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The following notice of . Capt.
Symmes, nod his new heory of the
Karth,is from the Kennebeck Journsl.
awell edited paperin the Swate oo
Muine. Asitis probable, that a ma-
jority of our readers know very little
about his theory, the following sketeh
wi'l give them some ides of tie

CAPTAIN SYMMES' THEORY

On Friday. the 141k, aud Mouday
x ivered.
cctures in this town, on his Drw |
theory of the earth. A!l Lis lectures
were well attended.  Capt. Symmes
is a man of pluin and simple, yet a

gre‘rnb.v manners, with nothing arro

gant or dietatorial .about him, ad
with ro pretensions to seholnstic
learniug, nor to the graees of oratory.
‘The weight of the arguments he uses
isall that eun earry eonviction in his
favor. Wherever he hus explained
hia theory, it has been satisfied tlat
it may be true; and no ene, perhaps,
capuble of comprebending it. has Leen
disposed to treat it with rid.cufe,
bowever he may have regurdedit,
Capt. Symmes, himself, we have no
douht, is most thoronghly eonvipeed
of the truth of his theory. He lintens
to all objecti-ns against it with great
patience, and answers them without
any apparent desire to avoid just eon-
clusions  He may eougratulate Lim

self that there are no religious pre-
judiees against bia theory. —Gullileo
was imprisoned for maintaining the
Copernican system—~but in the pre.
ient day, any theorist may give to the!
carth what shape he pleases, without
incurring ecolesiartical vengrance, or
disturbing the faith cven of the most
bigoted.

According to Capt. Symmes’ theo-
ry, the eacth is a hollow sphere, open
at the poles, the southern verge being
upwards of 5000 miles in diameter,
and the wporthern more than 4000.
The verges of these openings are not

arallel with the equator, but both
project farther on ‘one side than the
other, particularly the northern,
which is marked nearly in the follow-
g latitudes—<tlie high side ut about
Jat. 68, at some meridian between the
Maels'rom and Nova Zembla, & the
line of its aeme crosses leeland near
Moant Hecela, Baffin's Day not far
narthof 60: through the midstof Hud:
son’s Bay, and near Lake \Vinnippg,
crossing the Northw vsl eoast at al,._,;,rl
G4, and Kampuehutka, at 55, wid %o
!l{l‘liﬂg (o the ll!ﬂ(!t' of commencement.
The Sourthern verge commences the
low side at or near (e Cape of Good
Hope in the Atlantie, Cressing Pala
gonia betwedn Int. 42 and 35, asd
crossipg near the middle of New
Zicsland, and Letween Noew-1oHddd
“and Van Diemaon's Land, to L place
SR | The differeace " in the

~his |

|

Ay dvei 1o

'qrdiﬁm ioto another, or thro’ the

tor destin

of these purticles will have their the same way.

npon these principles 1y propuriiana- oppasite side of the verzo

the larger cuds efithe ‘li\l’!in“;‘-ﬁ of air

TEyamey addueceda great wony wren. S8 bimoina pueby line

—_—

CREENSBOROVUGH, N

- — e = an e — g

ments drawn from faels weil known
and from the observation of Voyagers:
antd he explaing many phenomens
whieh remosined inexplicable onder
theod heary. ‘Thevaniatinn of the

Cpt =ymmes that wllocedle he nseribes to the obligguity of
placetury budies, wiieh b ve o otate-|the northern polur epenive. and“he
ty notion ontheir uiais, must ut-vrﬂm-]u::tku that verge corresn nd  with
rily be hollow from the ‘Ilt'KTIH“'l!‘l!g- the magoetie equator.— Lhe differ
ed principics of gruvity and maton, enpe belt"een the elimate of I'Iur"p-
Ui prineiple of gravitation, which .aofl this eotntry, in the same lati-
goverus all the material world, is on lutl, be-attribuies to a like cause,
Iy the tendeuee which particles of ealeulating that it is the di-tan-e
miatter have to  aitract each other. from the poles, which secures a mild
We areatiracted towards the eentre elimafe.—Withia the Kne where he
of the enrth by all the matter that is!,:,\;ﬁ.‘h,_o,vqsses. 15 8 region without
benenth us, even to the opposite side .wond nnd where the sun shinihg con-
or our avtipodes. I is not so with tinvally for six months, does not melt
the partieles of matter ahove them. the snow and iee of a sunless wioter,
ns well as thag below; and near the Over this region the wind is blowing
entre, (sUpposing the earth sylid,) almost econtinually upon eclimates
particles of macier would be attracied nearge the equator. - Pasiing (his
every way alikke,and therefore gravi  vergetowards the interivr he eon
ty would be completely neviralised by tends the climate is much_warmer, !,

vize Fihke polar openings is nseribed
to the fact that thie northo tn veige 18
bounded by lands, particalarly wn its
g el or Burvopean  wde, wiile the
gonthern verge is mostlym an open sea.

contentds

would prevent the contrifugzal foree of rivns pfc'r'igli's who have “expl.rei the
the earth, its rotatory or dally revo- northern séas, tha there are currents
luticns, from lhrnwingt!,@-.e-pa--lich's setting continually south,. and that|
from the centre, aud (hus leavioga these currents from the north walt/
concavily in the interior: Such an great quantities nflurge timber vpon |
opening once formed theprinciple of the shoresof Spitzhergen and olher|
gravity would operate to nitruet bo- iunds of the nurthern seas. where 'nnl
dies towards the coneave suriuee, and timber grows; that great floacks of
tho” the prineiple might be weukes, hirds come fram “the worth :n the
becauso more neutralized by opposite Spring aud regularly return in (he
and lateral attraetions than on the Falli—that the senl und black whale
e nvex surfaceg’ yel this deficiency migrates in (he same say; that the
llli:‘_;l" be fully made up hy the eentreis' wild reindeer on this eontinent ﬂ,iq_
fugul or projectile motiov of the earth, disappear when Wioter sets 10, and
e i et e M e B v S S B
ty on the coneave. instead of ug.}ing{‘gﬂ to the north for a warmer elimate;
1t a4 on tha ednvex or outer surfuece. that persins who have wintered some

The difliculty in aceounting fur aiuistance beyond where Le plaees the
rallicieney of light and heat to render | verge. state that the cold was mueh
t.cinterior hubitable, is thought -to less intense thau it is farther south;
e the strongest objeetion to the the- | and the Russiny whalemen and others
y- tato such OPENIILGY BN are Eup- ‘have severul thaies founid ap opendca
Imned lo exigt,"ﬂgu sun may shine to a in avery ltl'.fh l.:hlllt!n-, and represcal
considerable extent, ina direet liue;.lhe Frazen Occvn to be filied with
Lut itis enatended that sun’s rays are islands  Major Dixon, an intellizent
refeacted or bent inwards &o us'lu be: Seotehiman, fur many years in the
carried at least as far as the t‘IlIlI.ll!lI", ;'wrvi(-v ol the Hudson s 3 vy (:nijlpiill)'.
and for u considerable part of the year #tated that some tribes of Indiany on
the sun, being 8o mucfu larger than!the Northwest Counst. amozlly go to
the earth, may shine 1 at both poles. ' the north aud west on the approach
Rays of light are well known to be|of Winter, saying that they find a
relracted when they pass from one|warmer country in that direction.
Dixon also stated the Indians of (hat
cotuntry bave a common tradition that
théir ancestors came {rom the north.
This is meuntioned, if we mistake not
by Hearne and Maekenzie. The
north winds, beyond where the verge
earried over the top of'a house, thelissupposedto be compa rulivoly warm,
line of vision may be earried throngh|evenin Winter, and the eurrents
them so that a person muy see dis [which set from the north urc nearly
tinctly objeeta on the opposite side,!fresh, ltiy SUI’P“"" that more wa-
A number of facts were stated to!ter fulls in the interior than is eva-
prove that light is refracted so as to porated, aod less v the outside; con-
deeeive the eye in |onlgi1|g ina hori- uequem!y elouds und vapor must pnss
zoutal line, one of which we will|inat the polar opeaings, and eurrents
meution, for it is highly important to|of water flow out over the verges, and
those who measure altitudes or falls|it is said sueh currents doexist from
of rivers, by water levels A louse|both poles. [t is thought by Captain
was built on a promontory, with the|Symmes that the opposite sice of the
sea on both sides, u level was taken|verge was seen by Parry.  During
on the top of the house, from whieh|the Winter, while Parry remained 1o
tevel the line of vision struek the wa-|those seas, o reddish cloudly bank,
ter at wo great distance, viewed ei-|five dezrees above the horizon, apd
ther way. Particles of air are sup-|extending two thirds around tho hor-
pused 1o be wedge sharped; insomuch [iZon. wus alwnys 1o be seen in clear
os thry are so, hke prisms they re- weather; above it was the dark blue
fract the light which passes thro’ sky. Fle Indiaus waid this ¢loud was
them; and owing tothe convexity of perpetital. The  Mugellanic (,‘.hllll!“!!
the earth’s outer surfuce, a uw.:n'ril)'i'a‘ the south pole are weenwr d for in |
These clouds aro|
points dovuwards —uand henee the bine said by vavigarors (o have no revolu ]
ol vision i» hent with the earth’'s tionia the Lewvens and ey  eannot |
curve, and it would ccem muelh more, bescen from any part of the Indiao|
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same medium, froma | sserto a greu-
_ y; but Capt. Symmes con-
tends that they are refracted when
passing thro’ mediums of equal dens:-
ty With a suceession of Prisms,

of the eurth is short, the refraction, land and New Zealund, secn .on the was loog fushieneble ok

in lh:'i
Ly greater; and wilhin the conenvily llfg:!il'- '
lh ras4 of lI
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It Lasbheen whjeeted by writers to”
the morthward, thut in passivg over
the curve of the verge, the degresy of
fatitude will he appurcotly shurrened,
by obiservations of the heavens.—l'o
tnis weunderstood Copt. Bymmes™ to
rep'y that these observuiions do not
agreo with leg reekoning; that Hudson
aind others have mentioned this. but_
iguorant of the true eanse, atirinuied
the difference to eurrents, presumin:
their eclestial observations must be
correel.  Awmother objeetion in the
Thowaston paper is that the shude of
the earthy 1 an e lipse of the moon,
would not appear round but flattened
o' 1iva" sites.  “T'o this 1\l was replied
that the earth was rarely ina posi-
t1on to throw any. ether than a eircu-
lar shade on the moon. Very little
iselination from the equator, with res
gard tothe moon, would muk. the
earth’s shadow appear eircular, be-
sides the earth betng mueh targer than

Lupponing. atiractions.  Nothing then, and he states, on the authority of va | the meon, a part of the edge of 1ho

SIATOW canoniy be seem -arn time:
But St. Pierre mentions an eclipse of
the moon when coeh a flut side of the
earth’s shadow did appear, and lio
port of the thenry of auv oblong
spliere.  But Capt. Symmes sup-
usedl this fuet as an argument in sup-
poses this shadow was caused by tho
shining directly ancrosa the south pule
of the earth. T'hesnn’s rays whicl
strike the polar cpenings, beivg re-
frueted inwards, are therefore iuter-
cepred. do not reaseh the eve. and con-
s¢quenily the true edge of the dise is

Capt Symmes finds in all (he pla
nets something to eomfirm this theory:
the ring and belts of Saturn, the belts
of Jupiter and some appeareunces on
Mars and Yenus, hithe 1o un ecount-
ed for,are explaincd on the principle
of Lallow spheres: but we have not
rocm fur m uute explanations, por did
we directly comprehend all his ideas
an this subject

Thire sevms to-be an ohjeetion to
the southern verge wlherpe Capt.
Symmes plae-s it; for it would vrem
that the sun must shine wvpon it eon-
stunily fur six months uluriug the np-
taretic summer, and this we presume
isnot the cose either at Patagonia,

ithe Cape of Guod Hope or New Hol-

land. It strikes us, too, that the wa-
tar would reeede from the highest
puint of the northern verge.

T'he theory s entirely novel, but it
is not without eonverts both in EFu-
rope and this eonntry.—"The iate
Count Romanzcff, a Russian minister
of state, and great patron of the arts
and sciences, sometime befare his
deathy wrote to Capt. Sym:mes, «ffep-
ing to fit ont a discovery ship and
place it at bis dixpusal. The offer
was aceepted, but the death of (he
Count avd Emperor interrupted the
sclieme  Capt ~ymmes intendx to go
to Russia in hopes of getting as«istane,
and wishes the American government
would offer a boun'y for discoveries
within the seuthern verge

THE FINE ARTS,

Another great eavse that precipie
(ates the downfall of every fine art is
despotism.  Uhe reason is obvious;
and there is u dismal example of it in
Rome particularly with regard to ¢l-
oquence.  We fearn from a dinlogue
accounting for the eorruption of the
Romao eluguence, that o 1he deeline
of the arty 1! became lashionable to
stafl harangues with imperiineut po-

from the .[*,'N[lt'rillivnls mentioned, Qcean: iti3 therelvee suppesed that|etieal quotuions, wi'liout wny wview
Around the vierges. where the corve these clondsure islands of NWew Hol-[but ornament merely; and thiv, 2lso.

1

rninvee,  lt
bappened vuluckily fur the Rotsans,
aud e the world that the fins arts
were at ther Leight o Rome. nud noc
maeh opon the deeline 1 Groerve,
potsin pat an eml to 1le

AUgustus, it s Tiue, res

avded their fudly partienlarly Lt of
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