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KEN WILSON

MAN...  A UNIQUE ANIMAL
Some philosophers  ( ?) m a in ta in  t h a t  th e  only fac to r  which 

d is t in g u ish e s  m an  f ro m  o th e r  an im als  is t h a t  he is . . . the  
only fe a th e r le s s  biped w ith  long f ingernai ls” . By observa tion ,  
bo th  in th e  m i r ro r  and  in o the rs ,  we find m uch  in fav o r  w ith  
th is  school of th o u g h t  which na r row ly  d is t in g u ish e s  us— even 

we of th e  SiSi c lan— from  th e  o th e r  animals .
H owever,  we do re se n t  th is  “ f a c t ” as  being th e  only dis

t in g u ish in g  fac to r ,  and will s ta n d  up to  be coimted as  con tend 

ing t h a t  m an  IS unique, b u t  to le t it be know n on w h a t  bas is!
I t ’s t r u e  t h a t  m an  is f ea ther le ss ,  t h a t  he is b iped— hav ing  

two legs, and  t h a t  he has  long f ingernails ;  but,  in addition  
to  these ,  we contend t h a t  he is d i f fe re n t  because of his t r iu n e  

being— possession of  Body, Mind, and  Soul.
On the  first count,  we m u s t  ag re e  t h a t  o th e r  an im als  have 

bodies, and  a r e  su b je c t  to and conscious of  th e  five senses—  
touch, ta s te ,  smell,  h e a r in g  an d  seeing. U nquest ionab ly  t r u e !

On the  second count,  we m u s t  still be agreeab le  and  a d m it  
t h a t  o th e r  an im als  have minds, and  a re  able to th ink .  G R A N T 
E D  ! And, in spite of one psychologis t’s s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  m an  is 
th e  only “ rea so n in g ” animal,  we m u s t  th row -in - the -tow el and 
concede t h a t  m any  “ fel low -m em bers” of th e  an im al k ingdom 
do have “ rea so n in g ” minds, which th e y  som etim es  use to  a 
degree  sh a m efu l  to th e i r  “ f ea th e r le s s  b iped” b ro th e rs .

So, if  we w ere  to end our  line of th o u g h t  a t  th i s  point, 
t h e re  would be li t t le  to s u b s ta n t i a te  our  claims t h a t  “Man is 
U n iq u e” , and  th e n  th e  a r t i s t ’s conception of t h a t  “ a n im a l” 

m ig h t  have been s a t i s fa c to ry  to  all concerned.
However,  we m a in ta in  t h a t  m a n ’s one d is t in g u ish in g  

c h a ra c te r i s t ic  is t h a t  he is a  Spiri t ,  possess ing  sp ir i tua l  ca 

pac ities  and  des ire s— ind ica t ing  th e  ex is tence of w h a t  W ebs te r  

t e rm ed  “ th e  soul” .
I t  w as  m a n y  yea rs  ago t h a t  th e  Philosopher  P la to  a s 

tounded  th e  th in k e r s  of h is  day  w hen  he claimed t h a t  th e re  
w as  m ore to life th a n  body and  mind. He claimed th a t  th e  body, 
w ith  i ts  five senses,  and  th e  mind, w ith  i ts  r ea son ing  capacities,  

w ere  no t “e n d s” in them selves ,  not so m e th in g  to be developed 
an d  en joyed  in th is  world alone, b u t  t h a t  . . . “ All of th e  visible 
is b u t  a shadow  of  th e  invisible— t h a t  which we can  see, feel, 
hear,  smell and  t a s t e  a re  b u t  s igns  of g r e a te r  th in g s— th in g s  

of th e  s p i r i t ” .
P lato ,  in th i s  conviction, was no t  s ta t in g  an  original 

th o u g h t ,  b u t  a t r u t h  m uch  older th a n  himself .  For,  th e  P hilos 
o pher  Moses had  s ta te d  in Genesis  2 :27  t h a t  m an  w as  c rea ted  
“ in th e  im age of  GOD” , and  possesses “ Body, Mind, and  Soul” 

(Gen. 2 :7 ) .
By scientific approach  we can O B S E R V E  m a n — w atc h  his 

m ovem ents ,  h is  hab i ts ,  h is  desires,  e tc .— and  note a peculiar  

a t t r i b u t e  . . . th e  des ire  to  w o rsh ip — w h e th e r  m ater ia l is t ic ,  
p leasure ,  or sp ir i tua l  th ings .  T here fo re ,  we m ig h t  s ta te  a s  an 
H Y P O T H E S IS  t h a t  m an  is a S p ir i t— possessing  des ires and

capacities  unknow n to o th e r  c rea tu res .
B u t  finally, it  is only by personal,  individual E X P E R I 

M E N T A T IO N  th a t  we can find “ w h e th e r  th e se  th in g s  be so” ! 

This  is th e  po in t and  purpose  of th i s  Editoria l .
H ere  a t  C.C., we a r e  in te n t  ( ? )  upon  th e  p u r s u i t  o f  de 

veloping our  m inds th ro u g h  educational m e a n s ; we a re  in t e r 
ested, while som ew hat limited, in developing o u r  bodies— th u s  

our  cithletic ac t iv i t ie s  and  social f r a t e r n i t i e s — but,  we believe 
th a t  th e re  is a  need, and  a place, fo r  sp ir i tu a l  em phasis ,  or  a 

m eans  of “ soul deve lopm ent” as well.
The  Bible m akes  unqual if ied  s ta te m e n t s  of  p ro m ise s  and  

b lessings t h a t  a re  in s to re  fo r  those  who will “ seek f irs t  the  
k ingdom of  GOD” (St. Luke  12 :31) .  K now ing  of  th e  desire 
of m any,  and  th e  need of all of us to be rem inded  of “ these  
th in g s ” , we w onder if  now isn ’t T H E  T IM E  to beg in  such a 

p ro g ra m  ?
Jesus ,  who w as T ru th ,  p rom ised  t h a t  if you know the  

t r u th  . . . “ th e  t r u t h  shall m ake  you f r e e ” ( John  8 :3 2 ) ,  t h e r e 
fore, we a re  proposing  th e  e s ta b l ish m e n t  of a w ork  which has  

as its g o a l : seeking firs t  th e  “ k ingdom  of G OD ” , endeavor ing  
to m ake  T R U T H  known, and  th e  f u r th e r in g  of  sp ir i tu a l  life 

a t  C.C.!
I f  you are,  or des ire  to  be, a C h r is t ia n  and a re  will ing to 

p a r t ic ip a te  sacrificially to w ard  es tab l ish in g  such  a p ro g ra m  
of Bible S tu d y  an d  C h r is t ia n  em phasis ,  please co n tac t  e i the r  

th e  office or  th e  w ri te r .
Y es! I t ’s t r u e  t h a t  m a n  m a y  be . . . “a  fe a th e r le s s  biped 

w ith  long f ingernai ls” , but,  be ing  c rea ted  in th e  im age  of  God 
g ives  him h igh  goals and  a  l i fe-time ta s k  of  seek ing  an d  living 
T R U T H ! L e t ’s de te rm in e  to  develop th e  “w hole” m a n — Body, 

Mind, and  Soul.
“ M an’s conception of GOD will d e te rm in e  th e  

whole t r e n d  of h is  l i fe” . . . P. B. Hill.

JIM GUNNELLS

STUDENT GOVERNMENT PROBLEMS
W hen our  fa i th fu l  fo rm e r  p res iden t ,  A r t h u r  F a r ley ,  com

pleted h is  s tud ies  a t  C h a r lo t te  College la s t  q u a r te r ,  he left 

behind a vacancy  in th e  top S tu d e n t  Council office. U n w i t 
tingly, F a r ley  also left  beh ind  a confused  an d  befuddled  S tu 

den t  Council, s tu d e n t  g overnm en t ,  and  s tu d e n t  body.

A ccording to th e  Cons ti tu t ion ,  if  a vacancy  occurs in the  

office of p res iden t  the  v ice-president a u to m a t ica l ly  assum es  
the  office and  du ties  of th e  p res iden t .  A ctua l ly  th i s  should 
have been a simple m a t te r ,  b u t  com plications arose . Charles  
V^ess, who w as  holding down th e  office of vice-president,  be

came ineligible fo r  an y  S tu d e n t  Council pos t  w hen  he w as 
unable to ge t  su itab le  courses  fo r  th e  S p r in g  Q u a r te r .  The 
C ons ti tu t ion  plainly s ta te s  t h a t  each S tu d e n t  Council officer  
shall m a in ta in  two courses  th r o u g h o u t  his t e r m  of  office. The  

re su l t s :  Vess could not continue as  v ice -p re s iden t;  n o r  could 
he fill in the  vacancy le f t  by Farley .  T he  offices of  p res iden t  
and vice-president,  bo th  of them , will rem a in  e m p ty  until 
newly-elected off icers  a re  installed, or un ti l  some change  in 
th e  C ons ti tu t ion  h as  been approved  by  seventy-five p e r  cent 
of th e  s tu d e n t  body. The  C ons ti tu t ion  con ta ins  no provision 

fo r  rep lacem ent of disqualified s tu d e n t  leaders.  T h e re  is reason  
to believe t h a t  some changes  fo r  th e  b e t t e r  a re  fo rthcom ing .  

On April 8 an  A m e n d m e n t  C om m ittee  reviewed, s tudied ,  and 
discussed possible changes  in th e  cons ti tu t ion .  T h is  com m it tee  
will soon p re se n t  to th e  s tu d e n t  body its  rec o m m e n d a t io n s  for  
several needed revisions. T h e i r  p roposa ls  will p ro b ab ly  include 

changes  in supe r la t ive  selections, office-holding qualifications, 

and honor sys tem  enforcem ent .  W ith  some luck an d  a  good
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