposed of. Some markets, notably
New York city and cities immediate-
ly adjacent, prefer white shelled
eggs, and the best ftrade in these
trade in these markels will accept
none other. Boston prefers brown
eges, and pays a substantial ]u'mnimﬁ
for them; and, taking the ecountry
over, the preference is for brown
eggs by a large majority. However,
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in many markets no preference at all
is expressed; in fact, those just men-
tioned are practically the only
markets in which the color of the
egg receives atlention to the extent
of influencing prices. Where there
is a preference, and whichever the
preference is, one should keep a
variety of fowls that lay eggs of the
preferred color.—From “Profitable
Chicken Raising,” by Roscoe B. San-
do, in The Outing Magazine for April.

He Was a Clergyman.
Accordingto the Pittsburg Press, a
couple of New Yorkers were playving
golf on a New Jerseyv course on elec-
tion day when they saw a fine-appear-
ing old gentleman looking at them |
wistfully. They asked him to join lhol
game, which he did with alaerity. He
was mild in speech and manner and
played well. But once when Ke made
a foozle he ejaculated vehemently the
word:

“Croton!"”
A few minutes Iater, when he had
made another bad play, he repeated:
“Croton!”
.Thc fourth time he said this one of
his new-amed friends said: *“I do not
want to be inquisitive, but will vou
tell me why you say ‘Croton’ so 01‘!‘0'11 Vg
“Well,” said the gentleman, “isn't
that the biggest dam near New York?”
He was a Preshyterian eclergyman
from Brooklyn. ’

Absent-mindealy the young woman

y:.nvned. “Pardon me,” she said, “I|
didn't mean to do that.” |

“I see,” responded Mr. Linzorlong.!
“Opened by mistake.”—Chicazo Tri-|
hune, i
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The one and only absolutely
pure cooking-fat that gives
complete satisfaction under all
culinary conditions. Far better
and cleaner than the best hog-
lard, and always goes farther:
As good as butter for all kinds
of cooking, from bread-baking
to fish-frying. Made by Nature,
and therefore, of natural purity.
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