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“XEONMAS HOOD, POET AND HUMOR-
IST.

8
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Tomorrow i{s the one hundredth an-
mmiversary of Thomas Hood, an English
#=enius not half as well known in our
-gountry at this time as he deserves to
“Te, for he wrote some verse that should
mever be forgotten. Fifty years ago
-zall fairly cultivated American men and
women read Tom Hood’s fun, and some
«f his cholcest poetry. It is not the
wogue now to read the productions of
€he sweet, true poets of a lower rank
€han the second of the first half of the
present century. Even so great a poet
as Byron has been ruled out of the
- company of the great, and is forced to
the third rank, if not lower, by some
of the aspiring and more pretentious
- eritics.’

Mhomas Hood 'was born on 2%th May
T8, in the city of London. His par-
" smts were respectable and with rather
- scant means, his father being & book-
- seller and publisher. He contributed
o several local magazines ip his youth,
and his productions were distinguished

. For sparkling wit and rollicking humor,
and flushed throughout with puns in-
nomerable and sudden furns of
4bhought and expression, the most
whimsical, odd and laughter provok-
®we. But his real, his true mission was
oot that of a droll ~ writer to amuse,
Buat of a poet of a delicate, graceful
and even sad turn. 'When he employed
Bis highest poetic owers he gave to
the world some of Its sweetest, most
swinsome poetry, sometimes tragic in
“#ome, and -almost always tinged with
oelancholy. We axean his  highest
styaing. He knew Thomf to wnite fun
#fn verse as well as prose, reaching
thereby the :‘Bprings of laughter,” as
wwell as to touch the heart with poems
wof beauty gently suffused -with sadness
thus reaching “fhe sources of tears.”
B0 long as there are English readers
-wwho love the verse that moves the soul
. "By Its pathos, its beauty, Iits tragic
power, its depth of feeling, the best of
poor Hood, whose life was almost a
diving death in its struggle against
sickness and poverty, will be fondly
. cherished. Among the writers of the
~mnore broadly comic kind, he must hold
-@a front seat. He also wrote tales of
mmerit, “generally ‘turning upon some
eniute, grotesque incident,” but full of
originality, as well as of hilarity, that
.ought to be still read by those who
relish the droll, the comic, the laughter
- gnoving. An old British critic not much
. sought now, but good, Professor Shaw,
who wrote with considerable elegance
and no little acuteness of judgment
awd purity of taste, said, more than
a half century ago, thatHood's “puns
and mildest frigking of humor not only
«excité a momentary laugh, but fre-
squently contain an inner and esoteric
sense, often wonderfully beautiful and
grofound.” He says that he “possessed
m sort of intuitive semse of truth and
l:eauty.;’ and “his heart was warm and
#his sympathy boundless.” In fact,
rom Hood was a glorious fellow if he
was poor and diseased and often the
-smaddest of the sad. He had a very rare
§f not a very great genius. He had
smost remarkable imagination, wonder-
$ul richmess of fancy, inexhaustible
#anvention, and a singular ‘“power over
words  and combinations’ which
- greatly interested his readers in the
past, and brought him fame if not
mnany English pounds. He had some-
~ghing of Rabelals, something of Charles
Eamb, something of Praed, whom he
-smore resembled than any others but
<with a stronger bow, and gsomething
- -saf the finer poets of his time, but unlike
=1, and no mere imitator, but rich and
~mesourceful in his own mental posses-
~ssions, and by his unique and excellent
£ifts was enabled to enrich the litera-

. gure of his age and country and to-

' @eave a legacy affluent and beautiful
- mnd of positive interest, written in a
- style of delightful simplicity and purity
-=mnd felicity.
Me who are not familiar with
"EHood and wha reaflly . posses poetic
“Easte and true sympathy, would be sur-
prised at reading Hood's poetical re-
“znains that possess an exquisite charm,
and it ought to be, it appears to us, an
-sndying fragrance. The little volume

~would prove a revelation of poetie fas- i

«ination, so varied in form, so mellow
= pathos. so virile at times in thought
<snd expression. Take that marvellous
‘peem, to begin with, so replete with
«dramatic energy and conception, “The '
Wiream of Bugene ‘Abram” and you will
Tmve it abide with you as time passes.
“¥mdeed in all of his seﬂousThpoer;a—
“*ZLycus the Centaur,” “The wOo
$swans'" ‘“The Bim Tree” “The

Siacnted House,” and 'we may inolude-

-dsose songs that aroused his nation, &0
“ of movement and pity andsym-

Me tone of poetry m" We think

‘that his heart-otlrrlm, high poetic con-

{ ceptions should always possess a; pecul-

iar charm for the lovers of poetry. In
“Lycus he Centaur’” and ‘““T'wo Liv-
ans” there is an “airy and famtastic
imagery” {(Professor Shaw) that will
be sure to arrest the attention of any
endowed with responsiveness. “The
Bridge of Sighs” and “The Song of the
Shirt” became extremely popular and
like one or mere of Charles Dickens’s
immortal :}ovels. did much to relieve
suffering humanity. They moved upon
the hearts of the good and benevolent.
Hood’s ‘“Miss Kilmansegg” is some-
thing satirical, keen and biting and is
vet, as Saintsbury distinguishes it, “ter
rific grotesque.”” The fun is ugroari-
- ous and the underlying moral teaching
is apparent. ,

Hood was eminently a song writer.
Read “Fair Ines,” one of the positive
gems Iin all modern literatures. It is

exquisite—in its purity, in its simplic-
ity, in its beauty. Read also “Twin of

Roses” and “Last Stanzas,” all so
overflowing with true sentiment and
with the ring of purest gold in mins-
trelsy. We must mot overlook ‘The
Plea of the Midsummer - Fairies,” nor
his really splendid “Ode to Melan-
choly,” of his higher and graver poe-_
try. We sincerely believe that “The
Plea” is @ positive addition to pure
poetry, and “a gem of purest ray se-
rene.” It is indeed a crownlng work
of Inspiration. Read it, for it is un-
common, and it is poetry.

We have said that Hood did. much
good to his fellow-men with his unusu-
al mental endowments arousing into
activity the latent sympathies of the
people, Professor Shaw says “he must
be considered as the originator of a
very peculiar and powerful species of
song, equally admirable for the force
and simplicity of their diction, the har-
mony and movelty of their metnical con-
struction, and above all for the fervid
and vigorous spirit of humanity which
they breathe.”

Poor all his life Hood made & ;most
maniy struggle against inhemnited- dis-
ease and protracted poverty. In char-
acter he was most manlyl and most
lovable. Sir Roberit Peel, one of Eng-
land’s greatest nineteenth century
Premiers, put him on the icivil pension
list with $600, @ year, but it came very
late in life. He died of consumption,

He lies buried in Kensel Geieen cem-
etery near Lionidon, and a suitable mon-
umen't marks his grave. On it is writ-
ten ‘“‘He sang the Song of the Shirt.”
He workled for humanity, almost to the
very end of his life, fllustraltinig:

e “How sublime a ithing it fis
To suffer and 'be strong.” CE

He died on the 3rd of May, 1845, Since
writing this article we find his birth-
day was not as we thought and gave
at the beginning, ‘but his birthday
was on the 23rd of May, 1799, according
to an -‘American writer iwho visited his
grave, and we suppose saw ‘the age
as given on the monument. Consult-
ing two other”authorities we find 1798
givien, which may be right, and still
a third gives ‘the date as we first
witote it. If ithis burried and brief
study of Thomas Hood ghall serve to
attract. to his various writings those
avho love the amusing in prose and
verse, as well as the more solid in po-
etic composition, we shall not thave
written in vain. We have Tbeer; a fre-
quent reader of Hood's prose and
verse for more tham half a century.
We can read him now with unlessened
delight. ‘Good poetry has a very last-
ing quality.

RELIGIOUS EDITORIALS FOR
SUNDAY

“Be mot carried about with divers
and strange doctrines.”—Acts xx:32.

‘And daid #t in thine owa, which closed
on it :
Wisth fitm and loving grasp; while, low
and sweeit:
O, passing sweet—I ’henard ithy gracious
" arords.
“My own dear child—yea, mine for
evermonre.” %
. L ] - L L ® ]
I wakened. O'er ithe pillor at
lemigith ,
My arm 'was siretched;
closgély shut;
And with returning consciousness, I
said—
“"Twas but a dream, Lord: make it more
tham tihat.
: Hold t'houmryfhami an:dk-evepit fast
in thine,
That none may pluck me from thy
mighty hand.”

‘the hand lay

Christian science principles so-called
by favor—are discussed in ithe morth in
newspapers and by the ministers of tthe
Gosapel of Christ. The true Christian
Science ds in the Bible. The only
Charistian Science s that which was set
forth in the Gospel and Epistles of the
New Testament, and not by Mrs. Eddy,
of Boston, where so many ‘isms’ have
found an abiding place ithrough three
centuries. :All these latter-day crazes
and fads are simply anii-“Christ—a poor
substitute for thie pure article, for the

genuine religious science of God's book.
Rev. Dr. Easton contends thait this re-
cent “‘Christian Scfence™ is not of God,
but s a “‘quasi religl-onq fad,"- ca-!at pa~
i rades itself ‘“‘as a substitute for Cthris-

tiantty, adopting its name, yet inimical
| tq its interests and of the devil born.”

He insists that the Eddy exposition is
itlogical and her theories and &oiotﬁm
really break dowm morality. Aecord-

ing to him this ‘Sciemnce,” g0-called, is
a denial of the reign of the physical
laws governing the human body, and as
& consequence, ther is o such thing
la.s pain or disease, but that these are
.j Mere

halluciogtions of the mind, a

A pkhey g .)-,-.r_n w8, N e

mm-.mm«

false thinking, unexuwleotm-
tal hallucination pure and simple, and
ﬂtmwﬁbemm Let a Christian

wmmmmmmm;'

stalwart sufferer as jaw and head throb
to the point of separation and bursting
and ithen look out for a knock down
instanter. Mhen if the gquack ocom-
Plains of this rough treatment let the
tooth-jumping victim merely reply—
Oh, it is not real, it is a phantasm of
the brain, it is wrong thinking, you
are not hurt of suffering or down—Iit is
all a mere hallucination. You see there
is no pain or suffering or sickneas or
death according to this cloudy, abys-
mal, shadowy, unsubstantial dreaming
and ‘“right thinking.” Dr. Paton says:

“Its teachings on the subject of pray-
er were revolting to the devout mind.
Grant the claim of ithe Christian Sofen-
tists that God is a principle and not a

person, and it were as well 4o pray to
the Washington Monument or to the

{ law of gravitation, orto one’s own self.

To apply tests to the doctrine of
Christian science mwould be to prove
conclusively its fallacies.  If right and
wrong convictions be mere delusions:;
if the remorse of the murdefer be only
a dark passing shadow; if the guilt of
the 'world for which Christ ghed his
blood be a myth; if the seducer and the
violater of chastity be merely guilty, of
having touched a phantom; if crime,
barbarism, heathenism, vice, and pov-
erty are va;ll iMusions, - ;t‘hem the founda-
tion of morals is swept away and al
rational religion rendered imipossibile.

Then the doors of every jail and pen-

itentiary should be opened and set the :

inearcerated icriminails free.”

-

The great fundamenital ~doctrine of
salvatiow throlgh IChrist, as it applies
to work in - the sinner, is ithe New
Birth—the a/bsolute necessity of being
born again., born into the kingdom of
righteousness—born of the Holy Spirit,
born from above. It is a'i:ﬁply ‘basic in
all Christian life amd character. 'There
can be mo true religious life—a life lived
with Christ in God, ‘without. ‘this
start, the laying of this sure and firm
foundafion. Man is a sinner agains t God
and his nature is depraved. It is as
natural for 'him ito sin ag far s:barks--to
fly upward. There must of siecessity
be a deep radical change wrought be-
fore man a sinper can jbe made a true
Christian Toving, serving and honoring
God. Mere outward ceremonies are
not “‘worth a shuck” in working the
needed ‘transformation. Poor, old, lost,
wicked human mn@ature is very badily
oult of repair, out of hammony with
purity and '‘God, to be made shapely
and excellent by man’s thinking, and
the necessarily superficial ministrations
of ceremonies. ‘A profounder work of
grace, a more marvellous change than
mere man can causel must be done to
purify and exalt the soul, and- fit: it
for \God. The New Testament is filled
with this great doctrine. Tt permeates,
ramifies the' biessed Word, of God.

{ “Jesus answered and said wunto him,

Verily, verily, I say unto ithee, Ex-
cept a mamn be born again, he canmot
see 'the kingdom of IGod.” John ii, 3.
“‘But the natural man receiveth not the
thinlgs of 'the Spirit for they are foolish-
ness unto him neither can he know
them, because they are spiritually dis-
cerned.” 1 Cor., ii, 14. - *"Therefore if
any man e 'in Christ, he is a new
creature.” II Cor., V 17. A ‘“‘new oCrea-
tion’ is a more a.ocumte literal mean-
ing of the Greek. He is so changed by
the birth of the ’H'Ol_y Spirit as to he
really a “new creation”’—he has been
“born again.” Study ithese three scrip-
tures closely and you will make no mis-
take as to the absolute necessity of a
change of heart wrought in you by the
Divine Spirit. You will then, and only
then, “have put.on the mew mamn, which
is renewed in knowledge after the im-
age of Him that created him.” There
is the process set forth—born anew,
regenerateld,made a new creation, ‘‘have
put cn the flew man’ being so through,
radical a process as 'to ‘“renew"” you
“in knowledge after the image of Him”
wiho at the first created him a sentient,
living 'being. This done for you and
in you, “ye then be risen with Christ,”
an@ you must hencefortl diligently
“seek those things which are above.”
We have a clipping ‘before us that is
practical and illustrative of the neces-
sity of entire renovation, restoration,
repairing of dilapidated, leaky, unreli-

"alble human nature. We do not know

who it is by but found it in the Rich-
mond (Va.) Central Presbyterian as a
clipping. Her: it is in the essential
part:

. “Yonider is a cracked bell. Hom agaln
to restore it? By one of two methods.
The first is 0 Tepair the bell, to en-
compass it 'with hoops, t0 surround it
with bahds. Nevertheless you can
easily discern the crack of the bell in
the crack of the sound. The only ef-
fectual 'way is to remelt the bell, recast
it, and make it all new, then &t will
ring clear, round, SsSonorous as ever.
And human nature is a bell suspended
high up in the steeple of the creation
to ring forth the praises of the Admigh-
ty 'Creater. 'But ‘m ithe faill in Eden ‘the
bell cracked. How again to restore it?
By one of two ways. One is to sur-
round it with outward laws and regu-
lations, as with steel hoops. This is
the method adopted by philosophy as
embodied in practical statesmanship,
and without doubt ithere is a marked
improvement i mithe sound. Neverthe-
less the crack in the métal shows itself
in ‘the crack of the tone. The best way
is to remelt it and this is God's myethod
in the gospel. He remelts our being,
refashions us. makes us new creatures
in Chpisd Uesus, zealous unto good

works and by and by we will sound

forth His praises in a nobler, sweeter
styain than ever we did before™

——

*Oma Minute ‘Cough Cure is the best !
preparation I have ever sold or use® |

and I can't say too mwuch in its praisas"
L. M. Kennon, ‘Merchant, OdeH‘ Ga.
For sale by R. R. Bellamy. S

larly h-ig‘ i He has served aince ‘1889
with distin ability. Of J’ilds'es
Bryan aanlA&IM we recently wrote
admiringly® and it is unneccessary to re

peat here, TOf the three gentiemen nom-
imated we Qmow but Mttie. "I"bey are

seen stated, du:r&ng the

), he has travelled the cir-

cuits. Of [Messrs. MciNeill and Shaw
(3 definite information, and

we cannot pfherefore write intelligently
of them. Ju we may not dow'bit as ‘to
their higd - character and ! their
legal attaiments. Democratic judicihi
conventio mrely make nﬁsta;mes in
selecting c{;,ndxda.tes for the judiclary,
and ‘we ?na'y weill mc‘lude that
these gefitlemen ‘'meet ftﬁe re-
quirements® amnd . are every  way
worthy: % demiocratic _support.
Certes ngl  demectat  will never
think of g ibstituting for them elther
polpulists gr° radicals.. The Raleigh
News and @bserver says of ‘the whple

ticket: ¢4 only mominees to be nam-
ed by 't‘hTEte convention today have
been pract8ally already mominated by
ithe drstmc‘ convention. ~ Thein i!ugh
character, Shelr learning ‘and their fit-
ness is thiat ‘they ought to be
out opposition.” T¢  -‘this

T responds with a ‘hieamity

", Charlotte News thus re-

fers to twé& of the nominees: ““While
Messrs. MgNeifl and Shaw have not
had previofls expeérience on the bench,
they are wigely known as men of gpot-
Ry and high legal attain-
Democratic party’' has
gz-a;tiﬁed at its can'divda:tes

anlcovery of the Dny. 3
Aug. J. Mogel, the leading druggist.
of Shrevepiwrt, La., says: “Dr. K?ggs
New Disc ‘ery is the only thing that
cures my efugh, and 1t is the best sell-
er I have.}i J. ¥. Campbell, merchant
of Saﬁord.gh" iz., writes: “Dr. King's
New Discaogery is all that dis claimed
for it; it ngver fails, and is a sure cure
for Consu tion, Coughs and Colds. I
cannot sa -enough for its merits.” Dr.
King’s N’e‘?y Discovery for Consimp-
tion, Cougits and Colds is not an ex-
periment : has been tried for a quar-
ter of a. century, and today stmnds at
the head. ét never disappoints, Free
2

trial bottlgs at R. R. Bellamy’s drug
store. BFE 2 o7y

HARDM MEANT.

We havgia very kind feeling for
Judge McK¥fer. We have admired his
fine qualit@s as 'a jurist on the circuit

knew of his bodily affec-
tion tha.t gxeither reached his good
heart nor aessened his clear intellect.
He was orming faithfully and la-
boriously ghe duties of his high  of-
fice, and understood desired to be
continued ;an office. Our heartsg went
out in sympathy to this noble gentle--
man and %:t faithful public sgrvant,
and as all n in a free country have
rights of Hpinion and preference. we
naturally vored the competent and
upright idge we knew personally,

-and, whllepanot interfermg by. one line

of advoca.q;:f before the convention _met
which wejicould have done with pro-
priety, s.na without offence -to. any, as
is often dcﬁe b¥ & free press, we mere-
1y wrote: iy kindly appreciation of the
retiring honorable, and a.dmira.ble
Judge aftm the event.

We remt to hear that aome per-
sonal frieﬁha of the gentleman nomin-
ated for tﬁ judgeship, are offended at
what was ;qaid No sort of slight was in-
tended or Hut upon Mr. McNeill, but it
was plain)é stated that The Messenger
abided byWthe will of the convention,
and of co would advocate Mr. Mc-
Neill's ca.r.g;iida.cy with all of the other
judges se,2cted by democratie con-
ventions: #We never heard -a word
against - gentleman, and it was far
from ourZintention to cast any, the
slightest &ﬁection upon his nomina-
tion. Wegld not write of hlm because
we were njt informed, and were really
trying tozsay gracious and proper
things of (A most esteemed cit;ﬂen and
jurist, wtq,;ise term of oﬂice would soon
expire. 4
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'r im The Store. |
plan is to keep advertis-
time. If the proprietor of
nnot give his advértising
should have he had better
duty of one of his.assist-

derstood that this work: is to
¢ carefully and as régmlarly
r duty.-—Ad. Sense! .

be done
as any -of

steases.

e best tonic, blood p

99 inr %mﬁ:

~ 2 doz.

branch -of the

Gives relief at once. | Y ~
1 and
topen mnnﬁw

60011 PBOPRTY

Flour,

Sugar,

" Rice,

Coffee,

Snuff,

Tobacco, :
Cakes and Crackers,

‘Canned Geoods.

OFFER ALSO LOT OF EELH}TRICE:.

d. 6. STEVENSON % TAYLOR.
_muy ¥ ' :
p [ ' :
ik - STRAIGHT
AIIII g !
ALL DISPOSED OF AND WE HAVE
AT RATLROAD
Clear, =
CAKES AND CRACKERS JUST AR-
RIVED BN T
204 and 206N, Water St.
may 4
WE ADMIT A CHANGE IN
DER, AS THE PROSPECTS
ARE NOT:- SO BRIGHT AS
HELP YOU OUT'EF YOU WILL
SEND US YOUR-.@RDERS FOR
REMEMBER, OUR MOTTO IS
TO PLEA_SE OUR €USTOMERS.

B’I:w?éixu to DEALBRS oniy.

Patent

D. McEaéhern
A CHANGE.

Goceries - at - Waolestles

McNAIR & PEARSALL

,r_‘f ;

“ ¥

isfaction and better resulits than ‘any -
other.

It is made from pure filtered water ‘by
the mtlm of processes, armd will

favor, for its‘absolute purity and free-
ness from sediment is garanteed.

Family and wholesale trade
wh regular deliveries at mta«l
- ces:

CAROLINA ICE 60

BeliPhone 368. Interstate 183.

JUST RECEIVHEHD, A
FINE ROE HERRING. COME AND
EXAMINE,

ALSO RECEIVED TODAY A NEW"'
LOT OF THE

KBT, CALL. AWD EXAMINE OUR:
GOODS. WE: KBEP ONLY
FINEST!

. .

Both. Phones No. 14,

may §

A Simple Truth

‘We might explode a lot of strong lan-'
guage in this ad, an& perhaps, attract
more. attention; like a small boy with a
firecracker. We chooss, however, to %ell
the simple truth in our own pla.in way,
because we seek your confidence, as well
as your attention.

We have priced the following items to
close them out quickiy and gain the good
will of every one in town.

The prices are not for a day, nor a
week, but until theé geods are sold. That.
may be sooner of later.

50 pieces Nb. 4 BIK. Silk Velvet Ribbon,
Satin back, worth $1.25 apiece, 10 yards to
piece, selling now at 70c. A

50 pieces Wo. 9 Blk Silk Velvet Ribbon,
Satin back, worth $22% a piece, 10 yards
to piece; selling now at $1.49
Ladies” embroidered Handker-
chiefs,” warth from 1 to 20c each, choice
now 5 and 10c each.

15 doz: Ladies” Linen Hemstitched initial
Handkserchiefs, very flne quality, now
selling at He each.

T'aylor's

r 20 doe:

Gent's white hemst!tchet! aﬂ‘
colored bordered! Handkerchioefs, sold ev-
erywhere at 10e, we sell them at ¢ uo.h.

Our entire stock:-of Gent’ s, es’ and
(%g:l;‘ens Neckwear selling mow A‘r

m;ntinmrretﬂsm!ﬁﬂouﬂﬂ' B
of car ice, which will give you more sat— .

longer than any natural  lece, howwu"
For iced beverages 1t enjoy® particular

NEW LOT OF

e Jo L Bl G

15 AND 17 S, FRONT STREET:

mnod' S

Norin- Grofig Roe Herrng.

GELEBRATED T0DD HAMs'-',;-g;?

BEST EVER: BEEN ON THE mn-'-

A new lot of: Lisawns, Organdies, Dimls .

ties and® Percales just received and sells

ing them at eXceedingly low prices,
Takblecloths, Napkins,
Sheetings. All must be sold.
Ready-made Weappers, in  Percals,
Lawn and Calieo, worth as high as m
Your: choice for 8o each.

Shirt Waists, Ladies, made in the lat-

est style, laundred: and nicely made, de~

tachable collars; selling now at 60c.
Ladies’ Gause: Vests from 5¢c up. -
Liadles’ Musilne Underwear, C

Drawers, Gowns, SRirts and Corset Oovq‘ R
ers, at prices less than material can bt_ -

bought at.
Belts and Fans.

ceived.

A new lot just re-

The above prives speak {or themulm
. Give-us-a. mn..

118 MARKET STREET

Towels M_

L3 =

f"‘r"

White Kid snippefg‘;i

GZALL, SIZES FOR=:

lSIE'II.IE ‘S'Iﬂ SCHOGL AND cﬂltiﬂm

14.:'! of the

of Asheville College far Young Wi
g-nw “delightful aiimate,

q,,.}c



