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By Ann McKorie

What Is Meant By School 
Spirit At Charlotte College?

“ Is thore any school sp ir i t  a t  Charlottt* Collect*? Is there  any  p a r 
t icu la r  sp ir i t  which hinds the s tuden ts  to g e th e r? ’* This is the  question, 
or questions, which more than  one s tu d en t  a t  C harlo t te  Colleji'e has been 
asking; himself and o ther people. These a re  K<̂ od questions too, and the 
second year  studen ts  should not be taken  aback l>y th is  e lement of  
curiosity  on the p a r t  of some of the  new a rr iv a ls  a t  C harlo t te  College.

W h at  does Charlo tte  College o ffe r  in the way  of school sp ir i t?  Is 
there  a football team to cheer for  on S a tu rd ay s?  Aside from basketball,  
w ha t  can C. C. offer  to those who a re  d raw n  to the i r  school th rough  
its a thletic  p rogram ? W here is the  f r a te rn i ty  and  sorori ty  with  their  
sp ir i t  of brotherhood and welding toge the r  of hum an  ties? W here  is 
the sp ir i t  of  las ting  friendship which is won th rough  the living toge the r  
of a group of people in the  sam e do rm ito ry ?  These a re  the a rg u m en ts  
which go with the (juestion, “ W hat  so r t  of school sp ir i t— and how this 

school s p i r i t ? ’^

Should we dismiss the th o u g h t  of  a type of school sp ir i t  and say  th a t
C. C. is only a group of s tuden ts  who a t tend  a f te rnoon  and evening classes 
in Centra l  High School? No! The question should not be dismissed, nor 
should anyone feel guilty  in asking it. All young people look to college 
with d i f fe ren t  a t t i tudes  and anxieties.  To the college freshm an,  college 
is ano the r  w'orld; a  world of fea r ,  and yet,  a world of exh ila ra t ing  joy. 
Through  high school, and before, he has  anxiously awaited  the  time when 
he would have the opportun ity  to achieve the h igher  education w aiting  
fo r  him a t  college. College, and all t h a t  it  enta ils ,  b r ings the  individual 
to one of the real high points in his life. Therefore ,  it  is no wonder t h a t  
young people place much emphasis  on college, and a re  hear t i ly  dis
appointed when college fails to m easure  up to all t h a t  they have h ea id  

and expected from it.

The s tuden ts  of  C harlo t te  College do not a t ten d  a  group  of buildings 
in w'hich they s trugg le  to absorb the wisdom of the  ages. They are  
(piesting one of the g rea tes t  th in g s  m an  has the  abili ty  to do developing 
bis mind. In developing the mind, we a re  constan tly  c rea t ing  and seeking 
the t ru th .  The t ru th  which shall  make m an free. We a re  free when 
we can think for ourselves and be happy  in life by doing th a t  w'hich 
brings us the highest sa t is fac t ion  of living a life well and worthwhile. 
We are  laboring to meet our  desires in life, and though we a re  all 
individuals, we seek to find the best  and su re s t  expressions of our 

individualisms.

We a re  a t  present  a  minority .  The  select who can act on our  n a tu ie  
of f ree  will to make mankind h igher a n d  richer  to the fullness of life. 
Because of th is  we are  bound together  as g iv ing tes tim ony of the r ig h t  
to th ink, seek, find, and experience a life of democracy. This a tm osphere  
rests  over us as the gu id ing  cloud of smoke over the  Children of Israel.

W'e a re  bound togethe r  with  a  sp ir i t  deeper th an  a schedule of 
football games,  row of f r a te r n i ty  houses,  or p a r t  of  a  spacious campus 
lined with  dormitories. Our school sp ir i t  is a  sp ir i t  of expectancy, as 
the  world looks to us in hopes of saving a civilization which could destroy 
i tself  in a m a t te r  of hours. However, th is  sp ir i t  is more th a n  a sp ir i t  
of expectancy;  the  sp ir i t  w'hich is ours  to command is a sp ir i t  of  c reating .  
C rea t in g  in a period of destruction, not only of cities and the bodies 
of people, b u t  of the inner  man himself.  I t  is impossible to kill the  love 
of freedom in an  individual,  unless the d ign ity  and  worth  of man (as  
the h ighest  of  c reation) is destroyed.

In the  hands of our  generation  lies the hope of salvation from  the 
impending dam nation  of the death of m a n ’s d ign ity  and w'orth. This is 
tense  a tm osphere  which prevails  as we seek a h igher education. We 
cannot  fa il  to catch the situat ion  and develop our perspective which will 
not only give us a college education, b u t  which will also show to us 
the weapon to destroy th is  enemy which th rea ten s  mankind. This  is 
our  school sp ir i t— the preserva tion  of m an 's  dignity. This is the  sp ir i t  
which can invade our  beings and give to us the sp a rk  t h a t  binds us 
togethe r  in laboring  to develop our  m inds— t h a t  we m ay  develop an 
in teg r i ty  t h a t  will save our  hum an  race  and the  world we live in.

REPORT
I{>' Charles Couch

The f i r s t  issue of any  publica
tion is a lways more diff icult  to 
p repare  than  the ones th a t  follow. 
The s ta f f  m ust  be appointed and 
co-ordinated. Policies m u s t  be 
made. New fea tu res ,  style, lay-out, 
and make-up m ust  be decided and 
acted upon. In th is  column I will 
t ry  to explain w ha t  we, with your 
help, a re  tryinf; to do, and why we 
call this the ‘New Look’ ColleKiaii.

F’ortunate ly ,  we have m any re- 
turninK mem bers of las t  y e a r ’s 
sta ff .  And we have a s t rong  foun 
dation, laid by Bill Drinkard  and 
Bob Butler,  upon which to build.

The 1957-58 Collegian will have 
more regu la r ly  scheduled fea tu res  
than ever before. From  las t  year  
we have re ta ined F rom  the N igh t  
Owl, Showdown, L et te rs  to the 
Editor,  Cartoon, Religion, and Man 
in the Halls. We have added P o e t ’s 
Corner, Interview, Girl of the 
Month, Alumni News, Guest Eldi- 
torial ,  and The Traveling  Sa les 
man. And there  will be p icture  
s to ry  fea tu res  from time to time.

Charlo t te  College is growing. So 
is the Collegian. We plan to pu t  
out a t  least  six pages every issue, 
with possibly e ight  pages la te r  in 
the year.

One of the purposes of the C ha r 
lotte  Collegian is to voice the opin
ions of the students .  Pe rhaps  in 
doing so we will offend somebody. 
I f  such is the case, we are sincerely 
sorry.

At the risk of sounding tr i te ,  I 
humbly th an k  those  of you who 
were kind enough to vote fo r  me 
las t  spring. I will t ry  not to violate 
your confidence.

We will make mistakes.  But we 
will t ry  to publish a rtic les  which 
will give enjoym ent to every reader. 
With your help, by suggest ions and 
crit icisms made th rough  L e t te rs  to 
the Editor, we can come closer to 
a t ta in in g  our aim.

“ G rea te r  love h a th  no man than 
this , th a t  a m an  lay down his life 
fo r  his fr iends .” John  15:13.

As you have entered these  doors 
of learn ing  a t  C harlo t te  College 
there  is one lesson t h a t  each of 
you . . .  or  I should say all of us 
. . . should endeavor to learn— and 
th a t  is the living m eaning of f r iend 
ship.

Too often the  te rm  friendship  
is misused to mean t h a t  re la t ion 
ship whereby we gain personal ad 
van tage  by using  the  guise of in
te re s t  in ano ther ;  bu t  our Lord 
has tau g h t  us th a t  t ru e  fr iend 
ship is more of a  giving th an  a 
tak in g  proposition . . . t h a t  it  is 
even g iving of one’s own life for 
his friend.

As we th ink of giving to our 
friends, let us not think of g if ts  
th a t  money can buy; r a th e r  let us 
think of those  more precious g if ts  
t h a t  a re  bought  with the e f fo r t  of 
time, patience, love, and of self.

“ Have pity  upon me— O. ye my 
fr iends— ” Job exhorts  us to t h a t  
compassion th a t  comes from  a 
h e ar t  filled with  unders tand ing  of

the  hum an needs . . . no t  the  p i ty  
th a t  leaves one self-indulging and 
rem orsefu l ;  it  is the p i ty  th a t  gives 
m an courage to rise above his 
g r ie f  and disappointment.

“ . . . he prayed for  his fr iends .” 
I f  ever there  is a friend in need, 
there  is a  fr iend in p ray er  fo r  those 
whom he knows and loves. How 
simple a  ta sk  i t  seems to u t te r  a 
p rayer ,  however short ,  simple or 
quiet; but how g re a t  the reward  
th a t  comes not only to the  prayed 
fo r  but also to the  prayer.

“ Friend, I do thee no wrong .” 
To be able to t ru s t  in a person, to 
be able to share  w ithout  f e a r  one’s 
th o u g h ts  and d ream s is a  privilege 
accorded only to those  who have 
learned the high m eaning  of f r ien d 
ship. How often we need the lis
ten ing  ea r  th a t  h a s  the  sealed lips.

These a re  but a few of the p re 
cious g if ts  of  a  real friendship. It 
is earnest ly  hoped th a t  as you walk 
the paces of your life th ro u g h  Owl 
Land, you may seek to cultivate 
those  qualit ies t h a t  will make you 
a be t te r  fr iend  and a  b e t te r  pos
sessor of friendships.

rjLetteri ^ h e  E d ito r
Dear Sirs;

I would like to complain about 
the needless w aste  of time con
sumed during  the freshm an  orien
ta t ion  period. I dislike being herded 
around like a child in k indergarten .  
An applican t  to a college is of col
lege age, and should not be t rea ted  
as if  he was not capable of m aking  
decisions fo r  himself.

I would sugges t  a  brief  meeting 
explaining only the essentia ls,  held 
before classes on the  f i r s t  day. Such 
a  move would prove more to the 
lik ing of all concerned.

D.H.L.

The Editors:
C ongra tu la tions  on choosing a 

new site. A city the  size of C ha r 
lotte needs a  progressive ,  growing 
college. You a re  fill ing the bill ad 

mirably.
Sincerely,
Mrs. J .  G. Keith  
Charlo tte

Guest Editorial

Indecision
Ily Hill Drinkard 

Form er Editor, C harlo t te  Collegian

Ralph Williams,  one of the s tudents  a t  N.C. S ta te  th is  summer, is 
an excellent example of a man who doesn’t  know where  he s going. 
His m other w ants  him to become a  civil engineer. H e’s not in terested  
and th inks  t h a t  he would like an  a rm y  career.

H e ’s been p laying a round  a t  S ta te  for  over th ree  years  now and is 
still a  sophomore. He took economics and surveying th is  summer,  b u t  
he w asn ’t  in te res ted  in e ither course. So he m anaged  to spend all his 
time playing baseball. Good p layer though— won a cup fo r  the  highest  
b a t t in g  average  in the Raleigh high school league before they found 
out t h a t  he was p laying illegally and kicked him out.

The la s t  week of school he became worried about  his m other  s an g er  
if  he flunked out. So la te r  th a t  week, ju s t  before exams, he s a t  a t  his 
desk th rough  two n igh ts  s t ra igh t .  S tudying. C augh t  an occasional snatch 
of sleep between classes and kept himself awake  by tak in g  heavy doses 

of No-Doze pills and coffee.
The n ig h t  a f te r  exams, he went  out fo r  a good drunk, “to ge t  i t  off 

my m ind,” and slept all the  nex t  day, waking up with  a  splendid h a n g 

over.
T h ere ’s a good chance t h a t  he won’t  be back th is  fall.  He was a l it tle 

sho r t  on points . Probably  he’ll be ano ther  of the seventy percent  of 
en te r ing  freshm en who flunk out of N.C. S ta te  and never re tu rn .

You, too, can follow his excellent example and be one of the  nine 
thousand out of every ten who have no definite  aim in life. Now is a 
very good time to decide if you a re  going to accomplish any th ing  during  

your sho r t  life.

Sir:
T hank you for  insta l l ing  the 

orienta tion  system. A new school 
is a challenge, and when a  person 
knows how it opera tes  and where 
the d i fferen t  rooms are, i t  is much 
eas ie r  to buckle down to work. The 
social period w'as excellent.  L e t ’s 
have more of them.

John  Brockton

Editor,
The Charlo t te  Collegian:

I watched each issue of the news
p ap er  las t  year  w ith  growing  in 
terest .  I hope th a t  it  will continue 
to improve th is  year  a s  last.  Please 
renew my subscription.

J a n  Billings

Dear Editors:
A f te r  read ing  about  the fu tu re  

home of Charlo t te  College in the 
local newspaper,  I am  thril led be 
yond words. I have been in te rested  
in your inst i tu t ion  since it was 
founded, and I have watched its 
rem arkab le  development ever since.
I have a fondness fo r  Charlo t te  
College, fo r  as a proud d au g h te r  of 
the  Queen City, I am very eager 
fo r  an inst i tu t ion  of h igher educa
tion th a t  we can call our own and 
point out w ith  pride  to visitors. 
Charlo t te  College is tak in g  g re a t  
str ides toward  becoming such an 
institution.

Let me say  tha t ,  considering the 
l im itations of your borrowed q u a r 
ters ,  your accomplishments are 
som ething to be marveled a t.  My 
hear t ies t  congratu la t ions  to your 
splendid director.  Miss Bonnie 
Cone, and her capable s t a f f  for 
the ir  t ire less e f fo r ts  to f u r th e r  the 
school’s progress.

I am sincerely hoping t h a t  p rep 
ara t ions  a re  being made fo r  ex 
panding the college into a four- 
year  inst i tu t ion  in the  very  near  f u 
ture,  fo r  my son, a  r is ing  sopho
more in h igh school, will g rad u a te  
in 1960. I t  would be g ra t i fy in g  to 
my husband and me if he could 
pursue his entire  college course a t  
our own Charlo t te  College.

In behalf of a  host  of fr iends 
and neighbors , let me offer  my 
h e ar t ie s t  congratu la t ions  and God
speed fo r  your  fu tu re  efforts .

Very t ru ly  yours,
Mrs. E v e re t t  Hanes


