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There is more than meets the eye to the petition for 
separation of the College Union, presented to Dr. Cone 
by the College Union Governing Board. Before we discuss 
that, however, we would like to comment on a few things 
that do meet the eye in the body of this petition.

The first four paragraphs are fine, giving a brief 
but fairly competent resume of the history of the College 
Union from the time of its inception to the sixth of No
vember, at which time “the administrative body of the 
College Union, the Governing Board, held a meeting to 
discuss its function and responsibility.” (sic)

It is in the  fifth paragraph that questions begin 
to bother us: “ In considering the  consequences of a 
decision on a m atter tha t might well have been un
popular with the Student Legislature, it became evi
den t  tha t  the  Governing Board was in an untenable 
position." This sta tem ent bothers us not only because 
it is ra ther  vague, to say the least, but also because 
we are well aware of the constant effort by the Stu
den t  Legislature to cooperate in every way whenever 
they  are  asked to act in the only m atter of College 
Union business which concerns them — changes and 
revisions in the College Union Constitution.

This last point, we feel, is the crucial one. Despite 
the implications in this petition, the Student Legislature 
has absolutely nothing to do with the Governing Board 
in respect to creation, direction, or destruction. The only 
contact the Student Legislature has with the College 
Union, other than liaison, is through the Constitution; 
and this is only at such times as the Governing Board 
seeks Legislative approval of changes in that document. 
In other words, the College Union already has complete 
autonomy, bounded in its actions only by its own Con
stitution. Could it be that this reasonable boundary is 
proving to be too much?

Even more important to us is the fact that 
separation of the  College Union (which has the larg
est membership of all the Charlotte College organi
zations, the  entire s tudent body) from the chartering 
procedure of the Student Legislature (which uses 
this procedure to safeguard the democratic rights 
of s tudent members of Charlotte College organiza
tions) would violate the very basic principle, exem
plified in the present delegation of authority by the 
Administration, of s tudent self-government.

We are not saying, however, that the present sys
tem should be maintained. Dr. Slechta’s desire for a real
istic, legal and proper definition of lines of authority 
and responsibility is well founded. What we are saying 
is that the divorce of the student membership of the Col
lege Union from the Student Government is not neces
sary to accomplish this definition— nor is it wise, proper, 
or democratic.

Furthermore, it would behoove the Governing Board 
of the College Union to look within its own organization, 
if it can do so objectively, to see whether it possesses 
the organizational maturity and responsibility to be on 
its own. We think it is not. For one thing, the student 
membership of the College Union is powerless to bring 
about any structural changes in its organization. Also, 
there is no provision for the democratic safeguard of 
impeachment of the executive officers of the C. U. by 
the student members of that organization.

Finally, we would ask Dr. Cone to once again dem
onstrate her faith in and support of student self-govern
ment by giving strong consideration to the wishes and 
desires of her students in this matter which so greatly 
concerns us. We ask her permission only to keep our 
own house until such time as we show ourselves to be 
incapable of doing so responsibly— a time which we feel 
will not come as long as we have the benefit of her 

guidance.

Student Commends College's 
Enthusiastic, Pioneering Spirit
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E d ito r s ,  T h e  Colleg ian

C h a r lo t te  C ollege  is the  fo u r th  

college  I h a v e  a t t e n d e d  in  th e  p a s t  

th r e e  y e a r s .  I  h a v e ,  th e re fo re ,  e n 

c o u n te re d  m a n y  d i f fe ren t  facu l t ie s  

a n d  s tu d e n t  bod ies , n one  of w hich  

h a d  th e  e n th u s ia s m  a n d  q u a l i ty  of 

C h a r lo t te  College.

F o r  one th in g ,  in  none of th e s e  

th r e e  o th e r  co lleges , two of th e m  

of h igh  n a t io n a l  r a n k ,  w a s  th e re  

su c h  a  p r e p o n d e r a n c e  of highly  

q u a l i f ied  a n d  h ig h ly  e d u c a te d  in 

s t ru c to r s .  W hile  t h e r e  w e re  so m e  

h igh ly  q ua l i f ied  t e a c h e r s  a t  th e s e  

o th e r  in s t i tu t io n s ,  a  s tu d e n t  m a y  

n e v e r  h a v e  even  se en  one of th e m , 

s ince  c la s s e s  w e re  u su a l ly  t a u g h t  

by  g r a d u a t e  s tu d e n ts  a n d  a s s i s t a n t  

p ro fesso rs ,  none in te r e s te d  in  th e  

s tuden t,  b u t  only  i n t e r e s t e d  in th e i r  

ow n se lf -e s te e m  an d  se lf-advance-  

m e n t .

Also, th e r e  s e e m s  to  b e  a  p io n e e r 

ing  sp i r i t  h e r e  a t  C. C. P o ss ib ly  I 

a m  m is ta k e n ,  b u t  I  h a v e  th e  i m 

p re ss io n  th a t ,  b e s id e s  th e  c o n t r a c 

to rs  w o rk in g  b usi ly  o u ts ide ,  the  

s tu d e n t  body  is b u s i ly  bu ild ing  

C h a r lo t te  College in te rn a l ly ,  s t r iv 

ing, even  if th e y  do no t r e a l i z e  it, 

to  b e t t e r  th e m se lv e s ,  an d ,  in  so 

doing, C h a r lo t te  College .

I h a v e  m e n t io n e d  s o m e  good 

po in ts  a b o u t  C. C., b u t  I  w ould 

also  l ike to  regi.ster  ju s t  one  c o m 

p la in t ,  a  se e m in g ly  c o n t r a d ic to ry  

r e m a r k  to  w h a t  I  h a v e  ju s t  sa id, 

b u t  not r e a l ly  so, s in c e  t h e r e  a r e  

a lw a y s  ex c e p t io n s  to  even  th e  b es t  

^ t h i n g s .  L a s t  w eek  I  spoke  to som e-  

H one  who u se d  to t e a c h  h e r e  an d  

^ h e  m e n t io n e d  th a t ,  w h e n  C. C. 

^ b e g a n ,  t h e r e  w as  a  g r e a t  d e m a n d  

^ f o r  t e a c h e r s  a n d  p r a c t i c a l l y  th e  

only ones availabVfc a t  th e  t im e  
w e re  h igh  school t e a c h e r s .  T h ey  
w e re  p r o b a b ly  w ell q u a l i f ied  a t  
th e  t im e ,  b u t  in t im e  th e  s t a tu r e  
an d  q u a l i ty  of t e a c h in g  a t  C h a r  
lo t te  College in c r e a s e d .  T hese  
te a c h e r s  h a v e  no t  b e e n  a d e q u a te  
and ,  u n d e r s ta n d a b ly ,  h a v e  b een  
d ro p p e d  f ro m  th e  fa c u l ty .  H ow 
e v e r ,  th e r e  a r e  s til l  s o m e  r e m a i n 
ing. I h a v e  b e e n  c a u g h t  w ith  one 
of th ese  a n d  find  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  
m o s t  u n re w a rd in g .  I  fee l  I  a m  in 
a  f r e s h m a n  h igh  school class . 
P o ss ib ly  s o m e th in g  cou ld  b e  done 
a bou t  th is  p ro b le m ,  s in c e  th e  c la s s  
a s  a  w hole  fee ls  a s  I  do a n d  I  
h a t e  to  th in k  of th e  c la s s e s  of th e  
f u tu re  going  th ro u g h  w h a t  w e a r e  

ex p e r ie n c in g .

E x c e p t  fo r  th is  m in o r  c o m p la in t ,
I  h a v e ,  a s  I sa id ,  n e v e r  s e e n  su c h  
an  e n th u s ia s t i c  fee l ing  as  a t  C. C. 
L e a rn in g ,  a n d  th e  w hole  e d u c a 
t iona l  p ro c e ss  h a s  n e v e r  b een  so 
en jo y ab le ,  a n d  r e w a rd in g ,  a s  it  
h a s  b een  h e re .  T h e  s tu d e n ts  of 
C h a r lo t te  College shou ld  t ru ly  be  

_ p r o u d  of a  f ine  ins t i tu t ion .

3  —N a m e  w ithhe ld  b y  r e q u e s t

C. U. C h a p t e r

^ E d i t o r s ,  The Colleg ian

§  I h a v e  b een  in fo rm e d  by  the 
1  C h a i r m a n  of th e  College Union

th a t  th a t  o rg a n iz a t io n ’s su b o rd i 

na t io n  to th e  S tuden t  G o v e rn m e n t  

A ssoc ia t ion  h a s  b e e n  t e r m in a t e d  

by vote of th e  B o a rd  of G overnors ,  

pen d in g  a p p ro v a l  by  th e  P re s id e n t  
of the  college. I t a k e  a d v a n ta g e  
of th is l e t te r  to s t a te  m y  h e a r ty  

a p p ro v a l  of th is  m ove .

T he  College U nion should , b y  its  
v e ry  n a tu r e ,  b e  in  th e  top eche lons  
of o rg a n iza t io n  in a  college, s ince  
it, in  d i r e c t  c o n t r a s t  to  the  S tu d e n t  
G o v e rn m e n t  A ssocia t ion , p rov ides  
v a lu a b le  su p p o r t  s e rv ic e s  for  th e  
co l leg e ’s m a in  pu rp o se ,  t h a t  of 
f o rm a l  t r a in in g  in  v a r io u s  fields. 
U p  u n ti l  the  t im e  of th e  r e o rg a n i 
za tion , th e  College Union, as  
s im p ly  a n o th e r  c h a r t e r e d  o rg a n i 
za t ion  on c a m p u s ,  w a s  in  th e  posi 
tion of th e  p r i e s t  who h a d  to be 
told by  th e  ch o ir  boy how to ru n  
the  s e rv ic e —a s in g u la r ly  i n a p p ro 
p r ia te  position, to  b e  sure .

I t  is r ig h t  a n d  p ro p e r  fo r  both  
s tu d e n ts  a n d  fa c u l ty  m e m b e r s  to 
se rv e  in the  o rg a n iza t io n  of the 
Union, w hen  an d  w h e re  th e i r  p e r 
sona l  sc h ed u les  p e rm i t .  H ow ever ,  
all  p a r t i e s  c o n c e rn e d  (in the  final 
an a ly s is ,  all  p e r so n s  of a n y  r e l a 
tion to th e  college a t  all)  should 
k e e p  in  m in d  th e  f a c t  th a t  the  
College U nion is  a  p e r m a n e n t  o r 
gan iza t io n ,  w ith  a  m iss io n  of p r o 
fess iona l  im p o r t ,  an d  should be  
b e s t  ru n  b y  the  p ro fess iona ls .  F o r  
th is  r e a so n ,  if fo r  no o ther ,  th e  
S.G.A. is e n t i r e ly  ou t  of i ts  ju r is 
d ic t ion  in a t t e m p t in g  to “ c h a r t e r ” 
an  o rg a n iza t io n  w hich  will ex is t  
a n d  function , “ c h a r t e r ” o r  no 

“ c h a r t e r ” .

T ak ing  th is  t h e s i s  a s t e p  fu r 
t h e r  will lead  to th e  conc lus ion 
th a t  t h e  S.G.A. is out of its t e r r i 
t o ry  w h e n e v e r  the  p e r m a n e n t

physica l  p lan t  of th e  co l lege  is 

involved . T h is  is s o m e th in g  t h a t  

our  se n io r  ins t i tu t ions  in R a le ig h  

and  Chapel  Hill found  out th e  

h a rd  w ay ,  and ,  a s  a re su l t ,  a n y 

th ing  with  an y  p e r m a n a n c y  to 

it a t  all is a funct ion ,  not of the  
s tuden t  g o v e rn m e n t ,  bu t  of t h e  
a d m in i s t r a t i o n  th r o u g h  th e  C h a n 
ce l lo r ’s office, f ro m  th e  c a m p u s  
cop  d i r e c t in g  t r a f f i c  a t  a footba ll  
g a m e  to  the  r e s id e n t  ad v i s o r  In 
th e  d o rm i to ry .  P r o p e r  r e sp o n 
sib il ity  for  a func t ion  or  p iece  
of e q u ip m e n t  c a n n o t  be  a s s u m 
ed un less  the  o rg a n iz a t io n  o r  in
d iv idua l  a s s u m in g  such  re sp o n s i 
bility c a n  be  e x p e c te d  to  be 
a ro u n d  to do so. T h is  is t h e  s e c r e t  
of the  su c c e s s  of f r a t e r n i t i e s  
with  na t iona l  c h a r t e r s  — th e i r  
con t inu i ty , r e g a r d le s s  of who is 
in contro l  a t  a n y  g iven  t im e .

No s tu d e n t  g o v e rn m e n t  c a n  ex 
pe c t  to h a v e  th is  k in d  of co n t in u 
ity. S tu d e n t  G o v e rn m e n t ,  indeed ,  
c a n n o t  b e  e x p e c te d  to  c o n d u c t  i ts  
a f fa ir s  in  the  po lished  p ro fe s s io n 
al m a n n e r  t h a t  m u s t  b e  r e q u i r e d  
of p e r m a n e n t  s u p p o r t  se rv ic e s .  
S tr ic t ly  sp e ak in g ,  th en ,  s tu d e n t  
g o v e rn m e n t ,  b y  i ts  v e r y  n a tu r e ,  is  
a m a t e u r —a n d  th e  r e a d e r ,  in  th is  
p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e ,  is w e lc o m e  to 
ta k e  t h a t  w o rd  in  a n y  m a n n e r  he  
se es  fit. A m a te u r s  do no t  te ll  p r o 
fess iona ls  how  to  do th e i r  job.

S a m u e l  0 .  L in d e m a n

(E D I T O R 'S  N O T E :  Mr.  L inde 
m a n  is s l ight ly  m i s t a k e n  in his 
le t te r .  The Col lege  Union " s u b 
o rd ina t ion  to  th e  S tu d en t  G o v 
e r n m e n t  A s so c ia t io n "  h a s  not 
been  t e r m in a t e d .  H ow ever ,  a pe 
ti t ion h a s  been  s u b m i t t e d  to Dr. 
Cone for  such  a m e a s u re .  See  

S to ry  on P a g e  1.-

Dear Boss
d e a r  boss

th is  is  the  s to ry  of p e t e r  an d  th e  w o lfm an

e a c h  c h a r a c t e r  in  th is  t a le  is r e p re s e n te d  by  a  d i f fe ren t

i n s t r u m e n t  of po l i t ica l  p r o p a g a n d a

th e  b ird  b y  th e  t r u th

the  d u c k  b y  low snow

th e  p u s s y c a t  b y  a  m a r t i n e t  in v e ry  c a s h  r e g i s te r

g r a n d m a m a  by  w isdom

the  w o lfm an  by  th e  h o rns  of a  d i l e m m a

a n d  p e t e r  the  h e ro  is r e p re s e n te d  b y  s t r a in e d  in fe re n c e

a n d  now d e a r  boss  th e  t im e  is r ig h t  a n d  h e r e  is o u r  s to ry

e a r ly  one ev en in g  w hen  th e  full m o o n  w a s  co m in g  o v e r  th e

m o u n ta in  a n d  th e  long wool w a s  co m in g  ov e r  th e  e y es

p e t e r  w e n t  out into th e  field to p la y  in  th e  c r a b g r a s s

a n d  g r a n d m a m a  c a m e  out to s ta n d  b y  the  g a te  a n d  w a tc h  o v e r

p e te r  who could do no w rong

ev e ry o n e  w a s  b liss fu l  as  the  d u c k  p la y e d  w ith  l i t t le  P e t e r

ev e ry o n e  felt sa fe  in the  k n ow ledge  t h a t  shou ld  confl ic t

a r i s e  th e n  t r u th  could b e  found in  the  v o ice  of th e  b i r d

su d d e n ly  c a m e  the  howl of th e  w o lfm a n  on  h o rn s  of a  d i l e m m a

the  b i rd  opened  its  m o u th  to s in g  i ts  c a n t a t a  of t r u th

b u t  p e t e r  h a d  t ro u b le  h e a r in g  the  so n g  b e c a u s e  th e  p u s s y c a t
w as  m e o w in g  in v e r y  c a s h  r e g i s te r  w hile  i t  c r e p t  s te a l th i ly
th ro u g h  th e  c r a b g r a s s  on i ts  p a w s  of v e lv e t
th e  d u c k  sa w  th e  p u s s y c a t  co m in g  a n d  t r ie d  to h ide  its
h e a d  in  its  low snow a n d  then

b u t  t h a t  is  a n o th e r  c h a p te r  boss  so tu n e  in n e x t  is s u e  fo r  
a n o th e r  in s ta l lm e n t  of p e te r  f a c e s  s tr ife  
p a r a b ly  you rs  
vw the  b ee t le

p o s ts c r ip t
b e a u ty  is only sk in  d eep  b u t  u g l in ess  goes all th e  w a y  dow n 

vw


