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CHAiTElt XIV.
CAUGHT my breath sharply,m I did not say anything. 1 feit
that I did not a4rtasMl the
Inspector sufficiently yet to

speak. He termed to be pleased with
my reticence. At all events, his mea
ner grew even kinder as he said:

"This Seers Is a witness we mst
have. He Is being looked for now.
high and low, and we hope to get some
clew to hts whereabouts before night
that U, If he la ia this city. Mean
while we are all gtad I am. sure you
are also to spare so distinguished
gentleman aa Mr. Grey the slightest
annoyance."

"And Mr. Durand? Whst of htm la
this luterlmr

"We will hare to await developments.
I see no other way. my dear."

It was kindly said, but my head
drooped. This waiting was what was
killing him and killing me. The In-

spector saw and gently patted my
band.

"Come," aald he, "you hare head
enough to see that it is never wise to
force matters." Then, possibly with aa
intention of rousing me, he remarked:
"There is another small fact which

fto intention of adding anything to this
very unsatisfactory explanation.

I should not but you were willing
to do so much for us I must set aakle
my principles a little and do some-
thing for you. After all. it is only
forestalling the reporters by a day.
Miss Van Arsdale, this is the story:
Yesterday morning a man was shown
into this room and said that he had
information to give which might pos-
sibly prove to have some bearing on
the Fairbrother case. I had seen the
man before and recognized him at the
first glance as one of the witnesses
who made the inquest unnecessarily
tedious. Do you remember Jones, the
caterer, who had only two or three
facts to give and yet who used up the
whole afternoon in trying to state
those facts?"

"I do, indeed," I answered.
. "Well, he waa the man. and I own

that I was none too delighted to see
him. But be was more at his ease with
me than I expected, and I soon learned
what he had to tell. It was this: One
of his men had suddenly left him, one
of his very best men one of those who
had been with him In the capacity of
waiter at the Ramsdell bait It was
not uncommon for his men to leave
him, but they usually ga ve notice. This
man gave no notice. He simply did
not show up at the usual hour. This
was a week or two ago. Jones, hav-
ing a liking for the man, who was an
excellent waiter, sent a messenger to
his lodging bouse to see if he were 111.

But he had left his lodgings with as
little ceremony as be had left the ca-

terer.
"This under ordinary circumstances

would have ended the business; but
there being some great function in
prospect Jones did not feel like losing
so good a man without making an ef-

fort to recover him, so he looked up
his references in the hope of obtaining

Just U'Ko to apeak and," tomay Interest you. It concerns the wsltj , ,
er, Wellgood; recommended, as r 7f Z? ,Wtr uffl.cWt,t 'even now tawill remember, by thla Sears, la I tuemy
talk with Jones it lesked out ss a mat-
ter of small moment and so It was to
him. that this Wellgood waa the waiter
who ran and picked up the diamond
after It fell from Mr. Grey's hsnd."

"Ah!"
"This may mean nothing It meant

nothing to Jones but I Inform you of
it because there Is a question I want
to put to you In this connection. You
smile."

"Did ir I meekly answered. "I do
not know why."

This waa not true. I bad been wait
ing to see why the Inspector had ao
honored me with all these disclosures.
almost with his thoughts. Now I saw.
He desired something In return.

You were on the scene st this very
moment" he proceeded, after a brief
contemplation of my face, "and you
must have seen this man when he lift
ed the jewel and handed It back to Mr.
Grey. Did you remark hla features?"

No, air; I was too far off. Besides,
my eyea were on Mr. Grey."

That Is a pity. I wss In bones you
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about our patient's breakfast when
Mr. Grey came Into the sitting room
and met me face to face. Ha had
newspaper in bis hand and my heart
stood still as I noted his altered looks
and disturbed manner. War tbetw
due to anything he had found in thou
columns? It was with difficulty that I
kept my eyes from the paper which
he held in such a manner as to dis-
close its glaring headlines. These I
dared not read with his eyes fixed on
mine.

How Is Miss Grey? How Is my
daughter?" be asked in great haste
and uneasiness. "Is she better this
morning, or worse?" .

Better," I assured him, and was
greatly astonished to see his brow in-
stantly clear.

Really 7" he asked. "You really
consider her better? The doctors say
so, but I have not very much faith in
doctors in a case like this," he added.

"I have seen no reason to distrust
them," I protested. "Miss Grey's ill-

ness, while severe, does not appear to
be of an alarming nature. But then, I
have had very little experience out of
the hospital. I am young yet Mr.
Grey."

He looked as if he quite agreed
with me in this estimate of myself.
and, with a brow still clouded, passed
into his daughter's room, the paper in
his band. Before I joined them I
found and scanned another Journal.
Expecting great things, I was both
surprised and disappointed to find only
a small paragraph devoted to the Fair--
brother case. In this it was stated
that the authorities hoped for new
light on this mystery as soon as they
had located a certain witness, whose.
connection with the crime they had
just discovered. No more, no less,
than was contained in Inspector Dal-zell- 's

letter. How could I bear it the
suspense, the doubt and do my duty '

to my patient! Happily, I had no
choice. I had been adjudged equal
to this business and I must prove my-
self to be so. Perhaps my courage
would revive after I had had my
breakfast; perhaps then I should be
able to fix upon the identity of the new
witness something which I found myi
self Incapable of at this moment

These thoughts were on my mind as
I crossed the rooms on my way back
to Miss Grey's bedside.. By the time I
reached her. door I was outwardly calm,
as her first words showed:

"Oh, the cheerful smile I It makes
me feel better in spite of myself."

If she could have seen into my heart!
Mr. Grey, who was leaning over the

foot of the bed, cast me a quick glance
which was not' without its suspicion.
Had he detected roe piayIn jf a part, of
were such doubts as he displayed the
product simply of his own uneasiness?
I was not able to decide, and with this
unanswered question added to the
number already troubling me I was
forced to face the day which, for aught
I knew, might be the precursor of
many others equally trying and un-

satisfactory.
But help was near. Before noon I

received a message from my uncle to
the effect that if i could be spared he
would be glad to see me at his home
as near S o'clock as possible. What
could he want of me? I could not
guess, and it was with great inner
perturbation that having won Mr.
Grey's permission, I responded to his
summons.

I found my uncle awaiting me in a
carriage before his own door, and I
took my seat at his side without the
least idea of his purpose. I supposed
that he had planned this ride that he
might talk to me unreservedly and
without fear of Interruption. But I
soon saw that he had some very differ-
ent object in view, for not only did he
start down town instead of up, but his
conversation, such as it was, confined
itself to generalities and studiously
avoided the one topic of supreme in-

terest to us both.
At last &s we turned into Bleecker

street I let my astonishment and per-
plexity appear.

"Where are we bound?" I asked.
"It cannot be that you are taking me
to see Mr. DurandV"

"No," said he and said no more.
"Ah, police headquarters!" I faltered

as the carriage made another turn and
drew up before a building I had reason
to remember. "Uncle, what am I to
do here?' '

"See a friend," he answered as he
helped me to alight Then as I fol
lowed him in some bewilderment he
whispered in my ear: "Inspector Dal
Eel. He wants a lew minutes con
versation with you."

Oh, the weight which fell from my
shoulders at these words! I was to
hear, then, what had intervened be-

tween me and my purpose. The wear-
ing night I had anticipated was to be
lightened with some small spark of
knowledge. I had confidence enough
in the kind hearted inspector to be
sure of that I caught at my uncle's
arm and squeezed it delightedly, quite
eblivious of the curious glances I must
have received from the various officials
we Dassed on our way to the in
spector's office.

We found him waiting for us, and I
experienced such pleasure at sight of
his kind and earnest face that I hardly
aced retreat tm the door
closed behind him.

"Oh, inspector, what has happened?'
I impetuously exclaimed In answer to
his greeting. "Something that will
help Mr. Durand without disturbing
Mr. Grey have you as good news for
me as that?"

"Hardly," he answered, moving up a
chair and seating me in it with a fa-thr- lv

air which under the circum
stances was more discouraging than
consolatory. "We hare simply heard
of a new witness, or, rather, a fact
has come to light which has turned our
Inouiries into a new direction.

"And and you cannot tell me what

the Alcove.
By ANNA KATHARINE GREEN.
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CHAPTER XIII. .
Y patient slept that night, but 1

M did not The shock given by
this sudden cry of "Halt!" at
the very moment I was about

to make my great move, the uncertain-
ty as to what it meant and my doubt
of its effect upon Mr. Durand's posi
tion put me on the anxious seat and
kept my thoughts fully occupied till
morning.

I was very tired and must have
shown it when, with the first rays of a
very meager sun, Miss Grey softly un-
closed her eyes and found nie looking
at her, for her smile had a sweet com
passion in it, and she said jus she
pressed my hand:

You must have watched nie all
night I never saw any one look so
tired or so good," she softly finished.

I had rather she had not uttered that
last phrase. It did not fit me at the
moment did not fit me perhaps at any
time. Good I. when my thoughts had
not been with her, but with Mr. Du- -

rand; when the dominating feeling in
my breast was not that of relief, but a
vague regret that I had not been al-

lowed to make my great test and so
establish, to my own satisfaction at
least the perfect innocence of my lov
er even at the cost of untold anguish
to this confiding girl, upon whose gen
tle spirit the very thought of crime
would cast a deadly blight

I must have flushed certainly I
showed some embarrassment for her
eyes brightened with shy laughter as
she whispered:

You do not like to be praised an
other of your virtues. You have too
many. I have only one I love my
friends."

She did. One could see that love
was life to her.

For an Instant I trembled. How
near I had been to wrecking this gen
tie soul! Was she safe yet? I was not
sure. My own doubts were not satis
fled. I awaited the papers with fever
ish Impatience. They should contain
news. News of what? Ah, that was
the question!

"You will let me see my mail this
morning, will you not?" she asked as I
busied myself about her.

. "That Is for the doctor to say,"
smiled. "You are certainly better this
morning."

"It is so hard for me not to be able
to read his letters! or to write a word
to relieve his anxiety."

Thus she told me her heart's secret,
and" unconsciously added another four--
den to my already too heavy load.

DOCTORS MISTAKES
Are said often to be buried six feet under
ground. But many times women call on
their familv nhysicians, suffering, as they
imagine, one from dyspepsia, another from
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reaaon he was not there rrou, Is
his steward and goerl factotum,"

Oh! And It was be who recom
mended Welhjuodr

--Yes."
"And did Mr. June r him?"
"No. The bouae. you n-ti- u tnlwr. it

ckwed. Mr. Fatrbrwlfcer oa tfavins
town gave his srrrauts a vacation.
His steward he took with him that I.
they started together. But we bar
no mention made of htiu in our trie- -

grsnia from Santa Ke. lie iin not
seem to hsve followed Mr. Fairbrother
Into the mountain."

"You say that in s peculiar way." I
remarked.

"Because it has struck us icullarly.
Where is Sears now? And why did
he not go on with Mr. Fairbrother
when he left home with every appar
ent intention of accompanying htm to
the Pladde mine? Miss Van Aradale,
we were impressed with this fart when

The boy confentd.
we heard of Mr. Falrbrdther's lonely
trip from where he was) taken ill to
his mine outside of Santa Fe. but we
have only given It Its due Importance
since hearing what has come to us to
day.

"Miss Van Arsdale," continue the in
spector as I looked up quickly, "I am
going to tell you what our men have
learned about this Sears. As I have
said before, it is but forestalling the
reporters by a day, and it may help
you to understand why I sent you such
peremptory orders to stop when your
whole heart was fixed on an attempt
by which you hoped to right Mr. Du
rand. We' cannot afford to disturb so
distinguished a person as the one you
have under your eye, while the least
hope remains of fixing this crime else-
where. And we have such hope. This
mnn, this Sears, is by no means the
simple character one would expect
from his position.

"Considering the short time we have
had (It was only yesterday that Jones
found his way Into this office), we have
unearthed some very Interesting facts
in his regard. Ills devotion to Mr.
Fairbrother was never any secret and
we knew as much about that the day
after the murder as we do now. But
the feelings with which he regarded
Mrs. Fairbrother well, that is another
thing and it was not till last night we
heard that the attachment which bound
him to her was of the sort which takes
no account of youth or age, fitness or
unfitness. He was no Adonis, and old
enough, we are told, to be her father;
but for all that we have found several
persons who can tell strange stories of
the persistence with which his eager
old eyes would follow her whenever
chance threw them together dnrlng the
time she remained under her husband's
roof, and others who relate, with even
more avidity, how, after her removal
to apartments of her own, he used to
spend hours in the adjoining park just'
to catch a glimpse of her figure as she
crossed the sidewalk on her way to
and from her carriage. Indeed, his
senseless, almost senile passion for this
magnificent beauty . became a byword
In some mouths, and it only escaped
being mentioned at the inquestrom re-
spect to Mr. Fairbrother, who bad never
recognized this weakness in his steward.
and from its lack of visible connection
with her horrible death and the steal
ing of her great Jewel. Nevertheless,
we have a witness now it Is astonish-
ing how many witnesses we can scare
up by a little effort who never thought
of coming forward themselves who
can swear to having seen him one night
shaking his fist at her retreating figure
as she stepped haughtily by him into
her apartment bouse. This witness is
sure that the man he saw thus gesticu-
lating was Sears, and he Is sure the
woman was Mrs. Fairbrother. The
only thing he Is not sure of ia how his
own wife will feel when she bears that
he was in that particular neighborhood
on that particular evening, when he
was evidently supposed to be some-
where else." And the inspector
laughed.

"Is the steward's disposition a bad
one," I asked, "that this display of
feeling should impress you so much?"

"I don't know what to say about that
yet Opinions differ on this point His
friends speak of him as the mildest
kind of a man, who without native ex-

ecutive skill could not manage the
great household he has In charge. ' His
enemies and we have unearthed a few

say, on the contrary, that they have
never had any confidence In bis quiet
ways; that these were not in keeping
with the fact of his having been a Cal
ifornia miner In the early fifties.

"You can see I am putting you very
nfarly where we are ourselves. Nor
do .1 Bee why I should not add that
this passion of the seemingly subdued
but really hotheaded steward for a
woman, who, nejer showed him any
thing but what he might call an in-

sulting indifference, struck us as
clew to be worked up, especially after
we received this answer to a telegram
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had left

giving them my fullest attention.
After some eipreslon of astonish-

ment ea tbs pert of the tujoctor as to
the plight la which the other freer Died
himself, the Utter broke out:

"I've just esrstied deetbt 1 11 tell
o shout that later. What t want to
ell you now Is thst the men wo want

Is la town. I ssw him lat nkht or
his shadow, which Is the same thine.
It was In the house In EUhty sixth
street the house they sll think closed.
He came In with a key and"

"Waitl You have hlmr
"No. It's a long story, air- "-
"Tell itr
The tone waa dry. The Inspector was

evidently disappointed.
"Don't blame me till you bear," said

the ether. "He la no common crook.
This is how it was: You wanted the
snsperfs photograph and a rpeclutea
of his writing. I knew no better plare
to look for them than la his own room
in Mr. Fairbrotbers boose. I accord-
ingly got the necessary warranty aa

(Continued on last page.)
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some clew to his present whereabouts.
"He kept all such matters In a spe

cial book and expected to have no
trouble In . finding the man's name.
James Wellgood, or that of his former
employer, but when he came to con-

sult this book be was astonished to find
that nothing was recorded against this
man's name but the date of his first
employment March 15.

"Had he hired him without a recom
mendation? He would not be likely to,
yet the page was clear of all reference;
only the name and the date. But the
date! You have already noted its" sig
nificance, and later he did too. The
day of the Ramsdell ball! The day of
the great murder! As he recalled the
Incidents of that day he understood
why the record of Wellgood's name
was unaccompanied by the usual refer
ence. It naa Deen a cumcuit aay au
round. The functlon"was an important
one and the weather bad. There was,
besides, an unusual shortage in bis
number of assistants. Two men had
that very morning been laid up with
sickness, and when this able looking,
self confident Wellgood presented him-

self for immediate employment be took
him out of hand with the merest glance
at what looked like a very satisfactory
reference.

Later, he had Intended to look up
this reference, which he had been care-
ful to preserve by sticking It along
with other papers, on his spike file.
But In the distractions following the
untoward events of the evening he
had neglected to do so, feeling per-
fectly satisfied with the man's work
and general behavior. Now it was a
different thing. The man had left
him summarily, and he felt Impelled to
hunt up the person who had recom-
mended him and see whether this-wa- s

the first time that Wellgood had repaid
good treatment with bad. Running
through the papers with which his file
was now full he found that the one
he sought was not 'there. This roused
him in good earnest, for he was cer-

tain that he had not removed it him-
self and there was no one else who
had the right to do so. He suspected
the culprit, a young lad who occasion
ally had access to his desk. But this
boy was no longer in the office. He
had dismissed him for some petty fault
the previous week, and it took him
several days to find him again. Mean
time his anger grew and when he final
ly came face to face with the lad he
accused him of the suspected trick
with so much vehemence that the in
evitable happened, and the boy con
fessed. This Is what he acknowledged.
He had taken the reference off the file,
but only to give it to Wellgood him
self, who had offered him money for It
When asked how much money, the
boy admitted that the sum was ten
dollars an extraordinary amount from
a poor man for so simple a service, if
the man merely wished to secure his
reference for future use; so extraor
dinary that Mr. Jones grew more and
more pertinent in his Inquiries, elicit
ing finally what he surely could not
have hoped for in the beginning the
exact address of the party referred to
in. the paper he had stolen, and which,
for some reason, the boy remembered.
It was an uptown address, and, as
oon as the caterer could leave his

business, he took the elevated and pro
ceeded to the specified street and num-
ber.

"Miss Tan Arsdale, a surprise await
ed him, and awaited us when he told
the result of his search. The name at
tached . to the recommendation had
been 'Hiram Sears, Steward.' He did
not know of any such man perhaps
you do. But when he reached the
house from which the recommendation
was dated, he saw that it was one of
the great houses of New York,
though he could not at the instant re-

member who lived there. But he soon
found out The first passerby told
him. Miss Tan Arsdale, perhaps you
can do the same. The number was

Eighty-sixt- h street"
" !" I repeated, quite aghast "Why,

Mr. Fairbrother himself! The hus-
band of

"Exactly so, and Hiram Sears, whose
na ma mn maw fcnva haarrl mAnHnnaA
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Mattress, you should be
reasonably happy.

Cheap

PICTURES

simply mean
disappoint

ment money
wasted. You

want good .

pictures that
you are not
ashamed to
show your

friends.

We Make Them
X

STONE
I j ii- (H Main Street.

NOTICE!
fpv- - T?rt1 rVmm IftflinnArM for the
i. lie jjuai v ww - -

County of Cabarrus will, receive sealed
bias up to noon ucvouet 4-t-u, ioui, u

cord, N. C, for grading and macadamiz
ing about ten iniies OI puuuc ruau u

j a lan ahnilt one
mile on Concord and Charlotte road.
Plans and specincauon my ux,UrVl
application w w- - o- -

neer, Loncora, .

Chairman County Commissioners.
for sale,u i

A YTr. muSi with the
tanks, an necessary pipiug, ew

Superior Food
Products.

We huv our Cider Vin'gar from
H. J. Lk-i- Co., a concern that
sells no eider, but puts the whole
of the t'.rst pressing of the apples,
and only that, into cider vinegar.

The r vinegar is strictly pure, of
fine ticor, and we offer it and
giiara: t e its quality with perfect
confidence We also have Heipz's
1'ure Tickling Vinegar.

Dove-Bo- st Co.
'Phone 21.

INSURANCE
Cotton Gins,

Fire Hazard is very Great

I'rofitt yourself by insuring
with the

THOS.W. SMITH, Manager
in' St. Cloud Hotel Building.

Tbone No. 231.
!;; t - ,

Elegant Residence Lot.
i'or sak-t- he Black lot on North Unionrt. Size 1)8x300 feet. Mnt Hiro.

LooMronnd HereUnd Yon Will See

Many Other Things Too Tedious

to Llention. Gome and See.

Bell & Harrisyour horses against loss by deathInsure any cause whatsoever with the
Southern Live Stock Insurance Co., of

High Point, N. C. Paid in capital is $50,
000 in cash. Jno. K. Patterson, Agt. 86

tHa': 'int rcsidence lot in Concord. The
llrm'v.:n,enadeeasT. this fact is?" I faltered as he showed

ea Only ior eiecirii; pwww . " "

bDsrrui, i imw ouice.Aui JO JNO K. PATTERSON & CO


