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BUT OE LIFE
OUR WEALTH

BEING WASTED
KITCHIN SAYS

FIYiE BILUON

THOS. THOMAS
IS PARDONEE)

Governor Bickett pardons Thomas Thomas, ;y
a criminal sent up for the slight term of two ;

years. Thomas robbed a bank deliberately; ' ;:

falsified the books and did his job with method ; ; U

and " knowledge of what he was doing. Un- - ' ;

like the half-witt- ed nigger who transgresses ; --

the law, Thomas was a "
high-cla- ss citizen,

t
v

trusted in a bank, and when he committed his i ,
:- V t

crime he thought, doubtless, he could get .

away with it. If not, why falsify the books? --4 ifv
. The claim was set up that Thomas --wasn't 'H'--
the beneficiary of the money he was short.
He claims his father, who is now dead, made .

drafts on the bank, and he paid them because "

4;.
he loved his' father. It was this touching ap- - t

peal that got the sympathy sob started. It
might have been but what's the use? V-

The man who goes to the North Carolina ;

penitentiary seems only to need a pull of some'
kind. If he can make it sympathy 'he gener- - , ;

ally gets by with it. Once upon a timea .

Governor of North Carolina let loose a friend ':.
who. happened to have money and said the ; ; ;

school fund needed the dollars worse than' the v

penitentiary needed the man; . Governor Bick- - ; . ;

ett is a lawyer and starts off well in the par-do- n

line. . Up to date he has kept up the aver-- J
age, we guess. ' '. C"-;-

The truth is Thomas should have been sent . , i..

to prison. He cashed checks when he knew
there was not enough money to protect theni: 4
It was proven that he falsified his account.', ;

Two years were not too many. If he was such
a hero as to remain steadfast as the friend of ; f

father and cash his worthless checks he
should have been hero enough to pay the bill -

not in money, but in imprisonment. The . V

law doesn't presume that a man can be short . ;

in his accounts, falsify his books and then '
when detected make restitution. The law th
reads and presumes that if a man finds him--' : '

self in this condition he must be punished. .

The mry found him guilty. The judge gave v
him a light sentence, it should have been .

carried out.; .. '.. V---
- "T
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ISOUxvWAR

Because jcu do i;ot hear the cannon's roar;
because oa do no c the dead and wounded;
lrcaeie vcu haven't yet tufTered any hard- -

ahipS do not think that we are in a war whch
U a Puruh and Judy layout. Wc are in a war
which rr.av lat a vear or two year or three
year; a war that may brirK Ivardhip on this
country CTeater than it ever knew. While the
enemy i acron the tea he i there and he
may b ictoriou. America must help the
French and Knc!iih not becau they are
French ar.4 Hr.Jjh. but baui they are our
Manner now in the enterrrit to whip Ger
man. We are iut at much interested at any
Nat-o- n inroKed in the war. It it no longer
the-wa- r ef the Frrnch and the Ruiian and
the Kr.jcUih it i a war in which America is
interested a much at any other nation, ana
we mutt make rood. We mut go and fight.
and fghi to a fini$h. The man who says we
hae no buine to help the other fellows out
of a ho!e iraka irr.ofantlr. Ther are no
more in a ho!e than we are. If Germany sue- -

cred with her submarine warfare in starving
Kr-Harv-

! it will not be lonr until she land
hrr cJd et on the? shores. It is the death
?ruj:s:'e wish Germany she is relentless, and

we mut heir wuh our resources to suodue
hrr. It is our war as much at any other na
tion war. and our dulv 1 at the iron! no
matter where the front mar be. Get this idea
in:o ytrur head and you will understand what
1 oc n cn.

o
Paying The Freight.

The war revenue bill will surret to many
jtrp!e that we are really In the war. In our
mm line it W rropoed to iocreac the postage
to two cents a round in the firt xonc and on
ur to nix cent in the siath xone. This means,
fcr tnjlance, if it have one sus sender in
Cahforr.ia it will cent ix cents rach day to
Mnd the Mwr a I ih pou rate, cr two cents

tie. That is'why the aore"rate for nwrpa- -

pct i bad butne.s, The ateragr county
traper ha ubribers in mot all the state in
the union one pthap in each state, in some
a doxrn. because the man who ha moved to
a d??an! state wants hi county paper to fol-

low him. Under the proposed law it would
maVe hi newspaper col him at least twice
what it col now. if he Jised in one of the
d;tant xr.e. That is why the fiat rate

hv-4-! J ciJtain. It will caux great expend to
irate the parxrs at the publication o.Tjcc

ar,4 g them in the right xone for weighing.
,no?nrr pri?poton ts to rax au newspaper

airttinc 6c per ctr.t. That it to ay, if a

r.tw;r codrcti a ttouund coiiax a men in
on i: adtettuirir it mol pajr hltr couaxf to

r,;e am. Thi "mil be & hardahp on nun
cre,t pvaiit.-ir-r wr.Q are now dui niiting 1

erne liat tr.ere must oe ratca a couple
rf b;on do'Jar and the pecp!e must pay the
freight. It i noticed also that the tariff is
bring doubted and from thit source $iaojcrv
irn rH be gathered. It i too late to cry over

nsIV bat had tich a lariff tir CkStaint!
we wcr-!- 4 be to the gtd a billion dollars

l.. f . ,J m f ir I t J a

"4 the cpc.sumrf would never have fell it.
ll: too late now.

An I when all thit tax. everything almot
being h;l, i leieJ: when the citixen com-

mence to par, he will wonder why we went
into the war. But we are in and each man of

mul da hi part. The reaon the newspa-
per are o hard hit i hecauc many Con-gtrme- n

in;st that had the newspaper kept
tJ we wtnsld never have gistten into the war.

Rat they should have remembered that many
u in listed that we keep out of war, and

o-- !y came into camp a patriot after the
rt!ama:kn was i trued. Then why, we

wor.drr. houM an innocent bystander get it
the neck in thit wise? r

o--
Rajan, Of High Point,

That man "Hilly" Rgn. of Hijh Point, is
wionder. A radical, a lawyer, but withal a I

gm4 citixen. ar.d when he goes after the la
o!rr they come in response to hi cal1. He

elected Major of lligh Pint by a ma a

prity of abo-.i-t three hundred and fifty, de-

feating C F. Tom!mon.
J.fr. Kagan i a progressive citixen and will

make High Toint an excellent mayor. He i

progreime and well liked by hit people. The
Hccicfd cngTatu!aic htm on another political

lory.
o

City Parks and Playgrounds.
The qve:kn now is. will the new board at- -

af
tcmri to give u any new park or play- -

rdi? All these things coU money, and
chance are that during the war bonds
be hard to put through. Howeter, the
t Tew;rg; real estate 1 advancing, and

sooner we bsy some ground for the park of
r'aygrounds the bettrr off we will be.
park and playground are bound to come
day so why not make the start in cam- -

ri ght now? no

Ccninty taxes rvct paid within a few days
be adtertiicd, and this will give some pco-- r

a chance to sec their names in the paper.

Mr. Kitchin, House leader, says that it will
cost at least five billion dollars to run the war
the first year over a billion more than the
first estimate. And to get this five billion a
tariff tax had to be added, and Mr. Kitchia
said he would shut his eves and vote for a

av

tariff. The slight increase in the tariff, which
has hjthcrto been suicidal, increases the gov
ernment 5 111 tome sum c ming hkc iwu nuuuicu
and forty billion a year, and this out of other
people's pockets, not our own. And this
tariff tax will not be felt by the ultimate con
sumer, because he is already bound and
gagged and made dance attendance upon the
middleman who juggles prices and demands
all that is in sight.

The taxes for the next, few years will be
high. The people who have the automobiles
and the things called luxunes will finally be
forced to take a new inventory. Women will
be driving street cars and joy riders will, walk
if things get to where they have arrived in
France and England. Then the bread supply
will be cut down. America will simply come
down from high speed to low speed: and it
is time, it seems, that we all were called in our
extravagance and recklessness. It will be a
bitter lesson, but perhaps one deserved, or
else it' would not be given.

Viewed from any standpoint, looked at from
any angle, the thoughtful man,, although a
disbeliever, must per force, conclude that this
: - -- J At !.- -. rt!i vjtuu nimipujr 5 war taai men are iouow-in- g

some divine plan, and following it for the
most part cheerfully, and no one knows where
it is going to lead us.

o
Iu A Nutshell.

In concluding an article concerning the de-
mands of railways for. an increased rate on
freight, the Norfolk Virginian-Pilp- t "says it all
in this! . . .

snoufd dc grainier a mi gra ntea promptly.
So much is demanded by Simple iUSt.Ce tO
the transportation agencies. Nothing less
will begin to meet the requirements of the
situation from the standpoint of the public
welfare and the national safety.
That is the whole story. The railroads have

been subjected to all kinds of slander, and now
they arc in hard lines. Right at this time,
when they should be equipped to the last de-
gree of efficiency, they find their revenues will
not justify needed expenditures. 'Railways
will sell but few bonds while the government
is in the market selling to all the people, and
ready money is needed. The eight-hou- r law
cost the railroads "millions of dollars, and
Uncle Sam should sec to it at once that they
have a fair return. The railway baiter is" not
doing much talking these days, but in the old
days he sowed so many seed that the effect is
yet seen.

. o
The Age limit.

The committee has finally agreed that the
age limit on the conscription plan will be be-
tween twenty-on- e and thirty, and this a com-
promise on the House and Senate bills. The
man who is thirty-on- e is just as able to fight
as the man who is thirty; but there must be a
dead line and perhaps thirty will be the limit,
at least along at first. If the war continues,
if it strings out like it has in the east, .if wc
arc to be in for two or three years, then per-
haps the maximum age will be increased to
thirty-fiv- e and maybe forty, and it will be
justified. Conscription, they say, will com-
mence about September first. It looks like it
would take several months to get proper train-
ing, and if we send our armies to Europe they
certainly cannot go until next year. In the
meantime wc will all be helping by paying
taxes and doing what other chores come our
way, and all of us will be hoping that peace
will be declared before our soldiers are sent
to the trenches. But being in, we must take
what comes and ask no questions, and hold
our peace-a- s to our views on what is right
and what is wrong. j

o
A Safe Journey.

General J. S. Carr has before this ianded in
San Francisco, and wc take it from his letter
to this paper, printed yesterday, he has had a
fine trip in the Orient. The General is a close
observer, and .his letters to this paper have
been read with interest by many people.
When he lands in Durham we'll have a final
interview with him, and it will make a good
story.

o
Goldsboro Adopts Manager Plan. 1

Goldsboro is one of the live cities which
has shaken off the aldermanic plan of gov-
ernment and adopted the managerial plan.
This plan is becoming popular all over the
country. Many states in the middle west
have made laws providing for it and cities of
consequence will adopt it. It reduces politics
to the minimum.'

. . o
The boys who w:ere expecting to go to Ogle-

thorpe this week will now unpack their suit
cases and wait indefinitely for orders." This

a sad surprise to them. . .

We have tried to cxplab vs-ha-t extravagance
meant. We took the Tound that so long as
things were made, n6 matter what things, if
money circulated, there was co extravagance,
for instance, in buying1 an automobile. We ar-

gued that the automobile man was busy; the
mechanics were givea employment; the sales-
men made their Iiving.-an- d thus the money
wa circulated, and it dnin't make any differ-
ence o long at it vas circulated. It appears,
however, that those who have thought deeper
on the subject object to ibis mode of reasoning.

In the current number of Commerce and
Finance Mr. Theodore Iricc says in his lead-
ing editorial the following, which is quite
lengthy, but which is worth the time of every
person to read. It follow: .

"The spirit of economy that has become
noticeable since the President issued his proc-
lamation to the American people is evoking
more or les protest from the purveyors of

'unnecessary things, f.
ihoc who have access to the newspapers

arc warning the people against the danger of
'hysterical saving,' and many self-interest- ed

sermoss are being preached on the peril of not
spending ' . " -money. , :

"The automobile companies arc buying ad-

vertising space by the page and using it to
demonstrate that the Purchase of a new car is
a patriotic act. The National Mil'incry Asso-
ciation is warning the women against a small-
er expenditure for headgear, and announces
that 7ale. economy would be a national calam-
ity and the economic ruin of all classes in the
trade beginning with the wholesalers, Jobbers
and retailers and working down through to all
circle to the smallest employe.

I he Retail Dry GKi4 Association is urg-
ing the ladies to econotrJxe in food, but not in
finery, and the Philadeh Via North American
appeals to its readers to 'Weep prosperity go-
ing by checking the .'tendency to curtail the
purchase of anything brrc: d the actual neces
saries of exigence. . Wc, could, quote many
ritbr fdruuaCaicxhaxarrJhcrr; J
teem to tc a widespread tear that diminished
extravagance will lead to diminished pros-
perity.

his sound plausible, but it is untrue. It
i on a par with the theory that a man is bene-
fited by taking a drink which stimulates, him
temporarily but ultimately weakens his power
cf resistance.

lt is a hoary fallacy that dies hard.
Kconornists hae been trying to kill it for

years. Hartley Withers, who is the present
financial adviser to the English Government,
dealt it a severe blow in his book upon "Pov
erty and Waste. He sars:
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The President has said that 'this is the time
for America to correct her unpardonable fault

wastefulness and extravagance. Let every
man and every woman assume the duty of
careful, provident use and expenditures as a
public duty, as a dictate of patriotism which

one can now expect ever to be excused or
forgiven for ignoring. . .

The above is another viewpoint and one
that appeals to us, and. we. feel that it is worth
reading and then g. , - . - is

law loses strength. People commence to be
lieve that it is wrong. Governor Bickett
found himself overwhelmed with petitions and
pleaders for Thomas. They were there by the.
hundreds, it is said. The Governor , being a
human being naturally listened. He couldn't
help it. What we need in. this state is a
Board of Pardons, thus relieving: one individ- - "

ual of the grave responsibility. One time ;

Governor Aycock, who had a heart in him as
big as an ox, told us that he was often, forced
to pass sleepless nights. Men and women,
children, good citizens would come to him and
plead with tears in their eyes for the pardon
of some criminal, and he had to listen. Often,
he said, he heeded because he couldn't help'
it. Perhaps he didn t make many mistakes,
but the responsibility is too great for one man. :

Thomas should have been made to serve his
term, but the chances are that with the com-muni- ty

pull he had no individual, unless he
was heartless, could have refused to grant the. :S

plea made. So there you are.
--o -

; Judge S. Glenn Brown had the satisfaction ;

of knowing that he wasn't the only one who
was submarined. And being a soldier he
knows the fortunes of war.

o
The Initiation Came High.

The Supreme Lodge of the Loyal Order of
Moose must pay $18,000 for. the death of Don- -
aid A; Kenney, of Birmingham, Ala., who died
immediately after receivings an electric shock r
from the ."branding board." The highest
court has passed on the case and the eighteen ?

thousand must be forthcoming. V?
That is all right, perhaps, and again perhaps .

v

i' :n't. A lodge that has such severe initia-- r
1" us should first have the candidate examined, ! ;

ard 11 he shows a weak heart he should be
given the dope to slow music. . There have
been several deaths recorded in this country,
because of initiations in secret orders, and for
that reason most of the orders have cut out a
lot of the barbarity which erstwhile character-- !
ized the- - hot time they grave the Reuben who
was passing over. - '

. .
' o

- if. ;

If t happens that the government uses the
railways to ship supplies

If we cut off several thousand oassene-e- r

trains and loan our locomotives to France,- - as
is suggested

If all private contracts for steel are forfeited
and the government uses all the steel works to
make boats . .

If every living human being among our t

hundred million must go down in his jeans
pocket and bring up fifty dollars to help pay
the first five billion - y .

"T

Where, if all the works are stopped and
everything is turned over to war and war-prosecuti- on,

will we get the second fifty
plunks for the second year of the war this
assuming that each one of us has the first fifty")

. Go any which way and the people are talk y, :..,
ing and talking loudly for a Citv Manager. i

That seems to be the next thing on the slate. ''V'?;
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