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Mighty Hard Thinking
At This Timeof Year

iz the time of year, and this
especially, when farmers
some mighty hard thinking. The
been good to us all in many
We have had no great ca-

and Yet the returns to man}‘l
yearl

the toil of the long
ch has been meager, and now at

et ining of the new wvear when | grasses,
ing stock, it is hard to think,
nnpaid bills, the cherished im-|
indefinitely, !

ients laid aside
and Mary kept home from scheol,
er things postponed,
back to where we were.

_ 4. but the territory for which I am
writinz, the beginning of

iture looks dark to many, and
v should not discourage us. The
cperience of 1811 shoulg abide with

This vear of 1911 the farmer/|

He has|drops are filling the earth with wa-!

1 eggs In this |ter, and the frost is m
or several vears,but the mar- | cut

ed his ezgs in one basket.
putting too many

wag taking them, and taking cour-

from this fact he increased the

lstatemem
are | purchases about

the new |
not auspicious. The disastrous | along any
and the low price of cotton | how SUCCeSS
iemoralized our condition so that |engage.§ in it

that Mecklenburg county

: $2,000,000 worth of
supplies, and the cotton crop is worth
about $1.500,000, Can Mecklenburg
stand this drain? She does not have
to stang it. Wheat can be ‘grown in

Mecklenburg, and so can corn, oats,
clover, peas, and many kinds of
and all kinds of stock deo

well, if they are wisely managed.
sayving ‘“‘wiselyv,”
it takes any

By
I do not mean that
more wisdom there than

90! |anywhere else, for cattle to do well
until ‘we { anywhere.
Take |
» a8 & whole, marybe we are

require attention in a busi-
negslike way. Then the old hen, old
“biddy."” She is a most wonderful lit-
tle animal. She is a true money.maker.
I am not making a complete argument
line of work, showing just
may come to the man who
. but merely pointing out
some things for us to think about this

winter, while we watch the, embers
glow. and the wintry winds whistle
jaround the gables, and the eeld rain

aking plant food
of the up-turned sod. There is an-
other fertile subject for thought, and
that ir the pig.

l
|

What a wonderful lit- |

¢ and the feed, and the result has|tle animal is the pig, and how great

disastrous.

1e return to the matter of thinking
v out of th trouble. Do you know |
the greatest trouble we farmers |
e is failure to do enough thinking? |
a result of not thinking that hasi
us into the hole now.. For a!

¢ while we have not been thinking |
our business in a serfous way.
we had become accustomed to think-
ieeply ang Seriously, the drought |
ld not have been s0 serious. When |

- realize as we should the import-!
» of water in crop production, and
» part that water plays in making!
r food available, we shall learn to
are our spil o that the supply of
will alwavs be sufficient.. There
:any A farmer now who is ready to
t he can grow a crop next year
0 1+ any rain falling during the
crowinz season. So this is one thing
e to think about. Another thing
liversification of onr crops. It
for the south to grow gll cot-
and though the farmers have bheen
ivised time and again that such a pol-
suicilad they lost their heads

* on

|

spring and planted the largest)
cage ever known. This was c:lmmi
e face of the fact that it has

roven that corm and almost any- |
ne else that the farmer consumes at |
can be grown on our southern
s idle to talk now over this mis-1
ke. It i= one of the things we have
to think about however. We see the
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THE “ROCK HILL
LN 13 NOW
 WORLD FAMOU

ieep and widespeard interest-in
known as the “Rock Hill
" for the reduction of the cotten
acreage o! the south, comsequently of
crop output, makass more than
timely an article regarding that plan
] the author, J. G. Anderson, presi-
ient of the Rock Hill (8. C.) Buggy
Comtany
Anderson is at the head of one
~outh Carelina’s foremost business
er] , with a plant whose build-
wer five acres and turn out
vehiclee a vear. The building
& business to ite present import-
extensive proportions, has
largely due to his native ability
snergyv, and he has taken foremost
among South Carolina’s leading
ains of industry.
:nifesting far more th?nkhe ordi-
interest in the success of the
thern farmer, Mr, Anderson thought
devised and arranged the details
plan he believes will prove un-
nuestionably effective in materially re-
' the cotton acreage of 1912, and
fers it freely to the farmers of the
, if thy will but take hold and

i
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What the Rock HIill Plan ls.

A=z slightly modified by the execu-

ve committee of the Southern Cotton
Congress, at a meeting in New Or-

ns on December 21, 1911, it Is pro-

seg that the plan shall be put into
operation by each state acting for it-
=e!f and not in collusion with others.

It is proposed fo eall upon bankers,
merchants, mercantile and manufac-

rinz interests for small subseriptions
7 meet the expenses of organization
z2nd the work to be done In the vari-

12 counties. It provides for the se-
ection of a state superintendent who
chall have entire charge of the work
‘n the state and be responsible for it.
It is suggsted that the governor, the
commissioner of agriculture and the
president of the Farmers' Union start
10 work and arrange for raising the
necessary funds.

The state superintendent is to .ap-
point county committees in each coun-
tv, composed, it is suggested, of men
taking enthusiastic interest in the
work—one a banker, one a4 merchant
and one”a farmer. The county com-
mittee is to have charge of raising
county funds for the purpose of con-
ducting a house to house canvass for
the purpose of securing signed pledges
from 21l farmers, and those intere
in farms, THAT THEY WILL RE-
DUCE THEIR COTTON ACREAGE IN
1912, NOT LESS THAN 25 PER CENT
or whatever amount may be agreed
upon

It iz pointed out that the average
county ¢éan be covereq by canvassers

t a cost of from $125 to $200, which
can easily be raised by proper effort.
'nough canvassers should be employ-
¢4 to cover the county thoroughly
within a perfod of two weeks. They
honld make daily report to the county

Dropping th figure, |

' make

committee, and the names should be

does hizs bacon add to the farmer's
bill. 'The pig is, therefore, worthy of
consideration when the farmer is plan-
ning his economy of farm management.

Cotton is the south’s greatest mon:
ey crop, but all cotton does not make
it a money ecrop. If it takes all the
cotton crop and more too to purchase

=

the supplies, it is not a money crop.|

It is a money crop only, when it adds
year by year to the south’s surplus for
investment.

Most farmers oaly

and when it is g0 easily made on the
farm, why shoulg it be necessary for
the farmer in the south
upon the farmers of the west to make
it for them. Another little matter de-
serves consideration in this winter
study course, and that is the kitchen
garden. How many southern farm-
ers give this kitchen garden the atten-
tion it should have. This little
den and the little fruit orcharg should
the southern farmer’s meal a
wholesome one indeed. This winter
course around the old family hearth-
stone shonld inciude a close study of
one or more works on agriculture by
some of ocur best.authorities on the
subject. Don’t get scared about “‘bok
farming,” but think about the ruin and

 poverty the want of it has brought us.

Now I am through. I am practicing

what T am preaching; for I am studying

farming todey around the old hearth.
E. S. MILLSAPS.

————

published in the county paper. The

county committee shoula report daily
to the state superintendent who should
report daily to the state superintendent
who should give out a consolidated
statement to the presa.

It is confidently believed that
percentage of those who would fail
to adhere to such a pledge woulg be
so small as to be insignificant.” The
newspapers are counted upon for as-
sistance, which they will unquestion-
ably give. and county rallies are ‘urg-
ed to arouge interest,

It is earnestly reéecommended that
the acreage of cotton planted in 1912
be reduced not less than 25 per cent
as compared with 1911, and that the
written pledge adopted DY
tional Farmers’' Union, be used in each
state.

Author Discusses Plan,

Discussing his- plan and its various
features, Mr. Anderson has written the
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following interesting statement for
The Atlanta Constitution: )
Editor Constitution: The Rock Hill

plan,” so-called, for the reduction
of the cotton acreage for 1912, is sim-
ple, and its very simplicity is what
{ teel sure will commend it to the cot-
ton planters throughout the south. It

gar- |

make a living, !
,and most other men, for that matter,

all these good things—and the millen-
nium-—on paper. It must be general
and the officials, whose duty it is to
set the machinery in motion, must
“get busy quick,” ang must appoint
men of known ability, who have the
necessary energy ant enthusgiasm fo
do things.. If the various state super-
intendents will perform their dutles
faithfully and energetically, and the
county committees get to work promt-
ly, the farmers will do.the rest. They
will sign the pledge, as has been fully
demonstrated, if it is presented to
them in person. Right here lies the
gist of the whole matter—get the
pledge to the farmer, and the “busi-
ness” i{s done instantly, and it doesn’t]
make any difference what it costs—the
}:ledge must go to him—if the south
119 to come into her own without de-
ay. :

You often hear the argument made
that the size of the crop depends more
upon the season than it does upon the
acreage, but there is no gainsaying the
fact that in any season 26,000,000 acres
of cotton will produce léss than 37,000,-
000 so that no more than 11,000,000
bales will be raised in 1812, Some-
thing like that will be necessary to
take care of the surplus.

Th “Rock Hill plan,” is,
merely a temporary expedient,
only meant to meet
and that - emergency  exists today.
Something permsanent in the wav of
producing uniform crops; or, at least,
prevents over production, must be
done. The Southern Cotton Congress
bas that matter in hand, and infends
to develop something at its next meet-
ing whereby permanency will be as-
sured.

It s an axiom as old as the hills
that a flooded market inevitably pros-
trates prices, as witness the 1911 cot-
ton season now drawing to a close, If
the world cannot use cotton, why grow
it? What has always held the south-
ern planter back is his unwillingness
to diversify. True, the present gener-
ation of planters have never had the
proper example set them by their fore-
bears. Bul that is no reason why
r‘he men of the present day should fall
down and worship the fetich of a by-
gone period.

For many years the southern farm-

however,
It is
an emergency,

(er has lost sight of all save his flelds

to depend

|

‘

| amount of actual money

the Na-

l

of cotton, and he has done this at a
high price. He has forgottem that if
he would, he could feed the world with
the products of southern soil and cli-
mate. With the reduction of the cot-
ton acreage, diversification will nat-
urally result and the southern sec-
tion of this union can be made the gar-
den spot of the world—not figuratively
speaking, but naturally so—a vast gar-
den in which ¢an be produced all that
man will need for sustenance.
Will Make Food at Home.

Cut down the cotton acreage and the
gouth will not have to send west and
north for foodstuffs totalling an
in figures
which woulg stagger the imagination
—millions upon millions every year,
for meat, and grain, and hay, and
mules, and shoes, and bats, and cloth-
ing and a thousand and one other
things, which with the greatest ease
and the greatest profit can be raised
and produced on southern farms and
in southern factories. And the pity
of it all is that even now the south-
ern farmer cannof see the evils of
his plan. He continues to flood the
markets of the world with cotton at de-

| clining prices and sending the money
the .

to the west and north to fill his meat-
house and granary. His bumper cot-
ton crops make him play into the hand
of the western producer, who gets the
southern planter coming and going.

The patriotic press of the south
will, ag always, help in the goog work.
What you newspaper men want to
preach daily to the southern planters
is cotton acreage reduction, and diver-
sification will follow, for therein lies
the salvation of the south. The south
has never vet seemed to grasp the lim-
itless possibilities of her soil and her
climate. Let the south awake and
throw off the bondage to the north and
west. i

The “Rock Hill plan” is aimed that
way. We want to plant less cotton
acreage until the world needs more
cotton, ang the reduced acreage will
be devoted to the raising of food-
stuffs to the everlasting good of every-
body. ’
J. G. ANDERSON.

Rock Hill, 8. C,

has but one object—by reduction of | FAMOUS PEOPLE HAVE COME

acreage to hold the supply of the 'su_a\-
ple down to the demang for the south’s

OUT OF ASINIERES.

chiof product. “oall " in the | Parns, Jan. 6.—~The untrue rumor
m;tt'uij' r‘;?re:‘;dict;::n anf a;?riaglg. 1, that Therese Humbert had Teft her

claim no honor for the introduction or | peaceful
It is, and hasParis for the seclusion of a lunatic asy-

initiation of the plan.

little house In a suburb of

been for some time, & pregnant need ..., hag called attention to Asnieres.

in the south, and has been broached
many times before; but I saw that the
need for action a

I

long this line was of a suburg than Chelsea is.

In London, Asnieres would be no more
You can

now 80 imperative that T determined t0| oot there in twenty minutes from the
see what coulg be done in a small Way |\, 300ine by tramway, and curiously

in our immediate section with a plan

which T thought could be satisfactori
worked at a relatively amall cost.

]

ly enough, it has bécome the home of

several people whose names have fig-

I went to Columbia and talked the ured in large print in the newspapers
scheme over with Commissloner of , of the world.

Agriculture Watson.
looked good and gave
pledge blanks.
a man out to mak
cagvass among the planters
townships contiguous to
stantially all of w

me a

in four days, and at a cost of but $25, ' pert's little (

He thought it; The Humberts have joined forces,
few Frederic paints pictures and his wife
1 returned home, sent gells them for him. She also sells, on
e a house-to-house | commission, any works of art which
of the are confided to her.
Rock Hill. gub- nac,
hom were seen With- thing in the ¢ity,” and old Mme. Hum-

Romain Daurig-

Therese's ~ brother, is ‘“‘some-

ederic Humbert's moth-

ang all but two of whom signed to cut |or is the widow of a former minister

40 per cent of their acreage: and these' ¢ jystice) is the mainstay of the lit-

two, it may be said, reduced their acre- ;1o tamily.

age at the beginning of 1911.

Having found out
entirely feasible and cm;ld he econom-
jcally worked, I again visited Commis-
sioner Watson, at Columbia, and after
discussing the matter it Was decided
to call a meeting of the executive
committee of the Southern Cotton
Congress. That meeting was held at
New Orleans on December 21 at whicli
I was present. I laid the Rock Hil
plan” hefore’ the committee, and it
was unanimously adopted with minor

sted | modifications,

we there are large possibili-
tiela li,)e“:hin plan. I belleve it can be
economically engineered and placed be-
fore every southern planter. '
Woulg Enforce Diversification. :
You Wear a lot about crop diversifi-
cation. The Rock Hill plan, if gener-
ally adopted, will automatically m'i‘;:
diversification. ¥ou also hear & i
about raising “hog aad’ hominy, mai.u
other supplies at home. The red_ud o‘t
of the cotton acreage will automatic
ly take care of that, too.

But the plan will not bring llzl_:lu_t. has a
7

!
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¢ is Gabrielle

Until guite lately Mme . Steinheil

that the plan Was | ..q at Asnieres, too, in a litle house

quite near the Humberts. She used to
go to England a good deal, but recent-
ly she disappeared, and according to
the concierge and the neighbors, went
to Portugal. In the Rue des KEccles,

ear the Asnieres town hall, in a neat
little house, Jules Jalouzot lives with
one servani. He was the direcipr and
chief sharehoider of the M ns du
Printemps, who ruined himself and a
great many other people not long ago
by speculation. :

in the Boulevard St. Denis, at As-
nieres, too, there lives the heroine of
a grimly esensational murder trial
which no has yet forgotten. She
mpard, who helped (un-
der hynotic influence, she sald) to
murder the old lawyer Gouffe, whose
body was cut up and hidden in a trunk.

'Gabrielle Bompard 18 a middle-aged

woman now, but there are traces still
of her great beauty. Bhe lives quietly
pretty gift for embroidery.
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AAISE HOGS AND

HOMINY FOR
BIGBEST PROFIT

From now on-until cotton planting
time many thousands.of pencils will
be pushed ang innumerable voices will
be raised warning southern farmers
against planting too much cotton and

advising them to produce all their sup-
plies-at home. These warnings and ad-
vice are all in good faith and sincerity,
ang doubtless will prove acceptable
and effective to a certain extent. But
there seems to be a2 weak place in the
arguments used to impress upon -the
minds of these farmers the soundness
and wisdom of the policy advocated.
Many perfectly honest and sincere ad-
vocates 'seem to enjoy but a very short-
sighted view of the question. Their
appeals and arguments are dominaied
by the one idea that by reducing the
aggregate p production of cotton by
two or thre# million balse, more or
less, the problem will ‘be solved. and
the farmers will become prosperous
and happy; and to perpetuate this
prosperity and happiness thev have on-
Iy to stick to the policy of reduction
of area and ouput. But the trouble is
that they will not “stick” to the poli-
cy. When the average farmer gets a
taste of 15-cent cotton it seems to
run up to the brain and upsets the
reasoning faculties. He at once throwe
aside his good purposes and goes in
for an investment in fertilizer and a
larger production. Isn't that so? Very
few voices were raised last-  winter
and spring in warning against too
large area in cotton. It was said
that there was no danger of an ‘over-
supply of cotton; that the world’'s con-
sumption had outrun production: that
the day of “10-cent cotton” was forever
gone. The result has been that the
farmers have sold most of their cot-
ton for less than 10 cents and are
now doubtingly fighting against a re-
duction to less than 9 cents. I re.
member writing a few years ago, when
we were making an average of around

11 or 12 million bales that there
was no danger of a failure in the pro-
duction of enough cotton to meet the
demands of consupmption and that the
south could (and would) produce 15,-
000,000 bales of cotton when the stead-
ily maintained market price should elo-
quently plead for it. And now we have
already approximated a 15,000,000 bale
crop (14,855,000 I believe is the latest
official estimate), and we have probab-
ly lost nearly enough to have made
the full total of 15,000,000 as a result of
bad weather for the harvest and a
short supply of pickers.

-1 modestly believe that the funda-
mental error in our arguments is the
undue magnifying of cotton as a mon-
ev-making crop. It has been called the
“money-crop”’ of the south, and the
prevailing idea has been that the way
to " succeed as a farmer is to make
a, big crop of cotton. The argument
in favor of raising a home supply of
hog and hominy is based too much on
the idea that the production of such
supplies is but an expedient by which
we will be able to keep in our own
possession ‘a larger proportion of the
money brought by the sale of cot-
ton. Nobody makes a fuss about the
high prices of bacon ang lard, hay
and oats, sugar and coffee, and dozens
of other things which the south eith-
ed does not or cannot produce at
honie. Little is urged abount the di-
rect profit in breeding and fattening
hogs, beef cattle; the raising of mules
and horseg: the daily business, etc,
éxcept in tlme of stress and depres-
sion on account ‘of unsatisfactory
prices of cotton. If cotton goes above
12 cents, and stays there, everything
seems to be lovely and inviting. We
use to long for a 10-cent market
when we had to eell for 5, 6 and 7

cents. Now 10 cénts seems a sacrifice
price, and we are not getting even
that.

The truth is that cotton is not the
only money-making crop—not by a
very large majority. The very essence
of good farming is to supply from the
farm every necessary want that the
farm is capable, or may be made capa-
ble, of producing, and, while doing
this, 10 add generally to the produc-
tiveness of the soil. It is said that if
a farmer succeeds in making his soil
rich he thereby becomes rich him-
gelf, and it is true in a -large ana
important senge. If has been proven
time and again that, with proper man-
agement, there is a greater profit in
producing pork and baconf beef and
buetter, peas and pea hay, potatoes,
(eweet), chickens and eggs, etc., then
is producing cotton.

Not omly is this condition true in
theory, but practice confirms ifg truth.
Almost wilhout exception where we
find a prosperous farmer—one whose
course of prosperity is steady and
unfailing—we find that he produces
more or less of the above so-called
“home supplies” in greater or less
abundance, or enough for hig own con-
sumption and some 1o sell to the
nearby city and to his less thrifty
neighbors. « On inguiry” we find -also
that he attributes his prosperity main-

‘1y to the production of these supplies.
'He truly and. surely makes his mon-

ey, besides supplying himself and
tamily with these necessaries by pro-
ducing these things. The money he
receives from his cotton erop very
largely represents the profits—in con-
venient form—of his skill and industry
and foresight in producing the things
that he needs and must have, and not
alone in producing cotton—a thing that
he does not need and cannot consume
—for which he practically has no use.

It would be emrsy to go on at length
and show how the steady annual in-
crease in the producing capacity of
his soil is due almost entirely to the
fact that he has dovted his energiles
largely to the growing of crops and the
b’ree%mg d fattening of animals to
cons ese crops, that tend to im-
prove and enrich the soil. This in-
crease in the productiveness of the
soil is like adding to the operative
capital of a bank, or a manufacturing
company. He may not only sell his
farm for a higher and higher price as
the vyears go on, but he will make larg-
er and-<larger-and more profitable crops
as the years go by. ‘The all-cotton
farmer—he who relys on his cotton
crop to pay the greater part of the

expenses—geis his mefigre profits at
the end of each year (if any at all)
and each year—as.a rule—finds his sofl
less productive than before. .The man
who farms rightly—who does not rely
solely on his cotton—speedily, if slow-
¥, becomes more independent and rich-
er. It becomes a normal, natural con-
dition, a sequence that follows just as
stirely as effect follows & cause—‘'‘as
a matter of course.”—R. J. Redding,
in Atlanta Comustitution.

EX R 2 X T DI IR T w .
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S OUR MENTAL ATTITUDE e

@ IN THE NEW YEAR, @/
IS e
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Much of the success of our readers
this year will depend upon the mental
attitude with which they face its pro
‘lems. If they don't expect much, they
are not likely to receive much. If they
are optimistic, not rainbow chasers,
but have reasonable expectations
which they will do their level best to
realize, they are likely to receive, gen-
erally speaking, about what they ex-
pect; for in natural things as in spirit-
ual, the saying of Jesus holds true:
“*According to your faith be it done
unto you.”

The man who starts out on New
Year's day with a feeling that the
cards are stacked against him, that he
is under the dog in the fight, that he]
“can't do nothing nohow,” will not get
very far ahead; while the man who'
opens his mouth wide, expecting much
—and working as if ﬂa expected it—
is likely to have it reasonably well
fiilled; not always, but generally. For
there are times when, no matter how
great the faith nor how hard the work,
things will go against us; for example,
extreme drought, hail storms, epidem-
ics among live stock, great slumps in
prices, sickmesg which could not be
prevented. Still, in a broad way, it is
true that the man who is a hard work.
ing optimist gets his fair and just re-
ward, while the man who is expecting
little, and works according to his ex-
pectations, will say, and with good
reason: “Just my luck.”

There is sound philosophy under-
lying this. The man who has no faith
in God, or if thie word may be mis-
understood, in nature, or in the benev.
olent intentions of whatever Power he
believes rules in this world, and is not
willing ‘o yield obedience to what we
call “natural law.” on which all good
farming depends, is not likely to think
very clearly or work very hard. The
man who has no faith in himself, who
regards himself—to use an “old-fash-
ioned phrase common in our boyhood
—as “a bound boy at a husking,” this
man is not likely to use the ability,
either m-ntal! or physical, which is his
heritage,

Thy year 1912 is not likely to be a
bed of roses for many of us; and if
there be roses, tLhere will be thorns
among them, It will have its txials
and ddifficulties, just like all other
yvears since the world began; but if we
face these problems with a stout heart
and a cool head and strong hands,
their golution will be much easier. If,
on the other hand, we have no faith
in the established order of nature,
cruel step-mother a® she often seems
to be: if we have no faith in the God
behind nature, mnd little faith in our-
selves: we are not very likely to have
a happy Thanksgiving in 1912.

Some men will succeed this year;
others, in exactly the same, or, it may
be, more fortunate circumstances, will
fail; and the explanation will general.
Iy lie in the personal guality, and the
success will be to a large degree meas-
ured by his faith. Who wasg it that
said: “The fault is not in our stars,
but in ourselves?’ The world is not
a hammoeck in which we can swing
lazily under fair skies, fanned by gen.
tle breezes. It is so ordered that if
we are to get anything, we must ex-|
pect to get it, To use an old-fashion-
ed western phrase: We must “get up
and dust,” and ‘not let the grass grow
under our feet.” We are quite likely
to get in 1912 just about what we ex-
pect and will really try to earn.—Wal-
lace Farmer.

Some New Year
Views qnd Comment

By The Forum Editor.

‘“Every New Year is a fresh begin-

ning. Listen, Oh! soul to the glad re-
frain.””

January is always a month among
farmers especially for reflection and
prospection. A time when the mistakes
and failures of the year should be gone
over and in changing methods with
the view of course of correcting and
improving our plans for the ensuing
vear. Radical changes have taken place
within the last year and the farmer
will have to make radical changes to
meet the changed condition success-
fully. A year ago cotton was selling for
near 15 cents and it was not surprising |
that with that stimulus a large acre-
age was plantea. But it will be surpris-
ing—it will be foolhardy, if under pres-
ent conditions a large or even an aver
age acreage is planted this year. We
believe the time of the various farm
produces will by a common sense ad-
justment, like water, find their proper
level. The department of agriculture
has made preliminary estimates of the
yield of wheat, corn and oats with
about the following results: Wheat,
29 000.000 bushels below; corn, 400,
000.000; Oats, 380,000,000 below Ilast
Year.

In fact all farm products except cot-
ton and sugar beets are corresponding-
ly short last year. And the farmer that
will have to buy these produets will
not have to be told that the prices are
correspondingly high; he will find that
soon enough. Ome dollar "per bushel
for corn and seventy-five cents for oats
are not compatable witf 8 cent cotton.
While we know that interest is grow-
ing in the South in-these two import-
ant crops—corn and oats, and yield
gradually increasing yet we believe,
that on the average farm, twice the
amount of corn and oats could be prof-
itably fed than is raised on the farm.
Hogs and chickens are great consum-
ers of these products and while they
are too few on the average farm, they

are often under fed, which always is

I will close this report with a few
suggestions that I belleve will be for
the good of the organization,

(1) That there should
ment in our efforts to.
interest in an educaticgf that will fit
our boys and girls 1of the life that
they must live. :

(%) That we should continue to
teach co-operation by precept and ex-
ample; what it is; what it means;
what it does; to the end that our
people may substitute the benefl-
cence of co-operation for the war-
fare of competition; that the public
may be delivered from the middle-
men, capitalists and monopolists who
would make the laborer work for the
least and the consumer pay the ut-
most, -

(3) That we should promote the
spirit of trte fraternity throughout
our order; always placing the com-
mon good before private interest,

(4) That the state union should
adopt the charier and establish a
state central warehouse as a ship-
ping point to supply county ware-
houses that canp not buy in car lots.

(6) That the county unions should
spare no efforts to secure “county
warehouses. This is absgolutely neec-
essary i1 we are ever to build up a

abate-
ote the

permanent system of co-operative
selling and buying,
(6). That the tobacco counties

should erect dry prizeries and pre-
pare to pool their tobacco, which is
co-cperative marketing.

. (7) That the grain, stock, fruit,
and trucking counties should eliminate
the middle men by co-operative
selling (and buying) through the
county warehouse and as & neces-
gary adjunct to success, that their
crops be well graded and packed; and
that all union farmerg use the col-
umns of the Union Farmer to let
their brethren know what they have
for sale or exchange,

(8) That all farmers determine
now and for all time to raise all
food crops for man and beast. We
must do this if we are ever tg suc-
ceed in our calling, We will never
be able to control the marketing of
our money crops as long.as they are
pledged for the payment of bile for
supplies.

(9) That all farmers adopt sclen-
tific methods of farming that will
not only conserve but build up the
fertility of their soil. Thig is the
permanent, rock basis of all success-
ful agriculture.
portant adjunct thereto, that more
and better stock ‘be raised on all
farms.

(10) That
priced,

we quit
ready-mixed fertilizers, which

fertilizer trust, ever keeping in mind
the statement of the National Year-
Book of Agriculture that two-thirde
of the money spent for commercial
fertilizers is a total loss. Deep plow-
ing and the rotation of crops, grow-
ing legumeg to fill the soil with nitro-
gen and humus, with the aid of phos-
phates, lime and potash, and cotton-
sead or cottonseed meal, will give
more profitable results, both in yield
and in permanently building up your
goil, Do not sell your cottonseed,
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And as a very im-

buying hig]:l'-q

impoverish the farmer and enrich the

1

but exchange for meal if you can get
an equal exchange, '

(11) That all cotton farmers hﬁl’
their cotton just as long as poski
and if the price remains under 10
centg until planting time next spring,
then reduce the acreage at least 50
per cent and plant food crops, I can
not %ndorse the holding plan advised
by the
Governors’ Conference at New Or-
eans, It is really not & holding plan
but a4 plan to sell on “call.”

(12) I suggest further, that every
man keep himself well informed ol
the current political issues of thé"
day. It is safer to do your own fhink-
ing than to let some lawyer-politician’
do it for you. I presume that every
man here believes in a demoeracy,
since a democracy is a government in
which the supreme power rests in the
hands of the people. Then let every,
man study and advocate the Initia-
tive, referendum and recall, as thi8!
is the only way in which the peop
can rule effectively. .

(13) That if we want to be fréa
from the domination of profession
politiclang, we-should stand for fi &
advocate state-wide primaries for
offices instead of conventions which
often defeat the will of the majori
of the people. ) 4

(14) That every man should smd,#.
the Torrens System of registration al
land titles; and that we press t
gquestion on the mindg of the peop
next yvear, leading up to a successfi
fight before the next legislature.

(15) That we, as progressive eitl,
zens, study the land question. Thﬂ
land is a God-given heritage to the
people, No man can create land,
monopolize the ownership of land
the hands of the few, while the ma
are homeless, ig morally wrong
should be prohibited by law, -All
ownership of land should not be
mitted. Corporations, as corp
tions, should not be allowed to
chase and hold lands not needed
the business, for speculative pur
poses. jome limitations should hé
placed on individual ownershp @
land, that theé rich may not crav%
out the poor andg make the grea
masg of our people tenants, Mo
than half of them are now 1
in hired homes. I would like to s
every white man in North Caroling
the own-r of his home, and a gog¢
schodl in reach of it for his child
The state should provide at least
six months’ term each year, And
then I r.ight add that in my own pth
vate opinion the man who will ‘n
let ‘hig c¢hildren go to scheol sh
be compelled to do it by law. G

(18) GCne of the cardinal principles
of the Farmers' Union is to discoun
age the “credit and mortgage 8
tem.” Why should not the cha
morigage on crops that do not exis
be abolished? Isn't it a curse rathet
than a blessing to the poor? Ism'l
it largely responsible for the forcéd
sale of distressed cotton on & ea
gested market? Will we ever be &
tp control the marketing of cotton or
tobacco as long as 40 per c¢ent of it is
raised under a blanket mortgage?

Think of these things.-—Progressive
Farmer, >

b

However the corn orop of the South
we are glad to say, is increasing every
yvear. We are expecting to see a pro-
portion of crops this year commensur-
ate with the demands. Once in a while
the farmers loose this proper ballance
but they mey be dependéd upon of
find the proper equilibrium the first
opporiunity, We belleve the opening
of the ensuing season will satisfy this
assertion. The writer heard Sam Pow-
ell, a well known colored farmer, of
Paw Creek say the other day that he
planted 60 acres of cotton last year
and made 30 bales, but if he lived to
planting time his neighbor would bear
witness that he had not planted but
10 acres this vear.

Sam says that some white people
think that niggers can’t raise anything
but eotton but that is a mistake— that
when it comes to watéermelons he can
make his white friends down in Berry-
hill sie up and take nétice. Anent the
subject of diversification we are print-
ing in another ¢olumn the Rock Hill
plan. We look for a readjustment along
the line of diversification this year.

VOCIFEROUSLY CHEERED WHEN
AGED MAN FELL DEAD.

Geneva, Jan. 6.—An old man falling
dead in the street was the signal for
vociferous cheering the other night.
This strange incident o¢curred during
the BEscalade festival, when erowds of
Genevese and strangers in dominoes
and masks were parading the streets.
It was during the height of the joy-
making that M. Frederic Stern, aged
82, fell dead, and the masqueraders
in the vieinity, thinking he was hav-

ing a game at their expense, cheered

him, while pierrots, buterflies a_nd oth-
ers joined hands and danced round the
corpse.

Stern making no movement, one of
the disguised persons made an exami-
nation and found that he was deal
Thereupon several pierrots carried the
body to the mnearest drugstore, but
their task was a difficult one, as the
crowd, thinking it was an Escalade
farce, would not clear a passage.

A doctor soon arrived on the spot,
but the old man was beyond ald.

Bad Fire in Houston.

Houston, Texas, Jan. 6.—The main
building, boiler house and storage
room of the Industrial Cotton Oil
Company with ten thousand tons of
seed and other produce burned here
today. The losg is estimated to be be-
tween $50,000 and $75,000.

The origin of the fire has not been
determined. Thep lant gave employ-
ment to 250 men. -

Several persons were slightly in-

-

an unprofitable business.

jured during the fire. The plant was
ured,

FUERY FABMER
SHOGLD SYSTEM-
ATIZE HIS FARM

sAll

8pecial for The Forum.

With the new year everv farmes
should determine to systematize his
farm during the winter days. Plan

what particular field you are going to
plant in cotton or corn. Figure xx
just how many acres in corn it |
take to make sufficient corn to de
your farm. Of course figure to make
about double per acre what
neighbors do,and work to that end,
which should not be less than 40 h-
els on upland and 75 on bottom lang
Then plant cotton as a secondary
crop.

Land that is to be put to corn nﬂct
be ploughed. Yes! ploughed ang
scratched. Should have been brokea
in November, December eight to tep
inches deep. - s

Systems can only be carried o
with knowledge. 1 say knowledge
visedly, because a great many farme
object to the word education. Yét as a
calling we must learn to use our study-
ing-cap now, while our muscles -,
Must read agricultural papers and
study whether or not those wri
theories are not practicably to o1
own farm,~ [

Set a grim resolution to make a Uy
ing the coming year instead of

hnq Y
but be a farmer indeed, as well

cofton. That any “fool negro
name.

Plan your system go as to wo!t
less acres and make thes ame, or ev
more by more frequent shallow culil-
vation. The past season has prov
the wisdom of the deep braking an
frequént working of our crops.

A, C. Stroup, 2
Gastonia, N. C.;

S |

FLATTERING OFFER FOR
JACK DILLIO
Indianapelis, Ind,, Jan. 6.—Tom
Carey. the Los Angeles fight pron
ter, had made a flatterin
Jack Dillon, the Indianapolis mid
weight, and Mike Gibbons, /of
Paul, to get together in & twenty.r
bout on the coast next mpnth. DIll
has already accepted McCarey’s ter:
but Gibbons is holding out for a lar
guarantee. The fight, if it takes plac
will be pulled off before the Pacific
| C, at Vernon, Cal.

committee appointed by the .

A

out in detail just how much land and
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