PUBLISHED THURSDAYS

OLD STOKES HISTORY

T. S. Petree Continues His Accounts As
Gathered From Records

(BY T. 8, PETREE.)

A special term of court was teen years and upward, shall for-

called for October 28th, 1864, The feit and pay the sum of ten shill:
ings,”
“That if any person or per-

court was in session for only one
day, The first thing done was !u'
rescind the order previously made sons, shall profanely
to pay each member of soldier's curse, in the hearing of any jus
families $2,00 each per month,

It was further ordered ‘“that
the County Commissioners bc au-
thorized to borrow on the faith

and credit of the County a Sum office, shall profanely swear or

Sufficient to purchase cotton,| ., e . . . ghall forfeit and pay
leather, to clothe & shoe the i"'!the sum of five shillings, for each
digent families of soldiers in this' ;.4 every oath or curse - - - that
County, and that the same, whe.lm any person or persons shall
be distributed |

among them under the same rule

swear or

tice of the peace - - - shall for
feit and pay the sum of two shil-
lings and six pence - - - and it
any person, executing any public

purchased shall

prophanely swear and curse, in

3 the presence of any court of rec-
and regulations as provided for

the distribution of provisions,”
further ordered that
“Lafayette Smith, salt agent for
the county use all

ord in this government, shall im-.

mediately pay the sum of Ten
It was shillings for each and every oath

or curse,
diligence in

getting a supply of salt for the
needy of this county - - - that Z,
L. Wall be directed to sell peas
& other provisions which is in a
damaging condition - « « that th

“That every person convicted
pay the sum of five shillings;
but if on any other day, the sum

of two shillings and six pence,

of drunkeness on the Lord's day.‘
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bare back, nmmwﬂrmd-ﬂmwm and other public acts.” tendance of the inhabitants of

pin-post.”
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Among the laws passed by th:
General Assembly, held at New-
bern - (New Bern), March

latest editions of the law books
following, to wit: Nelson’s Jus-

Statutes, Swinburn of Wills,
Godolphin's
Jacob's Law Dictionary or Wood's
Institutes; which books provided,
shall be forever after, for the use
of the county co\lrt. kept in the
office of the clerk, and laid by the

On Dec, 12, 1754, the Assemb!y

,was again in session at Newbern,

The following law was passed:
“1, Whereas many mischevious
and illdisposed persons have of
late, in a milicious and barbarious
manner, maimed, wounded and

17, 'white person)
1749, we observe the following: |me shall be deemed and taken

“That the Justices of etchltn be incapable in law to be wit-
é¢:m.mty court, shall have power|neuu in any
and authority to purchase the except against each other.”

tice, Cary's Abridgment of the General Assembly passed the fo!: at that time:
or lowing law:
Orphans Legacy, u\dl

’lnlumctlom. and for other pu: 'n[“ any horses, cattle, hogs or|

“Thursday; Apr. 17, 1941,

ﬂ

|from negroes and Indian ances-| At the same session of the As- the extreme parts at courts,
|ton,tomtonnh‘mnuonha sembly an act was passed to pre- elections and general musters,
lelunlvo (though ome ancestor of vent the stealing of ‘slaves, or difficult and expensive: For rem-
:mhgmnuonmylnnboenafmm‘mu,uddhpouofthemedymml and to gratify ‘the
whether bond or out of the State.- The penalty wishes of the good people of said

being, “shall be guilty of felony, county:
and shall suffer death without| “1 Be it enacted, &c. That
benefit of Clergy.” 'from and after the passing of
The General Assembly met at this act, the county of Surry
Smithfield on May 3, 1779. We shall be divided into two distinct
the set forth herewith a law passed counties, by a line beginning on
the line dividing this state from
“That no slave shall be permit. [the state of Virginia, at a point
“An act to prevent domestic ¢od on any pretense whatever, to| equidistant from  the nearest
upll'tl of the counties of Rocking-
sheep - - - that one month after, ham and  Wilkes, and running
“1, WHEREAS the evil and passing of this act - - - they 'h,“ltrom thence until it intersects

perniscious practice of lnelng be seized and sold - - - one half |the Rowan county line, so as to
[

cases whatsoever,

IR
On November 15, 1777,

| slaves in this state, ought at‘golng to the wardens of the poor, leave an equal number of acres ,

clerk on the court table, for the|this alarming and critical time to[the other to the informer.” in each county.

use and perusal of the Justices of (pe guarded against by ev"yl The next meeting of the As- “2, And it is further enacted, ,

(such court, and of all such 99 (frend and wellwisher to his sembly was at Halifax on October that all that part of said county,®

may have matters depending n country; 18, 1779. We wish to, briefly, llying west of said line, shall he

court."” “2. Be it therefore enacted by 'produce here a law passed at erected into @ distinct county by
s the General Assembly of the'that time regarding conterfeit- the name of Surry county; and

all that part lying east of sail
.llne. shall be erected imto anothe:
distinet county by the name of
| Stokes county.”

State of North Carolina, and byilng-

the authority of the same. That| “That if any person after the!
no negro or mulatto slave shall pasging of this act shall by print-
hereafter be set free, except tor'mg writing, engraving or any
meritorious services, to be judg-other way or means, counterfeit,! At this point suppose we track

ed of and allowed by the county or attempt to counterfeit - - - back the “An-ce‘tl'y" of our coun-

defaced many

court,”

It was also at this session -
the General Assembly that the
following act was passed:

of his majesty's
subjects,
“2. Be it enacted, that if any

ty and see where we started
from:

such person or persons so offend-
ing, being thereof lawfully con-
victed, by confession or verdlcr.l Bladen county was taken from ,
or standing mute on arrangement New Hanover in the year 1734.

takers of the last tax lists
1864 be allowed £2.00
e

The court next met on March
20, 1865, We note the following
in the minutes,

for
e day.”

“that Commis-
sioners be appointed to contract
for the building of a Ferry boat
to be used in crossing persons
over the river near Danbury and
also employ some suitable person
to keep the same; “William A, ‘
Lash wasa appointed agent to re.
ceive from the State the quota
of Scythe blades which is due to
this county and sell the said
blades to the best advantage of
the county; ‘“that J, J, Martin,
card Commissioner, be authorized
to sell the wool cards for Citizens
and to individuals in different
parta of the county & to citizens
of other counties,"

On Tuesday, March 21st, 1865,
thia court adjourned, The
the minutes of
this court appears at the bottom |

last |
entry made on

of the page in large letters:
' “LAST COURT UNDER
CONI'EDERATE RULE",
—C)-

Supposce we turn back the pages |

of history and review some oi
the laws that governed our peo-
Rev-

ran across

and after the
W
the Clerk's o!

was

plea, poor to,
olutionary

Lold law book in

war,

fice whick we presume

placed there for the convenien

the courts, and notiee that

m were cited tivt were enactel
the

while we wore under British rule

rs heloce Revolution and

The last acts in this book wer
those laws that
the year 1792, We will begin in
1741 when ‘‘Hisa Majes:
and General Assen |

enacted during

the year
ty's council,
bly”, met at Edenton,
briefly:

We quote

“That all and every person and

persons whatsoever, on the Lord’s
day, commonly called Sunday - - «
shall upon the land or water, do
exercise any labor, business o
work - - - employ themselves
either in hunting of fishing, or
lowling - - - use any game, sport

or nlay -« - - of the ame of four

{ing thirty nine lashes, well

for each and every such offence person or persons, shall on pur-
= = « that this act shall be publlc-'poge cut out or disable the tongue,
ly read, in all parish churches'pug out an eye, slit the nose, bite
and chapels, by the minister, or cut off a nose or lip, bite or
clerk or reader of each parish, | cut off, or disable, any limb or
immediately after divine service,' member of any subject, shall suf-
on the first or second Sunday in fer as in case of felony.”
September, under the penalty of | A R
twenty  shillings, proclamation| It was not many months fter
money, for every such omission or the start of the Revolution that
neglect, the General Assembly was in mes-
“That the keeper of the public sion at New Bern. On April &,
gaol shall, by direction of th:|1777. a law was passed that was
court, let out any negro runawav in use for almost 164 years, and
to hire, to any persons, the sad for sanitary reasons was abolim-
keeper shall, at the time of his ed by the Legislature during this
delivery, cause an iron collar to present year, 1941, We rofer to
be put on the neck of such negro, the kissing of the Bihle upon
or runaway, with the letters P, G, 'uldng oath. We quote:
stamped thereon; and that there-| ¢1 WHEREAS lawful oaths,
after the said keeper shall not for the discovery of truth, and
be answerable for any escape of estaklishing right, are necessary,
the said negro or runaway. and highly conducive to the im-
“That when any runaway ser portant ends of good government;
shall be bhrought and being most solemn appeals to
before any justice of the poar'u'Almlghty God, as the omniscient
within  this slmilfwitnen of the truth, just and

vants or slave

government,

:commn the said runaway to the'omnlpot.cm avenger of falsehooc

next constable, and order kim to such oath ought therefore b2

lgive so many lashes, not exceed- taken and administered with the

lain most soleminty.

“Whereas it is necessary to a
due and regular administration
of justice, that courts be estal-
lished in this State.”

It was then that both the Su-
perior Court, and the Coort of
Pleas and Quarter Sessious were
established in this State awd were
defined in the act.

A law directing the methodl of
electing members to the Generil
Assembly was passed at this: time..
The elecuons were to be held at
the court house in the varioua
eounties after 20 day’s notice giv~
e’ by the Sheriff. And the act
further atates: “and the return~
ing officer' shall keep the election.
opan. two days amd no longer."”

We notice another law that.
went. into effect at this time:

“1. WHEREAS the peace md!
Hmrmony af eveypy neighborhood
much. depends on. good and suffi--
clent. fenwex::

“2, Be it therefore enacted, &c,
that every planter shall make a
sutficient fénce about his cleared
geound umder cuitivation, at least:
five feet high, uwless where soma
navigable stream or deep water

or trial, shall for the first offense| Anson county was taken from
stand in the pillory three hours, Bladen, March 17, 1749,

and have his right ear nailed to| Rowan county was taken from
the pillory and cut off, and re-|Anson, March 7, 1753.

casive on their bare back thirty| Surry county was taken from
nine lashes, and be branded with Rowan, January 26, 1771.

a red hot iron on the right cheek | Stokes county was ukqt from
with the letter ‘C’, and on th(.FSurry, November 2, 1789.. L]
left cheek with the letter ‘M’, and
be impwisoned at the descretion
of the Court - - - and it is furth-
er enacted, that any person or
persons - - - shall be found guiity
for the second offence,
they shail suffer death

Lenefit of Clegy.”

The Gemeral Assembly met at
Fayetteville om November 2nd,
1789.. Samuel Johnston was gov-
ernor at that time. It was then
tfiat an act was passed that cre-
ated our county. We quote this|
law belown:

“An aat for dividing the coun-
ty of Snrry imto two distinet
counties; and for other purposes,
“WHEREAS the large extent
and inconvenient situation of the\

- e o M B L
Yl

—

Rumrorp RippLes

» Why does Cqzrie Collins o
¢limb o ladder?

he or
without

~

+ BECAUSE she's Wying to rise o8 high as the cokes
she bokes withk RUMFORD = the baking powder
that acts. 3§ i the mixing, } Imthe even,

MEL. Send for NEW booklet, sentaining dorens.

. of brighti ideos to improve your boking, Address:
Rumford Baking Powder, Box K, Rumford, R. |,

r

on, on the bar2 back, then car-  ©2  Be it therefore enacted by |course shall ke, that may be

ried home, or to the pibiie gaci the General Assembly of the deemed sufficient instead of a t [

as aforesaid, State of North Carolina, and by |fence,” !
“That no slave shall go armed the authority of the same, that| During those days, and for

WE BUY IT

with gun, sword, cluh opr other judges. justices of the peace, an\l(yeurs after, there was no stock ¢ .
weapon, or shall hunt or ranse other persons, who are or shall law. All stock roamed at will M o N BCAUSE }
with a gun in the woois whatso- be empowered to administer and f damage was done to tho:ue o
ever, if any slave so foand, skall ecatha, shall require the party m:thinga under cultivation, regard- .‘ . WE wANTs
Lo given twenty lasacs, on his ov be sworn to lay his hand uuoniksn of who owned the land, the, : \
hep bere back anl be sonv home, the holy avengelist of Almlgbty‘fuult seemed to be with the mau | o " /) DE BEST
“That no slave shall go from God, in token of his engagement who did not keep his fence in
oft the plantation, without a cer- to speak the truth, as he hoposlguod order.,
tificate of leave, in writing, for to pe saved in the way and meth- —O0— Fu“.”‘“‘y'm. o s Bl S
so doing, from his master or ov- od of salvation pointed out in| The General Assembly again ing to pay more to get min" clements, iodine, bo
erseer, (negroes wearing liveries the bleased volume, and in fur. met at New Bern on April 14th, tho best. That's natural. von, magnesium, calcium, L

ialways excepted). ther token, that if he

!

to, or Indian, bond or free, give jultly be deprived of all the

oaly natural nitrate in the dressing and side dressing »
false testimony in the County blessings of the Gospel, and mado a great seal be procured, to be world, later on. That is the way '
Yet it costs mo more. to get the full bemelit
'Court, without further trial have liable to that vengeance which he ‘used by the governor for the timo It contains 16% nitrogen  of its fertilising and soile
one ear nailed to the pillory, and has imprecated on his own head, being as the seal of this State; and small quantitics of improving qualities,
there stand for the space of one and after 1 "nnting the worda| “2, Be it therefore enacted, &ec, Be sure you ge‘
hour, and the said ear to be cv “‘ao help m: ™ shall kisa the that Willam Tisdalq, Esq., be L
off, and thereafter the other ear holy Gospe! asnl o’ confir- and is hereby appointed to cut
najled in like manner, and cut mation to t engagenent,” and engrave a seal - - - and tho L
off at the expiration of one oth‘erl 4::.0![\('!‘ ‘ '8 vassed :‘e :ald se;l ; -r- t:‘halltb:y cu;lo: :w oN YOUR vw AT “:Y N'TRATE
P er, v gardin w we quoto: Great Seal of the State of Nortn
hour; and moreover, to on‘u L’f g ' q . Grea S y M,,o:mo “AM I’V."”MY OF SODA
gvery such offender thirty nine “and provide », that all ne. Carolina, and shall be used ani )

“That where any negro, mulat. swerve from the truth, he may ed we note the following:

|
should 1778,

The best is usually the
cheapest.

Chilean Nitrate of Soda, for
instance! It's matural, the

manganese, and many more,

Use it regularly on all your
crops, in mixed fertiliser
before planting, aud as top

| and among other laws pass-

“Whereas it is neceasary that




