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 SLIGHT NﬂTIGE OF MAINE WRECE.

-VThe Message Chieﬂy Embraces ‘a Detail of the Horrors of the Cuban
War---Lengthy Extracts From Messages of Presndenté Grant and
and Jaekson---Opposes Reeogmtlon of Cuban Belhgerency

; L or Independence of the
That the Preqndent be

1vene to Put a Stop to the War. A0

Washington, u&pril 11.—The tpresﬁdemt
today sent the 'ﬂoulow'lng megsage to the
congress of the Un‘fted States: :

Obedient 'to itthait maeept of the com-
stitution’ which ocommiands the presi-
ident to give from time to ‘time to the |
congress informaltion of the state of the
union, and ‘to recommend to their con-
sideration sucdh measures as 'he shall
jutdage necessary and expedient, it be-
comes my duty ﬂorw ito address your
ibddy with regard ‘to the grave crisis
#that has arisen in ithe relations ¢f the |
United States to Spain by reason of the
warflare that for miore than three years
thas raged im the ne‘Lg‘hbormg island of
ICuba. I.do so fbetﬂnme of the intimalte
connection of ‘the Cuban question with
the state of our union and the grave
relation of the course swhich it is now
incumbent upon ithe mation to adopt

must be nmeeds bear to 'the traditional
policy of wour lgmﬂe-nmnentt 9 it.ds 1o
accord with. ithe precepts laid down by
the founders of 'the republic and Te-
ligiously observed 'by succeeding ad--
ministrations to Lhe present day.

The presemt is but ‘the successor of
other similar insurrections which have
occurred in Cuba against the dominion
of Spain, extending over a period of
nearly half a century; each of which,
during 'its progress, ‘has subjected ‘the
Unlited States to great effort and ex-
pense in enfforcing its neutrality Jaws,
caused enormous 1*055- to 'A'merican
trade and commence, caused irritation,
annoyanece and disturbance among our
" gitizens and by 'the exercise of coruel,
'bamliaﬂoub anid uneivilized practice of
warfare, .shodked rthe sensibilities and
- offenided 'the trmm.‘wme sympa'nhless of

HISTORY OF 'I"HIE BIEVOLU'T[I&ON

Since 'the presenit mevoluticn, beg'am
in February, 1895 this country has
seen the fertile domain at our thresh-
- hold ravaged by fire and sword in the
course of a struggle unequalled in
the history _of 'the island and rarely
paralleled as to the number of the com-
. bbatants and 'the bitterness of the con-
itest by any re-v-olruldﬁcm of miodern times

be free, have been opposed by the pow- |
. Our people |

have 'beheld 4 once prosperous com- |
1

its lucrative commierce virtually para-
lyzed, (ts exceptigfial productiveness
diminished, lts 'ﬂe'ldﬁ_; aid waste, its miills
in ruins and its people perishing by
tens of therumnds from hunger amid
destitution. 'We hlave found ourselves
condtrained, in the observance of that
stiict neutrality wihiich our laws en-
join and which 'the law of niations com-
mands, 'topolice our own coasSts and
'walteh gur own seaponts in prevention
of any unlawful act in aid of the Cu-
fbams. Our trade has suffered; the cap- l
jtal mvested by our citizens in Cuba
has been largely lost and the temper ’

1

expression from 'tifmarto time in the na- \
tional legislature so that issues wholly |
external to our awn body politic en- |
gross attem'tion stand in ‘the way
of ithat close dewvotion tio domestic ad- |
vancement ‘thatt becomes a self-con- |
talined commonwealth Wwhose primal |
maxim has been the avioidance of all
foreign entanglemenits. (All ‘this must
mneeds awaken and has 'indeed aroused
the utmost concern on the part of this
government, as well during my prede-
ceaesgor's tenm as m any own.

In -April, 1896, tihe evils from 'whxc.h
our country suffemeﬁi through the Cuban
war became s onerous thait my pre-
decessor made am emomt '‘to bring aboalt
Jbeave through the ‘mediation of this
gov'ermrmt In any way that might
tend ‘to an honorable adjustmen't of the
contest between Spain and her revolit-
‘éd volony, on 'the basis of some effec-
tive sdheme of self-zovernment for Cu-

el ahauﬁdertheﬁaxumml‘gmty of

It faliled, through the refusal
" of the 'Spanish governmenit then -in
power to consider any form of media-
tion or, indeed, any plan of sdtitlemenit
'wihich did not begin with ithe aatual
submission of t:ha l}nsimg'embs to ‘the
.aniother country, then only ‘on.such
as Spalin herself might see fit to

grant. The war continued unabated.

. The resistance of ithe insungents was
d‘i’mi'mmmd

in mo wisa
HORRORS OF RECONGENTDRMMON
fThe efforts of Spain were increased,
both by the Jdispatoh of fresh levies
to Cuba and by ‘the addition to ithe
horrors of the strife of a new and in-
human phase, happily unprecedenited
in the modern history of civilized Chris-
‘than peoples. The policy of devasta-
* ‘fion amd concentiration, naugurated
by tihe captain general’s bando of Oc-
itober 21, 1896, in the provinge 'of Pinar
del Rmo was 'thenke extended to em-
brace all of ithe istan'd o which tthe
m%r gf ‘the Spa‘é?;-h arms was able® m
¥ ocoupa or by miktary
eration. The peasanfry, incmm?m
dwelling 9n ‘the open agricultuyral fin-
- terior, were dﬁvephﬂto‘ﬁheg‘amn
!wwm or isolated places held by dthe
froops. The pai and movement of
provisions of-all Xinds were interdict-

, tration—so-called—had been! malde ef-

. IClara,

| the means of support, rendered desti-

| destruction up ito the walls of the city
{ of Havana itself, 'had relapsed into a
| dogged struggle in the cdniral and
| paigtern provimces. MThe Spanish arms
s regained a measure of conltrol in Pinar
counitry, without immediate fmprove-
| Even thus partially restricted, the revo-

' quest and submission, put forwand by

! honorable satitlemer't: 'The assassina-

| led to a change of govemnment in
| 'Spalin. The former

T

Cubans---Reeommends
Authorized to Inter-

4

ed, and, in short, everything that could
desolate the land and rvender it umifit
for human halbitaition or suppont, was
dommanded by one or ithes other of
itHe contending parties, and executed
by all ithe powers at their disposal.

By the time the present administra-
dion 'took office, a year ‘aigo, Teconcen-

fedtive over ‘the better pant of .the four
central and western provinees, Santa
Matanmzas, Havana and Pinar
del ‘Rio. 'The agricultural population,
to ‘the estima'ted number of 300,000 or
miore, was herded within the towmns and
their immediate wvicinage, deprived olf

tute of shelter, left poorly clald and ex-
poseid to the most unsanifary conidi-
tions. '@'s ithe scarcity of food increas-
ed with the devastation of the depopu-
lated areas of production, ‘destitution
and want became misery and starva-
tion. Month by month the! death rate
fincreased by an alarming ratio, By
March, 1897, according o conservidtive
estimates from 'officikal Spainsh sources,
the morbality lamong ithe reconicen-
itraldios, from starvaltion and ithe dis-
eases thereto incident, exceeded 50 per
centum ‘of ‘'their 'total mumber. No
practical relief was accorded to ithe
destitute. The over-burdened towms,
already suffering from the general
dearth, could give mo aid. So-called
“zones of cultivation' established with-
in the .immediate area of effective mrili-
tary control about the wities and forti-
fied ¢amps proved illusory as a remedy
‘for ‘the suffering. The unfortunaites,
being f6r 'the most part women ‘and
children, with aged and helpless mlen,
enfeebled by disease and hunger, could
miot hawve ititled the soli, wilthout tools,
seed or shelter, for 'their own support
or for the supply of the cities, Recon-
centiraltion,” adopted avowedly as a war
measure in londer to cut the resources
of the insurgents, worked its predestin-
ed results.  As I said in my message of
last Deécember, I'T WIAIS NOT CIVILIZ-
HD WARTARE; IT WAS EXTHERM-
INATION.  THE ONLY PEACE IT
ICOULD BEGET WIAS THAT OF THE
WILDERNESS AND THE GRAVE.

Meanwhile, ‘the military situaition in
the figland had undergone a moticeable
change. [MThe extraordinary activity
ithialt characterized the second year of
fthe wiar, 'when the insurgenits ‘invaded
even fthie hitherto unharmed fields -of
Pinar del Rio and carried havoe anid

del Rio and parts of 'Havana, but, un-
der ‘the existing conditions of 'the rural

menit wof their productive situation.

lu'tionigts held their own and their con-

Spain as the essential and sole basis
of peace, seemed as fiar &isbam as at
| 'the outset.

In this state of amalrs, my adminis-
traition found itself confronted with ithe
gravie problem of its duty. ’My mes-

w‘it.m- a view 'to relieving it;s !a.cuftmeas
and opening the way ito some forin of

tion of ‘the prime minister, Canovas,

aldministraltion
pledged. to subjugation without conces-
sion gave place: to a mone liberal par-
ity, committeld Tonig fin advamce o a
policy of reform involving the wider
. principle of home Tule for Cuba and
Puerto Rico. The wovertures iof* this
government, made through its new en-
vioy, 'Gemeral Woodford, and looking to
an immediate and effective ameliora-
tion of the condition of the island, al-
though not accepted to the extenit of
admitted medialtion in any shape, were
met by assurances that home rule, in
an advanced phase, would be forthwith
offered to Cuba, without nwaditing for the
war to end, and that miore humiane
methods should henceforth prevail in
the conduct. of hostilities. ;' \Coinciden -
tally with these declarations, the new
governmenit of Spain continued and
completed the policy already begun by
its preédecessor, of testifving friendly
regard for Ithis niaition b?r releasing
American citizens held ! unider one
chiarge or anlather connected with 'the
insurrection, so ‘thet, by the end of
Niovember, not a single person enititled
in any way to our national protection,
reémained in a Spanish prison.

PROTRAICTED NEGOTIATIONS.

{While ‘these mnegotiations were in
progress, the increasing destitution of
the  unfortunate reconcertrados and
the alarming montality among 'vtilmm
claimed earnest attention. MThe success
which had attended ithe limited meas-
ure of relief extenided 'to 't suffening
‘American citizens 'among * by the
judicioms expenditure through the con-
sular agencies of the money appropi-
ated em-ylﬁortheirmtry the
joinit resolution approved Mdy 24, 1897,
prompted, the humane extension of a
aimiharedhemeofand’toﬂmgraaitbod!y
of sufferers. A suggestion ‘to ithis end
was acquiesced in by tthe Spamish au-
thorities. 'On the 24th 'of December last
T caused 'to be issued am 1 to the
American people, inviting contributions

ed. The fieMs were laid waste, dwell-
ins*s umwred and fired, mills dest‘n‘xy

in money or in kind for the sucdor of

‘mation of a central Cuban relief come« |

inig 'this 'on the 8th of Ja.mmby ‘a
similar public of the for- |

mittee, with 'headguarters in New York
city, composed of three members repre-
gen‘t“x'ngfthe‘Amerioan Naltional . Red
elementis of the community. The ef-
Mm‘.:that.mnﬂibteebavehemm-

to Cuba have greatly alided ‘ﬁre- chiagi-
talble work. 'The fpmeuu of the
American 'Red Cross, and a-qreaentan
itives of other contributory organiza~
tions hiave generously visited Cuba. an'
co-operalted with hhe oconsul genena
and ithe local authorities to make &f-
fective distribution of the relief wool-
leoted ithrough the efforts of the cen-
itral committee. Nearly $200,000 in mom-
ey reached the sufferers and miore is
tor!ﬂheom‘mg The supplies are admit-
ted du'ty free, and transportbation tothe
inberior hials been arranged so ‘that the
relief, at first necessarily confined %o
Havana and ftlhe larger cﬂﬁtes, is now
exitended through miost, if dot all, of,
ithe towns where suffering exists. ?mm-u-f
sands of lives have already been saved.
'The mecessity for a change in ithe
condition of 'the reconicentrados is re-.
cognlized by the Spanish governmenit,
Within a 'few days past, the orders of
‘General Weyler have been mevioked;
the reconcentrados are, it is said, o be”
permitted to return ‘to their hiomes, and
aided to resume the self-supporting
purnsuits of peace; public works have .
been ordered to give them employmenit,
and a sum of $600,000 hMas been appro-
prigted for their relief.

The war in Cuba. is of such a nature
that, shont of subjugation or extermin-
ation, a final military victory for eithet
side seems fimpracticable. ™The alter-
nmaltive lies in the physical exhaustion
of 'the one or ‘the other party or, per-
'‘haps, both—a conldition whidh in effect
enided 'the 'ten years’ war by the truce
of Zanjon, The prospect of such a
protraidtion and conclusion of 'the pres-
ent strife is a contingency hardly ‘to be
contemplaited with eguanimity by *thes
civilized wiorld, and least of all ithe
Uniited Staites, affeched and injured as
‘we are, deeply and intimna}trely by its
very existence.

Realizing ithis, it appeared o be miy
‘duty, in a spirit df true friendliness, mo
less ito Spain than.'to 'the Cubans who
have o much to lose by ithe prolonga-
tion of 'the strugegles, ito seek to bring
about an immediate termination of 'the
war. To/this end I submitted, on the
27th wlitimo, as a result of much repre-
sentaition ‘and correspondence fthrough
‘the Unifted States minister ait Madrid,
propositions ‘to the Spanish government
looking to an armistice unitil 'Odtober

| other nations, a

measured rvm:ﬂs._ wttered ‘h‘l 1875, when
after seven years of sanguinary, de-
structive and cruel hostilities in Cuba,
Creraio o e Thacpemiens . Cuts
i G

was impracticable ind ble;
and that ithe pecognition of belliger-

ence was mnot jwarranted by the facia
according to, *he tests of lic law.
1 I commented. especially upon the latter
aspect of th2 question, pointing out the
inconvenience amd positive dangers of
a recognition! of belligerence which,
while adding to the already onerous
burdens of neuytrality within our own
jurisdiction, veuld not in any way €x-
tend our inflyence or effective ouices
in the territoritory of hostilities. Noth-
ing has since occurred to change my
view in this regard—and T recognize
as fully now as then that the issuance
of a proclamation ‘of neutrality, by

| which process the so-called recogmni~

tion of the 'belligerence is published,

action, accomplish nothing toward the

one end for which we labor, the instant

pacification of Cuba and the cessation
of the misery .ttha.‘t aﬂlicts the island.

THE QUMON oF mDE:PEN-
i D(ENCE

'I‘urnin'g to the question of recogn‘iz-‘
ing at this tim< the independence of thas
present insurgent government in’Cuba,
we find salfe precedents in our history'
from an early day. They are w
summed up |in . President' Jagkson’s s
message ‘to cgngress, December 21st, -
1836, on the subject of ‘the recognition
of the independence of Texas. He said:

“In all thecontests that have arisen
out of the revolution of France, out of
the disputes relating to the crowns of
Portugal and Spain, out of ithe separa-
tion of the Ameérican peosessions of both
from the Eurdpean governments, and
out of the numerous and constantly
occurring struggles for ‘dominion in
Spanish-Amepica, so wisely consistent
with our just iprinciples hg.s been the
action of our igovernment that we have,
under the most critical circumstances,
avoided all wcensure, and encountered
nio other evil than that produced by a
transient estrangement of good will in
those against swhom we have been by
force of evidence compelled to decide.
It has thus made known to the world
that ‘the uniform policy-and practice
‘of the United States is to avoid all in-
terference in disputes which merely re-
late ‘to the intérnal government of
and eventually to recog-
nize the authority of  the prevailing
party. without Teference to our particu-
lar inte and views or to: the merits
of the original controversy. * * * %
But on this, ag-+on every other trying
ot:ca.sion. -safet?y is to be ﬂou:nﬂ in a

8

cognition of Cuban Belligerency

what action Congress will take.
Consul General Lee’s Journe

at every station where the train

and referred to Committees.

Mmmmmo
IMPORTANT EVENTS OF THE DAY. .

The President sends his Messa.ge to Congr&ti& He rOPDOSES Re-

The President asks Congress to authorize hlg to put a stop to
the War i in Cuba,. wlthout mt1mat1ng in favor of which party he,

‘was a triumphal tour, enthusiastic crowds" ﬁemg in attendance

or Independence.

will act. :
There was a serious Riot in Madnd Sunday mght. .
Minister Woodford does not expect to have to sever his rela:,
- tions with the Spanish Government, .

Our future relations with Spain and Cubp, now depend on

i’-

y North from Tampa yesterday

stopped. He: expects to reach

Washington at 2 o’clock this afternoon. RS
The President’s Message is read in both HOuses of Congress

E

Senator Butler introduces Resolution for Cub'hn Independence.
! The Reports of Cuban Consuls is laid before Congress. '

wmmm

Ist for the megotiation of peage with
the good offices of 'the president.

In addition I asked the immediate
revocation of the order of reconcentra-
dition, so as to permit the people to re-
turn to their farms and the needy to be
relieved with provisions and supplies
from the United States, co-operating
with. the Spanish a:uthorltne.s, S0 as to
afford full relief. :

The reply of the Spanish cabinet was
received on the night of the 3ist ultimo.
It offers, as the meams to.bring about
peace in Cuba, to confide the prepara-
tion thereof 'to the imsular parliament,
inasmuich as the concurrence of that
body would be mecessary 'to Teach a
final result, it being, however, under-
stood that the powers reserved by the
congpitwtion to the central government
‘are mot lessened or  diminished. -As
the Cuban parliament does not meet un
til the 4th of May mnext, the ish
government would mot object, for its
- part, ito comiplete ationce a suspension of
hiostilities if askKed for by the dinsur-
gents from the genenral-in-chief, wo
whom it would pertain, in such case,
to determine the duration and comdi-
tions of the armistice.

MThe propositions submiitted by Gen-
eral Woodford and ‘the reply of the
Spanish government were both in the
form of brief memoranda, the texts of
which are heffore me—and are substan-
tially in the lanmguage above given. The
function of the Cuban parliament in the
matiter of ‘‘preparing” peace and the
manner of its doing so are not express-
¢d in the Spanish memmoranda, but from
General Woodford’s explanatory re-
poris of preliminary discussions pre-
ceding the final conference, it is under
stood that the $Spanish .government
stands ready to give the insular con-
gress full powers to settle ithe terms of
peace with the insurgents—whether by
direct negotiation or indirectly by
means of legislation, does mot appear.

With this last overiure in the direc-
tion of ¥mmediate peace, and its dis-
appointing reception by Spain, the
executive was brought to the end of his
effort. :

In my a.nnua.l message of Deeembe-r
last, I gaid:

“Of the uniried measures :t.hewe re-
main ly: Recognition of ‘the insur-
gents as belligerents; recognition of the
independence of C=ba; neutral inter-
vention to end the war by imiposing
a rational compromise between the con-
 testants, and intervention in favor of
one or the other party. 1 speak not of
forcible annexation, 'for that cannot be
thought of. Tha't,byouroodeotmo-
rality, would be criminal

Thereupon 1 reviewed these a-lterna

the starving sufferers in Cuba, follow-

tives, in the light.of president Grant’s

rigid adherenceg to principle. MIn tﬁe:
contest 'bet'ween Spain and the revolted
colonies 'we stood aloof and waited not
only until the ability of the new states

lished, but untjl the danger of thﬁeiral:;;
ing again subugated had entirely p
ed away. Them, and mot until thﬁ'ﬂ,
were they recognized, Such was oir
course in regard to Mexico herscif
* * * 1t is'true 'that with regard o
Téxas the civil authority of Mexio
has been expelled, its invading amy

self captured, and all present power

control the mewly organized gove

ment of Te;:'a.s_ annihilated within ‘ts
confines. 'But, on 'the other hand, thare
is, in appearance, at least, an immens=
disparity of physical force on the side
of Texas. The Mexican republic, under

mder a new leader, and menacing a

ion. Upon the jssue of this threatened
invasion, the independence of /Texas
may be considered as suspended;. and

tiye situation of the United States and
Texas, our acknowledgement\of its inde-
pendence at such crisis could scarcely
be regarded as consistent with - that
prudent resérve nwith which we haye
hitherto held ourselves bound to tbeg.t
all similar questions.” - :
Thereupon Andrew Jackson

ed to consider the risk that there mkht
be imputed 'tor the United States’ mbo-
tives of sSelfish dnterest in wview of the
former eclaim cm our part to the terni-
tory of Tes and of the avowed pur-
pose of the Texans in seeking recogni-
tion of independence as an incident to

concluding thus:

‘““Prudenice,  therieflore, seems to d:lc-
,mte thalt we ‘should dtill stand alloof
end maintalin our present attitude, if

ot:the'peomeoft&ratcmmtry‘bom
tain ‘their seperaite soverdignty amd to
u;&voﬂ*ﬂhe@o‘vermnedteonsﬂhnedhy
Neither of the contending par-
nesmjusuy of ithis course,
By z ft, ‘we are but carrying ‘out
ithe Tong estalblshed policy of our gov-
erorment, a policy which has secured o

imspired conifidence ait home.”

rl‘heaea.re‘ﬂhewm'dsofmeresohﬂe
and paltriotic - Jadkson.’ . They are evi-
mmmnmwdsmmm

could of itself amd mnattended by ot'h-er

i ‘Cubla.; for

to protect themselves was fully estab-

defeated, the chief of the republic hl.q -

another executive is rallying. Ita forees:

fresh invasion to recover its lost domin--

were there nothing peculiar in the rela-

the incorporation of Texas in the unjon;

mreapectmﬁ%nﬂueanembﬂamd mﬂ'

CUBANS IN THE

Fiture- Events
" This Body

‘
'l
I

Criticisms of the Message by Co

‘Throughout

‘Waslrmgton, ‘April 11.—The future of
the relations of ‘the United States with
Spain and Cuba nmow rests with ocon-
gress, the representative body of the
Americamn peaple. [What course - ithe

elected men composing it will pursue
cannot (be foretold tonight.” The for-
eign commiftees of both houses now.
hiasve the -subjedt-in their control, and
difiter due deliberation, will report o
itheir respective 'branches what they
consider should 'be the afttitude of 'the
Umnitd States on the grave guestion pre-
sented. Barly action by the committees
is expedted, but exactly when it may

"be looked for is nmot mow determinabile.

The ‘full- responsbiility of the subject
wias placed upon congress when Presi-
den't MceKinley today transmitted to it

awaited message relating 'to our nego-—
iHaltions wiith Spain as ito its warflare
im ICuba and drawing therefrom hiis per-
sonial conclusions a.n‘d recommenida-
tion's. |

. N0 message in recen't years, nct even
that of President Cleveland on Veme-
zuela, nor President Harrison on Chile
caused such widespread and in'tense in-
fteredt. Mhalt it did not create profound |
enthusiasm may haye been due to fthe
fact that ¥ts main features had been
accura'tely forecasted in 'the 'Associat-
ed Press dispatches, or to a disappoint-
menit amiong those 'who wanlted Cuban
independence and immediate reprisal

{ upon Spain for the 'destruction of the

Maline. [Feor a Tong ftime a large ma-
pority ‘Ln' bobh houses have  flavored
fmeore ithan two years, a@as
vohoad in resolutiions passed by con-
gress, 'thie recognition of belligerenicy .
as been sought. Both of these proposi-
itions 'were antagonized . in 'the messaige,

| { anld consequenitly in ‘'this regamd the

mesisage did not accord with the miéa-
jority sentiment. The message ileft
congress very. much alt sela, because of
.the —~paragement in views between it
anid ithie executive, an obstaicle hkard to
surmount, unless, as now seems pPos-
dilble, congress sees 'ifts course tio lie

| i wecord with the president’'s recom-

mendation. Tt s genenally. believed

‘fthiait 'the presidenit wiould have been amu-

thorfized to interveme with the "army
anid navy, had it not been for the con-
ciuding paragraphs of ‘the @ocument
wihich announced the Tatest tpmme of
diplomatic nmegotiations.

IN - THE SENATE.

Mhe semialbe comimfittee on forelign me-
lations immediately wenit inito sesision
but relached mnwo definlite comniclusion.
From ithe fact fthat +the republican

| memibers held a consultation afiter the

meeting aldjourned an'd from whait was
gaid megarding ‘it, 'the inference was
drawn ‘that some strong measure was
necessary fin order to carry ‘any action
by ‘the commiittee through ithe senaite.

anid a declaration that ithe people of
Cuba shiould be free, coupled with au-
thorizaitiion o the president -to Dring
ithis about by armed in'terventidén, was
suggestdd. Tt s well-known ‘that any
proposition advanced will be mete¢ dn
ithe senate with an amendment declar-
ing the limidepenidence = of the present
govermment, and ito so frame a resola-
ition as to carry a majority of ithe sen-
ate and at the same time meet the
recommendations of 'the president, s
itthe result which the foreign relations
committee ds itrying to secure.

The cdonservaltive sbnators also miet
in the afternoon and determiined to op-
pose any radical measure, if it should
be reporited by thie seniaite ommmmtee
om foreign relations.

HOUSE COMMITTEE.

The itemper of the house could not

-be alccurately determimed, but 'there, as

in ithe sena'te, the proposition for Cu-
btan indepenidence hias to be met. Any
report from ‘the committee on fordign
affalirs that does miot carry with #t this
flea'ture will be amtagonized by lm
amendmenit and the prospedts are ithat
mearly ajl the 'democrats and many re-

been directed afil day ‘toward action
which will secure the solid supporit of
itthe republican organization and repub--
Ftican majority of ‘fhe house. To 'this
end ‘the republican mem'bers of ' the
house c¢ommiittee, to whom 'the message
was referredd, were in confrence duntng
the lday and night.

_Outside of 'the capitol the same in-
tenise | interest 'was everywhere mamnf-
fested in 'the presidenit™s mssage.

. [Even ait the White house there mwas

| @ Mall in the excitement whicdh has cen-

tered there for the last fortmighit. The
president saw several of his cabinet
advisors early fin ithe daryfblitjhem
was no cabinet meeting. The message
Jeft the Wihite house shogily before
moon i order 10 Teaich congress
pamlﬂtﬂ'ym its awembhge This
‘Gone, thie presidenit joimed his family
at lunch with eviident satisfaction it
'having ithe tremendous strafin and bur-
den ‘of recenit dayls, in a measure, re-
mioveld, "There 'was an aspect of holi-

day galety surrounding the White

odasmm*by'memmmmmﬂier-
ing of thousands of c<hildrem in  ithe
grounids in ‘the rear of the executive
music for the

(Continued! on Fourth’ Page.) _
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youngsters. _
The Spanish mwinister, Senor Polo,

3

a carefully prepared and amx:mruslyp

A, declaraition of war was ltalked of |’

" publicams would favor it. Efforts hawve [

house, as Easter Monday was observ- |

thedlsland. j

mnﬂined alt 'the ﬂeg’almorx durinig e
daw‘ isending mand receiving many Qis-
hies and conférring with his advis—
‘He cabled ihe: entire president's
age to Madrid, except the histos§-
cal ;'eteremcee to General Grant's mes-
saftn Texas, etc.  The minister salid he

< f. declime 'to miake ithe slightesit pu—
hc usion to ithe president's message

as i=ny remiark from him would be im-

wistent with 'his position. It =
k , however, "thait Senor Polo is
keeddy sensitive to ithe -language ol

*Ehe' essage.
upo; hlis services-here is not known, for
ord has yet come as to the effect

oif 3¢ message upon the authonities &k
Malkwid. Up to tonight Senor Polo sl
¢*yed no instructions ‘to withidramr,
'nor% there any ‘intimation of such

ﬁnst}mctmns
AL ‘the other embassies and legatiomns
the message aroused 'the greatest in-

tereddt, but it cannot be maid that Gt .

wasTreceived with satisfaction. Tn ot
er I!i‘;gh diplomatic quarters some gqueas-
vﬁi-ouy:wa:s expressed as ito the portion of
thhe presii‘demt’a miessage in which he

{ Spetgkis, in the mame of civ. ilization, of

’bh o uty o, ping the war in Cuba
e imiti on was made that the
g-r% powers of Europe, so far as they
nted divilization, did not sup-
13 view expressed by ithe presi-
ki'en_‘a There hals been no further com-—
If: *e between the ambassadors amd
mid ersot ‘the powers, nor is there
anyapresent indication of ‘fut*hher ac—
tio iﬂnom ithait quanrter.
| E.J tn;ew diplomiaitic® phiases of e
ques: : developed today .at the stake
' ' t. Secretary Shermian aaiid
he would mot be surprised if the Mad-
m#ﬂﬂb repont proved true that (Mim-—
tisdt,e; { Wioodford was about to leawve
. CGAlt *th;e same time the stalbe
d»e%vtmlmt wais without aldvices ithak
stepfactually had been taken. Geneval
Leé Jis en route here and ‘it is expected .
thigi his arrival will be the signal for-
a.r?'abfle demonstration.
war and navy departments coms-
their-active preparations today.
evemmmﬂ'itie\s ars being prepared
the sentiment in aymy and navy
is ‘that war is nQt so imminemt
seemed to be & few days ago. Ti
oa.n‘ﬁme stated on @uthority that no con-
Sidergtion has yet been given to the

:for

Key West, as the administraitiom
g that the situation has undergome
fange which makes this w*whdrarw
al Wsaw ‘or ‘advisable, .

@BAN CONSULAR REPORTS..

consular correspondence with re-
‘to the situation in Cuba Whiph

‘nz;:enarmtimtnd tort}aly wWas prepared im
0 resolutions of inquire
*ed by the house and sena.teq'n'r:e
ets deal largely with the distress
andSsufferings which exist in all the
distigcts, ‘but General Lee reports quite
fulk s :upon ithe decrees of the govern—
with regard to autonomy amnd
L political ‘phases of the situation,
In [ reparing the correspondence fox

wons of the important communica—
ti®ds, and especially those marked com-
I, are committed. Genera®

p-etnod*rrom ‘November 17th, 189
.A%ﬂ 1st, 1898. ‘ B -

Lee enclosed a statement from twe
gmuemen whom he knew as men of
wj,ty. telling of the condition of re-
cotlnentradosr in “the ditches” on the
of Havana, A'mong 468
-wdnyen and children whom they found
2, forty or fifty were dying daily,
i relatively, it is stated, ten days
fe for each person.
. 'one crowd,” says he report, “=
woman was lying surrounded by
her fldren who contemplated them i
' » Without a lament or shedding
‘a 1,&:1', they themselves being real
spertres of hunger emaciated in a hor-
ribj 2, manner.” ‘Again it is said: “If

, ahe was impolitely condemved
to the moet albominalble of traffics. Be-
tw% Avugust and . November all bar

had died.”
December 1, 1897 General Lee tele-

at Ijaatanzas of “‘an extensive and dam—
gerivus Conspiracy” there under the ex—
goy-g-lrwr of the province dirécted
agaf&sﬂ Americans. ‘““Action againsg

r"g'," saws General Lee” tobe contim-
% upon movement of the United
Stays government in fa.»or of “inde-
pemnlenee of Cuba.”

report saying: “Istill thing thag

twor warships, at least, should pe at
Keg West prepared to move here =zt
%t notice and that more of them

id pe sent to Dry Tortugas and a

i gtation established there.
14th General Lee enclosed =
?irum Consul Barker of Saguasa_

equests him to transmit the fal-

(G-ei:en:l Lee):
“Pear Sir:—I willthankyw:tooom—
munilcate to the department as quickly
RS Sible the fact that the nmtm,
nander and other officers of the

fomin its raw state to procure fuek
wit]s syhich to cogk the food.”

ﬁmm‘ie& at Ma.t'a:nmaent'ln
onftitnue'dmmmmr'f’ase) 43

DIVERGENT VIEWS:OF MEMBERS.

‘Whhat its effect wiill be -

awall of the United States fleed -

| nen.---Committees of the Twes
‘Houses Trying to Draft Resoluﬁons-;ﬁvmeh Will Please all Par-
tles.--Consular ‘Reports, l"ortraj-zé13 g Horrors of the Cuban
War, Lmd Before Congrﬁha-(}ovemor General
9 " Blanco’s Order Suspen%ng Hostilities

trg Yemission to congress considerabie .

Leen oon'reerponde-noe rMuns over the -

date of March 27th, Genera¥

a.ny young girl came in, any way miee -

397 iof 1, 700 people who entered the .

gralyhed t.hepa.rtment'tmm the consaE

o days Jater Generaﬂ Lee sent =

tet ter, which is addressed to Tuimm -

;
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