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A CHRISTMAS HOMILY.

The Social and Seealar Siguifleance of
the Day.

The establishment of the Christmas
festival, now the most jovous of the
yveurly holidays throughout the civil-
ized world, is the most rocont in date
of the great church days.

and secular significance, of course,

Tts social

followed its religious adoption. Yet,
curiousiy enough, it derived its rites
of merry making not from Christian-
ity =0 much as from the customs of
the The rulers of
the carly  ehurel, from Constantine

heathen world.
down, were shrewd politicians. They
how important it was to
clude us muany as possible of the old
pagan and beliefs to which
the people of the Romuin

in the

Enew

in-

usages

empire had

been attached observances of
new faith,

Just

1 LF
why December 25th was se-
leeted as the natal day of the Savior
of the world

to tell,

nobody  lias ever been
Ce
historie reason nor the slightest au-

thentie

ablo

inly there is no
wiell known
that December is the rain
Judan, when pejther shepherds nor
the skv., Tt is
more than probable that the celebra-
tivn of Christ's birth,
the fifth

servid

clew, and it is

v Seusin in

fiocks  Lirave apen
which
had not

gol them to be P oyr-

up to
contury been obe-
at all,
wortliv of holiday
Easter and Whit

It wasa lappy thought to

nized u4s not less
consecration than
sunday.
this as identical
might be with

a, which still

ke as

neuriy

b * . 'y
e old Roman saturn-

survividd o some of
its forms, and with the annual feast
of Thor, the
Teutonle which
bud acevpted the white Christ. Tt

abserved wmong all

races, Lhse

uven

wits the more apposite, ton, as the
Romun festival and the Teuton

wiike bad svmbolic reference to the
great hatural fact that the son at or
about that dote rises oot of thie deva-
i » of his power to avgmenting
heat aed splender.  This was easily

applicable to the first appearance of

thee Son of God and the Sun of the

World among men.

So we see import into by
servance of the Christian holidhy
from the frst ot its soeinl side the

time-h and

(FER U

heptlion

ceromonies.  The universal presemt
giving of the saturnalia, especially
toch en, and the demao

ity which abolishaed distin

rank @l that period woere at onee fol

iwid by the Christicg merrymakers.
From the old Norse us=ages the
borrowed the customs of th
bonfires, the Yule log of holy azh or

kto lwe burned indoors. the sym-

ollzm of the bolly and mistletoe
bowgehs, alike sacred to the deities,
Lhe great boat's Liead servn the

» resistance of the Ci mas

It general bacchanalian-
1h weasion, The
Y Wils G0 tVpica
festiva Santa Clpu
came by and
rich syvmbolism ¢ the C
show as the sgecessor of Oding the

ill father and all giver. The Secan-
dinavinn god on the occasion of the
festivities of his eldest son, Thor,

tributed oniversal gifts, the father
of each fami A

11

in the matter,

being his spoecinl agent
A= Odin, or “_ln].- 0,
myths the mighty

became in later
\\llll

the

huttsman ranged the forests,
Christmas tree and

Why,

ms of Odin should

we see low

evergreens found their places,

howevor, the Tun

have specially been finally travsfer-

red to St Nicholas out of all the
Christian canon roll, unless from the
fact t this e old saibt wis the

f ehildren and sehool-
Tlh':'-l'

things zo to show what a curiously

special putron

bovs, it is net eusy to divine,

tangled composite our Christmas is
dodd how lustily it has grown out of
tiil it

the most significant wnd hallowed of

diverse elements biias become
holiday seasons, markiog really an
Yt

opoch of th

Among the couses which bave en-

shrindd this day so deeply in the
beart of the world the fact that it is
pecullarty childeen's day is probably
the most fetebing in its magie. The

young people  everywhere among
Christian peoples constitute the fue-
tor which dominates the sovial ob-

servance of the scason. Rich wassail
at the dinner board, seraphic musie
and poffp of church service, even the
giviug of rich gifts among the elders,
were these all, would leave Christmas
put little different from other holi-
days, notably so in the case of Easter,
when present giving among the rich
has become so common. The Bam-
infant Christ, as the idol of
would then

hino, or
the
little significance, but when the juve-

that it rules the
e is struck which
riogring
How Charles
Dickens, the prose poet of Yuletide
i fiction, bas spun
fact into exquisite episodes is probo-

occasion, have but

world declares

nili

JI.!P:II'I‘ the k

sonds its thrilling music

throughout humauity.
this pregnaunt
bly the highest mensure of his suc-

The

lmages lie has ereated will live for-

work.

cess  in imaginative
ever in the Christimas procession far
more than puppets to the warm
hearts of conntless readers. And it
is not amony the children of the rich
that Christmas  most (liffuses
felicity in real life any more than
amonyg the ofsprings of the great
Christmas romancer,

s

It is among the poorand the lower
middle classes that Christmas joy
reigns with most potency. The trifle
speut to secure a Christimas  tree
with its burden of cheap toys and
sweets in the tencment house repre-
sents vastly morve than the corre-
spouding splendid show among the
affluent. The story of the little erip-
ple, “Tiny Tim,” sets its canticie to
more resounding steains of harp and
ever attend the
The true
was found in the

cymbal than can
festival musie of a palace.
“Chrissom child’
humble manger.
The feeling that Christmas duy is
peculiarly consecrated to the poor
as well as 1w the children has always
iuite of  the
wsages of the day. The lowest classes

been characteristie

times wade T
with their superiors il
At the
period we see an ever in
creasing bencfaction in the way of
helping the poor to enjoy Christmas

in medinval
fully

were
share

feasting and merryms

preseot

more  generously the 1urkv‘\' ar
gonse for the home table, toys and
clothing for the youngsters, and

public dinners, often supplemented
by substantial presents for the home-
less waifs.  On this special oceasion
such philanthropy shows its moest
sweeping and liberal form; and the
heart is softencd to  the
thouglit that in spite of carthly dis-

human

tinetions all men are equul before

Him whose natal day as man is thus |

The demoeratic influence
stmas thus stands out a great
actor.
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other ta become

hostile, it 8 & pregoant thought that

more and more should be done to in-

tensify the spirit and tendencies of
the Cliristmas season as an object
lesson i kindlv svmputhy between
Wit
for poverty is sometimes turned from
ilessing ta bane by a hauvehty and

the giver. The
is that of the for

rich o wealth does

pitronizing air in

Christmas =pi

dte man, who cordially helps Lis
ucky brother, the spirit of the

I'tie

wl Samaritao. habitual ex-

ise of this Teeling on ope duy
when all tradition and religious sen-

timent tury towird it ]u'.;l'-i. to extend
it ta other days, and that is the true
function of Christ’s natal festivity.
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Christmas Giving,

Of course nevd not

you tre toid of
the origin of presenting gifts at this
season of the The

veur, three wise

who followed the star until it

men
remained stutionnry over the stuble

in Bethlebem, and who, entering the
hovel whereln wiere the cow and the

an, )

before the beantiful

Babe in the manger, placed before
him presents of myrrh, frankincense
gold, Their example Is the ex-

ample that you follow to-dav, 1,500

years afver the Magi made obe e
to the Child

];f;l.,.

Jesps, and when You
presents before the little ones
who are made in the image of the
Dhivine Babe you aredoing what was
done by the eastern Kings, but re-
member thut to carry out their ex-
ample to the fall

mangers, the

the babes in the
little ones in !lll\-l‘|:-_
must not be forgotten,

Most of Customs
Kris Krin-

our Christmas
wome feommn the Germaoan.
i

is involved in much doubt. Formeriy

i o legendary myth whose arigin

in the small villages of Giermuny the
presents made Tl_\.' all |‘J:l|‘|'|11.~=. wiere
sent to some one person, who, in high
buskins, a white robe, a mask and
an enorinous flax wig, and Enown as
Kueeht Bupert, went from house to
house.  He was received by the pa-
rents with  great and,
]'lr‘(':-c'llh-ll
the gifts to them according to the
accounts of their conduct
from the parents. It appears as
bighly probable that this custom
gave rise to our present innumerable

legrends about Santa Claus,
— - —
Christmas Gireens.

reverence,

calling for the children,

['t't'-'i\'l'll

I olden times holly was used only
to deck the inside of bouses at Christ-
mas, while ivy was used not only as
A vintner's sign, but also among the
evergreens at funerals.
Iy “the rocms were embowered with

For former-

holly, ivy, cvpress. bays, laurel and
mistletoe.”

There are thousands of quaint old
verses thit could be quoted in praise
of the rosemory, laurel and mistle-
toe. A love of nature, her fruits
and Howers, her aond vines
with their mystic significance seems
to bave been a predominant trait
among those who pathered at the
Y uletide,

roses

Those He Don’t Want,
When a man says he doesn't want
anvy Christmas presents, he means
that he doesn’t want any that are

charged to him at the storves, or
bougdit with his own money.

As a cure for rhemnmtisie Chamber-
Inin’s Pain Balo is gaining n wide repn-
pation. 1 B Jobnston of Richmond,
Iml., bas been tronbled with that ail-
ment sinee 1862, o speaking of it he
¢ pever fonmd anvthing that
edieve me until T ased Chamber-
Inin's Pain Balm, Tt acts like magic
with me. My foor was swollen aod
paining vovery much, but one good
applivation of Pain Balm relieved me.”
For =ale by M. E. Rolinson & Bro., J.
H. Hill & Son, aml Miller’s Drrug Store,
Goldsbore, and J, K. Smith, Mount
Olive,

A NATHON'S DOINGS.
The News From Everswhere Gathered
and Condensed.

A severe earthquake was felt in
the Wasatch Valley, TTtab, Wednes-
day.

Twenty carloads of beer are being
shipped from Cincinnati, Olio, to
Manila.

Disappointed in love, Howard Tut-
tle, 27 vears old, drowned himself at
San Franeiseo, Cal., Friday.

In the Wilder-Whittaker foud, st
| Manchester, Ky., Wednesday, John
Wilder was shot by an unksown
| man

An explosion of powder in the
Huarwood mine, near Hazleton, Pa.,
Saturdayv. fatally burned James Me-

| Favghlin and Owen Ward.

| The national anti-trust conference
is called to meet in Chicago oo the
anniversary of the birthday of Abra-
ham Lineoln, February 13, 1900,

For the of his wife in
P August fast, W b Glazer was hunged
at Albany, Ca , Friday. e was the
only white man ever executed in the
county.

murder

Unknown white men, at Birming-
ham, Ala., Thursday, ambushed and
shot dead George and James Her-
ring, negro miners. with whom they
had quarreled.

It is proposed to unveil the monu-
ment 1o the sallors of the Maine at
Key West, Fla., at a time when the
battleship Texus and Captain Sigs-
bee can be present.

At Nemuoha, Ia, Saturday, I'red-
erick Earling, ehief of telegraph con-
struclion on the Chicago, Milwaukee
and S1. Puul
nod lnstantly killed by o passenger
train

To himself for the fore-
closure of a morteage, W. DL San-
son beld up the First National Bank
cashier ot Sac City, Ia, Wednesday,
and took 40, but was guickly cap-
tured.

wilroad, was run over

revengea

lu a dispute over a lpundry bill,
E. C. Wingate struck L. M. Geaton,
an insurance agent, who had drawn
his revolver, with a piece of steam
pipe, at Franklin, N.
killing him instantly,

At Tacoma, Wash,, Friday night,
Adam Crist shot his wifie fatally,
killed his Syear-old son, seriously

H., Saturday,

wounded a second, aged 5 vears, and
then shot and killed himself. Jeal-
ousy i= said to be the wiotive for the
crime.

The annval reunion of Confederate
will be held in Louisville,
Ky., May J0th and 31st and June 2d
and 3l next. Sundav, June 3d, will
b the 92d anniversary of the birth of
Jefferson Davis dud’ fitting memorial
Mr.

veterans

services will be held on that doay

Davis was a native of Kentucky.
Curtis M

of machinery at the hosiery mill at

Tavior, superintendent

the Seuth Carcling penitentiary, was
cnuehit in the shaftinge Tuesday and
whirled to his death. The machinery
made revalu-
tions before it could be stopped. The
hody was terribly mangled, Every
limb was broken amd one ear torn off,
Taylor bad jost arrived from Man-
chester, N. H., Saturday, 1o take

more than a score of

this position.
- o — e —
Forcign Afairs.

A pew Cabinet has boen :jp]julu'l"d
in Peru.

Suffering in the famine-stricken
districts of India is inereasing.

The British army in South Africa
will be inereased to 145,000 men.

The new Cunard Liner Saxonia
was launched in the Clyde Saturday.

Oualy about 1,10 Spanish prisopers
are now left in the hands of the
Filipinos.

A serious liglﬂ!ll‘*-:-i of mouey is
reported from Berlin, where rates of
discount are rising.

General Otis in a disputeh from
Munila reports another uprising in
Negros, which he says is not serious,

Major March, of the Thirty-third
Infantry, has given up the pursuit of
Aguinaldo in the mountains of North

Latzon.

Parlinment will sit down on the
London Council scheme to spend
£130,000,000  in  metropolitun  im-
provements. .

An immense section of Paris’ poor-
ly-constructed underground tunnel
caved in, with a rumbling like an
earthquake, Saturday.

In a fight at Madrigal, Island of
Negros, a body of American troops
killed 24 Filipinos without losing o
man on the vietorious side.

Emperor William has withdrow
Major Baron von Suesskind, military
attach at Paris. The Dreyfus affair
was the cavse of withdrawal.

Field Marshal Lord Roberts has
been appointed British commander-
in-chiefl in South Africa, with Gen.
Lord Kitchener as chief of stafl.

The large new twin screw steam-
ship Potsdam, built for the Holland-
America Line, was successfully
launched st Hamburg, Saturday.

Many deaths, due to exposure in
frigid weather, in Germany, are re-
ported, the mercury having been
down to I¥ degrees bhelow zero in

| Berlin.

| National Capital Matters,
sgular orrespaondent
Asfixaroy, Dee. 19, 1809,
Mr. McKinley fsn’t satisfied with
bossing Congress; he intends to boss
the whole republican shooting match.
For some regson e has soured on
Boss Platt's little scheme of making
Gov. Teddy Roosevelt the Vice Presi-
dential candidate, and he took occa-
| sion to tell the members of the Repub-
lican National Committee, which met
in Washiogton to-day to choose the
time and place for the next republi-
can national convention, that Seere-
tary Root would be nominated on
his ticket. Doss Platt tries 1o make
it appear that he means it when Le
says that Root's nomination for Vice-
President will be entirely  satis-
factory to him. Now, that it has
become known that Mre. Root is Mr.
McRKinley's candidate the thick and

thin worshippers at the MceKinley | Property of John R. Lyerly, near|

shrine are [ulling into line and the
Root boom is growing accordingly.
Senator Allen, who has been ap-
pointed by the governor of Nebraska
to fill the vacancy left by the death

of the late Senator Hayward, will be!
warmly welcomed us o staunch and |

valuable recruit to the ranks of the
anti-gold standoard Senators,
are prepaving for along and hard
fight in the Senate ag
standard bill, which Mr. MeKinley
has found it so easy to jam through
the House,

The republican speeches in the
House, last week, contained lots of
gush about “‘republican prosperity’
and “sound money,” but very little

wlio

praise of any portion of the gold|

which will, if it be-
comes o law, put the control of the
finances of the country in the hands

standard bill,

of the them
contract or expand the amount of

money in eirculation at will,

bankers, enabling

Representative Cochran, of Miss-
ouri, in an able speech against the
MeKinley gold standard bill, pre-
sented Bgures showing that there is
the world to do
the busioess of the world, and de-
that importation of gold
i the surplus erops exported

not enough gold in

clared
to pay f

to supply the fuilure of erops abroad
had quickesed trude and produced
the prosperity of whicl: the republi-
cans boasted, and warned the repub-
that when
declined, as he believed it was bound

licans the stock of gold

to do. the prosperit; of to-day would
cramble like o house of cards, Rep-
resentative Sims, of Tennessee, in

lis speech against the gold bill,
called attention toa very important
[uct—thatl while wages did not aver-
age more than 10 percent. above the
P

ed goods bhad increased 100 per cent,

vie level, the I’Jrl.l‘(' of manufactur-

Senator Pettigrew's resolution

call

ing upon the Sécretary of the
| Navy to inform the Senate whether
the flag of the Philippine republic
was carried by vessels in Manila Bay
amnd saluted by Admiral Dewey or
any of the vessels of his squadron at
time May 1, 1898, and
whether a vessel flying the Philip-
the United
States eruisers Concord and Raleigh

[ARY =ince

pine flag accompaunied

to Subig Bay, in June 1898, to aid in
compelling the Spanish foree to sur-
render, asks for legitimate informa-
tion and should be adopted. IF these
reports are false the administration
ought to be glad of the opportunity
to ofticially suy so, but no such glad-
ness is manifested. On the contrary,
Mr. Pettigrew's resolution is to be
smothered, not answered.

Mr. Quay is in Washington. mak-
ingr a personal appeal to Senators to
vote to seat him on the governor's
credentials. Tt is said that if
does not recelve assurances from a
sufficient number of Senators to
that he
intends to with-
draw his application and eredentials,
but there is doubt as to whether he
vould withdraw them.

Some of the members of the House

he

make it absolutely certain

will be seated, be

commitlee which is engaged in in-
vestigating the churges against Mr,
Roberts are themselves charged with
being more anxious to get a free
trip to Utah and back. with all ex-
penses paid;, than to complete the
make 1 report.
There seems very little probability
that the report will be made to the

investigation and

House before the Christmuas recess,
The democrats intend pushing
trust legislation at this session of

Congress,  Senator Morgaon, of Ala-
bama, has introduced an anti-trust
juint resolution which be says be in-
tends forcing to o vote if it possibly
can be done, and Senator Chilton, of
Texus, says the same about the anti-
trust bill he has introduced.

' The appointment of Gen. Leonard
Wood, whose nomination to be major
genernl of volunteers was confrmed
by the Senate last week, to be Mili-
tary Governor of Cuba, is regarded
as the best thing that has happened
for the Cubans for some time, as he
has shown by his mavagement of the
province of Santiago that he thor-
oughly understands how 1o get along
with them.

Arthur Barnes, of Wilson, N. C.,
appointed doorkeeper in the Senate
many years ago by Sesator M. W,

Ransom, was found dead in bed here |

Saturday morning. Heart disease
was the cause of his death. He was

Ivery highly thought of.

st the }_'n!lll

ALLOYER THE STATE.

A Summary of Carrent Events for the
Past Seven Days.

and machinery is now being placed
in two new cotton mills there,

There is quite un amount of diph-

{ton, but the dowtors =ay they are
not epidemic.

Itis said that when the Legislature
meets in Juune a bill will be introduced
to abolish Criminal Courts and in-
crease the number of Superior Court
judges.

Fire at Gibsonville, Friduy niwht,
“frﬁtrn‘yu-‘l the saw will acd wood
{shop of W, C. Micha¢l, cavsing a
 loss of about £4.000, partially cover-
| ed by Ene-.u!_:nn:v.

The cotton gio, saw mill and other

Rockwell, Rowan county, were con-
sumed by lire Monday wight., The
i5 estimated at $2,00; no in-
surance.

|
| loss
|
i

A negro was found dead at Old
Sparta, few
duys ago, und the position of his
body when foun

Fdgecombe county, u

wd indicated that he

was in the act of stedling flour when
stricken dead.

The smallpox appears to be making
|some progress in Guilford county.
Mrs. W. E. MeNairy, who lived near
Guilford College, died of the disease
Sunday night and one of the children
of the family has it now.

Teillustrate the shortuess of the
lcotton crop in this State, it may be
far this season—that
is, from September 1—only
bales have been marketed at Raleigh,
arainst 14,414 to this date last vear.

stated that so

10|

The Pullinan Palace Car Compuny
hius secured an option on a large
traet of lund near Salisbury, and It
i= rr]v“fl:-ni will erect large a-liir[:\
there, to be used as repair shops for
the cars that are used oo southern
roads.

A. E. Bobbitt, 4 prominent citizen
of Granville killed M. R.
Ross Monday by striking him on the
back of the head with a stick.

wd

county,

loss

Bobhitt with stones and it

During a family row near Bethania,
Forssth county, Tuesduy afternoon,

Joseph Hazser shiot Romulus Fineh,

Lis step-mother’s brother, five tl
nflicting fatal injuries.
shot his stepmother in the thigh,
e t'-?é\'.'li-l‘-i.
Baker's
county, Wednesday afternoon, Land
Phillips shiot Joe Calloway, from the
effects of which he died Thursday
morning. The trouble is believed to
have arisen from Calloway's rela-
tions with Phillips” wife.

108

At mill, in Buscombe

Sunday afternoon fre broke out in
the warehouse of the Chuarlotte Cot-
ton Mills, in Charlotte. There were
706 bales of cotton in the warchouse
and of these 201 were damaged by
tire and the rest by fire and water,
The loss is fully covered by insur-
ance.

In a fire at Heath Springs, 8. C.,
Sunduy morning, the ‘lr;m!. 0 bales
cotton and B, S, Suttle, of Shelby,

this State, were buroed wp. His
supposed that Suttle, while intoxi-
cated, went intoa boex cor, built a

fire and then went to sleep, with the
above resuits,

The five-year-old son of ex-Chisf of
Bradford, of Win
with his family i= now living in High
Point, died Sundoy from eating u

Polive ton, who

piece of candy that he picked up on
the Soon after eating  the
candy bhe was seizedd with convulsions
and died in agony.

S. L. Hart, of
county’s wost prominent citizens and

sireet.

one Edgecombe
a member of the present State Leg-
islature, died at his
Heartsease,  that county,
moraning, of heart dizease, aged 48
In his

home near

YEars,
State Guard
one of its stronges: friends<.

W, E. Honeycutt, charged with
killing Deputy Marshal Grier. and

who

a valuable eitizen and

is supposed 1o huve also mur-
dered Milton S. Phillips, a witness
the brought
Greensboro Sunday night and lodged
in jail. He will be tried at the next
term of 'ederal Court at Statesville,
The prisoner is a respectable looking
man. aged about 40 wvears and is
slender of build.

RovAL

Baking Powder
Made?r?n pure
cream ji__ tartar.

Safeguards the food

sgint k.

Alym

menacers (o

to tragedy, was to

powders are the greatest
dtlasumday.

WOVAL BAMING POWDER 0O, Witw vORK.

| Hendnebe bad?  Get Dr. Miles® Pain Pills

A &ilk mill is 1o be built at Tarboro |

: s s ]
theria and scarlet fever in Wilming-

Huuser also

Friday :

v 1 |
death the State loses

| \ .' = ..{b
ACTS GENTLY ON

KIDNEYS, LIVER

AND BoweLs
| LEANSES THE JYSTEM
| pprsTEEFECTUALLY
| OLDS T2 HES O
S e FEVS
.‘ TIPATION
IMBITUM' CONPSERWMI.!
[ I‘l‘s <0 GEp

., LT
@URRNIA i SYRVPE

Tevi G
¥y b‘“ 5 u.-_t'lr* Il"'f”;?ﬁ
‘ TR BALL £ 5ul CRUEBETS FEAL 30 TR IRIL

| § 4

|
| MONE SENUINE
| WITHOUT IT.

& CORRECTS THE LIVER.
' ¥ TASTELESS
m& CHILLTONIC
is sold Strictly onits Merits, It is the
best Chill Tonie af the smallest price,
and your mongy refunded if
it fails to eureg you.

! [ =l 2
Tl Galidsboro Drug Co.

anle. Whiolesnle

il retall Dy

They nre
If you cure

are a souren of comfort
wRoEree of cure, mleo
for yonur child's benith sond for
ustrated ook on the disarders
to whkh clilidran are suljeet
and which

' FREY'S VERMIFUGE

| Lins cnred for @ yenrs.

thue Suitin by mgll Lo 10 gy
E.& S FREY,
| A Baltimore, Md,

® A QUICK CURE FOR @
COUGHS AND COLDS§

| Very valualle Remedy in all
| affections of the

%TI—IROAT or LUNGS

-4 Large Dottles, 2:c.
DAVIS & LAWHRENCE 0., L
Prop's of Perry Payle® I'n

EEECTLCITTITEE

|
I

eS¢

Simld mesall

Take rn ;;h.—'. Helunn
betltmtlons wnd

Tin and Sheet
-~ Metal Worker,

Tobacco Flues,

Stove Pipe, Valley Tin,
Roofing, Plumbing,
Repairing, EtC. s\

You can save money hy seeing
me hefore placing your orders.

All work done by experienced
men with dispateh, and goaran-
teed.

Thanking the public for their
past patronage and soliciting a
continuanee of the same, I am

Respectfully.

T. C. BRYAN,

Walnut Street, THE NUSTLER,

|
,[




