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NEW YEAR'S EVE.

Little Gretchen, little Gretchen wanders up
argd down the street ;

I'be snow is on her wellow hair, the frost is
at! her feet,

The rows of long, dark houses without look
cold and danmp,

By the struggling of the mwoonbeam, by the
flicker of the lamp.

der-in-chicfof all the forces of Syrin!

1

Lhe clowds ride fast as horses, the wind is |

from the north, ‘

Put o one cares for Gretchen, and no one
lopketh forth, .

Within these dark, damp honses are merry
fares bright, )

And hippy hearts are watching “out the old
vear's lntest night.

With the little box of matehes she eould not
sl all day,

Al !lwilllill. thin tattered mantle the wind
hI.!u\n'!- CVERY wuy,

she elingeth w0 the mailing, she shivers in the
-glimlll— \

There are parents sitting snug
light in the room;

Al children with grave faces are whi.-}lmriiu;
one another i

Of presents for the new year, for father or for
mother.

Bt no one talks w Gretchen, and no one
hears her speak,

No breath of little whispers cpmes warmly to
her check,

N lv_!r the fire-

Nolittlelarms around her: ah me! that there
.-llnnlli tu',

With =0 Emue'h happiness on earth, <o much of
njisery ! !

And yet he
change conditions with the hoy at
his stirrup, or the hostler that blank-
ets his charger.
wildfire through all the realm. and
the people are svmpathetie, atid they

cery out: “Is it possible that our

great hero who shot Ahab, and
aroynd whom we came with such
vociterations when he returned from

victorious battle—ean it be possible |
that our grand and glorions Naaman |

| has the leprosy 27

Yes. K\'--r_\.'lunl_\' has something

| he wishes he had not—David. an Ab-

salom to disgrace him : Paul, a thorn
to sting him: Job, ecarbuneles

| plague him ; Sampson, a Delilah to

; 1
sure they of many blessings <hould seatter

blessings roumd, -

A~ laden bouglis in | mntumn fling their ripe
frits to the grouml.

Anil the/best love man can offer to the God
u¢ love, be sure, ]

I= Kindiess 1o his [little ones, and bounty to
his poor,

Little Giretchen, little Gretchen goes coldly
on her way; [

There's woone looketh ont at her, thore’s no
e hids e stay.

Her home i< cold and ill':-n]::lt-: 1 “llljll'. Tier
foend, no lil'l'i !

L ehildren-clanarons for bread, and an im-
patient sire.

Soshe sits down in an angle where two great
houses meet,

\nd sheenrleth up beneath Her, for warmth,
her little feet;

And she looketh i the cold wall, and on the
colder sky,

And wonders it the little sturs are bright fires
up on high.

=he hears a elock | strike -[n'&\'1.\'. ll!i in a far
church tower, |

With such a sad and solomn téne, telling the
midnight hour.

\ud she remembered her of tiles her mother
used to tell,

Al of the erudlesongs she sung, when <um-
nier's twilight fell:

O good men and of angels, and of the Holy
Child,

Who wis eradled in a manger, when winter
wits most wild:

Who was poor, amd cold, and hoangry, and
desolate and lone;

And she thought the song had told he was
ever with higswn:

\nd all the poor and hungry and forsaken
ones nre his—

“How good of Him to look on me in such a
prlace as this!]

Colder it grows, amd colder, but sheé does not
feel it now,

For the pressureat hier heart, and the weigh
upon her brow;

But she struck one little mateh on the wall
<t cold aml higre,

shear him ; Ahab, a Naboth to deny
him; Haman. a Mordecai to irritate
him ; George Washington, ehildless-
ness to afflict him; John Weslev. a
termagant wife to pester him ; Leah,
weak eves; John Milton, blind eves
Charles Lamly an insane sister : and
yvou, and yvou, and you, and vou,

something which vou never bare- |

ained for, and would like to get rid
of.  The reason of this is. that Ged
does not want this world
TO BE TOO BRIGIT,

otherwise, we would alwayvs want to
stay and edt these fruits, and lie on
these lounges, and shake hands in
this pleasant society. We are only
in the vestibule of a grand tvllllll;-.
Giod does not want us to stay on the
doorstep,and therefore e sends aches
and annoyvanees, and somows, and
bervavements of all sorts to push us
on and push us up toward riper
fruits, and brighter socicty, and more
radiant prosperities. God s only
whipping us ahead. The reason that

| Flward Pays=on and Robert Hall

had more rapturous views of heaven
than other people had was because,
througzh their aches and pains, God
llllrihl't.l then nearer up todt. It God
dashes out one of your [lii'llll't-:i it 1=
only to show yvou a brighter one. 1t
He sting your foot with gout, vour

| brain with newralgia, your tongue

| have Torgotten that there was any- |

That she might look around her, and <te if

e were there,

The single match has kindled, and by the
Light it threw

It seemexd to little Giretchen the wall was rent
in two;

Aml she eould see folks seated

, richly spread,

With heaps of goodly vimuds, red wine and
pleasant hreqd,

She conlid smell the fiagrant Sivor, <he eould |

hienr what they did say,

Then all was darkiess once again, the mateh |

had burned away.

with an inextinguishable thivst, it is
only because He is preparing to sub-
stitute a bhetter }uu]}' than yvou ever
dreamed Of, when the mortal ghall
put on immortality.s 1t is to push

Yol on and Inll'.‘-ll yvou up toward-|

something grander agd boetter that
God sends upon vou, as He did up-
on Generill Naamayg, something you
do not want.  NSeated in his Syrian
mansion—all the walls  glittering
with the shields which he had cip-
tured in battle: the corridors crowded
with admiring visitors who just
wanted to =ce hin once ; apusic and
mirth and bangueting tilling all the
mansion, from  tessalated
pictured  ecctHling—Naanuin  would
thing better. and would have been
f_'i:lll o =tav there ten thousand
years. But. ob. how the shields dim,
and how the visitors fiy from the
hall. and how the music drops dead

| from the string, and how the gates of

at a table |

She struck another | hastily, and naw she |

seemed to see

Within the samé wirm chamber a glorious
Christmas tree.

The branehes were all lnden with things that
children prize,

Bright gifts for boy and maiden, she saw them
with her eves

Amd she
1o join the weleome shout,

When darkness fell around her, for the little
miatch was ont,

L] . - -
Another, vet another, she had tried—they

will not light:

Till all her little stare she took, and struck
with all her might:

And-the whole misernble place was lighted
with the glare,

And she dreamed there stood a little child

~ before her in the:air.

There were blood-drops on his forehead, o

spear-wound in his side,

And eruel nail-prints in his feet, and in his |

hands spread wides

And he looked upon her gently, and she felt
that he had known

P'ain, hunger, cold, and sorrow —ay, equal to
hier own,

And he pointed to the ladey board and to the
Christmas tree,

Then up to the cold sky, and said, “Will
Giretchen come with me?”

The poor child felt her pulses fail, she felt |

her eve-balls swim.
ringing sound was in her ears, like her
dead mother's hymn:

And she folded both her thin' white hands,
*  and turned from that bright board,
And from the goldén gifts, and said, “With

thee, with thee, O Lord ™
The chilly winter morning breaks up in the
: dull skies v

And a

O the ity wrapt in vapor, on the spot where |

- Gretchen lies. &

In her sennt and tattered garment, with her
back against|the wall,

the mansion slam shut  with sepul- |

chral bang. as vou read the closing
words of the culogium: » He was a
leper!  He wasfa leper!”

There was one person more syni-
pathetie with General Naaman than
any other person.  Naaman’s wife
walks the floor, wringing her hands
and trying to think what she cando

| to alleviate her husband’s suffering.

|

All remedies have failed.  The sur-
seon-general and the doctors of the
roval stafl have mgt, and they have
shaken their heads, as much as to

| say :

almost seemed to touch thvn;, and |

* NO CURE, NO CURE.”
[ think that the oflice-seckers had
all folded up their recommendations
and gone home. - Probably most of
the employes of the establishment

| had dropped their work, and were

!

thinking of looking for some other
situation.
of poor Naaman's wite? She
have svmpathy somewhere.

st

despair she goes to a little Hebrew |

captive, a servant givl in-her house,
to whom she tells the whole story.
as sometimes, when overborne with
the sorrows of the world, and finding
-no sympathy anyvwhere else, vou
have gone out and found in the sym-
pathy ot some humble domestic—
Rosa or Dinah or Bridget—a help
which the world could not give you.

What a scene it was! One of the

| grandest women in all Syria in cab-

|
|
|
1’
I

She sitteth cold and rigid, she answers to no |

call.
They have lifted her up fearfully, they shud-
dered as they sud,

Trozen dead.”

| awav.”

The angels sang their greeting for one more |

nedeem’d from sin;
Men said, “It was a bitter night: would no
one let her in?”
And they shivered as they spoke of her, and
sighed. They could not see
How much of happiness there was a er that
misery. Many- Howrrt,
- -— ‘
THE PROUD INVALID.
Dr. Talmage's Sermon, Preached
Sunday Morning, Dee, 12th,

He was a feper.”—2 Kings 5:1.

Here we havita warrior sick, not
with pleurisies or rheumatisms or
consumptions, but with a disease
worse than all thesé put together. A
red mark has eame _out on the fore-
head, | precursor of complete disfig-
Urement and dissolution. I have

stmiething awful to tell yvou. Gen. |

Niaman, the commander-in-chief of
allthe Sy pis

" do not sneer. The finger of that little |

|
!
|

I

yrian forces, has the leprosy. |

ik hands, on his face, on
lis feet, on his lentire person. The
leprosy ! Get aut of the way of the
|TL'5tll!:ll(‘J'! If his breath strikes you
Youare a dead man. The comman-

! inet council with a waiting maid over

the declining health of the mighty
seneral ! 1 know something,” says
the little 'captive maid, * I know
something,”. as she bounds to her
bare feet.  In the land from which
[ wasstolen there is a certain prophet

known by the name of Elisha, who |
| can cure almost evervthing, and 1
' shouldn’t wonder if he could cure |

master. Send for him right
“Oh, hush !” you say. * I
the highest medical talent in all the

my

: | ke 7 ‘ure that leper, there is
“It was a bitter, bi <Lt the child is | Jand cannot cure that leper, .
was a bitter, bitter night! the child r’,. no need of your listening toany talk |

of a servant girl.”  But do not scoff,
captive maid is pointing
IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION,

Shemight havesaid : “Thisisa judg-
ment on vou for stealing me from
mv nat#e land. Didn’t they snatch
me off in the night, breaking my
father’s and mother’s heart? And
many a time have I laid and eried
all night beeause I was so homesick.”
Then flushing up into childish in-
dignation she might have
“Good for them ; I'm glad Naaman’s
oot the leprosy ; I wish all the Syr-
ians had the leprosy.” No. For-
getting her own personal sorrows,

' she sympathizes with the suffering

-
|

of her master, and recommends him
to the famous Hebrew prophet.
And how often it is that the finger
of childhood has pointed grown per-
sons to the right directions. O,
Christian soul, how long is it since

vou got rid of the leprosy of sin? ]

You say : “Let me see. It must be
five vears now.” Fjve years. Who
wasit that pointed you to the Divine

would be ;_fl;ul 1o ex-|

The news goes like !

to )

floor tu |

In her |

said ;|

| looked in my
why I didn’t become a Christian,
and all the time stroking my cheeks

so I eouldn’t get angry, insisted up- |

on knowing why I didn't have fam-
ily prayers.”
rents here who have been brought to
Christ by their little grandehildren.

I dren,
! eprosy of sin?  How did you find
your way to the Divine Physician?
“Oh,” you say, “iny child, myv dying

forget,” you say, “that scene at the
cradle and the erib that awful night!
It was hard, hard, very hard ; but if
that little oncon its dy g bed hadn't

| pointed me to Christ, 1 don’t think |

| I ever would have got rid of my lep-
| rosv.”  Go into the Sabbath school
| this afternoonand you will find hun-

Hdreds of little fingers pointing in the |

| same direction,
TOWARD JESUs CHRIST,
and toward heaven.

Years ago the astronomers caleu-
lated that there must be a world
hanging at a certain point in the
heavens,and a large prize wasoffered
for some one who could discover
that world. The telescopes from the
areat observatories were pointgd in

| vain, but a girl at Nantucket, Mass,,
|

through it, discovered that star, and
won the prize and the admiration of
all the astronomical world, that stood
amazed at her genius.  And so it is
| often the ease that grown people
cannot =ce ‘the light, while seme
little child heholds the star of par-

morning star of Jesus. “Not many
mighty men, not many wise menare
called; but God hath chosen the
weak things of the world to confound
the mighty; and base things, apd
thipgs that are not.to bring to naught
things that are.”™ Oh, do not despise
'. the prattle of little children when
| they are speaking about Gad, and
Christ, and hecaven! You

see
:I way vour child iy pointing; will
| vou take that pointing or wait until,
in the wrench of some awful be-
reavement, God shall
to another world, and then it will
beckon you upward? Will you take
the pointing or will you wait tor the
lll't'klllli“:_':? Blessed be God that
the little Hebrew captive pointed in
the right direetion!  Blessed be God
for the saving ministry of Christian
E |.'llillll'\'ll:

No wonder the adviee of this little
Hebrew eaptive threw all Naaman's
mansion and  Ben-hadad’s palace

andd inflamed l.r_\' the ]n.‘rﬂli[l'nt't‘. and
aided by those who supported him
on either side, he staggers out to the
chariot. Hold fast the fiery coursers
of the roval stable while [iu- poor
sick man lifts his swollen feet and
pain struck limbs into the vehicle.
Bolster him up with the pillowsand
let him take a lingering look at his
bright apartment, for perhaps the

and the next time Naaman
to that place he may be a dead
weight on the shoulders of those who
carry  him—an expired chieftain
sceking sepulture amid the lamen-
| tation= of an admiring nation. Good-
by, Naaman! '

[t the charioteer drive gently
[ over the hills of Hermon, lest he juit
Cthe invalid.  Here goes the bravest
man of all his day a
| CAPTIVE OF A HORRIBLE DISEASE.

| the streets of Damascus the tears
[ and prayers of the people go after
[ the world-renowned invalid. Per-
haps you hage had an invalid go
out from your house on a health ex-
cursion.  You know how the neigh-
hors stood around and said: “Ah,
he will never come back again
alive!” Ob, it was a solemn mo-

had departed, and vou went into

remove the medicine vials from the
shelf, and to throw open the shutters
so that the fresh air might rush into
the long-closed room!  Good-by,
Haaman! There is only one cheer-
ful face looking at him, and that is
the face of the little Hebrew captive,

who is so glad she helped him. As
the chariot winds out and the escort
of mounted courtiers, and the mules,
laden with sacks of gold and silver
and embroidered suits of apparel,
went through the gates of Damascus
and out on the long way, the hills
of Naphtali and Ephraim look down
on the procession, and the retinue

Naaman, in the days of his health,
used to rally his troops for fearful

onsef ; and then the procession stops '
"and reclines a while 1n the groves of |

olives and oleander, and Gen. Naa-
man so sick—and so very, very sick!

How the countrymen gaped as
the procession passed! They had
seen Naaman go past like a whirl-
wind in days gone by, and had stood
dghast at the clank of his war

equipments; but now they commis-.

| erate him. "They say: “Poor man,
| he will never get home alive! Poor
'man!”  Gen. Naaman wakes from a
| restless sleep in the chariot, and he
i savs to the charioteer: “How long

before we shall reach this Prophet
| Elisha?” The charioteer says to
' a waysider: “How far is it to Eli-
'sha’s house?” He says:
| miles.” “Two miles.” Then they
‘\\‘hip up the lathered and fagged
The -whole procession
t rospect of

out horses.
brightens up at the
 speedy arrival. They drive up to
| the door of the pro het. The char-
| joteers shout: “E\'hon " to the

|

| Physician? “Oh,” vou say, “it was
my little Annie or Fred or Charley, |
who elambered up on my kneesand |
face and asked me

There are grandpa- |

There are many Christian mothers |
here who had their attention first |
| called to Jesus by their little chil- |
How did you get rid of the |

| child, with wan and wasted finger |
pointed that way ! Oh, I shall never |

fashioned a telescope, and, looking |

don, the star of hope, the starot con- |
solation, the =tar of Bethlehem, the !

the |

lift that child |

into exeitement.  Good-hy, Naa-
man?  With face searified and rigid .

Hebrew captive may be mistaken, |
comes |

: | As the ambulance winds through |
What shall now hecome |

ment, I tell you, when the invalid |

the room to make the bed and to |

who is sure he will get cured and |

gees right past thebattle fields where |

“Two |

erinding wheels cease shaking the
earth.

Come out, Elisha, come out, you
have company ; the grandest com-
vainy that ever came to yvour house
WS come to it now.  No stir inside
| Elisha’s house.
Lord had informned Elisha thuat the
| sick eaptain was coming and just
how to treat him. Indeed, when
vou are sick and the Lord wants you
to get well, He always tells the doe-
tot how to treat you: and the reason
we have

S0 MANY BUNGLING DOCTORS

is because they depend upon their
own strength and  instructions and
not on the Lord God, and that al-
wavs niakes Ill:llprill'tlw.‘. Come

Nness.
Fwalted, and waited, and waited, The
[ fact was Naaman had two diseases
—pride and leprosy ; the one was as
hard to get rid the  other.

of
Elisha sits quictlt in his house and
does not goout.  Aftera whileawhen
he thinks he has hwnbled  this
l'run'i man, he savs to a servint:
*C(ro cut anued tell Gen. Noaman to
bathe seven times in the River Jor-
dan, out vonder five miles. and he
will getentirely well.”

The message comes out. =What!”
says the commander-in-chief of the
Syrian forees, his eve kindling with
an animation it had not known for
weeks, and his swollen foot stamp-
ing on the bhottom of the chariot,

HES

regardless of pain: “What?  Isn’t
| he coming out to see me?  Why,
[ thought certainly  he  would
come and utter  Some cabalistie
words over me  or make some

enigmatical passes overmy wounds,
“'h_\'. I don't think he knows who 1
am. Isn't he coming out? Why,
when the Shunannnite wornan cane
to him he rushed out and cried
Is it woll with thee?  Is it well
with ﬂl'\' husband?  Is it well with
lIl)’ child?”  And will he treat a poor
unknown worman like that. and let
me, a titled personage, =it bere in
my chariot and wait ad wait? 1
won't endure it any longer. Char-
ioteer, dreive on! Wash in the Jor-
dan! Ha!ha! The slimy Jordan
—the muddy Jordan—the monoto-

nous LJordan, 1 wouldn't he seen
washing in such 2 river as that.
Why, we watered  our horses i a

better river than that on our way
Lere—the beautiful river, the jasper
paved river of Pharpar.  Desides
that, we have inour country another
Damaseene river—Abana—-with
folinged banks and  torrent ever
swift and ever elear, under the tick-
ering shadows of sveamore  and
oleander.  Are not Abana and Phar-
par. rivers of Damascus, better than
all the rivers of Isracl?”

I suppo=c Naaman felt very muach
as we should feel, it by way of med-
ical preseription, some one should
tell us to go and wash inthe Danube
or the Rhine. We would answer:
“Are notthe Connecticut or the Hud-
son just as good 77 Or, as an Eng-
lishman would feel it he were told,
by way of medieal preseription, he
must go and wash in the Mississippi
or St. Lawrence. He would ery
out: “Are not the Thamesand Shan-
non just as well?” The fact was
that haughty Haaman needed to
to - learn—

every American needs

that
WIEN GOD TELLS YOU T Do

a thing, vou must go and do it
whether you understand the reason
for not.  One thing is certain, unless
haughty Naaman does
commands he will die of his awful
sickness,  And unless you do as
Christ commands yvou, you will be

HE]

geized by an everlasting wasting
away. Obey and live; disobey und

girding, stupendous alternative!

Well, Gen. Naaman could
stand the test.
| jerk to the right line until the bit
snaps in the horse’s mouth, and the
whirr of the wheels and the flying
of the dust show the indignation of
the commander.  “He turned away
in a rage,”  So people now often get
mad at religion. They vituperate
against ministers, against churches,
against Christian people. One would
| think from their irate behavior that
| God had been studying how to an-
'noy and exasperate and demolish
| them. What has he been doing?
| Only trying to cure their death-deal-
ing leprosy. That is all.  Yet they
whip up theif horses, they dig in
their spurs and they go away ina

| rage,

not

horses, and the tramping hoofs and

The fact was, the

out, Elisha, and attend to vour busi- |
Gen. Niaman and hisretinve

learn what every Englishman and |

Elisha !

die. Thrilling, over-arching, under- |

The charioteer gives |

b So, after all, it scems= that this |
health excursion of Gen. Naaman 13 |

to be a dead failure.
brew eaptive might as well have not
told him of the prophetand this long
journey might as well not have been
taken. Poor, sick, dyving Naaman !
are you goingaway in high dudgeon,
fand worse than when vou came?
As his chariot halts a moment his
servants clamber up in it and
coax him to do as Elish saida They
If the prophet hiad

' say: “It’s easy.

That little He- |

' told you to walk for a mile on sharp |
 spikes in“order to get rid of this aw- |
' ful disease vou -would have done it. |

It is easy.
" down and wash in the Jordan.
take a bath every day, anyhow, and
in this climate it is =o hot that it will
do vou good. Do it on our account,
and for the sake of the army you
command. and for the sake of the
nation thatadmires vou. Come,my
lord, just try this Jordanic bath.”
“Well,” he says, “to please yvou I will
do as you =sav.” The retinue drives
| to the brink of the Jordan. The
horses paw and neigh to get into the
stream themselves and cool their hot
| flanks.  General Naaman, assisted

by his attendants, gets down out of
 the chariot and painfully comes to
| the brink of the river, and steps in
| until the water comes to the ankle,

'and goes on deeper until the water |

Come, my lord, just get |
You |

comes to the girdle, and now stand-
ing so far down in the stream just a
little inclination of the head will
thoroughly immerse him.  He bows
once intoy the flood, and comes up
and shakes the water out of nostrils
and eyes; and his attendants look
at him and =ay: “Why, general, how
much better you do look.”  And he
bows a second time into the flood
and comes up, and the wild stare is
gone out of his eycs. He bhows the
third time into the flood and comes
up, and the shriveled flesh has got
smooth again. e bows the fourth
time into the flood and comes up,
and the hair that had fallen out 1s
restored in thick locks again all over
the brow. e bows the tifth time
into the flood and comes up, and the
| hoarseness has gone out of his throat.
He bows the sixth time and comes
ap, and all the soreness and anguish
Lave gone out of the linths, “Why”
he says, “I am almoest well, but |
will muke 2 complete cure,” and he
bows the =eventh time into the flood

and he comes up, and not <o much |

= o fester or scale or eruption as biy |

as the head of a pin is to be seen on |

him.
A st Iu-.-.-ailn]r P
tendunts look and say: “Is it possi-
ble?™  Andas, with the health ofan
athlete, he bounds back into the
chariot and drives on there goes up
from all his attendants a wild ~Huz-
zin! huzza!™  Of course the v oo back
to pay and
TIHHANK THE MAN OR

for his counsel, so fraught with wis-
dom. - When they left the propliet’s
house lilt-_\' went oflvd ; they Lisiv
cotme bk olid ] .

) 1 . .

People alwavs think betrer of 2
minister  atter they e converto
than l]l"‘\' do before conversion. Now

faii]

we are to thew an idolerabile nois
ance because we telb Ahern to
things that go against the cmin: hn
=othe of us hinve a Lresl iy fetters
from those who tell usthat onee they
were ansry oat whiat we [m;u‘!.ui
but afterward gladly received  thi

wospel at our, hands o They one
catlledd ug fanatios or terrori=t= or ¢ne-
mies: now  they call us Aricnds,

Yonder is o man—I speak a literal |

tiet—who said that he would never
into the ehuarch aeain. H
<itidd that two VRIS o, e said -
".‘-I_\' Ilitnil_\' shall never come here
awadn 10 such doctrines as that are
preached.”  But he came again, and
his family came again. He is a
Christian, his wife a-Christian. all
his children Christians, the whole
houschold Christian, and [T shall
dhwell with them in the house of the
Lord forever,  Our undying coud-
jutors are.those who onee heard the
gospel and “went away in a rage.”
Now, my hearers, vou notice that
this Gen. Nwnnan did two thines in
order to get well, The first was, he
ot out of his chariot.  He might
have staid there with his swollen
leet on the stufled ottoman. seated
on that cmbroidered cushiton until
Lis last s, he woulil never have
golt any relief.  1e had to get down
out of his chariot.  And vou have
vot to get down out of the chariot of
.\'II[][' Il]'il](' Ii _'.'n'll oyer ]Il'{'l_l“ll' b |
Christian.
the eross with a coach! and four and
be saved among all the spangles,
You seem to think that the
LORD IS GOING TO BE COMPLIMENTED

oI

by vourcoming  Ol.ho; you poor,
miscrable, 5(':11}‘, 11-}:?‘1;115 sinner, aet
down out of that! We all come in
the same haughty way.  We expeet
o ride into the kingdom of God,
Never until we get down on our knees
will we find merev. The
unhorsed us, uncharioted us.  Get
down out of vour Ill'ill('. (ret down
out of vour. sclfrighteousness and
vour hypereriticism. -We have all
wot to do that.  That is the journcy
we have got to make on our knees.
[t is our infernal pridethat keeps us
from getting rid of the leprosy ofsin,
Dear Lord. what have we to be
proud  of?  Proud of our scales?
Prowd of our uncleanlyness?
Proud of this killing infection ? Bring
us down at Thy fect, weeping, pray-
ing, penitent, believing supplicants!

For sinners, Lord, Thou camest to blead,

And I'm a sinner vile, indeed ;

Lord, 1 believe Thy grace is frec,

Oh, magnify that grace in me!

But he had not only to get down
out of his chariot ; he had to wash.
“Oh,” you say, 1 am very careful of
my ablutions.  Every day I plunge
into a brigcht and beautiful bath.”
Ah, my hcarers, there is a flood
brighter than any other. It is the
tflood that breaks from the granite of
eternal hills. It is the flood of par-
don, and peace, and life, and heaven.
That flood started in the tears of
Christ and the sweat of Gethsemane,
and rolled on, accumplating flood,
until all earth and heaven could
batheinit. Zachariah called it “the
fountain open for sin and unclean-
ness.”  William Cowper called it
“the fountain  filled with  hlood.”
Your tathers and mothers

WASHED ALL THEIR SINS
and sorrows away in that fountain.

Oh, my hearers, do yvou not to-day
feel like wading into1t? Wade down

now into this glorious flood deeper, . ; : .
Per . vacant by the resignation of Hon. 8.

! Cox. .Thi' Sentieel would like to

deeper, deeper.  Plunge once, twice,

thrice, four times, five times, «€ix
times, seven times, It will take as
! much as that to cure your soul. . Oh,

wash, wash, wash, and be elean!

[ suppose that was a great time at
Damascus when Gen. Naaman got
back. The charioteers did not have

Cto drive slowly any longer lest they

jolt the invalid: hut as the horses
dashed through the streets of Damas-
cus 1 think the people ruzhed out to
hail back t]l(fil‘:_'lli{'llﬂill. Naaman's
wife hardly recognized her husband;
he was so wonderfully changed she
had to look at him two or three times
before she made out that it was her
restored husband. And the little
captive maid, she rushed out, clap-
ing her hands and shouting: “Did
'En* cure you”? Did he cure you?”

He steps outon the bank and |
And the at-

Then music woke up the palace and
the tapestry of the windows  was
drawn awdy, that the multitwle out-
side might mingle with the princely
mirth inside, and the feet went up
and down in the dance. and all the
strects of Damascus that night echoed

L and re=cchoed with the news, *Naa-

man's eured! Naaman's cured !
But «a gladder tune than that
would be in all this place or where-
ever this sermon shall be read. if the
soul should get cured of its ll-lal'n:-a_\‘.

| The swiftest white horse hitched to

the kKing's chariot would rush the
news into the Eternal City,  Our
loved ones before the throne would
welcome the glad tidings. . Your

children on earth with more emotion

than the little Hebrew captive would
notice the change in your look and
the change in your manner, and
would put theéir arms around your
neck and say: “Mother. | guess you
must have  become a Christian,

Father, I think vou have cot rid of

the leprosy.” O Lord God of Elisha,
have merey on us!
i —
(igarette Manufacture—Some
Astonishing Figures,

[ Western Tolmeeo Journnl,

That there is an enormous demand
for, and manufacture of, cigarettes,
is apparent by the revenue returns,
and manufactarers sected 1o have
conspired to make October memori-

ble tor the amount of cimirettes en- |

teres] for taxation, as tax wis paid
on 192197100, The magnitude of

known that the highest amount here-

| tofore entered inone month was 155.-

05785000, during  Scptember, 1886,
and that the qullihl‘\’ average for
b fisea] vear of 1as5=x1 was about
L1oon0000, and  for thes tiseal Near
s Issd="85, abhout sSs o0, The
Lot 1:-1111-;-1-.] for October., 1882,
125 706,000, or  about GG,
than  in Octaher, 1886,
Andd the most remarkable feature of
e increase over September, 188G,

Wils
NN

]I'.‘-.‘*

arcat center of the industry, contrib-
tted 200000000 less in October than
in September—or in September it
praidd tax on about one-halt of all en-
tries, while in October it ||;1iri LiX n1l
less than 30 pers cent. of the total—

| <howing that unusual inerease muss

You eannot drive up to |

I‘“['ll llil."- |

have oceurred in sueh centers
Durhann, Riclimond,  DBaltimore.
Lynehbure and other pointsof lesser
interest.

il=

tember and October we have a pro-
duction of over 545, 250000 ¢igarettes,
or more than one-half of the total of
the fiscel vear of ISS2="S50more than
S8 per eent. of the total of ISSSE="N4,
about 335 pet cent. of the total ol
ISS4="85, and about 26- per cent. of
the total of 18s5="x6. 11 this rate of
manufactare was Kept up for o year
the total would he 20700000010, \s
it 1=, the total for the calendar vear
ending with Decomber S1=t, prom-
1se= to be at least T30 0000000 and

The Democeratice Policy,

) ENOwW York <tg-
’ \\1'.1]“ not think that our H--]-llli-
Hean friends are in douid any longer
:Hn;‘lil the !tnlil"\' ol thie Ij"!.lll‘l'l'iltil‘
!lill‘l_\'. Til:ll ]ill]\ 1= now lli‘t'l'lhl‘ll
i the results ofa vear's administra-
tion, and in the recommendations
which are made to Congress in the
Pre=ident’s ared I the
|l|-i::n‘llu"li[;l| reports which deCiL-
pany it. The main features of the
Demoeratice !:n]ir}' are these
First—An ceonomical adurini<tra-
tion of the government.
Z"t_'rnwl-——.\ reduetion
There 15 no PUPPOSE 1 ceonionv
\11_|]!=,-i,-i the taxes redieed, il
high taxes are to be maintained. the
l'X]u'llnliIII:'t-- should he continted,
For. great as are the evils of extray-
agance in the publie Lusiness, they
are not so great as the evils of iil't'l‘l-
mulating and holding in the treasury
vast sus for which the LOVETTH nt
his no use, 1 the HGNey 18 spend
it met= back into the hands of th
prople s it 1t 1= hoarded. it takes out

TC==ue

ol [N 35

ure

t l'l. l‘]l‘l’lll:llinll lh!‘ \‘I']"\' 1||l i!liuni il

imdustry and conmmeree,

Third—A\ reduction ol taxes by
removing them from the necessarics
of lite uand from the materials used
by our artisans : nd manufacturers,

Fourth—2\ rehabilitation of the
navy and  a proper provision for

the defensze of the  eities and  har-
|ull'-‘.
Fitth—\ retorm ol the eivil ser-

. A U iviee, <o that the ordinary adininis-
these fizures is apparent when it is |

tration of the several departments
of the zovernment may  be made
independent of the mutations

fluctu:itions ”1"“)““‘..‘;. so that our

political  life may he  defended
against the corrupting and debasing
effects of the spoils svstem.

Sixth—A\ rl’lltl_-ir-!'.-i'iil*li Il’\' the gov-
crnment of those public Lods which
have been scizod without warrant o
law.

Seventh—An adjustment of the

; 2 . ) . . I finanees of the country upon  thi
i= that Néw York City, which is the | .

toundation of a Limetalic CUrreney.
but without attempting to give i fic-
tition= and abuoral value to cither
vald or silver.

I':i‘.’.lsiir—.\ recosnition  of  the
rights of Libor in the old-fashioned
Democratic way, by giving to it
~ceurity and freedom and protection
against the greed  of  ecapital and

.l'_'.';l-i.ll."-l:l}l" tvranny of great Curpori- |

troms, sl |-_\‘ ll]l!'llili'_" to 11 the

. o P nrkets of the waorlid,
l;_\.‘ addineg the amounts of = -

pussibly may go as high as 1600~ |

ENHONN D,
dustry is not a great one snd
markably rapid inits growth,
- e -
A Political “*Combine® in Massa-
chusetts—We Wish It
Sueeess,

L]

[New York Terdd

'}t i< 0oneat littde scombine” in

the Bay State between Messrs. Long
and Cabot Lodue.

Mr. Long is a vouns DBliingite,

who has fxed his anxious eveg

(1}
Mr. Dawes’ seat in the Scenate. g At
the same time Mr. Cabot  Lo#ee.
another voung Blaineite, has his

Who savs the eigarctte in- |

ro- |

These are the ehitel |ruarposies ol the
Democratie covernment whiach th
'rl("llllli" 1‘I|l|:-“ tWwar vears faeo; :IIl'l to

the elections of this vear,
- -
To the Friends of Orpluias,

‘l‘iu* |--|Il|i|L-,,-' -nf :Illl)llll ri 'hl‘i.-Tlll;lr-
|||:||;|>:- il 100001 .-:'-;Il‘_\‘ |III]' e o ;1:‘:1il’|
ask vour aid in hehadt of the Christ-
tiss festivities for the H'|li1.‘||| .\-_\'-
Inm at Oxtorml, N

You will, T know, pardon mie for
1 N[ll‘\'-‘-ill‘_"'lill' illn]w that the entire
contributions ]'l"]”il'l'll torthis bheau-
tita]l  custorm ol nakine l':'])lmln-'i
children i|;i}n|»_\' dat Chiri=tias will D
tiade by eitizens off North Carolina,
Herctolore most ol the aid receivedd
by mie egme from =isingers in dis-
tunt States,  This should not he the
case arain, for we are as noble and

UL rous as the ]“"'l'l" of anv Lad®

or scetion. and it should be ht.rili or

PEOPLE TALKED ABOUT.

Mayor O'Brien has heen re-clectod
niyor of Boston, for a third term.

Chief Justice Waite is g great
walker, and he sneers at the Wash-
Ington strect cars,

The President has nominated Pres-
l-’!ll H. Leslic, of Kentucky, to b
Covernor of Montana. .

F‘-“-\."llillﬂf I‘Il'lli‘l' ||'n,|1|’|-|l‘| owns
a tine plantation in Mississippi and
1= warth over ST NN, '

The e Charles Franeis Adams
left vy Tittle of his estate, valued at
upward of SLOOIKK for public uses.

King Leopold, of Belginm, has
peremptorily sunimoned the African
explorer. Stanlev, to return at once.

Ex-Sverctary Hamilton Fish is
entirely vecovered from the effects
of the paradyvtic shock of last_sum-
ner.

Jolim Roach, the huilder of the
"I_'H!]'}:'.IL 1= =il to Lave CATCCT 1IN
his throat similar to that of General

:l;r:m[.

General Williion G Harding, pro-
prictor of the noted  Belle: Meade .

Cstoek farm, died last Thursday, aged

T vears,

Sunset Cox is entitled to the salary
of & forvign minister to Turkey and
il=o that of Coneressman sinee the
date of Palitzer’s resienation.  He

Fwill not draw the double salary.

1'

General Roger AL Pryor still wears
his hiaar lone, and still carries him-
selt like o =oldier, hut he notice-
;l}ll_\' stouter and  dresses Tess like o
Virginian amd more like a Bre adway

1=

| 1man.

Misz Delva Fockwood is said to
owe LA for unpaid taxes, and it
i= thought that her chanees of being
President are mineh 'I.‘IIII;I‘,{"'I there-
by, Wemust have a President who
pavs herdaxes.

Senator Mahbone sayvs that if the
Virginia Republicans had been prop-
erly organized this vear they would
Lave carried every Congressional dis-
trict, and that in ISSS they will ear-

Ly the State 1,_\- SN !Ii:ljnl'“)'.

. IFow e will llc':t|-lsllilill'll.

pride and pleasure to see that the |

Christmas of our little orphans s
made as bright and happy as we
would lone to have made were we

1 like them.

uves set on Mr. Hour's seat in the |

Senate, which will fall vacant two
vears henee, No Mr. Lodge is help-
ine Mr. Long into the Senate this
vear, and Mr. Long will help Mr.
Lodge into the Senate two years
heneo.

The first step in the *combine ™
Wils, We =upposce, the defeat of Mr.
Rice, Senator Hoar's brother-in-law,
for Congress last November,  The
two voung bosses showed their power
there in rather an ugly way, for Mr.
Riceis an excellent and usetul mem-
ber. But the young Napoleons prob-
ably reflected that it is not possible
to make an omelette withoat break-
INg some eges,

What Mr Rice und the two gentle-
men nowrepresenting Massachusetts
in the Senate, think of this “eom-
bine” 1s not difficult to guess,
do they not sce in it the fine Italian
hand of Mr. James G, Blaine—wlio,
by the way, is setting up his pins
also in some of the southern States—
in Virginia, for instance. where an
anti-Mahone Blaine “combine™ is in
full operation ?

-

And So Would We.

[Western =entinel

Last summer it was intimated

ot v
I'he sweetest moments of Iife are

tho=e which come to us lv‘\' reason ol

decds well done, and trom a realiza-

tion of having made the lives of

others happier and brighter.  Will

" vou not, theretfore, add that preeious

But |

that President Cleveland had a for- |

eien mission in store for Gen. Cox
if he was defeated for renomination
to Congress on account of his Civil
Serviee record.  The friends of this
sentleman are now  disenssing the
appropriate fitness of the appoint-
ment by the President of Gen, Coxto
the Turkish mission recently made

se¢ this able North Carolinian ap-
pointed to this mission.

— e il -
Mr. Pearson and County Govern-
- ment.

[Asheville Advance |
In regard to the rumor that Mr,
Pearson will lead an attack on the

county government system, we will

and  peeuliar joy whicly flows only
from orphancd children’s smiles. to
the bright and bappy Chiristmas you
anticipate, by giving something to
aid me in this Inbor of Jove?

Send what you feel willinge to aive
to Dr. 3. F. Dixon, Oxtord, N, (O,
and marked “For Christinas.”

Ilnlu-fnll_\' VOUrs,
W. F. DEa=Ley.
. - — .
Let the Farmers Everywhere
o Likewise,

Goldshoro Messenger. |

The farmers of the county are core |

dially, invited to attend the mecting

ot the Wavne County Farmers” Club, |

at the the court house, next Satur-
day at 10 o'clock, when, we presume,
a permanent organization will be
effected. Tt i= an old but true adage,
that “in union there is strength,”
and we believe that a union of our
farmers for interchange of views up-
on-mntters of agriculture will prove
heneficial, and henee we hope that
the effort to organize a live Farmers
Club in our county will prove a sue-
A farmers” club, however, can-
not I)t'_' t'u]:tllll"[l-ll :-'lll'l.'l':-?:-?fU“_\' \\'ilh-

CSs,

L out the earnest efforts of the furmers

say that we feel authorized to state |

that he will do nosuch thing. Ifthe
law could be so arranged as to allow
Juncombe and other counties in
Western North Carolina to elect their
commissioners and magistrates, he

would favor that plan. but he will |
never give his vote to place the white |

people of Eastern Carolina under
negro rule again.

themselves, and  thercfore it g de-
siredd that the second meeting of the
club be largely attended by those
who will take hold with the deter-
mination to make the organization

a SUCCU=s.
- -

Not as Debatable as It Might Be.

[ Wilmington Star.]
North Carolina, one of the reliable
Democratie States of the South sinee
the overthrow of the carpet-baggers,
was mastered by the independents
this vearin the election of the Legs-
lature. and it ix now as debatable as
Michigan.—Phia. Times
The Times is not informed.

| died from' fright

Jar wou

Rev, Zoachariah Gordon, futher of
CrovernorJohn lL[;urilnl:,nl‘l;t'llr;_’i:l.
dicd at his home in Alabama on the
nicht of the 9thoinst,  Hewas about
nimety vears ol azeoand for sixty
years had heen o Baptist minister.

Chicf Justiee Carter, of the Distriet
of Colurmbin, 12 soon 1o retire, we see,

. o | It is the plaee thus to be made va-
whiel) l]n-'\' winve thelr ;||ni|rn|\'::f HU|

cant to whieh 1t 1s |m1n<|i Hon. D, G,
Heisem-
inently well fitted to 1l it and to
alorn it.

President Cleveland has just come
into o fortune. iz uncle, the late
-|u.-¢l'lnf| Nealodeft some property., of
which the President will inherit
ihout two handred dollars. Notdi-
ing hike having rviel kingif vou are
President.,

The Creseent Club, the  leading
Democratie nr;_:.-miz;ltiun of Balti-
more, have forngrly opened  their
politicul club house, and at the open-
i haed a bangguet, at which Speaker
Carbishe, Senntor Blackburn and oth-
crs, responded to toasts,

Congressman Reagan, of Texas, is
i ecandidate for the United States
Sencate tog sueeced Mreo Maxey, and s
<iitl to be secomd in the raee in point
of strength, only Mr. Maxey leading
B, Ex-Gov. lreland and Judge
AW, Terrell age all candidates.

The Court of Appeals of London
rendered o deeision in the ease of the
;1[|lpr;|] ol .lalllll':-' Crordon “l‘lllli'ﬂ‘
from the award against him for 825-
000 i favor of Cyrus W Fields, for
libel, The Court of \ppeals in its
decision sets aside®the verdiet of the
lower court on the ground that Mr.
Benmett i< not a British subject and
does not reside in Great Britain, The
court holds, therefore, that the sal-
stittited serviee in the case was ille-
wal.  Mr. Field i< condemned to pay
the cost. -

Ex-Sceretary of State Hamilton
Fish and wifecelebrated their golden
woedding last Wednesday.,  Among
the friends who called to wish them
many more years of happy married
life- were Mr. and Mrs. John Jay, Mr.
and Mr<. Elliot  Floyd-Jones, Mr.
Fred Bronsen, and Mr. J. Pierpont
Morgan., Mr=. Fish's sisters, Mrs.
Benjumin and Mrs. Griflin;  her
daughiter. Mrs. Rogers, of Garrison :
Nicholas Sturvevsant, and  other
members of the family  were also
present.

Steve Brvant, 123 vears of age,
at the continued
carthquake shocks at Beaufort, S. (',
on December 14th. Bryant was in
Augusta when Washington passesd
through this city in 1791 and waited
on the table at which the Father of
his Country was feasted.  The negro
had eounted the shocks since Aug.
21 and predieted that the hundredth
' Ll he the summons for Judg-
ment Day. Beaufort experienced
her ninetyv-ninth jar, and the old
man eould not stand the suspense of
the 1-xp(-i't|-r] one hundreth _:md ex-
pired in the paroxysms of fright.

The Florida. pulilir‘ians say lll_at
Senator Jones has not been geen 1n

| that State for over two vears. The

The |

Democrats have a good majority in |

the Senate. The House also

will |

probably be under Democratic con- |

trol. North Carolina elected its Ju-
diciary ticket by nearly 24000 ma-

jority. It will go Democratie in 1885

if the right sort of Democrat is nom-
inated. McDonald, Hewitt, Hill,
“Sunset” Cox or Carlisle could carry
it by 20000. The Timex is counting
the wrong chickens.

[egislature which elects his succes-
sor will meet next April. It is hardly
probable that Senator Jones will be
a candidate again. Those of his
friecnds who keep track of his move-
ments sav that his mind must be
affected.  No other conclugion can
be reached when his ridiculous
actions for the past year are taken
into consideration. A member of
the Michigan delegation when asked

' how Senator Jones employed his

| time in Detroit, replied: “Oh, Wallf-
|ingup and down by Miss Palm’s

house and making an ass of himself

| generally.”




