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"The Brain" A Lost Soul
Hidden deep beneath the c ru s t  of today’s scholastic world is an 

obscure individual commonly known as “The B ra in .” This person, sym 
bolizing the few who strive  fo r— and achieve— co n s tan t  academic suc
cess, has been forced by the c ruder  m em bers of society to become a
.social outcast.  There is no room fo r  him in a  world where the word
“bra in "  is au tom atically  u t te red  th ro u g h  sneering  lips.

The Brain  is tru ly  a  non-con- 
form ist.  When others  abou t  him 
are  bogged down in the muck of 
extracurr icu la rs-m inus-s tudy , he 
quite  readily adap ts  himself to  ex 
t r a  activ ity  w ithout sliding in aca 
demic standing. This ability in 
creases the tow ering  wave of pop
u la r  opinion a g a in s t  him. Alas, 
with every gain  in success, the 
Brain receives more in public ire.

The lot of whoever dares  to 
th ink  should be a happy one; how
ever, it is not. Instead  of rejoicing 
th a t  there  a re  those who will lead 
w ith  common sense and “b ra in 
power,” the unenlightened popula
tion rips this very idea to shreds.
Ridicule and scorn destroy any  il
lusions of praise which m ig h t  
worm their  way into the  under 
dog’s mind.

“ Unless the Brain  sheds his in 
tellectual guise, he will never be-

Knowledge— 

Key To Wisdom
Ever since m an f i r s t  pulled him 

self ou t  of the ocean, he has been 
seeking to increase his knowledge. 
W hether  it be called “noseyness” , 
or, more nobly, the desire to be tte r  
the hum an race, i t  boils down to 
the need to find an answ er to some 
question or problem. E v ery th ing  
from  the discovery of how to use 
fire  to the launching of the la te s t  
sa te ll ites  can be traced  to m an 
kind’s desire  to know and to apply 
w h a t  he a lready knows.

Knowledge is a curious thing. 
I t  is a flexible, pliable, and many- 
face ted  as the  mind of the  person 
who possesses it. I t  can be obtain- 

come ‘one of the boys.’ Unless th is  ed by the slow process of a steady 
soul locks up his th ink ing  organ- building— som ewhat like climbing 
ism and th row s away the key, there  out of a valley and reach ing  a pla- 
will never be a peaceful co-ex- teau  only to find t h a t  f rom  this 
istence between the Brain  and the  point there  a re  h igher  peaks and
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BY JUDIE JOSEPHS  

‘Robert, why can’t you be a conformist?”

JERRY R IC H

NOTES. . . .  
AND OUOTES

“ Women who a re  no t  in te rested  
in clothes a re  probably no t  in te r 
e s t in g  in clothes.” — W. J. McAU- 
L IF F E  in K ingsport,  Tenn., Times.

“ Sh o r t  sk ir ts  have a tendency to 
m ake men polite. Have you ever 
seen a  m an  g e t  on a bus ahead of 
o n e ? ”— MEL F E R R E R , quoted in 
the  LONDON Evening S tandard .

N ext fall in an A rea  Vocational 
T ra in ing  Center will have moved 
into the co-occupancy of the Cen
tra l  H igh School building. Remod
eling (i.e., t e a r in g  out room p a r 
t it ion ing  and walls) will begin in 
the  early sum m er. Classrooms will 
be converted into shop space in 
some instances. And .summer school 
classes will be evidently affected 
by this work.

When reg u la r  q u a r te r s  open for 
the  1959-1960 term , th e re  will be 
a chaotic tu rn  of events here. E n g 
lish will have to be digested 
a g a in s t  the background of g ru m b 
ling m achines; m athem atics  and 
physics shall f lo a t  th rough  a 
grease-coated  air.

I t  can’t  really  be as bad as I ’m 
p ic tu r ing  the  situation , b u t  I still 
dread the  invasion of th e  new 
t ra in in g  center. L e t’s tak e  i t  on 
the  lam to the new site as soon as 
possible, PL E A SE !

♦  * ♦

This issue o ffers  some excellent 
l ig h t  read ing  by G rand M asters  E d 
wards,  Bell, and McManus, w ith  a 
spoof on the  m odern  music world 
by Charles  Darwin (in rea l i ty  J e r 
ry  M err i t t .)  And then  there  is 
some d ir t  and gossip sp read  by 
Ja m es  Mahaffee. I ’m str ic t ly  
a g a in s t  gossip bu t  I owe a duty  as 
a  m em ber of the Loyal Order of 
M ahaffeeism  (cleanshaven branch.) 

*  *  *

The P a rn ass ian  comes ou t  F r i 
day. Despite  the F r id ay  the  T h ir 
teen th  significance, th is  edition 
should be an omen of b e t te r  th ings 
to  come.

*  *  «

S tre e t  scene: car  w ith  divided 
loyalties— sport ing  Charlo tte  Col
lege, W ake Forest,  and Carolina 
decals . . . O verheard: a t  the  Open 
Kitchen— “Yeah, a f te r  those Gold
en Gloves guys g o t  th ro u g h  with  
each other, they  were all novice 
wrecks.”

*  *  *

The Man with the Deadly Sense 
of H um or: A y e ar  or two ago, a 
Greensboro funera l  home ad v er t is 
ed— “ We Give Top Value S tam p s” 
. . . An ad in the Boise Idaho 
S ta te sm a n  s ta ted  —  “ CEM ETERY 
LOTS, Cloverdale Pa rk ,  n ear  tow 
er. Also deep freeze  fo r  la rg e  f a m 
ily” . . . And there  was the fic 
tional funeral p a r lo r  which adver
tised its special “lay -aw ay” plan.

*  *  *

Miss B aker assigned her English  
II classes to write  them es which 
m ig h t  be used in the Collegian 
( t h a t ’s one w ay of g e t t in g  m a te r 
ial). A su rpris ing ly  large  num ber 
of the papers  on the expansion of 
C.C.’s sports  (ho, ho) p rog ram  and 
the possibility of ath le tic  scholar 
ships here. I ’m fo r  a th le tic  expan 
sion, b u t  th is  type of scholarship 
doesn’t  s tr ike  me as a Charlo tte  
College bit. I th o u g h t  I ’d mention 
it  anyway.

*  *  *

By the Sa in ts  of Dogpatch, I say 
“ PH O O E Y ” on deadlines!

Editors  and  COLLEGIAN:
I have a few questions to pose 

to the officials who shape C h a r 
lotte College’s curriculum .

F irs t ,  why are  we allowed only 
a choice between French and Span 
ish as a fore ign language  ? I believe 
th a t  Germ an is a subject which is 
direly needed a t  C.C. Chemical en 
gineering, chem istry, and pre-med- 
ical s tuden ts  have definite  needs 
fo r  th is  language. Also, a  requ ire 
m en t for m ost g rad u a te  degrees is 
th a t  the candidate  possess a s trong  
knowledge in French and German.

Second, why is m athem atics  a 
pi,*e-requisite or co-requisite  fo r  
chem istry  and no t  fo r  physics?  I t  
is m y unders tand ing  th a t  a g re a te r  
knowledge of m athem atics  is r e 
quired fo r s tudy ing  physics than  
fo r chem istry. Then, I ask, w hy  is 
m athem atics  required  fo r  one 
science and not the  o ther ?

Finally , why a re  th ree  qu a r te rs  
required for credit  in chem istry  
and only two q u a r te rs  required fo r  
the  o ther  sciences ?

I would apprec ia te  some form  of 
p rin ted  answ er in the nex t issue of 
the Collegian.

Respectfully  yours,

R. G.
Edi tors  und  CoLLEfilAN:

L as t  Septem ber, I stood in an 
endless line of fellow su ffe rers  to 
trad e  by ha rd-earned  money fo r  a  
chance a t  an education. Many a 
long h oar  had been spent in com
puting , down to the las t  penny, my 
tuition. When, a f te r  an e te rn i ty  of 
waiting , I arr ived a t  the chopping 
block, I t r ied  to be brave as I 
stood there  clutching m y g reen 
backs in m y sw eaty little  paws.

I could h ear  the executioner 
speaking as from  a fa r ,  “— And 
four dollars fo r  s tu d en t  activity 
fee.” (E d ito r ’s note: Plus three- 
dollars and a ha lf  fo r  the  annual.)

I had been ready fo r  death, but 
no t  fo r  this. I fe lt  a su rg ing  im 
pulse to run  , b u t  reconsidered 
when I noticed the  size of the two 
men g u a rd ing  the  door. I paid the 
money, re luc tantly ,  and left.

W here  did th is  unsuspected fee 
come fro m ?

“ Someone m u st  be m aking  a mil
lion with th is  little  compulsory en 
te rp r ise ,” I thought.

The more I th o u g h t about it, the 
more i t  bothered me. I did some 
investigating .

My m em ory w ent back to  the 
spring  of 1957. I was a m em ber of 
the Navy a t  the t im e and home on

-  KNOWLEDGE -

more p la teaus  than  f i r s t  dreamed 
of leading upw ard  to touch the  sky. 
Knowledge can come with  the 
quickness and s t re n g th  of a fo re s t  
fire, searing  the  mind with its 
power, bu rn ing  aw ay doubt and 
fear .  I t  can be an addiction more 
powerful than  opium; fo r  there  is 
no end to the desire to have more 
of it and no re lief f rom  the fa c t  
tha t ,  no m a t te r  how g re a t  a qu an 
t i ty  you possess, you can never 
be able to a t ta in  more th an  a small 
portion of the  to ta l  am ount avail 
able.

Knowledge is a powerful tool. I t  
can be used to  fix the  drip in the 
kitchen sink or to derive atomic 
theory. I t  has been used to build 
hula-hoops and empires. The two 
g re a te s t  empires in history , Greece
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leave. W andering  th rough  one of 
the  downtown stores one afternoon, 
I noticed a Charlo tte  College dis
play. The man in ch arge— I don’t  
rem em ber who it w as— gave me a 
copy of the school paper.

This in te res ted  me very  much. 
In i t  I read  of some high school 
chums who were a tten d in g  C.C. 
and doing ra th e r  well a t  it, too.

This paper I was given was one 
of the m ajo r  fac to rs  in my coming 
to  Charlo tte  College. I now thank  
m y  lucky s ta rs  t h a t i t  was there.

This is only one instance where 
our activity  fee is helpful. W hether 
it is basketball,  the  dances, or the 
newspaper, i t  is well used.

I t  m ay h u r t  when we open our 
purses, bu t  i t  is som ething we 
won’t  be sorry  we paid if— and 
only if— we ca rry  i t  th rough . Only 
we, the s tudents ,  can m ake  i t  work 
fo r  us. L e t ’s ge t behind and push. 
I am going to  t r y  h a rd e r  in the 
fu ture .

J.S.B., Jr.

Edi tors  and  COLLEGIAN:
I wish to express m y apprec ia 

tion to the  Assembly Committee 
fo r  the fine work i t  is doing in 
selecting p ro g ram s fo r  our e n te r 
tainm ent.

During  the m onth of December, 
we were favored  with a splendid 
p rogram  when Mr. Babin exhibited 
v ir tuosity  in p laying the piano. 
Miss Ellen Faull  gave a delightful 
p rog ram  on the evening of F eb 
rua ry  3. Also during  F eb ruary ,  
Sigm a T au Sigm a sponsored an 
insp iring  talk  by Mr. H a r ry  Golden.

Although m ost of us a re  willing 
to pay two or th ree  dollars to a t 
tend some sport ing  event, we are 
re lu c tan t  to  pay our money for 
en te r ta in m en t  in the fine a r ts .  I 
feel t h a t  the  Assembly Committee 
is providing us with an opportun ity  
to develop an apprecia tion of the 
f iner  th ings of life.

We, as a whole, are s tr iv ing  to 
w ard  an education; there fore ,  we 
m u s t  be aw are  of the fa c t  th a t  one 
should have an apprecia tion of the 
fine a r ts  if he wishes to obtain a 
well-rounded education.

I am looking fo rw ard  to our f u 
tu re  p ro g ram s vrith th e  an tic ipa 
tion t h a t  they  will m easure  up to 
the  s tandard  of excellence se t by 
the p as t  program s.

Again, I express  my “th a n k s” to 
the  Assembly Committee.

T ru la  Booth.

-  "BRAIN " -
R egular  Guys. Unless the scorned 
one spits upon the principles of 
self-improvement, he will never be 
a  Real Man.”— so th inks the a n t i 
intellectual force.

The s ituation  as it now stands 
is a pitiful one, indeed. The public 
has shunned the Brain  and, as a 
result,  has lost  all hope of re g a in 
ing the benefits  of i ts  fu ll  academic 
s t reng th .  The people have taken  
th e ir  stand. However shaky and un 
balanced it  m ay  be, i t  is the  s tand 
of the population. However ig n o r 
a n t  and uncomprom ising i t  m ay  be, 
i t  is the popular stand. I t  is up to 
the population to reverse  i ts  stand. 
Then, and only then, will the  Brain 
receive his due apprecia tion  and 
the  public receive the  benefits  of 
his intellect.

C. R.


