PART ONE
The Awakening

CHAPTER I
Groping in the Dark

TIE convict gang had & pleasant

place to work today. Thelr road

building had taken them some
miles from the scattered outskirts of
Walla Walla, among féjds green
with growing barley. X

The convicts themselves were in a
genial mood, easlly moved to wide
grins; and with a_gingle exception
they locked much like any other road
gang. Curiously enough, whenever
the warden's thought dwelt upon
the inmates of his prison, there was
always one wind-tanned, vivid face,
ons brawny, tawering form that
scemed to demand individual <con-
slderation. The man who was listed
on the records us Ben Kinney wab
distinctly an individual.

“That's the queerest case we ever
had here at Walla Walla,” Sprigley
told his fellow guard, as they
watched the man’s pick swing In the
alr. “Sometimes I #onder whether
'he ought to be here or not. Look al
that face—he hasn't any mogp of @
criminal face than I have.”

The other guard, Howard, scanned
his companion’s face with mock care.

“Now let me tell you how they
happened to catch hi Maybe you
heard—he and Dago"Frank were In

» the act of breaking Into the Western-
Danish Bank, Thcy were in tLhe
alley, in the act of jimmying & win-
dow, and all at once Kinney straight-
ened up as {f.something bad hit him
and let the jimmy fall with a thump
to the pavement. He put his hands
to his head, llke & man with a head-
ache. And the next instant a cop
came running from the mouth of the
alley.

"I’{}nney was heeled, but he didn't
even pull his gun. Now let me tell
you another queer thing. You know,
the chief has started a system here
to keep track of all the' prisoners.
He has.them all fill out a card. Well,
when this man Kinney turned In his
card, he had written ‘Ben’ on it, but
the rest was absolutely blank,

“Mr. Mitchell thought at first that
the man couldn’'t write. It turned
out, though, that he can write—an
intelligent hand, and spell good too.
Then Mitchell decided he was just
sulking, but I'm confident I know
the enswer, The reason *he didn't
fill out that card was because he
couldn't remember.

“He couldn't remember where or
when he was born, or who were his |
folks, or where he had come from, or
how he had spent his life. Amnesia—
that's what the doctors call it—am?
nesia following some sort of & men-’
tal trouble. In the &nd you'll see
that I'm right."

There had been quite a northern
migration lately, these late spring
days. The last of the waterfowl had
passed by now, but the northern mli-
gration was not yet done,

Ben thought about them as birds
of passage, and the thought amused
him. And at the sight of a small,
stooped figure advancing toward him
up the railroad right-of-way he
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serutiny of the man’s outline, his
carriage and his droil, wrinkied face,
the prisoner Kinney was moved and
stirred as if confronted by the risen
dead,

The old man himself hailted, re
turning Kinney's stare. Kinney's
mind seemed to be reaching. groping
for s=ome astonishing truth that
eluded him. |
The old man ran, in great strides,

toward him. “My God, aren’'t you
Ben Darby?” he demanded.
The convict angwered him as from
a great distance, his vbice cool and
calm and with an infinite cértainty.
“Ot cour,e," he sald "Of course
I'm Darby.”

For the moment that chance meet-
Ing thrilled alli the spectators with
the sensc of monumental drama. The
convicts stared; Howard, the second
guard, started absurdly, rather gulit-
fly, when the old man whirled to-
ward him.

“What are you doing with BEen
Darby In a convict gang?” the old
wanderer demanded.

“What am I doin'?” Howhrd's as-
tonishment- gave way to esighteous

THE OLD MAN RAN IN GREAT
STRIDES TOWARD HIM.

#

indignation, *“I'm guardin’ convicts,
that's what I'm a-doin'.”

The old man had turned his @ves
agaln to the tall, trembling figure of

Be -

‘%en. Ben!” he sald, evidently
struggling with deep emotion. “What
are you doing here?”. :

“Five years—{or burglary,” he an-
swered simply. “Guilty, too—I don't
know hnything more. And I can't
remember—who you are.”

" “You don't know me?" Some of
Ben's own bewilderment scemed 10
pass to him. “You know Ezra Mel-
ville—" -

Sprigley stépped quickly Y Mel-
ville's side. "He's suffering loss
memory,” _he explained swiftly.
“This is the first time he ever re-
called his ownh name."

Melville gazed at him in Incredu-
lous astonishment, then turned to
Sprigley. “May I talk to you about
this case?” he asked quietly, “If
not to you, who can I talk to? There
are a few points that might help to
clear np—"'

[sure,” Forest told him.

 start,

what do these mean to you?—Thun-
der Lake—Abner Darby—Edith Dar
by—MacLean’s College—"

Absier Darby! It waa ctrious

Pfwhat a flood of tenderness swept

through Ben as, whispering, he re-
prated the name. Since his own was
Darpy, Abner Darby was, in all
probability, his father; but his rea-
soning intelligence, rather than his
mgmory, told him so.

he namé of Edith Darby con-
jured up in his mind a childhood
playmate—a girl with towzléd yellow
curls and chubby, confiding lttle
hands, . . . But these dim mem-
ory-pictures went no further: thers
were no later visions of Edith as &
voung woman, bloszoming with vir-
gin beauty. The third name of the
thrée, MacLean's College, called up
no memories whatever.
“They'll strengtheén o time, I'm
" *“Put them
out of your mind, for now. Let it
be blpnk.” The allenist again leaned
toward him, his eyes searching.
There ensued an Instant’s pause, pos-
gessing a certaln quality of suspense,
Trhen Forest spoke quickly, aharply.
“\Wolf Darby!
In responsée 4 curfouts tremor
passed over Ben's frame, giving in
some Azgree the effect of a violent
“Wo!f Darby,” he repeated
hesitantly. “Why do you call me
that?"
“The very fact that you know the
name refers to you, -not someone
else, shows that that blunted mem-
ory of yours has begun to Tunction
In ' sonie degree. Now think. What
do you know about ‘Wolf' Darby?”
Ben tried in wvain to find an an-
swer. . A whole world of meaning
lingered just beyond the reach of
his groping.mind; but always it
eluded him. Forest suddenly spoke
to old Ezra Melville; and the latter
put a smail, cardboard box into his
hands. . '
“I want you to see what I have
here,” Forest told-Ben. ‘'“They were
your own possessions once—you sent
them yourself to Abner Darby, your
late father—and I want yor to see
if you remember them."
Evidently this was the climax in
the examindtion. Forest opened the
box, taking therefrom a roll of white
cotton. This he slowly unrolled, re-
vealing two small, ribboned orna-
ments 'of gold or bronze.

Ben's starting eyes fastened on
them. No doubt he recognized them.

“The Victorfa Cross, of course,”
he said slowly, brokenly, *“I won
it, didn't I—the day—that day at
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The condition of Mes. J. L. Harteell
who his beem M1 for the past wotk, I
reporied today as «fightly improved

Strict middiing cotton on the
market Is quoted as 25 12
pound today ;. cotton seed at T2

por bushgl

Ten cases were dockeled In
ccugl this morning Seven of the ae-
fendsnts ®ere charged with infosies-
tio and the othe: three were charged
\slh aesaults .

Mr. Agdison Crowveil, formerly of
Nos. aidd S townships, moved his
family to\Coneord lgst Thursday. e
orcuples the W. W Johnson on Lebe
street, which he recently purchased.

The girls of the Laura Sunderiand
Hehool wish to express thelr apprecia-
tion to the Woman's lub Rotarians
and Kiwanians for the cars sent for
them that they might attend Dr. Bar
ker's lecture Wednosfla v afternoon,

No new cases of Jdisease. were e
ported te Dr. 8. E Buchanan, county
healh officer, this morning: -~ One
phgsician of this city stated Saturday
night that health conditions here gen.
ernlly are good. :

Mr. B D Gosdman, county farm
ag.at, hes  returned from  Raleigh,
where he attended a meeting of azents
from all parts of the ~tate,.  The met.
Ing was very inferesting and helpfual,
Mr. Goodman =fated

Himpeon, star cemnter on
foothall team for the past thres Years,

feam, For the past two years he has
been chosen all-state center on =everal
tenms,

Willinm Archie, $monthsold son of

townsghip, died yesterday afternoon af
1:45 o'clock. Fimeral services were
held this afternoon st 2 o'ciock and
interment was made in the cemetefy
ar Fairview, where the funeral ser-
vices were held. X
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Just one week until Christmas, If
you have any shopying to be done now
is the time to do i1 If yon -have
packages to be mailed new Is the time
to mail them, There will be just five
shopping day= after tod#h, and Christ-
mas Day will be here before you know
Bs L

We begin today the publieation of a
most fascinating serinl story, “The
Sky Line of Sprice.”
of romance and advenfure in the wilds
df the Cariben Range in British Co-
Inmbia. Be sure to read the opening
chgpter, which will he found on page
iwo today.

Hogh Grey, tor the pnust several
vears ead foothall roach at Davidson,
Saturday resigned. and announced that
he will efter Guskivgs, The athletic
authorities at Daridson bave not*yet
announced his sncecessor. Jack Black,
of the Pioneer Mill neighborhood, is
mentiond as a possible successor to
Conch Grey,

Messrs. Robert 1. and Homer Phil-
lips, of Rowan Ceunty, Mr, and Mrs.
Osear. Phillips, of Albémarie, and Mr,
Melville Phillips. "of Charlotte, are
here today to attend s dinner at the
home of Mrs, Andrew J. Winecoff, the

Mrs. Winecoff. Segeral other guests
were also present at the dinmer.

Trinity's |

Las been elected caprain of the 14235

Mr. and Mrs. W, Y. Sherrill, of No. 2§

This Is a story]

oceasion being the [¥8rd birthday et
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il Be Open Eve-

nings Until 9 O'clock.

H Big Before Christmas Salc
Now Going On

DAYS OF OUR BIG CHRIN
MAS SALE!

. This is your chance to save money on Xmas pree:
Every day-we add new specials in each departmen: |
this Big Sale, besides those which we are already oficr

So do not wait until the last days before Xmas to de.
shopping but come now and get vour chaice. “See \\;

|4

dow Display.”
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ONLY FIVE MORE

Beginning
Xmas.

Store Open Eiven
Taday
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A FEW SUGGESTIONS
FOR
CHRISTMAS GIFTS

Read over the lisr below,
it will help you weside. We
have presents to suit every
one—Gifts of Real Valde—

For Women

Slnliunrry

Handkerchiefs

Work Baskets

White Comb and Brush -
Collar and Cuff Sets
Manicuring Sets

Beads

Pins

Pocket Books

Cutex Sets

Face Powder

Toilet Water

Totlet Articles of all kinds
Umbrellas
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l'uﬂ(r_\
Gloves

And many Others not men

tioned here

Small Gifts For Men.

Give These
Appreciated -

:"Ik iil:-[‘
Woal Hose
lft:l.\

Woo! Scaris
Silk Scarfs
Neck Ties
L."”'dl"\

Cuff Buttons
Shirts
Underwear
Hand Bags
Kid Gloves
Suspenders
Hose Supporters
Sweaters ¢

they

will

be
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for thes

Hlankets

Sheets

Bed Spread

g .
l‘ CANE

Rugs

,‘: .h"l n

Fable L.inen
lanen N

Janen
Hosiery
Ihhlf\

Wind
Pillows

Srowome

b
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Unsigned Lelter te MeCray Says Ral-

L

KEAN TRREAT TO GOVERNOR. !aifprn\'al of onr nrpﬂhﬁtﬁ. but de

ot o ony Tunrther, for if ™

Manag-r

FIVE FORE SHOPPING DAYS—OPEN EVENINGS
UNTIL 9 O'CLOCK 'ALL THIS WEEK

RKS-BELK CO.

Concord’s Christmas Store
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_ bullet is walting for you. We do sot | give we® Why, s
let is Waitinr For HWim. intend to let amything or snybody | I‘| a5 old ax ll'.. LFiRm

. LaPorte, Ind., Dec. 18.—4 Istter !stand 'n our way. With 10000000 | :
purporting to «ome from the Secre- [ members we !""ly!"ﬂep the '““ﬂ::;’;ulmn ",:f:‘,' ‘n
tary of the Ku Kiux Klan at Gary,tt.nd Governors had better be prepured popularity, have
threatening the Wle of Goverhor Me- | for the worst, for we moan bu-lnu-_l b e

Cray, wis turned over to Federal amillnslmd of criticising us, you ought to] There will v &
State authorities for igvestigation. |be glad to Join our ranks Remember,  roff  High "l

7‘, L i'h“ eyes of the Ku Klux Kan wre on  nlght, Deseantes
Klux Kian,

The jetier said:
4 l;':\! .‘E:‘-‘crul:ar); of t!ﬂI' K yomn.” The play is entith
ave en Instructed (o write o yo - " o b ]

to advise you before hu:ul n;:tlo I'n‘:;tl'll 71 oL oy ew '; l:' ' g |
fese with the acHvities of our order, * 007 MeOgay cxpreased himsef s, — -
We are here to say and laws have po POl In symputhy with fhe mxll‘llnﬂ"ﬂl MW 1 e
mean for us. We understand that at the time It obtained & charter fn  last wewd &ifled
you ha already expressed youfr gis- this State, . hog that welghe|
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Many and important were the de-
velopmments which arose from their
conference. Malville’s northward
journey was postponed for some
days, and Within' a week this
same white-haired; lean old man was

paused, leaning on his pick. "

Because Ben_had pauged, for th
first time in an hour, his twog guards
looked up to seé what had attracted
l? attention. They saw what
seemed to them a white-haired old
wanderer of gixty years or more; but
at first they were wholly at a loss to
explain Ben's fascinated look of
growing interest.

As he paused to scrutinize the con-
vict gang neither insolence nor fear,
one of which was certainly to be ex-
pected, became manifest “in his
face. _

Both guards were held and amazed
by the apparent fact that at the first

Ypres—the day my men were
trapped—" :

His words faltered then. The
wheels of his memory, starting into
motion, were stilled once mbra.

pleading his case to the governor of |Again the great darkness dropped
the State of Washington. It camétover him. Yet to Forest the ex-
about, from the same cnuse, that a |periment was an unqualified succeas.
neted alienist, Forést, of Seattle,| 5There's no doubt of (t!" he ex-
visited Ben Darby in his cell; and claimed.. He turned to McNamara,
finally that the prisoner himself was {the Governor, "“His brain is just as
taken to the capital at Olympia. sound as yours or mine. ith the
The brief inquisition that followed, | rizht gnvironment, the right treat-
changing the entfrg current of Ben |ment, he'd be on the straight road
Darby's life, occurred in the private|to recovery."
office of McNamara, the Governor. (Continued in Our Next Issue)
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Mr: George W. Watts, who last W(!('k1
wits appointed superintendent of the)
county Aome by the sounty comis-
sfoners, will prohably take charge of
the home ahout Japuary ist. Mr. J,
L. Towell, who has been superiptedent
of the home for the past several yvears,
has not yet annonndéed what business
he will enter. 3

Billx, the yonng son of Mr. and Mrs.
Joe Y. Morrizon. is reported todsy as
criieally ik The ehild hecame so il
vesterday that hopg for his recovery
was dlmost abandoned, but he rallied
later in the ‘duy, and §& some better
today. The conditiom of his sister,
Myrile Young, who has also been i1,
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HARDING WILL SUPPORT i
g BONUS FOR SOLDIERS
Favers Bonus if Feasible Means  of |
¥Financing Burden Can Be Found. |
Cincinoati, Dec. 17.—Assurance that
President Harding would support =
bonus for ex-service men, providing a
feasible means of financing the bonus
can be found ,was given ex-service
men by Colonee €. R. Forbes, director
of the veterans' conference of national

ol foreign wars, here today.

This means that the -bonus bill is
linble to be passed at the coming ses- |
sion of Congress, Colomel Tillinghast
L. Houston, New York, natienal fom-
mander of the veterans of foreign
war, said after the meeting.

Colonel . Forbes  énlled President
Harding by long distance telephone
shortly before going into the cunfer-
ence, and in the course of his address
referred to the ponversationr with the
President. *1 called him up because
il was suggested th me that the bonus
might be touched upon¥ he said. *1
wish you knew the pulsé of President
Harding. I wish you knew his in-
nermost thoughts. I wish you knew
how he loves the ex-service men.

“Harding {s not opposed to a bonus.
.He will never he opposed to a bonus
of they will lf\ﬁ}\'idqn 1. mean¥ for
financing it. Al sorts of legislation

ASHEVILLE AT ONE

excavated,

| ident
articles, peinted‘to

TIME A EARGE LAKE

Engineers Find Evidence That Hill
Was Omee Bottem of Large Expanse
of Water.

Asheville plateau was in pastages at

found at the crest of Battery Pﬁrk-
hill point to the fact that the entige

Asheville plateau was in pastaged at

the bottom of a huge lake, covering
the French Broad valléy, it was Yearn-

ed from engineers today.

A series of !water-warn bou'ders at
least three feet thick and covering an

area of around 200 square feet, was

found at the crest of the hil! give rise
to the theory that it 4vas at one time

entirely undeér water,

The boulders were found while

drills were being used in an effort to
see if rock would be found when the

property is excavated and
feet of earth covers the

seve

waterworn
rock. After the drills passed through
the strata o\‘ rock, only soft slate and
clay was envountered, and it has
been stated that the hill can easily be

Colonel V, S. Lusk, a poineer res-
of Asheville, _has in =everal
the indications
found that point to a huge lake or

sea having at one time covered this
section.

A fqrmer owner of Meadowurook

[ SIMMONS ACCUSED OF

— » —

INSULTING MR. SMOOT

North Carolina Senator Tells Utah
Membes That His Charges Are Noi
True. *

Washington, Dee, 16.—Thére was a
brief display of verbal fireworks in
the Sendite chamber today during
which Senator Smoot, republican,
Utab, accused Senator Rimmons, dem-
ocrat, North Carolina, of having in-
sulted him “at least 20 or more
fimes,” and the North Carolina senu-
tor decliared Senator Smoot had nwde
“a statement he knows is mot true.”
The flare-up oveurred during - debate
over the effect on prives of the re-
cently engcted tarilf law and, while
quiet heated, ended with both sena-
tors agreeing to let the record speak
for itself. Senator Simmons attempt-
ed to guestion the, Utah senator whe
after answering several questions said
the imjuries were designed to embar-
rpss him.  Senator - Simmong denied
he had any intention of embagrassing
Senator Smoot, who. he added ,was
“too omnipotent to embarra®s” -

TODAY'S EVENTS
M » December 18, 192,

Today begins the last week for yoar

Christmas shopping.
Former President and Mrs. Wodrow

Wilson today observe their seventh

is reported today as improved,

Concord people showed great interest
in Charlotte. yesterday when reports
of the fire there hegan to drift into
this. city. Une report stated that
a large portion of the business section
of Charloite bhad Ywen destroyed : an-
other report declared the Awmerican
Trust Company's hdige had been de-
stroyed, and another confined the fire
io the Academy off Musie building,
whieh was burned. »

The Christmuas services in the Gil-
end Charge, Reformed Church. will
be held as follows: Keller Reformesd
Church Saturday night, December 23,
at 6.30 o'clock ; New Gilend Reformed
Church;, Sunday afgerpoon. December
24. at 3 o'clock. The
young people will give both programs.
songs, recitations and ‘exercvides. The
Christmas offerings will b given to
Nazareth’s Orpbau's HWome at Cres-
cvent.

The basketball team from the Char-
lotte ¥. M. . A, will come to Concord.
tomorrow night for a game with the
loeal;Y. The Cluirlotte team has been
plaging nunsually fine ball so far this
rvear, and unless it stages a' shnop,
should win the ehampionship of the
state, Persons who witness .the game
tomorrow night will see the best team
seen in Concord in several years, *The
locals are in good shape for the gawe,
which should be am exceedingly fast

one.

children andf

“The Best Gift

-

1

or Christmas1922

thiaking
brother or yo .
2% your son- -think

have been sought: all sorts of means;farm, now owned by E  W. Growe.
have been mentioned, and the most points to numerous indications found
simple means of these that has that water covered an area of at
heen brought to my attention is the least 80,000 dguare scres of what is
sales tax to meet this obligation. now valuable commercial and farm

of a gift for your

Radlo. 2t and of our holiday bar-

wedding anmiversary.

Ay International Congress on Health
Education meets in Paris today .to con-
\tinue in session through the week.

Postoffice officials declare that it is

not ogyly important to mafl packages
carly. but to se¢ that they are prop-

*If Congress had brought to  the
President the solution of the financial
roblem of thix additonal financial re-
&{i;nsibilir,\' he would Wave signed the
bhilk. I believe the sales tax is the
means wheveby this obligation may be
paid #nd the sales tax is the pnswer to

. the problem of paying the bill.”

USE THE PENNY COLUMN—IT PAYS|

—

land.

L

Jones—*“Are ygu married, divorced

or single?

Smith—“Yes.” o
. Jones—“Whut do you mean hy say-
ing yes?" 2! :

Smith—"*Well, once 1 was marrial

then I got & diverce and mow 1 am
single.”

The American Radie Exposition, for
which preparations bave been making.
for nearly a year, will be opened this

| week in New York City. !

St.. Anne de Beaupre basiica will bes
reconstructed next sommers, it was
lezarped from the rath-
ers. The nmew church should be com-

tled

and addressed. . '

pipted by the sBring of 1924, Thecuud | tion
Lcxttm:h ruins Bave uow been removed. iwise to

part of this p
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