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HINDOO WIDBWS,
From Bernier's Travels,
In regard to the women who ac-
tuslly burn themselves, [ was pree
sent at 80 many of those shocking
exhibitions, that I coulu not per-
guade mysell to attend any more ;
nor 18 it without a feeling of horror|
that I revert to the subject, - I shall;
grdeavor (o describe what passed be-
fore my cyes 3 but I cannot hape (o
give yon an adequate conception of !
the fortitude displayed by those -

witnessed the deep affliction of their|{warmly condemned. Some of the
mistress in consequence of the illoess | cearacters ol the Revolution are ad-

of her husband, whom she promised | mirably skeiched.

Danton, Robes-

not to survive, they were so moved | pierre, and Marat, are separaicly

with compassion that they entered
into an engagement to perish by the
same flames that consumed their be-
loved wistress,” ‘
‘“ As [ was leaving Surat for Per-
sia, I witnessed- the devotion and
burning of another widow : scveral
Englishmen and Duatchmen, andMr.,
Chardin, of Paris, were present. She
was of the middle age, and by wo
means uncomely. 1 do not expect,
with my limited powers ol expres-
sion; to convey & full idea of the brii.
tish buldness, or ferocious gaiety, de-
picted on this woman’s countenance ;
of her undaunted step ; ol the free
dom from all perturbation with
which she conversed, and permitted
herself to be washed ; of the look of
confidence, or rather of insensibility,
which she cast upon us ; of her ea-
sy air, free from dejection 3 of her
lofty- carriage, void of embarrass-
ment, when she was examining her
tittle cabin, composed of dry and
thick millet straw with an internix

fatuated victims durinp; the whole ﬂ_l'i[urp_ of small wood s when she en-

the trightful tragedy
sven to be believed

5

it must betered into thatcabin, sat down upon
When travel-|

the funeral pile, placed her deceased

ling from Ahmedabad to Agra, thro’{Lusband's. head in her lap, took up

the territories of the Rajahs, and
while the caravan waited in a town
ander the shade, until the cool of the
-~ evening, news reached us that a wi-
dow was on the point of burning her-
scit with the budy of her husband,
I ‘an at onceto the spat, and g ing
to the cdge ofalarge and nearly dry
reservoir, observed at the bottomn a
deep pit filled with wood 5 the body
of a dead man extended thereon ; a
woman seated on the same pile ; four
or. five brahmins setting fire to it in
every part; five middle aged women,
tolerably woll dressed, holding one
anotier by the hand, singing and
dancing around the pit; and a great
number of spectators of both sexes
The pile, whereon large qu -ntities of
buiter and uil Lad been thrown, w .8
enveloped in flames, and | saw the
fire -catch the woman's garments,
which weie impregnated with scen-
ted oil mixed with sandarach and
8affion powder 5 but [ could not per-
Eriv_f the slightest indication of pain,
or even uneasiness in the victim, and
it was said that she progounced with
emphasis the words five, two ; to
signily that this being the fifth tim
she had burned herself with the same
husband, there wanted only two
more similar sacrifices to render he
perfect aecording to the transmigra-
tion of souls; as it a certain remi
uiscence, or  prophetic spirit, had
been imparted to her at the moment
of her dissolution, But this was
- only the commencement of the in
fernal tragedy. I thought that the
sinzing and dancing of the five wo-
men were nothing more than some
unmesaning ceremony ; great there-
fore was my aswonishment when [

the ¢lothes of one of these females,she
cast herself head foremost into the
pit.  The harrid example was fil
Jowed by another-woman, as soon as
the flames caught her person ; the
thice women who Lad remained
then took hold of each other by the
hand, resuming the dance with per
fect composare ; and after a dhart

apse of time, they also pec?ni(atcd

3
|

a torch, and wih her own hand
lighted the fire within, while [ know
no how many Brahmins were busily
engaged without. Well, indeed, may
I despair of vepresenting this whole
scene 'wWith proper and genuind frel
iz, such as I expected at the spec-
tacle itselfy or of painting it in colors
sufliciently vived. My recollection
of it, inderd is 80 vivid, that it seems
only a few days since the horrid re-
ality passed  belore my cyes, and
with pain 1 persuaded myself it was
any thing but a frightful dream.

« At Lahore I saw a most beau-
tiful young widow sacrificed, who
could not, I think, have been more
than twelve years ofage  I'le poor
little creature appeared more dead
than alive when she approached the
dreadiul pit. I'he agony of her mind
caunot be described: She trembled
and wept bitterly ; but three or four
of the Brahmins, assisted by an old
woman, who held her under the arm,
forced the unwilling victim toward
the fatal spot, seated her outhe wood
tied her hands and feet, lest she
should run away, aad in that situa.
fion the innocent creature was burnt

live.

Life of Napoleon.—A writer in
the New York American, who has
read the first and part of the second
volume of this forthcoming work of
Sir Walter Seott . alter expressing a
feeling of disappointment with the
first part of the work, says, of that
relating to the early period of the
French Revolution,

* There is one point in which
these views of the Freuch Revolution

‘will be most grateful to Awmericans.

_gaw that the flamnes having ignited; Sir Walter is eminently just to La-

fayette. Indeed, we are acquainted
with no history of these times which
exhibits Lafayette in so respectful a
light, whether as regards character,
influence or abilities. His motives
are represented as pure ; his influ-
ence as great, and, with but one ex-
ception, properly and even gener.
ously exercised : he is acknowledged
as the leader of his pariy, and be-

discriminated and marked out by a
few striking touches, which convey
in Lyl space excellest outlines of

&e

their characle.  But the desciiption
of the more rematkable events—the
storming of the Buastile, the attack
on the Palace ol Versailles, and par-
ticularly the messacre of the Swiss

Guards, are described with the same|P

immitakle hand, which gives so much
interest to the imaginary mob at k.-
denburgh, in the tleart of Mid Lo.
ivian.  Indeed, the interest waonder-
fully thickens as we advance towardy
the fatal period of the birth of Napo-

leon, until just before the teial of the

he employed and paid by the Guv-
ernment of the United States I he
Seeretary of War, on applieation of
the Exveutives of the srveral Staies,
to provide competent lne roetors, vy
selections {r-m Offieers 1the army,
It is proposed also that the
General Government sball pay every
Ofiver at the rate gf $1 B0 0r R 1 28
per day while oueJmp—d uesrdes ive
cents a mile for travelitog: | roper
Musicians are also to be prnvulcd
and paid. The whole sonnal ex
ence (o the Unien s estimnicd,
will be from $200,000 (0 g300 000
per avnum, asmail sum, 0 ou
pinion for the aceomplishment of 80
great and desirable an objeet.
e

The Indian War!esWe have
heard. hy n privaté and re«peetable
sourge, that a gentlemen diréet from

ipw

king, the work has the enchaining Fiirida had met the treorgia 'roup

interest of a romance,
tion may, therefore, be expected with)
the certainty of the greatest gralifi-
cation and enjoyment by the reading
public.

From the Raleigh Ilegister

Militia.—A Board of oflicers was
recently held at Washington City
(at whieh General Winfleld, Scott
presided, and of whieh Genera] B,
Dapiel, of this City was a member)
of whom it was requived by the Nec.
retary of War to imake u Report on
the organization of *he Nilitia, sta.
tiag the deficiences of the organiz:.
tian, and  retommending suech Reme-
dies as izt their jodzement, will ren-
der sor Militia as  skilful and eof-
feetive, an il is hruve and patristie.

We have jus heea favoured wirh
a eopy of this valunble Report, with
the vecluminous Ducuments appended
to it, & but for the Debates and Pro.
ceedings of our Legisleture, w.
should at anee publish a eopy of the
Report. All we ean at present do is
to state some of its outlines. with a

promise to insert the Reportitself,
as soon as we ean lnd room forit.

The defeets of the present system
are stated to be the excess ' f num-
bers, which the act ot 1792, holds 10
service ; the ordinary musters aré
deemed to be useleas, or worse than
useless, from the want of a proper
system of instruction; but a small
portion of the Viilitia is a1 present
armed and, uaccording to the present
appropriations made by Coogress for
this purpose, it wounld require a pe-
riod of 73 years to armn the whole
body, the want of instrueiion in dis-
cipline, &e. §e.

‘The remedies proposed for those
defecis age,--a new enrolment and
organization of the Militia and a
plan for Camps of !netruction, a

proper system of Instruetion is in!

preparation, the full age of 21, has
been assumed by the Board as the
best period for the commencement of
serviee in ranks of the Militia, deem-

Its publica- [within abou! 40 miles of L'alabusse.

‘he distarbunees in. that quarter
have been quelled, by the ~vig:'ance
and activily of the forees in Fiorids,
in apprehending the India s wio tiad
lately commitied the murders and
depredetion = Col. Byerard Hamil-
ton, who commands the Geor:ia
Cavelry. was proeeeding to Taluh i3
se, wheredhie woulll have an oppor-
tueity, and from wheuee he won'd
make an oflicial returm of the expedis
tion. &2 to flead Qoarters. L'hus,
we believe, has teramnated the war.

m——

7™ POSUSCRIPT—Tbe ship
Flonda. from Liverpnol to News
York, in the very short pavsag- of
26 days, orrags *he _impo:tanl v a
that Spain has declared War aguinst.
P.flug't‘. ‘l.h Plllvefm: upsen has
soficited aid of Knglanc, and vis
Majesty’s ‘message, with the debaies
vpon-it in Parlament, is replete with
greal interest:—they have eventuae
ted 1n the moxt aeiive preparations
for the immediate embarkatinon of
5.000 troons for Portugal, four squud-
rons of wh eh are eavelry.

Mr Canning in the debate on thig
subjeet snid v conelusion ¢ the ob-
ject of this measure is not War. ir 1
to preserve Peace,” ( great eheerings)
-—if you do not go to the aid of Por.
tugal, she will be disgraced and (r¢p
comcs War iu the train of degradn.
tion.”

T'his debate took place Dee. 1111,
and on 131h Parliament adjo:rned
until the 8ih of February. Mr. Peel
moved the m!juu'rnmem, onaeccount of
Mr Canning’s indisposition, in ¢ ne
sequence of his great exertions on the
preceding evening.

——

England and the Un:led States.

Au intelligant Ameriean gentl med
vow at London, who is every way
competent by edueation and obsrrva.
tion, to form judieious dedue' ons,
writes to his friend in New York as
follows :

¢ he eondition of England at this
time, is any thing but eheerivg. [I'he

ing it uopecessary,in time of peaee,

I'ARIFF SYSTEM is the heaviost

for the government to interfere with : BL.OW she ever received from nur

the ordinary coantrol of parents, guar-icountry.

She begins te feel its opere

diansand masters oyor miners, aod'ation, and seeks to  quarrel with us
they believe it will not be mnecessary about the northern boundary. The
for raising a Mulitia force of 400,000 real fuet is, that war is fo be waged,
men for the Union, (which they deen not with our country, but with ite

sufficient) to enral. nen beyond the
age of 39 or 30. Camps of lostrue-
tion are recommended for the officers
from a belief that the tactical experi-
ence obtained by them would be im-
parted 1o the ranks in such trainings
or musters as Lhe several BStlates
shall prescribe—1hg maxim -that
good officers make good Soldiers”

tbaving the support of universal ex-

perience These Camps to be hell

prosterity.  The United States ave
hitherto afforded the best market for
ber manufactures. It is now dimine
ishing-—1nd Manchest=-, Leeds. and
Birmingham, feel the vibration of
every loom thatis ereeted in our
ennntry.—England is in danger also
of losing mueh of the continental
market Franee, Holland, [Russia,
Germany, &e , are patrcnizing wane

afntus s o ap extent thar A he

in each division of the Malitia, 15 wisest heuds in England with dismay.



