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Education In A Democracy
Demelrios Nixon

As the days pass by, I consider myself to be one of the 
luckiest persons alive to bo able to go to school and study 
different subjects. Many of my friends and fellow students, 
it is true, are doing the same kind of work, but I do not be­
lieve that they realize that they too are lucky to be able 
to attend school and to have as many facilities as they have.

Since I have been in this country only four years, I am 
sure I can easily distinguish between education in a democ­
racy and education under communism, a dictatorship, or 
other form of government. The reason for this is, of course, 
that I have had the experience of living under different 
kinds of government. And I am sure that my fellow students 
would appreciate more of what they have and enjoy it more 
if they were in my place.

When I was in Europe, I was attending school too; attend­
ing school in Europe is twice as hard as it is in America. 
My native country, Greece, has been a democratic country 
since the ancient times of Pericxes, Aristotle, and Socrates; 
but there is a great difference in the schools in Greece and in 
America.

As we know. Democracy is a form of government in which 
one can govern himself freely and has many opportunities 
to become a successful person in the world. No other word 
can take its place and no colorful illustration can give to it 
a more perfect meaning. The word “Democracy” is derived 
from the CJreek word Democratia — Demoscratos which 
means, as it literally does in all the nations which have it, 
a people’s govenment. People have loved such a form of 
government from ancient times because it was and is a 
government of equal rights and opportunities, a government 
of Christian principles, and a government in which one is 
free to develop himself and to become useful and valuable in 
our society.

Yes, many of us do not realize it; in fact, we do not see the 
difference between Democracy and other forms of govern­
ment and are unable to fully appreciate what we have to 
enjoy every day of our lives. But suppose we were getting 
an education in Russia under the communistic government? 
Would we have the same privileges that we have in our de­
mocracy? Would we be allowed to work and to go to school 
for our own benefit? Would we be allowed to obtain an 
education because we served in the Army? Could we ex­
press our thoughts freely, speak freely, and write freely as 
we can in our Domocracy? Certainly not. We would never 
have such privileges. In no other place in this world could 
we have such privileges—only in this country of God, called 
America.

I lived under Communism and I can easily tell the differ­
ence. I have studied their plans, and I know where they 
lead one; I have suffered under their form of government, 
and I can highly appreciate what I have under Democracy. 
Under Communism, one has no chance to develop or to distin­
guish one s self, because one has no freedom. When I com­
pare the two lorms of government, I see a dark chaos under 
Communism and a bright future under Democracy. When 
I left Europe four years ago, things were not as bad as right 
after the war years, when the “Black Tiger” was threatening 
us. Rather than to have to live under their form of government 
again, I would gladly die. Yes, Democracy is being formed in 
Europe again, but that Democracy is just like an infant with 
undeveloped senses and like a bird with one wing.

So what is better than getting an education in a Democracy? 
And what is better than freedom? Leonidas, the ancient 
Spartan, once said: “It is better, and we will prefer to die 
with freedom than to be a slave under the Persian govern­
ment.” And because he and his soldiers, Spartans, had demo­
cratic principles, they preferred to die, all of them, rather 
than surrender to the Persians.

So getting an education in a Democracy such as America 
is something to be proud of. If we could only learn the mean­
ing of the word “Democracy”, I believe it would be the best 
education we could obtain. And if we could just learn to 
appreciate what we have and to compare it with what other 
peoples have, the knowledge would be the greatest benefit 
we could receive.

Education in a Democracy is something that many people 
desire; so w’hy not appreciate it w’hile we have it?

If I can acquire my desired education in this Democracy, 
I believe it will be the greatest thing I can get, something 
which I believe is worth more than millions in a country 
where one has to live under the boots of a “Stalin.”

P a t ie n t :  “Doctor, I d o n ’t smoke, 
d r in k  o r  chase  a ro u n d  w i th  w o ­
m en. W ill  I l ive a h u n d r e d  
y e a r s ? ”

D octor:  “No. B u t  it w^ll seem 
like  i t.”

y u r s e :  "D id you  d r in k  th e  th re e  

p i tch e rs  of w a te r  a n d  s ta y  in  

bed, l ike  I to ld  y ou?"

P a t ie n t :  “I d ra n k  th e  w a te r .”

TATTLE TALE

E v ery o n e  h a d  b e t t e r  s t a r t  
s tudy ing , if th ey  h a v e n ’t  a lre ad y  
s ta r te d — final e x am s  a re  com ing  
up  n ow  . . . T h a t  c e r ta in ly  was 
som e float C h a r lo t te  College had  
in  th e  C arro u se l— m a n y  th a n k s  
an d  c o n g ra tu la t io n s  go to J a y  
S h e r r i l l  and  Brice  M cL augh lin ,  
th e  o rig ina tors ,  an d  to all th e  
s tu d e n ts  who h e lp ed  o u t  in  b u i ld ­
ing it . . . Q u ite  a few  of o u r  
fo rm e r  s t u d e n t s  a t te n d e d  th e  
sq u a re  dance  las t  m o n th  . . . 
Som e people  w ou ld  l ike  to  k n o w  
w h e re  D av id  (Cotton) C ash  gets 
h is  good-looking  g ir l  f r i e n d s  
(Som e people  is p u t t in g  it  m i ld ­
ly— Ed.) . . . W h y  is A ria l  S t e p h ­
ens so in te re s ted  in  T uesdays?  . . . 
I t  is u n d e rs to o d  th a t  J a y  S h e rr i l l  
h as  a n u m b e r  of gir l  f r ien d s  in 
re se rv e  . . . W e w o n d e r  w h e re  
B uck  M allonnee  ge ts  those  o u t ­
s ta n d in g  n eck ties  —  especia lly  
t h a t  sh im m e rin g  g reen  one . . . 
T h e  g ir ls  a t  C. C. m u s t  n o t  su i t  
Joe  Pos to n — he has  t r ie d  th e m  
a ll  a n d  has no t  been  sa tis f ied  
y e t  . . . T he  A rm y  has  ta k e n  a n ­
o th e r  C. C. boy— D o n ald  H o rlo n  
. . . D orsey  M cllroy  h as  rece ived  
notice  t h a t  h e  h as  been  d e fe r re d  
un til  J u n e  . . . Dr. H eck  h as  been  
h a v in g  q u ite  a  few  field  tr ip s  
th is  year .  T he  bo tany , geography , 
and  geology classes c l i m b e d  
C ro w d e r  M oun ta in ,  l i te ra l ly  on 
th e i r  h a n d s  a n d  knees. Fo r  sev ­
e ra l  day s  a f te rw a rd  th e  s tu d e n ts  
a p p e a re d  lim ping . T he  geology 
class took a w eek  end  off and  
w e n t  to B luff  City, T ennessee  
to e x p lo re  som e caves. J o h n  G a m ­
ble, L. A. Spake , a n d  B uck  Mal- 
lonee w e n t  w a d in g  u n in te n t io n ­
a lly  in an  u n d e rg ro u n d  stream . 
By w h a t  n a m e  has  B uck  been  
called  as a re su l t  of h is  e x p re s s ­
ing h is  su rp r ise  a t  f in d in g  h im ­
self a n k le  deep  in th e  icy w a te r?  
C a ro ly n  R e ichard  will be  k n o w n  
h e n ce fo r th  as th e  “B a t  W o m a n ” 
since she  took such  an in te re s t  
in th e  b a ts  th a t  th e  g ro u p  c a p ­
tu re d  . . . We w o n d e r  h o w  Ar.'al 
S te p h en s  a n d  W a rre n  B lair  m ad e  
ou t  in  ho ld ing  a h a lf -d o l la r  b e ­
tw e e n  th e  calves of th e  legs, and 
W’h a t  th e  idea  w as  . . . S ev e ra l  
of th e  C. C. s tu d e n ts  h a v e  been  
m a r r ie d  r e ce n tly — J im m y  M e r ­
r i l l  a n d  N orr ie  H ager,  b o th  of 

(C o n tinued  on page 4)

The Faculty
R. FRANK HARWOOD

O rd in a r i ly  i t  is a long and 
c ircu itous  ro u te  f ro m  a sheep 
ra n c h  in  T ex as  to th e  C om m erce  
d e p a r tm e n t  of C h a r lo t te  College 
b u t  as t ra v e le d  by  Mr. R. F ra n k  
H a rw o o d  it invo lved  som e seven- 
league  boots  w i th  an  “ass is t” 
f ro m  sev e ra l  w e s te rn  ra ilroads. 
M ay I say  h e re  t h a t  w e  s tu d en ts  
in th e  C om m erce  d e p a r tm e n t  a re  
g lad  he  m ad e  th e  trip.

Mr. H a rw o o d  b eg an  life as any 
o rd in a ry  boy in  K a n sa s  City, Mo. 
H ere  h e  a t te n d e d  school an d  p a r ­
t ic ip a ted  in  th e  a th le t ic  p rogram , 
p a r t ic u la r ly  football .  F ro m  his 
posi t ion  on th e  f i f te e n th  s tr ing  
he  could  a lm ost  see th e  f ield  on 
a c lea r  day. E v id e n t ly  th is  o v e r ­
s igh t  on th e  p a r t  of th e  coach 
left  an  im p ress ion  on  o u r  in ­
s truc tor ,  for, a t  th e  age of fifteen, 
h e  decided  to  G e t  A w a y  F ro m  
I t  All.

W ith  on ly  five do lla rs  to his 
nam e, he  s lipped  a w a y  from  hom e 
on th e  s t a r t  of w h a t  tu rn e d  o u t  to 
be  a 5000 m ile  t r ip  th ro u g h  the  
S ou th w es t .  Using h is  th u m b  to 
good ad v an ta g e ,  he  c o v e r e d  
g ro u n d  rap id ly .  W h en  his th u m b  
fa iled, th e  ra i l ro ad s  w ere  n e a r ­
by. T he  M issouri & Pacific, W es t ­
e rn  Pacific , a n d  th e  D e n v e r  & 
Rio G ra n d e  all co n tr ib u ted  g e n ­
erously .  His t r ip  w as  a lm ost  p e r ­
m a n e n t ly  e n d e d  on one occasion, 
h o w ev e r ,  w h e n  th e  c a r  h e  had  
se lec ted  tu r n e d  o u t  to be  a r e ­
f r ig e ra to r  car  w h ich  w as  sealed 
sh u t  up o n  him. I t  w as  on th is  
t r ip  t h a t  he  becam e a sheep- 
h e a rd e r  in Texas.  He w o rk e d  for 
a to ta l  of th re e  d a y s  and  rece ived  
sev en ty -f iv e  cents, of w h ich  fifty 
cen ts  w as  coun te rfe i t!

He f in a l ly  w o rk e d  his w ay 
b a ck  h om e a n d  re tu rn e d  to school. 
As ev idence  of th e  benefic ia l  e f ­
fects  of his t r ip ,  h e  w on  a sch o la r ­
sh ip  to Je f fe r so n  College a t  St. 
Louis. F ro m  th e re  h e  w e n t  on 
to St. L ouis  U n ivers i ty ,  g r a d u a t ­
ing cum  lau d e  w ith  a B.S. d e ­
g ree  in  co m m erce  a n d  finance.

B efore  th e  w ar ,  Mr. H arw ood  
w a s  a t  v a r io u s  t im es  a b a n k  
c lerk , an  acco u n tan t ,  a  f i rem an  
in th e  m e r c h a n t  m arin e ,  a b u s  
d r iver ,  an d  a ra i l ro ad  t r a c k  lab o r ­
e r  on th e  U nion  Pac ific  a t  G re en

Decline O f Americanism
Fred Prince

Most people in this country believe that the American 
Communist Party  and its fellow travelers are the chief ene­
mies of our economic system and our form of government. 
The most dangerous enemy is the American counterpart 
of the British Social Planner, who denies that he is a socialist 
and operates behind deceptive phraseology. He begins by 
advocating a welfare state, not Socialism. Nothing is called 
by its real name. Words are used to deceive. Practices ab­
horred for ages by free people are identified by luminous 
words, and capitalistic practices are tagged with odious 
names. Profit and competition are vulgar. Socialism is al­
ways “National Planning.”

The basic fault of Socialism lies in the fact that no one 
man or group of men, no matter how brilliant, can ever 
comprehend the vast amount of data and numerous condi­
tions which would be necessary to make effective plans for 
a large industrial nation. This Socialism is not to be con­
fused with our small but sincere Socialist Party which has 
functioned as a legitimate party for many years.

The crash of 1933 and the subsequent new concepts of 
government attracted the largest assortment of social philoso­
phers ever gathered in Washington. As bureaucracy flour­
ished, more Socialist Planners, from dark-red revolutionaries 
to pink reformers, swarmed into office.

Federal control of banking, federal invasion of electric 
power industry, and socialized medicine are presented as 
separate reforms, but they are part of the overall scheme 
of Socialist Planners. Private industry must produce money 
to pay deficits of the government industries and the addi­
tional costs of bureaucracy as well.

According to the Brannan Plan, consumers would pay 
market prices for produce, and the government would pay 
the farmers the remaining part of the price guaranteed by 
the government. But where does the government get the 
money? From the consumer, of course.

Americans must wake up and stop this menace which has 
been preying on their indifference or their greed for six­
teen years. Trading liberty for security will be our downfall.

River, W yom ing. T he  w a r  i n t e r ­
ru p ted  his career ,  h o w ev e r .  He 
jo ined  th e  A rm y  A ir  Fo rce  and  
was accep ted  as a cad e t  fo r  n a v i ­
ga tion  tra in ing .

He rece ived  t ra in in g  a t  va r io u s  
f ields in  T exas;  S a n  A ntonio ,  
Houston , an d  H ondo  w e re  a few. 
He rece ived  his r a d a r  t r a in in g  at 
L an g ley  F ield, Va., a n d  Boca 
Raton, Fla. W hile  u n d e rg o in g  in ­
ten s iv e  t r a in in g  a t  B oca Raton, 
Mr. H a rw o o d  b ecam e  a c a su a l ty  
of w ar .  H e  h a d  m a n a g e d  to come 
th ro u g h  all h is  p r io r  t r a in in g  u n ­
sca thed , b u t  th e  tw o  golf courses, 
ten n is  courts ,  sw im m in g  pools, 
and  cab a n a  a t  Boca R a to n  w ere  
all a g a in s t  h im  and  h is  luck  f in ­
ally  ran  out. H e  b ro k e  his f in g er  
p lay in g  ball.

A f te r  d iscovering  t h a t  th is  
w o u n d  d id  n o t  q u a li fy  h im  fo r  a 
d ischarge, Mr. H a rw o o d  p ro c ee d ­
ed  to  ta k e  his f l ig h t  t r a in in g  in 
B-17’s a n d  B-29’s a t  d i f fe re n t  
fields l o c a t e d  in  Tennessee ,  
Texas, L ouis iana , F lor ida ,  and  
N ebraska .

H e a r r iv e d  in th e  c o m b a t  a rea  
on T in ian  in  th e  M a r i a n a s  
D ecem b er  31, 1944. His to u r  of 
d u ty  las ted  u n t i l  S e p te m b e r  4, 
1945. D u r in g  th is  t im e  he  f lew  
29 m issions in  th e  B-29’s a n d  ac ­
c u m u la te d  a to ta l  of 500 ho u rs  
c o m b a t  f ly ing  tim e. H e w as 
a w a rd e d  th e  D is t in g u ish ed  F ly ­
ing Cross, th e  A ir  M edal  w ith  
tw o  c lus te rs ,  tw o  b a t t le  stars, 
and  th e  A sia tic  Pacific  T h e a t re  
r ibbon.

A fte r  be ing  d ischarged ,  Mr. 
H a rw o o d  sold in su ra n ce  fo r  a 
t im e, th e n  becam e a re se a rc h  e n ­
g inee r  in th e  f ield  of ceramics. 
T h ree  y e a rs  ago h e  b ro u g h t  his 
fam ily  to C h a r lo t te  a n d  decided  
to stay. He becam e  an  in s t ru c to r  
in th e  C o m m erce  d e p a r tm e n t  of 
C h a r lo t te  College in  th e  e v e ­
nings, a n d  he  ho lds  th e  sam e  
position  in  a business  college 
d u r in g  th e  day. In  connection  
w ith  th e  A ir  F o r c e  R eserve  
p r o g r a m ,  Mr .  H a r w o o d  is 
c u r re n t ly  a m e m b e r  of th e  9940th 
V.A.R.T.U., a n d  is also en ro lled  
in  th e  C o m m a n d  and  S ta f f  School 
of th e  A ir  U n iv e rs i ty  w h ich  h as  
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127'/2 W. Trade St. 
Charlotte, N. C. Phone 6-1212

C o m p l im e n t s  of

W illiam s Esso Service
8 0 0  W e s t  T r a d e

DA-NITE GRILL
825 East Trade

Try O ur  
Delicious Ham burgers

HARRIS CLOTHING
P h o n e  3 - 0 1 5 5  

C l o th in g  f o r  t h e  En t ir e  Fam il y  

1 5 0 0  C e n t r o l  Ave . 
C h a r l o t t e ,  N.  C.

PRITCHARD 
PAINT & GLASS CO.

1 12 W e s t  5 th  S t re e t  

C h o r l o t t e ,  N. C.

P h o n e  2 - 6 4 1 8

$ $ $ S a v e $ $ $
W e  Sell f o r  Less

CLYDE FURNITURE 
& JEWELRY CO.
1 1 9  E a s t  P a r k  A v e n u e  

C h a r l o t t e ,  N.  C.


