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Her Wings Before the

Spamsh Wolf

The Mm'der of the I-Ieroes of the Ma,me Lost .

Sight of in the Hurry to -Patch Up a
Hollow Truce--Spain Condescends to Al-
low Us to Feed Her Starvmg Subjects, if

the Food is Not Sent in Warships--She
Accedes to Our Ultimatum That the Cu-

bans Must Be Fed--The President’s Mes-
sage to Congress--Synopsis of the Evi-
dence Before the Court.

'Wsagmrgmp /Manggh28.—Thie president

ftoday sent tthe following messages to

<ongress: _

"To the congress of the United States:
For some itime’ prior to the visit of

ithe Maine to Havana harbor our consu-

lar representatiye pointed out the ad-

vantages to flow from the visit of nat-

' 4onal ships to the Cuban waters in ac-

customing the people to the presence
of our flag as the symbol of good will
and of wur ships in the 'fulfiliment of the
mission of protection ito ‘Amenican in-

_tterests, evem though mo immediate need

#thereifor might exist.
tAccordingly, on the 24bh of Jamua.ry
last, afiter conference with the Spanish

g mmiinister in which renewal of visits of

our war vessels to iilpa;msh walters 'was
diseusseld and aceepited, the peninsular
_authorities at Madrid and Havana
wiere advised of the purpose of 'this gov-
ernmenit to resume friendly naval visits
at 'Cuban ports and that in that view

1 the Mainte iwould forthwith call at the
_ port of Havapa. ngms announcemenit

was received by the. Spanish govern-

ment Vlu’dfﬂh ‘appreciation of the friendly
character of the visit of 'the Maine and
with motificaltion of intention ‘to return
hie courtesy by sending Spanish ships
to the principal ports of the United
States. Meanwhile the Maine enitered
dihe port of Havana jon the 25th of Jan-,
wary, her arrival being marked with no

'splet:la.l indident Ibeqtlad’as the exchange

of customary aaihu'tsaa anid ceremonial
viisitis, |

The. Maine continued din the ‘harbor of
Havana during ‘the thiee weeks follow-
dnig her arrival. No appreciable excite-
ment attended her|stay, on the con-
“4mary, a feeling of relief 4nd conlffidence
followed the resumpition of the long 'in-
terrupted intercourse. So moticeable
was this immediate effelect of her visit
that the consul general strongly urged

_that the presence of our ships in Cuban

waters should be képt up by retalining
the Maine at Havana, or,
wof hier recall, by sending a.mt.hser vessel

At forty nﬁi.rmtes nine im the ev-
ening 1of thé 15th| of February ‘th¥
Maine was destroyed by an explosion |
by  which ‘the entire forward part of
the ship was utterly wrecked. Tn ithis
vatastrophe ‘two officers and twio hun-
dred and sixty-four of her crew tp-e-mdh
ed, those who were niot Killed outright”
‘bwh&esr ‘explosion being penned between

decks by 'the tangle of wreckage and
drowneid by the immediate sinking of

- ‘the hull.

Prompt assistance was mendered by
4the néighboring vessels anchored in
the tharbor, being especially given by
‘the boats of the Spanish cruiser Al-
-phonso XTI and ithe 'Ward Line steam-
er, City of Washington, which fay mot
tfar distant. The wounded rwere - gen-
-erously cared for by the authorities of
Havana, the ‘hospitals being freely op-
«ened to them, wihileé the earliest recov-
erdd hodies of the dead were interred
by the mumicipality in a publicicemetery
sin 'the city. Thnibutes of grief and sym-
paithy were offerdd from all official
quarters of the island. -

The appalling calamity fall upon them
people of our country with kcrushing
force, and for a brief time an imtense
excitement prevailed which in a com-
munlity less just and sdlf-controlled
dhan ours might have led to hasty aocts
«©of Blind resentmen't. MThis spirit, how-
dver soon gave way to the calmer pro-
(:esse-aot reason amd ‘to 'the resolve to
investigatte the facts and await mate-
xial proof before forming a judgment as

" ito the cause, the respongibility and, if
‘the facts wagranted, the remedy due.

“This wourse negessarily mecommended
the cutset ‘to the executive,
for only in the ¥ight of a dispassionate-
1y ascertained cerbtain'ty coulld it deter-
mine the nature and measure of Ibts

ffull duty in the matter. The usual pro-

wodure was followed as in all cases of
casualty or disaster to mational vessels.
of any maritime state. '‘A maval court
©Of inquiry was a't once ongamni com-
poseﬂdtoﬁlcemwe‘ﬂquhﬁﬂeﬂ'byrmk
anil practical experfence ito discharge
dhe enerous duty dmposed upom them.
Afded by & €trong force of wreckers
and divers, the court proceeded to make
a ‘thorough investigation on ‘the spot,
employing every available means for
the impartial Mﬂm&mﬂm
Of the causes of the explosion. Tts op-
erations have been conducted with ‘the
utmost defiberation and judgments and
while independen'tly pursued, no source

‘um@mgmmmm

fullest op was allowed for a
ahm;ltanma&nmdga:ﬁmwﬂ:espm-

dish autthorities. |
The finding of othquir?
wedtxy!ﬁreedayu

was reached af

!dbol‘. on ‘the 2ist of
, having been ap-
iby dhe commanider-
in-divef of the United Shaltes naval
force of the North ‘Atlantic staltion, was.
dransmiited bo  executive. '
- Tt I8 herewi'th before the con-

. gress, together with the wvoluminous
_mm;mmmm |

in the ‘evient |

Tts purport is, in "brief, ‘as m]ﬂo“s

"Wihen ‘the Maine arrived at Havana
she was conducted by the regular gov-
ernment pilot to budy No. 4. to whiich
she was moored in from five and one
hallf to six fathoms of water.

Thie staite of dicipline on Moard and
the condition of her magazines, 'boilers,
¢oal bunkers and storage compart-
ments are passeéd in review, with the
conclusion that excellent order prevail-
ed and that no indication of any ‘cause
for an internal explosmm existied in any
quamter.

At 8 welock in the evening of Feb-
ruary 15th, everything had been reporti-
ed secure and all was quiet.

At forty mrinutes past 9 olclock the-
vessel was suddenily «destroyed.

Mheme avere two distinet explosions,
with a brief interval between ‘them.

The first lifted ithe forward part of
thie ship very perceptibly; 'the second,
which was more open, prolonged and of
greater volume, is attributed by fthe

or more of 'the forward magazines.

ithat the after-part of ithe ship was
practically intact and sank in that con-
dition a very few mrinutes after tthe
explosion. The forward part was com-
pletely 'demolished.

Tpon the evidence of a comcurrent

is as follows:

ship, from a point eleven and one-half
feet from the middle lme of the ship
and six feet abowve the keel Wwhen fn
‘mormal position, has been forced mp
=20 as to be mow about.four feet above
the surface of thd -water; (therefore
about ithirty-four feet above where it
wiould be had the ship sunk uninjured,

a reversed V shape, thé after-wing of
which, abouwt fifteen fleet broad and

17 +o frame 25) is 'doubled bacdk upon
itself against ithe confinuation, of the
same plaiting exitending forward.

“Ait frame 18 tihe vertical kKeel is brok-

!'by the outside ‘bottom plates. This
break fis now about six feet below dhe
surface of the water amd about thinty
! feet @above its niormial position.

fect could have been produced only by
the explosion of a mine situated un-
/| der the bottom of the ship, at about

side of the ship.”
The conclusions of the court a:re
That 'the loss of the Maine nvas not
in any respect due ‘'to fault or mniegli-
g'emoe on 'the part of any of the officers
' or members of her crew.
! That the ship was destroyed by the

caused ' the pantial explogion| of two or
more of her forward magazines and
that no evidence has ‘been oabtainable
fixing the mresponsibility for thé de-

SO OT Persons.

T thave directed ithat
the count of inquiry and the views of |
this governmenty thiereupon be com-
muniicaited to the government of ther
majesty, the gueen-regent, and I do |
niot permit myself ito dmzbﬂt that thie
sense of justice of the Spanish nation
will dictate a course of action suggest-

of the two govermmients, It will be
the duty of the executive to |adwvise the
congress of the result and in 'the mean-
time d:e‘hbefmbe considration is fnwvoked.

[Signed] WILLIM M KINLEY.
Executive Mamsion, March 28, 1898.

REPORT OF THE COURT.
Thie following 1s ithe peport of the court

of inquiry:
In exphmsriﬁm of the U. 8. B. |S. Ma‘me 3
Before a Court of Tnquiry,
Key Wiest, Fla.
United Sta'tes Steamship, Towa, lst raibe,
Key West, Fla.; ‘Monday, : March 21,
1898,

finds as follows:

Maine arrived in the harbor of Havana,
eight .and was taken to Buoy No. 4, in
from five and a half to six fathoms of

wher.-bythewgu)a.rgdmmnen‘tpdhL
The United Staltes consul gemeral ait

#na.ry eighiteen hundred and minety-

thiat place, the previous evenling, of
ithie imtended arrival of the Maine. -
Mhe sbate of discipline on board the
Maline was excellent; and all orders amid
mmmmmmmﬂmm
the ship wene etrictly carried out.
'All ammunition was stowed in. ac-

zines or shell Tooms anct
permitted to be stowed there.

The magazines and shell rooms were
ﬂmmmmbeenm
ed; and after the n of the
mmmm, in their
proper place in the captain’s eabin,
everything having 'been reported se-
cure that everything at 8 o'¢lock.
Thie temperature of the magazines
nndﬂheﬁmmd&mdaﬁymd

hada.nundmamountothﬁtmﬂn

ed by honor and the friendly wselations .

i

court 'to the partial explosion wof two
Thie evidence of the divers establishies 1

external cause the finding of fhh.e court |

“At frame 17 the outer shell of the

The outside botitom plalting s bent inbto

ithiinty-two feet in length (from frame !

en bny two and 'the flat keel bent into
an angbe similar to 'the angle formed .

“Im 'the opinion of the court 'this of-

I frame 18, and sc:m-e.‘what, on ithie port .

‘explosion of a submarine mine, which :

struction of the f’\z‘[-aime upon any per- |

| B
after 10-inch magazine and that did n-t:tt1
explode at the time the Maine wa.sde-

| stroyed.

The torpedo war heaids were ail atow-

: e:dinﬂ:ea:ﬁber-pa.rtot‘hhedhipun’der

the ward moom, and nefithier ‘caused nor
partidipated in the destruction of ‘the
Maine

Thie gun cotbon primers and debomna-
tors wene stowed in the cabin afit and
remotz from the sceme of ithe explosion.

Waste was looked afiter bn /boand
‘the Maine to obviate damger.- Special
orders in regard to this had been given
by the commanding officer. Varnishes,
‘dryers, alcohol and other combustibles
of this nature were, stowed on or above
the main deck, and could not have had
anything to do with the destruction of
the Maime. The medical stores were
stowed aft -and under the ward moom
amd remote from 'the scene of the ex-
plosion. No dangercus stores of any
kimd were stowed below in amny of the
other store rooms.

Mhe cal bunkers were inspedted dalily.
Of those bunkers adjacent to ithe for-
ward magazines and shell rooms, four
wiene empty:; namely, “B 3, “B 47
“B 5" “B 6.” “9A 1%” had been in use
that day and “A 15" was Tull of New
River <oal. This coal had been' care-
fully inspecteld before redeiving it - on
boarnd. The bunker in which it wias
stowed was accesdible on thres sides
at all times, and the fiourth side at tthis
timie on account of bunkers ‘‘B 4”7 and
“B 6’ being empty. This bunker,
“A 16,” had (been inspected ‘that day by
the engineer officer on duty. Thee fire
alarms in ithe bunkers were in work-

-ing order, and there had never been a |

cage of spontaneous combustion of coal
on board 'the Maine.

The two after boilers of the ship were
in use at ithe time of 'the disaster, but
for auxiliary purposes only, with a
comparatively low pressure of steam,
and being temded by a relialble watch.
These Dboilers could miot have caused
the explosion of the ship. The four
forward boilers have since beem found
H)ly the divers a,nd are in a fair condi-
{ ..t Gn

‘On thle might of e destruction of ‘the
Maline everyithing had been ' reponted
i Secure for ‘the night at 8 o’clock by ve-

liable persons, through the proper au-
! thorities, to thie commanding officer,
‘At thhe time the ‘Maime was dstroyed
the ship was quiet, and ‘therefore least
liable to akccident caused by move-
l.rn-ern,hs firom thosge on board. .

3. 'Thie destrudition of the Maine oc-
curred at 9:40 o'clock p. m., on the
15th ‘day of February, eighteen hun-
dred and minety-eight, in ithe harbor
of Havamna, Cuba, she being at 'the time
micored to thie same buoy to which ‘she
"had been taken upon her anrival.

Mhiere were two explosions of =4 dis-
tiricitly Qifferent chamacter, with a very
shiort, but 'distinct, interval - between
ithiem, and the: I‘orWand part of the ship
was lifted to a marked degree at the
time of 'the first explosion. The first
explosion wais miere in the nature of a
report like that of a gun; mwhile ‘the
seiconid expjlosion was more open, prio-
. longed, and of greater volume: Mhis
" second explosion was, in ithe opimion of
e ' dourt, ' caused by the partial ex-
plosion of two or more of the fonwamd
miagazines of the Maine.

4. "The evidence /beaning wupon this
beiing principally obtained firom divers,
did not enable ‘the court to form a
| definite conclusion as 'to 'the condition
of the wreck, althiough it was establish-
ed that the aflter part of the ship was
practically intact and sank in ‘that con-
- dition a very ffew minutes after the de-
- gltruction of 'the fonward part.

The following ‘ﬁacts in regard to the
‘forward part of the shilp are, however,
established by the testimony:

That portion of the pont side of the
protective deck, which extends from
albout frame 30 to albout frame 41 rwas
blown up, aft, and over to pont. The
main deck ifrom wabouwt frame 30 ito
about frame 41 was blown up, aft and
slightly over to starboard, folding the
forward part of the middle super-
structure over and on top of jthe aiftter
part. ‘This was, in ithe *oplirmﬁn of the
court, caused by ‘the partial explogion
i of two or more of the fonward ma;g‘a.
zines f the Maine.

5. At frame 17, the outer shell of ithe
gmv, friom a point eleven and one-Jhailf
u'eet from the middle line of the. ship
and six feet above ‘the keel whhen in its

the finding of . tnormtajl position, has been forced up so

as to be mow about four feet abve the

i eurface of ithe walter, therefore, about

ithinty-four 'feet above whieré it would
i lbe had the ship sunk umnjumd. The "
outside 'bottom oplaiting is bent into a
reversed shape V shape, the after wing
of swihlich, about. fifteen feet broad anid
tHirty-ttwo feet in length (from frome
17 to frame 25) it is doubled back upon

| itsellf agalinst the continuation of the

same plating extending forward.

At frame 18 the vertical keel iis brok-
en lin two and the flat keel bent linto
am angle simfilar—to the angle formed by
ithe outside bottom plating. This break
is now @about six feet below the surface
of the mater, and about thirty feet
albove its mormal position. ;

In the opinion wof the .court, this ef-
fect coulM have been produced only by
the explosion of @ mine situated under
ithe ottom of the <hip alt about frame
18, amyd somew'hait on ﬂlmeport.szdeoct

\After full and mature délibartion of )
all the 'testimony 'before it, the comrt | Maine, on the occasion mamed, was mot

](‘)ubra., on the twenity-fiith day of Jan- ’

the "ship.
6. The court finds theat the loss of Ithe

y in any respect due o famlt or megli-

1. 'That the United Stalftes battleship | gence on the part of any of the officens

| or memibers of the crew of shid vessel.

7. In -the opiniion of the count the
Maine was destroyed by the explosion
of a submarine mine, wihich ‘cansed the
pantial explosion of two or mors of her

. forwand-magazines.

|mmwm_mmat1

8. The court has fbeen unable o ob-
tain ewvidemce fixing ithe responsibility
for ithe destruiction of the Maline upon
Ww. SAIMEP'SO!N Captain, U. 8. N,,

~ President.
A, MIARIX, Lieut. Commander, U. 8. N
Jmdge Axdvocate.

The courtt, . having fnished the in-
guiny, it was ‘oridered ‘to malke, adjourn-
ed at 11 o'clock a. m. to awalit the ac-

tion of the convening authority.
W. T. SAMPSON, Captalin, U. 8. N. . -
President.

*A..MA,RIX.CamMer.UB.

Judge Advocaite.
Umited States flagehip New York,
Manch 22nd, 1898, Off Key ‘West, Fila.
The proceedings and findings of the
mwmmmwovemnem
approved.

. EIOA!RD
-Rear-Admiral, Commander-in

reported. The only magazine’ 'wh}ah‘ ‘meUﬁtédsutmuwvalfmi:emm.

~ North Atlantic vl:atibn- g

ek =,

- ithie noﬂbhmy;ﬂ and westward of

plogion p
lmnimnuy &qmbmitted -ahowdmg
' ex:erg.lisp on ‘béard the ship ‘hvy

anﬂ his officers amnd

ibility of the acci-

dent occurTii- ¥ By amy initermal cause,
of the bunkers,

blmﬁon or from other

S0 mamy theories

qny of Captain Sigsbee is

‘imiportance and perhaps

1 m%?er&{ interest than thait

' man called before the

: . great care and minulte-

ness he giv }a'n account of the man-

agément of yhe ship, how she (was

W.wﬂiﬁmdomefmmday to

day on [beagsy how she sailed into Ha-

vana hanbo¥ ‘ther anchorage and what"

he knew 3bf‘it it, and in fact every

poin‘t upon ¥ikich the governmeent and

tihe countryg®idesires to be informed.

Nothing in” ,;pna,in Sigsbee’s testimony

ghow's th&ti Yo anchorage was chang-

ed or thait i’ﬁ—'*‘h"a.s comsldered ‘dtamrgercua
by any orne. 32

‘1mpontanbr~ of thie tes-

jtiain Sigsbed is that of

m, who had  -charge of

2 7d knew from day to day

ﬁVe‘rs found. His testimony

o jin extent trechntcal ‘bear-

' ablé to da.sdlos& dohsa.t thie

ik place from the outside.

forgian, Olsen and Smith,

jted imiportamlt ewvidence.

: rﬂh»at the plates 'were

5 | the bottom mport side

and hurtmﬁaﬁ ‘a:m the starboard.

The: story gf the explosions is told by |

different wishesses amd adds little to
wihiait mmma { Sigsbee and Commander
Wa:i*nrwrl*gfm “pelated. - Nothing in ‘the
testimony ¥xes ithe responsibility,
no ‘conspirg & is-apparent, mo kmnowl-

eknowledge ‘of rtibe de-
€ Mﬂtmen'bg ﬁlbe'ntionfm

n:fng to show that a con-
o  But: m)thinzg id dtelﬂ-

MAINE ‘COfM’ING.

‘ 1 Fitzhugh Lee appear-
ed before 18 count on (March 8th. His
‘testithony 1 fated to ithe official formiali-
ties precedi iz the Maine’s arrival. On
January 243k he received a message
from the ;e -de-pamtnn'ent saying that
the “Ha‘i.n@ soubd‘ sent to Halvama
on a f;" ‘visit t8 resume the regu-
lar s-t.a.t ?, naval relations between
the dwio c!ai 1gtries and ke was ondered
to miake adangements at 'the palace
for -the i:nb'nham!g'e of official counte-
sies. After f.call at the palace he senit
ithe stalte d' jartment a calble message
saying: _‘WZiithorities profess ‘to think
the United. #:a,t‘e's thas ulterior purpose
in sending The ghip. Say. it will. ob-
struct  aubtdéTomy l“xld prioduce exoite-
mienit, anid ¥ ,\st D ably a demonsitra.-
tion." Ask ¥ at it mot be dome till they
can get ¥ uctions from Madrid. Say
that 4f for riendly purpose as cha,i*m-
ed, delay igipnimportamnt.”

Tt was : i late, hiowever, thie Mta‘qm
had afveaid.! twailed. She arrived the
next day &t} Lee reported the arrival
to the stnaxtf SJepartment.

SFGS TE'S TESTIMONY.

Capitain 'S.#sbee started his bestimony
by d'escnﬂbﬁ‘ the arrival of the Maline
in Havéna: “farbor.and her anchorage
atwﬂm,'th#e tood itio 2 ome .of the
regular brut )"s of the place. He could .
mot gtate ' thether the Maine - was
‘placed in rt;:e usual berth for men=-of-
war, ‘but s&s ivthat he had heard re-
marnks sm!m Gthe explosgion, using Cap-
tain Stev t temporarily in command
of the W 15. Line steamer City of
‘Washingtol'+as autority -for “the state-
ment, thatiite ad mever known in all
‘his experier e ,which -covered wvisits to
Havana M"tﬁve, or six years, a man-
of-war .to. -.* anchored at that buoy:
that he hy Y rarely kniown merchant
vessels tot‘ao amchored ‘there and that
g:orw'&s tihae ;a'st used buoy in the har-

In deserif,{ng the surroundings at
the time at,%ﬂ‘l-e explosion Captain Sigs-
bee dtated - ;mt the Alphonsa XTI was
at hier { berth, abouwt 250 yards to

ithe
Maime.

TheMa.‘in *coaled ‘at Key West tak-
1ngona1bq»tlao'bons,m-ecoalbemg\
regularly . pected and taken from the

»;?i!‘e No report was receiv-
ed from thé: 'hief engineer that any coal
had been bhon‘g'ﬁlﬂmebunkersmxd

,e alarms in the 'bunkers

In s0 far as't:hemg‘u-

Whenaskedwhatherﬂ:emmm
demonsiration of animosity by people
aflcat, Captain Sigsbee said that there
never was on shore, as he was inform-

_ed. but there was afloat. He‘thenrle-

‘eﬂdeme-ly-wtmapeop}e civil and mili-

tary, returning from = bull fight in
‘Regla, passed 'the Maine and about
‘forty people on ‘board indulged in yells,
whistles and derisive calls. During the
stay in Havana Captain ‘Sigsbee took
miore than ordinary precaution for the

. | protection of the Maine.

SIGSBEE DESCRIBES THE WRECK.

- The Maine at the time of the expilo-
sion was.heading approximabely moarth-
west. He was writing at his port cabin
table at the '‘time of the explosion and
was dressed. He then went in'to a de-
saription of dhe explosion when he felt
‘the icrash. He characterized it as a
ibursting, orashing soumnd, or moar of
immense vwlume, largely metallic dn its
character. 1t was succeeded by & me-
tallic sound, probably of falling debris,
a ‘trembling amd durching motion of
ithe wessel, then an impression of sub-
sidence, datitended by an clipse of elec-
tric lghts ‘and intense darkness within
the cabin. He knew immediately that
the Maline was '‘blown up and 'thalt she
was sinkiing, As soon as he arrived om
deck sepitries were ordered placed about
the &hip and ‘the forwand magazine
floodied, df* practica®le. 'Then came
faint cries and he saw dimly mwhite
floating ‘bodies ‘in the water. Boats
were ait once ordered lowered, but emly
two were found available, the gig and
ithe whale-boat. They were lowered
and man iby officens, and men and
by 'the captain’s directions they keft the
ship and assisted in saving the wound-
ed jointly with other boats*that had
arrived on the scene. [Fire amidships
by this time was burning fiencely anid
ithe spare ammunition in the pilot house
was exploding. At this 'time Lieuwten-
amt Commander Wainwrighit whispered
to thie capbain that he thought 'the
10-inch magazing forwand "had been
tfhrown.-up into the buming Thass and
n’mg'ht explode in 'time . Everybody was
‘then directed to geit into ‘the boaits over
the stern, which was don-, the captain
getting into the gig and, then proceed-
ing itio the City of Washinmg‘tcm where
the found the wounded in the dining
saloon being carefully attended by the
officers anid orew lof the vessel.

Various Spamigh officials came on
board and expressed sympathy and sor-
row ffor the aiccident. The representa-
tives «f Genleral 'Blanco and of ithe
admiral of the station svere amomng the
Spanish officials ‘who tendered their re-
spedt's. "A'bout eighity-four or eighty-
five of the men ‘were found that might
who survived. Tn reply to the direct
question whether any of the maigazines
or she]l rooms wepe blown up ithe cap-
taiip said it was extremlely difficult to

come 'to:any coniclusion. The cenitire of ex

plosdion ‘wias ‘beneath and a little for-
mummwmm
gide. Tn thie Tegion of 'the centre of
axis of ithe explosion was the 6-inch

reserye magazine ‘which con'tained very:

little powder, about 300 pounds. ‘The
10-inch miagazine was in ithe same gen-
enal region, bult on the starboard side.

Over the 10-inch magazine is the load-

ing room of the turret and in ithe ad-
joining passage a mumber of 10-inch
shlells wiere permanenitly placed. ‘Ac-
cording to Captain Sigsbee it would
be difficult to conceive the explosion
involved the 10-inch magazine because
of the locatiomn of the explosion and
fthat mio reports shiow that any 10-inch
ghells were hurled ihto the air because
of 'the explosion.

He said the discipline of the ship was
excellent. In the engineer’'s dJdepart-
menit the vessel was always ready and
always responsive. He paid a tribute
‘tio the crew andsaid thalt a quieter betber
na'tured lot of men he had never kniown
on board any wvessel in which he had
served.  On 'his ‘examination by - the
court, Captain Sigdbee said thait ithe
highlest temperature he could remem-
ber mras 112, but that was in the after
magazine. . The 'temperature, in the for-
ward = ‘magazines (beling conisiderably
lower. . 3

Thene was no loose powder kept in
the magazine. All the coal bunkens
were ventilated 'through air tubes ex-
amined weekly by ithe chief engineer
and were connected electrically to the
amnunciator near his cabin door. The
forward coal bunker on ithe pont sife
was full, The forwanrd coal bunker on
‘the starboard sid¢ was half full, and it
ml being used at ithe tirrnsedf‘nh'eet-
plos

Captain Sigsbee gave as his opinion
ithat if coal '‘bunker™~%A 16"’ had been so
ot as ito 'Pe dangerous to the 6é-inch
reserve magazine that ithis condition
would have been shiown on three sidés
where 'the bunker was exposed and
thait men constantly passing to amd fro
by it would have nec-easan-ily mioticed
the undule heat.

Captalin Siggbee was examined as to
the ammumition on board 'the Maine.
He stated that there were mo high ex-
plosives, gun cotton, detonators or
other matenial in magazines or ghell
rooms whicdh the regulations prohibit-
ed. He testified that no war heads had
‘been plaiced on torpedoes since he had
command of ithe ship.

ENSTIGN POWELSON'S TESTIMONY.

Engign W. V. N. Powelson ‘'was c¢alled
ithe third day of ithe court. He testi-
ffied that he had been presemt on the
Maine  every day from the arrival of
the Fern and during a great deal of the
diving. In reply to a question to tell
the-court ail about the condition of the
wireck he said the forward part of the
ship forward of the after smoke stack

to all appearances completely

id: . The fixtures were complete-

ly wrecked, while fixtures in the same
position on the starboard side were in

.| some wcases, @almost intaict, The

port
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bent upward and folded backiward upom
itself. *“This plate was sheared froms
the rest of the plating below.”

Referning to his motes made of m
on the Maine, Ensign Powelson statad
that the arc of the engine room tele—
graph and 'the shaft of the steening
gear coming down through the armoresd
tube (turret) was bent from port to
starboand. The port side of the pro-
tective deck was covered with a greasy
deposit; the starboard side being com-
paratively free from Gt. The fooward
smoke pipe hatch between the malm:
dhd superstructure decks did not showsr
signs of #he internal pressure of gasas.
On the main deck forward of the con-
ning tower where the fore and afk
angle bulb beam was located the planik—
ing was blown off on the ‘only remain-
ing plate of the main deck on ithe port
side, while the wood was still attached
to lthat part of the starboard side be-
tween ‘the comming tower base and the
turrets. What the witnessbsaw would
indicate thalt the pressure 1lifted 4he
protective deck on the starboard wide
theld fast and Dbent that deck down-
sward. The witness though't the Ship
on the port side was entirely gone op-
posite the point indicated on & dim-
gram handed the coumnt, . It was entire-
ly blown out.

Ensign Poawelson was recalled om
February 25th and showed the plans of
the Maine from ;which the 'haJd ddem i~
fied the battom plates that were Howmn
up through the upper deck. The find-
ing of these plates on top of the wreelk
clear:albove water was among the first
and most important points of evidence
clearly disproving the possibiiity «f an
intermal explosion.

Aifter minutely descrfbing ‘the 'plabes.t
with their green coating of paint and
the other manrks by mwhich they were
identified, Powelson stated 'that they
must have been blowm up-thirty-cight
or thirty-nine feet tlo reach their pres-
ent position. Beside the bhottpm plates,
Powelson 'found some pipes from .the
bottom compartment (lodged in f%the
angle of the bottom plates that pro-
truded above the water. The berth deck
over this bottom compartment 'was also
on top of the wreck and twenty feet
forward of ‘the plates, while this section
of the main deck had Jdisappeared.
The diver who had beén working for
Powvelson on this investigation inform-
ed him he had found the ammunition
for the six inch magazine pushed over
to the starboard side.

Ensign Powe , after d’iagrm

the wreck was vinced that the bot-
tom was :tb.raw& and mot oud.

Mr. Powelson d. that on Febtuary
26th Diver Olsen reported to him that
on coming up from below he had fol-
lowed the forward and after wings of
the V-shape made by the bottom: plat—
ing at frame 17 and said on the forward
wing of the V. the plates ran down
on @ very steep slant and then t turred’
under - and out under the starboerd
side; that just above where the plates:
turned to ‘o under ‘the starboard side
the found M&M@ts as if the pm
had been in bet’
from outside 'fn: ﬁm be 'mﬂ ex-
plored the alfter wing of the V., amd
had found a semi-circular hole a.bcmt.
two feet in diameter with rivet holes
all around it. He said that semi-cir-
cular hole was albout twenty feet from
the top of the V. made by ithe . bottom.
plating. He said the plate presented
a jagged appearance as if it had been
torn .and that a crack had extended
from the bottom edge of the semi-cir-.
cular hole to g distance of about eight
inches and that the plates about this
hole were bent away from the green
side of the plating.

The judge-advocate asked Mr. Pow-
elson how he lgoked upon Olsen’s testi-
mony, in view of his knowledge of the
Maine and the drawings of the vessel
He replied that he regarded if as. ex-
tremely aiccurate.

The judge-advocate asked Mr. Pow-
elson what he deduced from Olsen™s
testimony received from the divers that
forenoon, together with what informa-
tion he had had before.

Mr. Powelson replied that he thought
the explosion woccured on 'the port side
somewhere about frame 18, centre of
impact.

When questioned further as to what
he regarded as the cause of the injur-
jes, Mr. Powelson said: '"On the bot-
tom, Hforward, 'Where a frame was
thrown up fit would seem to me the
force was communicated some distance
through the water, because it was Tift-
ed wup idnstead of being battered in.
It was ia force that was ‘cushioned Im
some way, because the diver tells me
there was a bulge in the plates between °
the two frames and such a force as
that would be ocushion pressure, So-
the plates in .that part of the ship not
thaving been [broken im, this explosiom
may have ocoured aft and the frames
forwanrd of the transverse ammor being
weaker ithan they are aft, fhe ship
might hawve been lifted up there Ty
this cughion pressure from further aft™

Mr. Powelson said: ‘‘Diver Smith
went down the ship's side and exanin-
ed the backing of the armor. That
looked to be pushed in because at the
place where the plate was gone the
wood backing about six or seven inches
thick was splintered pointed in 'board.™

Mr. Powelson sent Schluter, on the
morning of the bth ito examine the
plating omr the port side abaift the crame,
just under the main ‘deck. Mhe outdide

(Continued on Fourth Page.) 1
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