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Presidential Candidate Polly Purgason (right) relaxes with top student court vote getter Karen 
Mahoney. Purgason will face Henry Gatling Wednesday and Thursday in a run-off election to 
determine next year’s Student Body President.

Purgason, Gatling 
To Meet In Run-off

By David Griffith and Teresa Skipper 
From Carolina Journal Staff Reports

An election official called out to the 
anxious crowd gathered in the UNCC 
Student Government office Wednes
day night, “This is it. This is the last 
card. We’ll be running it in a minute.”

And, as the card rolled through a 
vote tabulating machine, it became 
apparent that this year’s Student 
Body President race was not yet over.

Candidates Polly Purgason and 
Henry Gatling will face each other in 
a run-off election, to be held next 
Wednesday and Thursday.

Purgason was the top vote-getter, 
receiving 487 votes (34.3 percent), her 
opponent, Henry Gatling, received 
361 votes (25.5 percent). Former UPB 
at-large member Gary Knox received 
359 (25.3 percent). Commuter

representative Mike Derby gleaned 
101 votes (7.1 percent), Sigma Phi 
Eplison president John Ellison got 78 
votes (5.5 percent) and Chris Papagni 
earned 31 (2.2 percent).

Both remaining candidates seemed 
shocked by the results. “I don’t feel 
like talking,” Puragson said. “Per
sonally I was hoping it wouldn’t come 
to a run-off.”

But both were glad to remain as 
participants in the election.“I’m 
twice as motivated now,” Purgason 
said. She expected the election to be 
close because of the intense campaign 
waged by herself and Gatling.

“I am thankful to be one of the re
maining candidates.” Gatling said 
noting voter turnout would be a pro
blem in the run-off, “It’s hard enough

(Continued On Page 2)

Election Results
At A Glance

Russell Unseated 
From Nursing Spot

* Denotes Winner

By Chip Wilson
Carolina Journal Staff Writer

In what may have been the hottest 
contest, Beth Marlin defeated incum- 
bant Linda Russell for the Student 
Legislature Nursing Representative 
by a 51-35 margin.

Both Russell and Marlin campaign
ed extensively and spoke to nursing 
classes concerning how they would 
represent the College of Nursing.

The turning point may have come 
in the Student Nursing Association’ 
endorsement of Marlin over Russell.

A spokesman for the SNA said 
Russell did not appear at many of the 
groups meetings, and this was a 
secondary factor in the endorsement.

“Linda never would take the time 
to come to our meetings,” said one 
SNA member. “Betty came to our 
meeting and explained what she 
would do for us on the legislature.

This was important to us because 
SNA is a political organization.”

When interviewed by telephone, 
Russell would not comment on the 
outcome or the SNA endorsement.”

“I faced this thing two days ago, so 
I’ve got this out of my system,” 
Russell said from her hotel room in 
Raleigh where she was attending a 
meeting of the North Carolina Stu
dent Legislature. “I’m feeling pretty 
good about the other candidates who 
won.”

Marlin said she felt she could ad
dress certain issues in the legislature 
that previously have not been 
discussed.

“A lot of things need to be done for 
the handicapped. They really need a 
spokesman on legislature,” Marlin 
said. “I’ve been to two or three of 
their meetings and I have never heard 
them mention anything about the 
problems of the handicapped.”

Marlin, a registered nurse, is a 
mother of two who entered the Col
lege of Nursing to complete the re
quirements for her baccalaurate 
degree. She feel she has much to offer 
the student government as a re- 
entering student.

“I’ve met a lot of re-entering 
students and I really think many of 
them have a lot of talent. They say 
‘It’s too much hassle’ of they just 
won’t do it. I feel that working for the 
members of the nursing college is 
worth the sacrifice.”

Before her election to the student 
legislature, Marlin had been active in 
other campus activities as a writer for 
The Carolina Journal and staff 
member of WFAE public radio. She 
also asked student legislature to sup
port the implementation of 
designated smoking areas on campus.

“I did a lot of research on the smok-
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