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THE PEANUT ITS CULTIVA-
TION,

I'rom the samples of the peanut of-
fered in our market, we are satisfied
that the crop could be made to pay in
this section, hence we copy the follow-
ing article from the Petersburk Inder :
The cultivation of the peanut is be-
coming such an important industry in
lower Virginia, that we shall be excus-
ed for adverting to it, Our informa-
tion is derived from one of the most
successful cultivators in Sarry, a coun-
ty which may be regarded as the head-
(quarters of pea eulture.

Compared with cotton and tobacco,
the chief money crops of this section,
that of peanits is much more profita-
ble.  The eultivation is as easy as that
of corn, as is shown by the fact that
some planters have fields of a hundred
acres or more. DBut there are certain
conditions necessary to success, and
these must be rightly observed, wheth.-
er on a large or small scale. These
conditions are a free, light soil,
and the presence of an abundant sup-
ply of calcareous matter—either marl
or lime. Both of them abound in low-
er Virginia, and hence the eminent
success which has attended the culti-
vation. Where neither lime nor marl
is aceessible, ashes serve as a good
substitute. Theoretically, we should
conclude that bone dust, or the super
pliosphates, would answer a useful
purpose. At any rate, the latter
might be used to advantage as a  fer-
tilizer, equally with guano, We now
append specifie directions for every
part of the management :

The land shonld be of medium qual-
ity, not too stifl, nor very light. DPeas
raised on the former are of a dark col-
or; on the latter bright. °

If the land has not been previously
lined or marled, apply fifty bushels
of lime or a hundred and fifty bushels
of marl to the acre.

It is best to follow corn -with pea-
nuts, but they do not come well after
potatoes. A great object is to have
clean land. It is generally considered
an exhaunstive erop, but is not more so
than others, provided the vines, which
make excellant provender, are allowed
to remain on the land. Successive
crops may be grown on the same
ground if manure is used.

Commence plowing shallow with a
single plow in March or April, aceord-
ing to the weather. |

Abont the 10th to 20th May, throw
up ridges three feet apart, which are
to be reduced in height to about three
inchés above the general level of the
field. Then plant at distances of
eighteen inches in the row, dropping
two seeds in a place, and covering to
the depth of an inch to an inch and a

Lalf.
“In about & week or ten days they

will begin to comeup. Asitisa great
object to get a good stand, the missing
hills should be replanted at the earli-
est moment.
As soon as the grass makes its ap-
pearance, give a light plowing, throw-
ing the earth from the vines, and fol-
lowing with the hoe thoroughly re-
moving all the grass from the row.
Plow again as soon as the grass re-
appears, using a double shovel or cul-
tivator, and the hoo as before directed.
Next comes the time for laying by,
the vines having grown half way
across the space between the rows.—
This is done by running a mouldboard
once in the middle between the rows,
and drawing the earth up to the rows
! with the hoe, care being taken not to
cover the vines, nor to make the ridge
Jl too high. Where there is grass in the
row it must be pulled up by hand.
The time for harvesting the crop is
from the 15th to the 30th of October.
When the weather is settled and favor-
{ ble tako three pronged forks, bent

| like a hoe, and loosen the vines along
the rows. lands follow the digger,

pull up the vines, shake the earth from
them and leave them in the same
place. In dry weather they will be
sufficiently cured in two days to be
shocked.

In shocking, provide stakes seven
iﬁ.-et long, sharpened at both ends;
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then lay two fence rails on the ground

as a foundation, but with supports un-
derneath to afford ventilation. The
stakes are stuck in the ground at pro-
per intervals between the rails, and
the stacks built up around them and
finished off by a cap of straw. The
diameter of the stack is measured by
the length of the vine.

After remaining about two weeks in
the stack, the picking should be begun
taking off none but the matured pods.
These are to be carried to the barn
and prepared for market by fanning
and cleaning. Some planters even go
to the trouble of washing, in order to
have a brighter and more attractive
article.

The whole cost of cultivation and
preparation is about $40 per acre.—
The average yield is fifty bushels to the
acre, though some land will yield over
a hundred bushels. :

Though the product has been largely
on the increase for several years, yet
the demand increases in an equal pro-
portion, so that the peanut—especially
the large Virginia variety—is fast be
coming the most popular nut in the
country. Its use israpidly extending
throughout the North and North and
West.

—

[Sjueial correspondeunce of the Patriot.]
Mt. Airy as a business and manufactui-
tng town—ils present and future.

I have just returned from a visit to
Mt. Airy and should you wish, will
give you a short account of what is
going on in that picturesque region.—-
I found the town improving very fast,
the people flourishing—farmers, me-
chanies, merchants all doing well.—
Several fine store houses have lately
been crected, large and clegant build-
ings, one with granite front, the stone,
the prettiest of the kind I ever saw, is
quarried within & mile
Doubtless your town will some day be
adorned with houses made of this very
rock, when the Railroad is finished to
Mt. Airy. There are also in the imme-
diate vicinity two nuew Cotton and
Woollen mills going up. The trade
that is carried on there would surprise
any one not acquainted with the back
country. One hundred thousand dol-
lars worth of dried apples, I learned,
was sold there last year. Oune firm I
happen to know sold tor cash and bar-
ter %60,000 worth of goods last year.—
Week before last 100 mules were
in the town, and 57 thousand dollars
worth was sold since October last, A
furnit:ire maker, Mr. Alred, has made
by hard labor money enough to buy
him a sixteen hundred dollar furm and
has £300 worth of farniture ou hand.—
e makes nice furniture and will
perhaps become rich one day.  Iouor
to the industrions and honest mechan-
ic. He creates a home market for the
farmer’s produets, and when the farmer
flourishes in his business all classes do
well.

Let the manufacturers of every thing

of town.—

sold

wo need come from the North and
show us how to work., Let them Dbe
encouraged. Let the laborious and

thrifty farmers come down too and buy
our surplus lands and set an example
of honest and thrifty labor. Let the
large land-holders sell oft some of their
idle lands and not wait tfor somebody
else to Dbuild railroads through them
and improve their fortunes gratis.—
This is the curse of the South. Too
few mechanics and too much land.
There is o great deal of good land
around Mt. Airy some of it being gran
ite formation and sandy is said to be
well suited for the cultivation of the
grape. The region North of the town
toward the Blue Ridge is well known
to be unsurpassed for the growth ot
the apple. Every body has heard of
the beautiful mountain The
Siamese Twins having periginated
nearly the whole of the civilized world
chose this as the most pleasant place
to live in they could find. When the
Norfolk and Great Western Railroad
meets the road from your town at
near this place we may expect to  see
this the most flourishing and interest-
ing portion of the State. Scekers of
health and seekers of manutacturing
sites will throng this favored region
and many a busy hive of industry will
gpring up ot the banksof our never
failing streams and, in all seriousness,
we expect to see Mt. Airy one of the
most important inland towns in the
State. Respectfully, S.

VICWS,

or

latter with a hen-coop.

0

{ probably 3,000,

The navy of Mexico consists of two |
fishing smacks and a raft—the tnrmvr]I
mounted with twelve marines, and the

l;su much talked of. It is not opened to

PENITENTIARY, I

Roport' of the C:ommitcee appoint-d byi
the Senate of North Carolina to inquire
into the facts attending to the purchase
of the site for the Pen itentiary. :

To the Senate of North Carolina : i
The committee appointed under a

Senate resolution, bearing date Decem. !

ber ,.151,:;, to inquire into the facts:

a}-tezlllltrg the purchase of a site for o |

Penitentiary, would sabmit the follow- |

g report : i
For the purpose of obtaining satix. |

factory results, the committee decined [
it (*xp(_*dwnt to make personal inspee.
tion of the site and lands purchased
for the Penitentiary., This determina.
tion involved what, in the end, proved |
to be somewhat of an exploring ex-
pedition that required time and con.
siderable effort to find and reach this
partially unknown region.

¢ The site” in the vicinity of Lock- |
ville was first visited. This contains |
25 acres on Deep River above Lock. |
ville, between the Lockville and the !
Rives’ dam. It is a squave plate oi'|
ground, fronting on the river at :mi
average distance of 100 fect from the
water. The ground rises rapidly from
the river until it reaches an clevation
of nearly 100 feet above the water level
ofthe dam, andis intersected by several !
deep ravines, as will be evident as
described on a map presented with
this report. On the southwest corner
of this plat, near the river, over two
ravines, it is contemplated to creet the
penitentiary. The water power at this
point on the rirer. And conveyved to
the State, is very tine, and equal to de-
maud for machinery. The water will
have to be conveyed from Rjves dam
about 1,000 yards, throughan nqueduet
or flume, as the nature of the interven-
ing grouud will not admit of & canal.
except between the site and the river,
where the ground will have to be ex-
cavated to the depth of——feet. To
make this aqueduct of solidd masonry
for this distanee will be enorinonsly
expensive; to build it of wood will give
it a temporary character and always
requiring repairs,  The probable cost
of a wooden tlume would he %

On the river above this site, are
execllent building material—sandstone
at a distance of 16 miles; at a distanee
of 10 miles abundant eoal can be had
on the hank of the rviver. Below this
site, at a distanee of 12 miles, iron ore
is found. and still lower af a distianee
of 14 miles fine grain granite exist,  In
order to eonvey this material to the
site of the proposed penitentiary, the
damas and locks on the river will have
(o be repaired by the State or await
their repair by the Deep River Manu-
facturing Company.

To level the ground for the founda.
tion of the penitentiary woubld cost
And the committee
believe, that owning to thoe very un
even nature of the groun:d, that the
expense of erecting the surrounding
wall would be very great,

After examining the site. visiting
the coal and sand-stone region, they
visited the 8,000 acres of Land pur-
chased by the Penitentiary committee
for the use ef that institution. The
nearest point on this land is perhaps
ten miles down the river from s the
gite.”  For this land the State paid
212,50 per acre: The committec passed
over this land several times, apd saw
as much of it as their time and the
weather permitted.

Of the 8,000 acres, 6G.650 acres
what may be styled pine berree. Al
thongh the committen passed over
what may be this land several miles,

itre

vet it is now a matter of donht with
them.  This land has no swearketable
value. aside from the timber. The

growth upon it is almest entively pine.
At the nearest point this tract lies
about three miles from  the viver, and
at the farthest perhaps ten miles. The
timber on this land is almost all worn
out tnrpentineg timber,  The ton tin-
ber has all been eut off irom it proba
blv. It is so remote from market tut
it will not pay te convert it into lum
ber. It would probably not seil for
ten eents per acre, and so worthless
was it in the judgment of its former
owner that he was about to] pareel it
out in small tracts and convey it as o
gift to iveedmen so as to get rid of
payving the very small tax theve wias on

28, 1869,

Con tima,

- to consider the degree of knowledge

established facts as it respects the

{NO. 51.

2ny exrent. The ore is said to be of the
best quality; of its extent no one
knows—the land adjoiningaund contain
mx part of the bank was recently
hougit for 8300. Whether this pro
perty has great value or not depends
For it Col. Heek paid &3,000,
The Committee who purchased it for
the State paid 24,500 ouly.  Col. Harris
examined the mine and was pleased
with the specimeus of ore and 80 re-
ported to this Committee. On none
of this [000 acres could the Committee
learn of any granite, and there is no
cvidence that the State is owner of a
quarry on it.  There is however a
quarry near the XNorthington dam,
about two miles further down the
river,

1t is now proposed somewhat farther

——

3

the comuitte possessed themselves of
I regard to the purchase they made.
No doubt the committee are of the
opinion that they presented only well

lands now couveyed to the State, and
S0 far as their own personal obseryva-
tions extends there is no disposition to
gainsay their statements however mueh
this committee may differ from their
Judgments as to value and adapted-
ness. The intended site was carefully
examined by all the committee, and so
fiar as it respects the extent and value
ofthe water power, thercis no difference
of opinion.

Of the R000 acres, the information
that is imparted is very incorrect, and
is only the result of hearsay, as ouly
Col. ILarris of the committee ever has
been near, and Le, as belore stated,
only on a very small part of it and even
then must have been misled Ly the in-
formation Le reecived,  The report on
pagze 6 leaves the impression that the
SO0 acres or oke commpact tract and
such was the view of Col. Harris in its
purchase. It is said to be * on Daep
River and contiguous to Buck Ilorn
Falls.”  The fact is that the land at
one point for about 130 vards only lies
on the River—Cape Fear River—and
not Deep River, for it is 10 miles below
the junetion of Deep and Iaw Rivers,
and it 1% two miles below Buck lorn
Falls, and the land is in tyro pareels
and several miles intervening.

It is also said of this land that it is
fertile and well adapted to the usnal
crops, o The land Itseifapart from its
minetals and water powers, will in a
short time doubtless setl for agrienltuar-
al purposes alone tor double the price
acrecd to be paid by your connuittee,”
—pp 6 and 8. This, so far as the 6.-
631 aecre pareel 1s concerned, is an
entire mistake. It is valucless for
farming purposes as will be testitied
by members of the Senate residing near

Lit and never  willy probably, soll for

%25 per acre. There 1s but a :amuil'|
part of the remaining 1500 aeres that!
has any value in this respeet and ﬂ!(‘.i
Ntate will never pay much of her pub-
lie debt by this speculation in fiirming
lands.

Also, it is said ou this place—the 3,
000 aeres—isanabundance of granite,”
soand a large auwarry of granite im-
medintely on the banks of the River, |
which can be eazily quarried. placed |
o boats and carvied by water within |
the walls of the DPenitentiary.” No
one with whom we conversed (and we
inquired of the former owners) knew
anyvilitng ot granite cn this lad, on the
river, reiote from ite As said betore
thera 1s excellent granite two miles
below on the River—not onh the State |
landl—and the impression made on Co.. |
Iavis mind was that it was on the |
tract he was negotiating for, he sup |
nosing it to extend some distance down |
the 1aver. The granite ho brought to
Lalcigh as a speeimen came irom the
Northinston gquarryg  Mro Downivg;
tostitios that this specimen o
orantie was said to come from a quarty |
on the hand purchased,

There also appears to be a want ol
coriainty, tosay the least, as it regards |
winit was to be secured for (he Stats |
Ly them in the contract they made
with parties for these lands, water !
riciits.&e, There is no purpose what
over to represent the committee as act-
ing wronglully in this, but simply 1o
state a fier there 1s not secured to i
State what was intended.

There is really an uncertainty in the

al=n

it, when it was seld to J. M. Heek,
Esq., by being attached to other tracts
tor 60 cents per acre, No one of the
Committee who made the pnreliase for
thie State were ever on this tract of G '
630 zeres of land for which they pakd)
®x3.125, l
Another thousand of this S060 acres ]
i3 separated several miles from the |
tract just mentioned and I hnown as)
the McCoy mill traet, ineluding a small +
tract called the = Npivy™ tioet. A
small part of this traet that the Com.
mittee saw has some value as furnnnmg
land. On it is a mill seat on a small
stream that eonld atford warer to drive
a urist mill part of the year. 1t Ix <ip.
posed that there is mineral on this
tract, but of its value, &eoo the Comn
mittee have no means of testitving, i
alsa boasts of a mineral spring. where |
the conviets it i3 supposed  mighi |
pleasantly enjoy the heated terin pro
vided the State should put up com-
fortable buildings, but itis notasserted
that they were purchased with this,
view. It is possible that the Chair-
man of the Committee saw some part
this tract. Tor this 1000 acres the
McCoyxs had paid to them 3,000, —,
The committee paid 212,500, The re |
maining 360 acres is the Douglas tracl,
and is the part of all the SHO0 acres
that reaches to the Cape Fear river,
and this only to an extent ot about 150
vards,  On this is the mive of iron ore

Cwhom we pirehased.

"that he could sell it.

minds of the committee, so far as X
amined, as to whom it was they nego-
fiated with,or in what relation he stood
to the land.  The report dves not staie
ol whom the land, c¢te,, was parchased,
1t would be supposed that it was one
party that negotiated for the whaoie

wile.  However the assignors are two
parties and one of them is not named

ax  party presenting claims,  The sie
is convered by the Deep River Manu
faetaring Company—the 5,000 acres of
land by D. J. Pruyn. Col. Haxris
testifies that he did not know tiat
Pouvi: was to couvey, but supposid
thiat others were concerned in it Mr
Lassiter testities and thinks Proyne,
made the offeras an ageut.” Mr. Down
e tesiifies: -1t is hard to =ay
The commniitoy
bousht of air. Pruy i cither as agent or
ownel, !

\{r. Pruyn himself testifies that he
wis not the ewner dn fee when he
negotiated, hut had, by a rerbal cen
tract, bought the land on the condition
' It seewms that
¢ven the Deep River Manafacturing
Company had no deeds when the nego-
tiatiou was going on. The committee
did not kEnow that when they paid

s il

of |

i
!
~®12.50 per acre for the 5000 acres .‘i;‘.-:

Piuyvn paid %7, and that the Doeep

'River Manuficturing Company  paid

loss than ¥1.50 per aere for the saumne

Nand at about the same time, and thag

B

the State cither going up or down.

locks shie is never to pay tolls.
i

I ose—it is
Cthe expense to the State will be $18 or

Cpaid November Soth,

| ~0 state ii.

Deep River Manufacturing Company
and from the latter to I’ruyn, and from
Pruyn to the State, are all of nearly
the same date, and that part, perhaps
the beiter part of the iron ore bank,
was bonght after their purchase, with
nearty i00 acres-of land, for 8360 by the
Deep River Manunfacturing Company.
The deed from the Deep River Manu-
tacturing Company for the site doos
not secure such right to the State as
the committee deemed it would. It
does not grant an * unrestricted and
unembarrassed water power,” but one
greatly restricted. It does not cove-
nant that **a branch Railroad shall
terminate at the door of the Peniten-
tiary,” and there does non exist any
contract to this eflect that can be en-
forced.  Muchiis said of  river naviga-
tion™ and “locks and dams.” These
are-all the property of the Deep River
Manufacturing Company so far as the
State may need them tor the Peniten-
tiary. The deed does agree that if the
State will repair the Rives' lock and

dam that no toll will be charged at that

dam, and it o bappens that this is the
only luck that will never be used by
It
will cost the State 6,000 (o prepare
the river to get wp to the coal and

sandstoue for building—to get down
to the ron ore and that fine farming
laud and that so well timbered with
pine, hickory. ete.
uo data by which to estimate the cost
as the Buck Horn dam aud locks are
greatly damaged.

The committee has

Mr. Downing testifies: I insisted on

unlimited water power and a railroad
ranning to or into the penitentiary.—
The company gave us power to raise
the Rives” dam as high as we pleased.

It the Staty repairs all the dams and
_ ' There
S yvetone item of the report to which
we would reter. That is the estimated

vialue of the site as dedueted trom the
= 102,000,

at a nominal price of ¥1.

The deed for the site sells
The Deep
River Manufacturing Company | did
not scll and =oinvest. It was accepted
as a donation betore even the com-
miitee on the Penitentiary heard of
the £000 acres. Neither is it correct
to <ay that only 65,000 was paid—
thit may be all the bonds now sell tor,
but the peopie of the State kuew that
they were to be given at par value—
tho: they muast pay interest on %100,.
Ota, and when they become due pay
all ot e handred thousand dollars.,
We must not neglect to eall the at-
tention of the Senate to the peculiar
natice of the title to fhe 6.650 aces of
Lo in Harnett county. It is simply
some or any part of 10,000 or 15,000
acres of Jand that may be tixed by ar-
Litiators,  Ttis not hetween Summer-
villewod Nedll MeCoy's. It is not
Bosided by the Lands of Neill MeCoy,
it does vot include part of a
M08 2ere survey and a 3,000 acge sur-
J |1r).‘ iray

Iini.
vier patented by the late
Bloant, but part of a 5,800 acre drvey
patsinted by ——— Alison, and § 6,000
acte survey patented by the late Juo.
CGray Blount, How this, 1t at all, efs
feets the title 1s not lor the Committee
L N,

1 inay be proper to state that emi-
neat counsel hold the titles back  of
the-e held by the State to be good.—
i~ tiot part of the duty to construe
b stadnte appointing the  committee
acd craniing it power to seleet a site
ioi o pendientiary, etes, and they have
o nitipose to undertake the work.—
Neither would we attempt to value
the iton ore of the Douglas farm, but
tivee committee hold 1t to be of no nse
to the State and vever ean be worked
with prodit by the State. I it was the
Ntee's purpose to nake iron, the pen-
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Citentiary should Liave been located  at

ooek-1lorn Falls; convenient in some

catee to the ore and to the valuable
pine forest owned by hier at the cost of
F 1200 per acre,

Lol cominittee are
poessed with the value of the  water
power at the site near Lockville, and
ve satshied that it it be the purpose
of the State to use maehinery and en-
soze nananufuetaring with the con-
victs no better place can be found
than Deep River. It is true  they
wotthd not seleet the existing site, for
they deem several other places more
awivantageously situated than this, and
where the ereetion ol a Penitentiary
woulduot necessarity ba so costly,

[ is proposed by the parties making

profoindly  im-

Lo deeds thiet they will now conform
thoem to what 1s held to e the con-
vt o whieh they were based.  The

comsnitters would yet eall the attention

col the Senate to the very needlessly

cxpensive chhnacter of the stockade
that s heing erected  on the site.—

Tuere ean be no carthly use for the
titber when not used for its present
eedlessly heavy  and

£20 000, when a stockade costing $6 or
3000, or perhaps lessg wounld in the
jwdcent of all practieal men have
vecn amply sidhcient,

Ve forget to say that the deed for
the site bears daie Dec, 2, 15263 and
has no explicit  warranty, and the
Babilities and obiications all rest on
the State. The deed for the 8,000
acres of land Lears date Dee. 3. 1868,
The Connnittee on the Penitentiary
cave the order on the Treasurer for the
vomds November 1oth, and they were
1565, of which
tiie Deep River Manutuactaring Com.-
pany recelved $236.000 and D, J, Pruyn
={1.000),

We will now permit the Senate to
draw thelr own concelusions.  There
lias Deen an cilort on the part of the
Comwittee to get the exact truth and
That the State is deeply
wronged we are satistied.  That the
Committee on the Penitentiary were
nnposed upon by parties who eared
oilly to make a good thing out of the
State, 15 equally trne. We may be
Aaffered to recommeoend to the Senate
S0 soun as posaible to dispose of the
8,000 aeres of land, determine perman-
ently the site ot the Penitentiary,
simplify the agency by which to carry
out the requirements of the Coustita-
tion and the hopes of the people,  Ask
the co-operation of the Honso to this

| the titles from McCoy and Donglas to | Prirpose, and in the beuneticent and
L
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