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[ehadowed dm

nesin and Malayan

- Polynesia’ have
Yea, it has

and Celebes and Juva have fallen un-
der its wiles: In the Fiji islands,
where there are 120,000 people, 102,
000 have already becomne the dupes of
thig Christian religion, and il things
go on as they are now going on, and
if the infinence .f thisgreat halluei
nation of the ages eannot be stopy
it will swallow the globe. Suppesing,
then, that Christian ty is the delusion
of the eentaries, as- soms have pro-
nounced it. I propese thizs morning to
show you what Lus been accomplish-
ed by thiseiimera, this fallacy, this
hoax. this ewindle of the azes. _
And ip the first place,. I remark
that this delusion of the Christian
religion has made wonderful trans-
formations of human character. 1
will go down the aisle of any church
in Christendom and I will tind on

this delusion oitha Christian religion
they have bean eompletely transform-

DR.TALMAGE'S SERMON.

“I8 THE CARISTIAN RELIGION A
CHEAT?” HIS STBJECT.

A Delusion that Numbers 200,000,000
Souls as dupes, that Has Conquered
the Heathen, that has Reformed the

drankard, thatis Joy on Earth,
Brooklyn, Jan. 30.—At the Taber-
nacle this morni

mersion a number of persous who pre-

ferred that mode, as on the Sunday
rreviens he had baptized b)l‘)sprin k-

rofessor
Browne, the organist, rendered the

ing those whoso desired.

Sonato .n C minor by Rheinberger.
The opeaing hymn, sang by the whole
congregation; was that beginning:

O happy day thatfixed my choice

Ont my Savior and my God.

After reading another list of those
who during the week has united with
the church, Dr. Talmage discnssed
the subject, “Is thé Christian Relig-
ion & Cheat*? His text was: “He
made his arrows bright, he consa ted

wi‘x _igea_ he looked in the liver.”

ed with _gdelasions

isonly a spezimen of a vastnumber ot
deceits practiced upom the human
race. in the latter part of the last
century Johanna -]SOllthO'Otc came
forth pretending to have divine power,
made krophecieﬂ, had chapelsbui t in
her honor and 100,900 disciples came
forth to follow her. About five years
before the birth of Christ Apollonius
wus born, and he cawme forth, and after
five years being speechless, according
to thyzmditinn, hg‘if;afed the sick and
raised the dead, and preached virtue,
and, according to the myth, having
deceased, was brougha to resurrec-
tion:

The Delphie Oracla deceived vast

multitndes of people; the Pythoness,
seated in the temple of Appolo, utter-
ing s erazy jargon from which the

ple guessed or misguessed their
ndividual or national fortunes or

misfortunes. The utterances we e of|sea’

such a natare that you could read
them any way yvou wunted to read
them. A general going forth to bat-
tle, consulted the Delphic Oracle, ard
he wantgd to find ont whether he was
going to be safe in the battle or killed

in the battle, and the answer came
forth from the De phic Oracle so

that, if you put the comma before the
word “never,” it means one thing,

and if you put the commm after the

word “never,” it means another thing
just oppos-te. 'I'he message from the
})e.lphio Oracle to the general wuas:
“Go. forth, retarn, never in battle
shalt thou perish.” It he was killed,
that was according to the Delphic
Oracle; if he came home safely, that
wag according to the Delphic Oracle.
So.th- ancient angnries deceived the

¢. 'T'he priests of those an guries,
by the flight of birds,cr by the iatona-

tion of thuunder; or by the inside ap-|

- e of slain animals, told

mumm« of individuals
or nations, Tho sibyls deceived  the
ﬁ‘oph. The sibyls were sa;gpoaml to
‘be ired women who lived in caves
and who wrole the sibyl line books,

erward par : g_]r Tarquin the
proud. So late as the year 18294
man arose in New York, retending
to e u divine being, acd pga_yin his
art so well that wealthy merchants
mnfe his diseiples and "threw their
fortunes into his discipleship. And
8011 all ages there have been necro-
aneies, incantations, witcherafts,

es, . -arts, enchantments,
g:_vgm W and otglnm ions. The 'omi:m.
‘ne text was only a gpecimen 9‘
that which has been trgnqpx-_mgg
all ages of the world. None of thdse
Th ydeceived, they panperized the
wereas cruel as they were

1 1o hospitals,

al] these delusions combined

~,

the Rev. T. De
Witt Talmage, D. D., baptized by im-

delnsion, And yet all the

" Jt seems acen fill world loves to be
hoodwinks #f thedclusion of the text

ed, and now they are kind and ami-
able, and geaial and loving, and wuse-

ful.  Everybody sces the chanee.
Under the power of this great hallu.
cination they have quit their former
associates, and whergas : they once
found their chiel delight amoag those
who gambled and swore and raced
horses, now they find their cheif joy
among those wb, go to prayer meet-
ings and churches, so complete is the
delusion. You, their own familios
have noticed it—the wifs has noticed
it, the children have noticed it; The
money that went for rum now goes
for books and for clothes and for ed-
rucation.  Heis anew man.  All who
know him say there hus besn a won-
derful change. What is the eanse of
this chaage? This great hallucina-
tion ofthe Christian religion. "There
is as mush diffireace batwoen what
he is now and what he ounce was as
between arose and a netile, as betwezn
adove.and 4 valtare; as betwoen day
an luight. Tremendong deiusion!

KRilmiral Farragih, one 6f Iné host
aldmire'men ofthe’ 'Amarican nuavy,
early beeame avictim of this Chris-
tian- delusion and seated not long be-
‘tore his death, at ILonz Drane b hes
was giving some frie nds an accounto
his early life. He said:

“My father went down in beha f of
the United Status government to put
an end to Aaron Burr's rebellion |
was a cabin boy and wentalong with
him. ~ Ieould swear like an old salt,
Icould gamble in every style of
gambling. I knew all the wickednas
there was at jthat time abroad. On’
day my father elearcd everybody out
of 'the cabin except myself, aud
locked the doors. lle said; 'Darid,
what are you going tw do?” Weil? I;
said, *fatuer, [ am’goinz to follow the
‘Follow the seal and be a poor
miserable, drunken sailor, kicked
and cuffed about the world and die
of a fever in a foreign hospital? ’Ob
no,” I sad, *farther, 1 will not be that
I will tread the qaarter deck and com-
mand, 88 you do.” ‘No, David,’ my
father said; 'no, David, a person that
has your prioeiples and: your bad
habits will never tread the quarter
deelk or command.” My father went
out and shut t he door after him, and
Lsaid then: ‘I will change, I will
never swear again, I will never drink
again, | will never gamble again.
And, gentlemen, by the help of God,
L have kept those three vows to this
time, I soon after that became a
Christian, and that decided my fuate
for time and for etermty.”

Another captive of this great
Christian delusion! T'here goes Saul
of Tarsas horse-back at fall gallop,
Where is he going? To destroy
Christians, Ie wants no better play
spell than to stand and  wateh the
hats and coats'of the murderers who
are inassacring. God’s children. There
goes the same man. This time he is
afoot.  Where is he going now? Going
on the roa i to Ostia to die for Christ,

They tried to whip it out of him,
the tried to scareit outof him, they
thought they would give him enongh

of it by putting him into a window-

less dungeon, and keeping him on

mall diet, and denfing him a cloak

andfjcondemning him as a _criminal

and howling to him tirough thestrest,

e oontiry,

given us are the best things the world

PC@overborn: by this delusion, what

day and was too mean and toc dishon-
est to pay for it ; 'Thomas Paine, the
adored of modern infidelity: Thomas
Paine, wito stole another man’s wife
in"England and brought her to this
land ; Thomis Paine, who wus: 80
squalid and so loathesome . and ' so|
drunken and go 'profligate snd se
. _ beastly in his habits, sometimes pick-|i
but they could not freeze it out of|ed out of the diteh, ' sometimes too
41 him, gnd they could not swaat it out|f
of him, and they eou d not pound it

filthy to be picked out;Thomas Paine
_But thereare those who say that!

. | il 1t | ~—one would. have thopght that he
& of him, so they tried the surgéry could haveé bezn depended on for his

to destroy ' the “Agc of Reason” in

type, and ‘writing afterward, in his
old days “Ofthis Jasus of Nuzareth
Lhave to say that the system of mor-
als’ He left and the religion hie has

has ever geen or is likely to see.
Putriek Henry, the electric champion
of liberty, enslaved by this delnsion,
so that he says;! “The bock worth
all'other books pat together is the
Bible” - Denjamin Rush, the leading]
physiologist and anatomist of his day,

he gay? | “The only true and perfect]
religion is Christianity.” Isaac New-
tow, the leading philsopher-of hs
time-—what did he say? That man
surrendering to this delusion of the
Christian religion erying out; “The
sublimsst philosophy on eaith is tho
philosophy of the Gospel.” David
Brewster, at the pronunciation of
whose nsme every scientist the worl
over bows his head, David Brewster
saying: €0, this religion has been a
great light all my Jduys.” President
Thiers, the great. French statesman,
scknowledging that he prayed when
he said: &I invoke the Lord God in,
whom Tam glad to believe-” David
Livingstons, avie to conquer the
lion, able to conquer the panther, able
to goouer the savaze, yet conquered
by tiis delusion, this hall nesnation
this great swindle of the ages, so when
they find him dead they find him on
his kaexs. Willinam E. (Gladstone,
thestrongait in Englaad to-day, un-
able to resist this chumera, this fulla
¥, this delusions@f Ehs' Clirissisn. xo.
ligion, gaas to t_hé"l_.mu of Gud evary
33h0ash, aa | ofedncalbthe iavikstion
oF the rectoe réa ls the peayis 6o 'bhs

O, ifthae mighty intellects

pghané s is there for
me?

Beside that, 1 have noticzl that
lirsi rate infidels eannot be depended
on for stealfastness in the proelama-
tion of their sentiments. Goethe, a
leadingskaptic, was so wrought apon
by this Christisnity that in a weak
moment he cried ont; “My balief in
the Bible has saved me in m, literary
and moral life.* Roasseau, one of
the most eloquent champions of
infilelity, speading his whole life
warring against Christianity, cries
out: “The majesty of the Seriptures
amazes me.” Altanont the notorious

you and for

thefools who believed in this Bible,| progranime of that ma
nered the Indian Jolin  Milton. ¢ Benjamin Frank.in sical festival a few yea 3

: g 28 ﬂm. ¥ e {surrendared to this  delusion, if yon York and see -what were At
archipela o, and Borneo and Sumatra mng judge-from | the letter that-he|performanats. and. leses thktgr::z |
wrot to Thomas Paine, begging him| grentest of all the sudjects - wase. re-|hospitol sad brin
véis it one|the deathbeds of

ligions subjecta. What wals it Aeathbeds of's
when  three thousand voices|tian people, and T

manuseript and never. let it go intoinight

Egypt.” Yes beetho

he great medical geientist—what die’ |-

¢ 2

wese aceompanied with 4, vast num-|hend this morning, and T walk up
in|and down ho wards of that hospital,

ber of - instruments? . “Israsl -

en' deluded|
| mss in D)

»

until he wrote the hj
major. - Hayden celuded 1e
wrote the ~ “Creation.”” Huandel (ié-

Lsracl ia Bgypt” anl tha © “Messiah,
On tne closingnight 3,000 deluded
people singing of a de usion to eight
honsand dsln led hegeors.

Yes, this chimera »f the gosvel is
not satisfied until it goes on and
builds itself into the most permanent
architectare, so it seems as il the
world is never going to get rid of it.
What are some of the finestbaildings
n the world? St Paul’s St. Péter's,
the churches and cathedrals of all

(Christendom. Yes, thisimpertinence

of the gospel, this vast delusion is not

one yeargives contributes, $6,250;000
to foreign missions, the work of which
is to make dunees and fools on the
other side of the world—people we
have never seen.  Deluded doctors—
220 physicians meeting week by week
in London, in the Union Medical
Prayer eircle, to worship God. De-
lnded lawycra—the late Lord Cairns
the highest legal anthority in Eng-
land, the ex-advisor of the throne,
spending his vacation in preaching
the gospel of Jesus Christ to the poor
pople of Seotland; Frederic T. I're-
linghuysen, oueé the secretr y of state
of the Uuited States, an old fashioned
evangehcal Christian, an elder in the
Refo.med  ehurch; John Bright, a
deluded Quaker; llcnry Wilson, the
vice=president of the United States,
dyingadeludéd Methodistor Congre
gationalist; Earl 6f Kintore, dyinga
deluded Presbyiecian. © T'he canni-
bais in Sonth sea, the bushmen of
Terra del Fuego, the wild men of
Australia, putting down the knivesof
their cruelty,and ¢lothing thewnselves
in decent apparel—all under the
power of thisdelnsion. Judson and
Boto, and Abeel and Cumplgell and
Williams and the 5,000 migssionaries
of the cross, turring their backs on
home and civilization and comfort,
and going ot amid the squaler of
heathenism to relieve it, to save it, to
help it, toiling nutil they dropped in-
to their graves, dying with no eartlily

imnfidel, oae woull think he wuuldl

of the Christiad religion. On,
After talking azain Christianity ]

1ir |

ont:  “Oh, Thor blasphemed bu: |
most indalzent Lord God, hell itsell]
is @ rofuge, if it hide me. from Thy
trowu!” - Voltaire, the most talented
i1zl | ever sean, writing 250
pablications, and the most of themw
snitefal agunst Christians,
himself the most notorious libertine
of the century—one would have
been depended mpon for steadfast-
ness in the advoecacy of infide-ity and
in the war against this - terrible
chrimera, this delusion of the Goospla
But nojin his lask hour he' asks for
Christian. burial, and ask
that they give him  the sazsra-
ment ofthe Lord Jesus Christ.  Why
youa cannot depend upon thes: firat
infldels-—you cannot upon their pow-
to resist this great delusion of Christ-
tanity. Thomnas Puine, the God of
modern skeptics, his birthday cele-
brated in New York and Boston with
great enthusiasm—Thomas Paine the
paragon of Bible haters; Thomas
Paine, abeut whom his brother|
infldel William Carver wrote, in a
letter wh eh 1 have at my houge, Ray-

e Tyionan) malis saifirnns e £ 2 Wyt . g
have beon sale affringt this dtl.l.um: when they mght have lived in this

his days, in his last hours he eried|

comfort about them, and going into
sraves with no appropriate epitaph,

jcountry, and lived for themselves,
{und lived Inxurionsly, and been at last

put into brilliant sepalchre. Whata

Jdelusion.

i Yen, this delnsion of Christian re-

ligion shows itselfin the fact that it
Zoes to those who are in tronble.
Novw, it is bad enough to cheat & man
when he is well and ‘when he'is pros-
perous; but this religion comes to a
man when he is sick, and ‘says: “You
will be well again after a while; you
are going into a land where there are,
no conghs and no pleurisies and no
consumptions and no langiishing
take courage and bear up.” Yea;
this awful chimeraof the gospel conies
to the poor and it saysto chem: “Yon
are on your way to vast estates and to
dividends always declarable.” This
delusion of Christianity comes to the
bereft, and it talks of reunicn before

the throne and of the eessation of allf

sorrow. Andthen to show ‘that thil
delusion ‘will stop at absolately noth-
ing, it goes to the dying be i ynd fills
the' man with anticipations. -Ilow

jmtech better it would be for him to

have him die without any moré hepe

than swine and rats and snakes.

ing that he drank a quart of Ruam a

f the sword, and oue sammer day 'in’] 8

swindle of the Christian religion, and
filling the dying man with aaticipa-
tions of another life, until some in
the last hour have clapped their hands

That is all. Nothing more left of}
h m Ile will never know anything
again. Shovel him under! -

The soul is only 4 superior part of

the body, and when/the body disinte:
grates the soul disintegrates.

nsted of coming with this hoax, this

mm“ﬁ angt this great delu-

and some have shouted, and some|)

-

2d matil he [say?” L rd Jesus, receive my spirit.

luded until lie wrote the oratorios|to say?”’ “The best of all, God is
of “Sephthac’ and ¥Ester” Saul” and |with ns.”

ask you:

Ann’-| have not had early advantages, and
hilates, vacancy, everlasting blank,|if they were asked to give their ex-
obliteration, = Why not present all
these beautifaldoctrines to the dying,

perience, they might rise and give
such testimony as the man gave in a
prayer meeting when he said: :
my way here to-night, I anet a ‘man

who asked me whese 1 was.going. S
said: . I aan going to prayer meeting.
He said: = “I'here ure a good many re-|

-

are delusions;

at many Chais-
~tuke you by the

and T ask a few questions. I ask:
“Dying Stephen, what have you to

“Dying John Wesley, what have you

“Dying Bdward Payson,
what have you to say?” <“Ifloatin a
seaofglory.” “Dying John Brad-
ford, what have you to say?” Ffthere
be any way of going to Heaven on
horseback, or in a flery chariot, it is
this.” “Dying Neader, what have
you tosay®” T am going to sleep
now—good night.” = “Dying" Mrs.
Florence Foster, what have you  to

satisfied until it projects itself, and in [7°° > Will HOE cast me off now; glory

that Hoepital {my

delusion!

-

man and women m the house is that

results cannot be a deiusion. A lie,
a cheat, o swindle, an hallgcination
cannot lannch such a glory of the
centuries.  Your logic uud your ¢om-
mon gense convince you that a bad
canse cannut produce an illustrioas

monster no such angel-can be born.
Thereare many in this house this
morning, in the galleries and on the
inain floor, who begun with thinking

you would give your experience, you
would give 1f. in  scelarly style, und
others giving your experience would
give it in broken style, but the one
experience would be just as good as
the other — Some ol you have read
everything. You are scientifiic and
you are ac?mla’.ry,-und yet if I ghould
“What iz the most sensible
thing vou ever did*? you wounld say:
The most sensible thing I lever did
was to give my heart to God” -

But there may be others here who

“O d

igions,and I think the most of them
to the Christian re-

infidelity, and if atheism, if unnihila-!
tion are a reality, and the Christiun
religion is a delusion, give me the

The strong coneclusion of everyi

result; out of the womb of such a!
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go along with  me,
rel gion, too; ots of
religion now.”
- Well, we will soon understan

all.  Your life and mine will soon
be over.  We will soon come ¢ ._
last bar of the music, to the last act =i
of the tragedy, to the last page of the|

book—yeu, to the last line and to the|
last word, and to you and to me it}
will e.ther be midnoon or mid night.|
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