' aEERERETETYERERE EBRE W TR iR RERTIESE R FEFERFEB

.,

GREENSBORO NORTH STATE: Thursday, October 4, 1

—————— e ————

“(TIGKAMATEA

One of the Bloodiest Battles of
the Civil War.

SEPTEMBER 19 AND 20, 1863,

The Armies of Bragg and Rosecrans
Meet at Last,

The Story Told a Quarter of & Century
Later—After Three Months of Retreat-
ing Bragg Makes a Stand and Fights,
Re-enforced from Lee, at Richmond, and

']“,'Iﬂ!"nno in

Victory—A Fatal Gap in the Unsion
Line—Gen. Thomas, the Rock of Chick-
amasuga—Garfleld’'s Ride.

The battle of Chickamaunga took place
Sept. 19 and 20, 1863, with a preliminary
fight Sept. 13 '_I‘ha heaviest fighting was on
the 20th, and on Sunday,

The engagement of Wilder's mounted in-
fantry at Leet’s tanyard, Sept. 13, was the
premonitory signal of the battle. It occur-

red near Lee & Gordon's mill, while Critten-
den. in obedience to Rosecrans' order, was
concentrating his corps.
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IAF OF CHICKAMAUGA.
s battle takes its name from a
’ 1l river that flows north through
tween Mission Ridgeand Pigeon
nd emptieg into the Tennessee
{ albwve Chattanooga,

. , Sent. 13, were four corps;
1 Jener, Polk, Walker and D. H.
H 1111l had been sent from Rich-
1 Lrhe command of Hardee's corps
Iy 1 ! of Longstreet from Lee’s
AYIY -+ had five corps.

I the ficht of Sent, 20, Confederate arutho-
rities put the Union forece at nearly 46,000, and
the Canfederate at 49,000, Federal figures
say Dragzes had 70,000, Rosecrans 53,000
effec With Bragg were many Confed-
erate soldiers who had been captured at
V bhurg and Port Hudson and been paroled,
bLut had not yet been exchanged.

13 MeCook's corps was still at Alpine,
i 1 veutern edge of Georgia. At midnight
of tin y he received an order to hurry
W specd and support Thomas at
St s Gap, on the east side of Mission |
R When MeCook first reached Alpine,
Limself isolated from the rest of the
1 army, he had sent his wagon train
Lack to the top of Logkout range.

The order
] cived eame directly from Thomas, Its
insiruet;ons were to move two divisions of
his ¢corps to Btevens Gap, and leave the third
to pusrd the wagon train. MecCook took the
road, crossed Lookout range, was
oblizod to recross it,and after a march of great
bhardship and fatigue reached McLemore's
Coveon the night of Sept. 17. With him
were Stanley and the cavalry.
€'rittenden had been ordered also to move
{forward his corps and connect with Thomas
on ChicKkamauga creek. Sept. 14 he moved
his o r'ps, G‘Ii‘t'pt. Wood's divlSiDu. to Mission

AMeCook made all haste to obey.,
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Mig
Thomas' extreme left, under Reynolds, was
vn the west fork of Chickamauga creek.
'Wood’s division of R
Crittenden's corps :
was left alone at
w& Gordon's
pniils on the west’
of Chicka-
Bept. 18
be three corps of
army
Were once more in s
upporting di ﬁ--
tance of one an- g
Dragg was® +
peceiving heavy re-
fmiorcements from
L v at Rich-

AINK

Buauga.

1t rpeae o
vseCrans

; GEN. T. J. WOOD.
. I'bis Rosecrans became aware of
', and his anxiety was greatly in-

L9

nore Bragg prepared to attack the
“on army.  His preparations occupied
rom Sept. 13 to 17. He ordered his generals
O concentrate along the east banks of the
“hickamauga,

Tl 13 concentrated on the west side.

Lhe vital point to both armies was now the
oail from Lafavette to Chattanooga. This
At Rossville, Whichever, therefore, could
ecure this gap at Rossville was sure of Chat-
ancogza. At this time there was at Chatta-
iooga only one brigade of Union troops,
Vagner's, and at Lee & Gordon's mills,

1

‘hickamanga creek, there was for several
‘avs only one division of Union troops,
Vood's. Anattack from Bragg any time
fom Sept. 13to 18, on the Lafayette and
lf:nt?nziamn road, would have secured it to
e Confederates. But Bragg was waiting
:E-r re-enforcements. When, at length, he
¥as ready to attack, Rosecrans had his threo
'ps within supporting distance.
As the Union army lay, Sept. 18, it faced
-tickamauga creek to the eastward. A
‘ream called Crawfish spring flows into the
€St side of the Chickamauga, a short dis-
hce southwest of Lee & Gordon's mill
ound and north of Crawfish spring the
- 100 army was grouped in regular order,
PPt 1S, MeCook on the right, Thomas in the
“oter, and Crittenden on the left, This po-
ition on the 18th must be remembered in or-
T to get the situation of the 10th, the first
tte day, clearly in the mind. Wilder's
‘ounted infantry and Minty's cavalry were
ﬁzjlthlng the Union left to the northward.
liday at interv ' .
Rme to Rmacm:dﬁm‘:mwm
¢ massing more and more strongly upon

is left,

He must save Chattanooga at all risk.

4rt of the Union army must speed north-
guard the road lead-

Ard with all haste to
Bﬁvm‘g\nchm.‘npmmm
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Mississippl, Hle Wins a

The Union army was by |

oad passes through a gap in Mission Ridge |

‘iere the road to Chattanooga touches |

The t¢enter of the Union army
shanged position for the time. Thomas
late in the afternoon and during the, night
of Bept. 18 marched his corps, except Neg-
ley's division,
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| night long. The road from Chickamauga

were placed so as |
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beth ford, across

design was

Bragg's attempt to
cross the Chickamauga and advance towards
| Chattanooga. The roads at which Baird and
| Brannan were posted both led into that Ross-
| wille road which was the key to the situation.
Gen. Gordon Granger’s command was
posted as a reserve at Rossville On the
| evening of Sept. 18 Col. Dan MeCook, of
Granger’s command, made a reconnoissance
eastward to the Chickamauga, and burned
Reed’s bridge across that stream. He re-
ported to Gen. Thomas that one Confederate
| brigade was already across Chickamauga on |
the west side. As McCook had burned the
| bridge nearest them, it would be possible by
| an immediate attack to capture the whole
| brigade. Accordingly, with the early dawn
| of Sept. 19, Gen. Brannan moved forward
| with two brigades and attacked the Confed- |
erate force that McCook had reported.

BATTLE OF SEPT. 19.

This attack of Gen. Thomas at®arly morn- |
| ing, Sept. 19, was the opening of the battle
| of Chickamauga, But it was not the opening |

Bragg had anticipated.

Sepl. 18 Bragg gave his orders to his gen- |

| erals for next day. His troops were to cross |
the Chickamauga at three different pointa, |
| from Reed's bridge on the north, next by |
+ Alexander's bridge south, and third by Ted- |
ford’s ford, still further south. These eross- |
ings were all north :
of Lee & Gordon's
mill, about which,
on the west bank
0of Chickamauga,
the greater portion
of the Union
army was grouped.
| D. H. Hill had the
| extreme left of the
Confederate line as
it faced westward,
and Hood the ex-
| tremeright. Hood's
division was the
, only part of Longstreet’s corps present at
the fight of Sept. 19. The rest had not yet
arrived. The Federal line extended from
Crawfish Spring on the south to Kelly’s
farm on the north, a distance of five miles, |
order contemplated first the eross- I

|
|
'.

GEN. J. B, HOOD.

j Bragg's
ing to the west bank of the Chicka-

mauga in the order named, then a gen-
eral movement from the Confederate righs$
toward Iee & Gordon's mill, on the left, |
and a vigorous attack on the Federal
{ line as the move was executed from right to l
left.

It will be seen that the attack of Gen.
| Thomas on the Confederate right before
| Bragg's army was ready, on the morning of
| Sept. 19, changed this plan of battle.

It was Forrest’s cavalry that Gen. Thomas'
troops met and attacked on the road to Reed’s
bridge early Sept. 19. The attacking Union
force was Brig. Gen. John T. Croxton's E
brigade,

Behind Forrest's cavalry were two brigades I
!

of Confederate infanftry. Croxton drove the
cavalry back upon the infantry. These brig- |
ades, Ector’s and Wilson’s, in turn advanced |
and drove Croxton back upon Baird and |
Brannan, Then the Confederates were |
beaten back like a receding wave again by
Baird and Brannan.

Tnere were, however, many more Confed-
erates than one brigade across on the west
bank of the Chickamauga in the vicinity of
the Reed's bridge road. Gen. Baifl, after
driving back Ector and Wilson, paused
briefly to rearrange his line. At this mo-
ment Liddell’s whole Confederate division,
2,000 strong, struck him.

The Union troops receded again, ‘‘as a
wave beaten back from the shore.” When
the Union wave receded, it left stranded on
the place where it had been Loomis’ battery
and Bush's Indiana battery. These were
quickly taken possession of by the victorious |
columns of Liddell,

! Baird's broken lines were melting away in
confusion. Liddell's Confederates hastened
jubilantly after them, when suddenly the |
pursuers found themselves confronted by a |
long, grim wall of blue and steel. |
|

|  Baird had hanaged to reform his division |
[ on the right. In addition, one of McCook’s
divisions from Crawfish Spring had arrived |

{  Onlyfor this arrival it would have been
| hard for Thomas to save his left on thg fore-
| moon of Sept. 19. Gen. Rosecrans himself,
| apprehensive for Thomas, had ordered Mc-
| Cook to send Johnson to his assistance. The
] distance was five miles, and Johnson arrived
i only just in time.
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LEE & GORDON'S MILL.
Yet again in this day of varying fortunes
" the tables were turned pursuer became
the pursued. Gen. Li 's Confederates
tarned and retreated before the attack of
Johnson's freshly arrived division. The re-
treating columns lost heavily in killed,
‘wounded and captured, and were forced to
leave behind all the Union guns they had cap-
Just after Liddell was drivem from <he
fleld about 11 o'clock a. m. Gen. Bragg or-
dered Cheatham’s division, 7,000 strong, to
g0 to his relief. But Cheatham was too lata,
| As Liddell fled” Gen. Thomas quickly orgar-
fzed a colomn., Two more fresh di-
visions had just arrived to assist Thomas.
g:ﬁtndm, at Gl:fw&h ,M-t:im
responsibility sending Palmer’s divi
sion to Thomas division of
Thomas' own corps reached the grotind about '
the same time with Palmer,
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| tics for the Con-

! the thinned Union

plan,

| lons mill

in the nick of time. I '

Gen. Thomas organizged the three fresh di-
visions at once, Reynolds on the right,
mer fn the center and Johmson on the
division, still in fighting trim, came against
Cheatham on the front The Confederates
fell back in confusion.

But now great clouds of Confederates ap-
peared on the west bank of the
There seemed no end to them. Behind
Cheatham was A P. Stewart's division from
Buckner's corps. It contained 8500 men.
As Thomas pursued Cheatham’'s flying cel-
umns, Stewart attacked.Palmer so vigorously

. that he was forced back,

- Van Cleve's division cgme to the support of
Palmer, who formed Thomas' center in the

| column organized to pursne Cheatham.

Behind the Confederate division of A P,
Stewart were two more, those of Hood and
Bushrod Johnson. They followed up the at-
tack of Btewart strongly, driving back both
Palmer and Van Cleve,

It was now near 8 o'clock in the afternoon.
The roar of battle was growing more and
more terrific. The Unioa troops, listening
anxionsly down at Crawfish Spring, knew by
the veering of the sound gradually to the
westward that Thomas’ men were being
driven. The divisions of Wood, Davis,
Sheridan, and finally Negley, were sent one
after another to the scene of action. Van
Cleve's Union division was hurled back:
next Reynolds’; hext Davis’ was driven.

' Wood came with his division in time te stay
' briefly the victorious Confederate tide, when

he too was about to succumb.

But Gen. Phil Sheridan’s division came on
just in time to save Wood’s division and the
day. Half past 4 brought Negley’s division.
It went into the fight on the hard pressed
center and hurled into the Confederates vol-
leys of shot that they could not withstand.
They retreated, and Negley pursued them
till might.

D. H. Hill, on the extreme Confederate
left, ordered an attack during the day of the
19th at Glass’ mill, not far from Lee & Gor-
don’s mill. Oneé of Breckinridge's brigades

| was crossed over the Chickamauga and made

an attack on Negley's division that had been
left at Crawfish Spring. But Negley's divi-
sion was hurrying to the Federal left to the
aid of the hard pressed forces there.

D. H. Hill believes that at this moment it
would bhave been an admirable piece of tac-

federates to attack

forces left at Lee
& Gordon’s mill
But that was no
part of Bragg's§

Bragg himself
was at Tedford’s
lord, between
Alexander’'s bridge
wmmd lLee & Gor-
At 3 ® .
yeloek he ordered ”; -
D. H. Hill to send GEN. PRESTON SMITH.
Cleburne's division
0 the extreme Confederate right to oppose
Fhomas. Cleburne had six miles to traverse,
wer a road choked with army baggage. It
#as sanset when he gained the place to
which he had been assigned. Here he at-
iacked Brannan's division so vigorously that
l1e captured 3 guns, 2 flags and 300 prisoners,

At the time of Cleburne's attack with the
fresh division from Hill’s corps Gen. Thomas
was in the act of reforming his divisions to
give them a better position for the battle of
the morrow, which he saw to be inevitable.
Baird’s division was placed on the extreme

- left, Johnson next to Baird and Palmer next

to Johnson on the right. To the right of
Palmer was the division of Gen. Joseph J,
Reynolds. (There were two Gen. Reynolds
in the army of the north during the war.
Brig, Gen. John F. was killed at Gettysburg
July 1, 1863, Brig. Gen. Joseph J., of the
Army of the Cumberland, was a division |
commander at the battle of Chickamauga.)

In Gen. Thomas’ new arrangement of his
division Brannan was assigned as a reserve
to the rear and right of Reynolds’ division.
Gen..Cheatham was on the Confederate Cle-
burne's left in the fresh attack on Thomas
late in the afternoon. The fighting on the
left of the attacking column, Cheatham’s
division, was desperate for a time during
this attack. A brave and popular Confeder-
ate officer, Brig. Gen. Preston Smith, was
killed.

At one time during the afternoon a portion
of Bragg’s army actually crossed the Ross- 1
ville rpad and obtained possession of it
Gen. Van Cleve held the center of the Union
force engaged in the fight of the morning
after. At 5 o'clock Van Cleve's ranks were
broken by the terrible Confederate fire, and
fell back pell mell Gen. W. B. Hazen's
brigade lay along the Rossville road.

“Now Van Cleve is in for it,” exclaimed
Hazen. He sprang wupon his borse and
quickly formed his regiments in the
rear of Van Cleve to support his stagger-

S ing lines. But the
weight of a fiying |
division was too
much for one brig-
ade to bhold itself
steady under. Ha-
zen's brigade was
also borne down.
. On came the tri-
£ umphant masses of |
g Confederates, till |
the earth and airi-
seemed dusky with |
them. Omne regi-
ment alone of Ha-
zen's brigade stood |
its ground. That |
was the Forty-first Ohio., Col. Aquila Wiley. |
Ashe saw the flying men from Van Cleve's |
broken ranks pouring in a wave upon him, |
Col. Wiley quickly parted his regiment by [
companies, The fugitives passed through |
the gap and Wiley gquickly closed up his line |

i
|

GEN. HAZEN.

As the Confederates advanced on the run
in pursuit, they were met by a volley from
the Forty-first Ohio that ‘staggered
them and stopped them for a brief
space. Hastily reloading. Wiley was
able to deal them another blow. He
did this by quickly changing front
and firing after the Confederates as they
passed his right. Then loading once more as
quickly, the skillful commander turned his
men again to the front at a double quick, and
dealt a volley anew to the fresh masses of
Confederates. By this means he checked the
Confederates till he could move to the rear
and form a new line.

At this time the Confederates were actually
in possession of the read to Chattanooga.
They were the forces of Hood and Bushrod
Johuson. But while they were hastening on

Hdven dashed down the road and brought
into position some umnoccupied bd:tanu*
there, With these he enfiladed the Confed- |
erates as they bore onward over the ground
which Van Cleve's division had yielded.
Capt. Kimberley writes of the situation a$
this moment, the close of Sept. 19: ““B
had actually crossed the Rossville road 2
cut the Army of the Cumberland in t'w
with nothing in the gap but one regiment
800 men.™ .
ley's division came to the rescue,
Confederated were in turn driven.

:
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| eavalry.

i Polk till after mid-

| from Gen. Polk di-

night and £ close of the day's battle canss
ﬁmmmm“

at Chickamsnga in plenty. Capt J. W,
Miller, now editor of The Cincinnati
Commercial has written a

recently

reminiscerce of Sharidan in that day’s- fight

“lsaw SBhwidan lead one of his brigades
(Laibold®) ander {ire across a cleared fleld
and place it exactly where be wapted it. = He
came galloping back on his famous black
borse (I never saw him on any other) with hat
off, sword flashing, and face glowing with
the magnificent passion of the battlefield
He parsed me, then turped in his stirrups,
and said: “We're driving them, d—m them.’
In two or three minutes he came in view

again with another brigade.

AFTER DARK. .

Both sides spent the night of Sept. 19 pre-
paring for next day's battle Rosecrans,
anxious and weary, assembled his corps com-
manders at his beadquarters at Widow
Glenn’s house, All of his army except two
brigades had been in action that day. An-
other day's fighting was before them that
promised to be still hotter than the one just
passed. ““The battle
the next day must
be for the safety of
the army and the
possession -of Chat-
tanocoga,” said Ro-
secrans. On the Un-
ion side Rosecrans
gave his orders for
Sept. 20. Thomas
~ _was to continue his
> line just as the fall-
- ing darkmness found
y, it,‘forming the left
¢ of the army. Chat-
tanooga was to the
left of Thomas. Me-

1 = Cook’s command
GEN. H. P. VAN CLEVE. 28 to be in line on
theright of Thomas, his own right covering
beadquarters at Widow Glenn's house. Crit-
tenden was ordered to have two divisions in
reserve just back of the junction of McCook
and Thomas, so as to support either in case
of need.

Immediately after dark the order was
giveu for the Union troops to go into posi-
tion. The divisions were formed in line just
as they came, without reference to the corps
tc which they belonged.

Longstreet reached Bragg from the east
at 11 p. m. Hood’s division of his corps had
arrived before and had taken part in the
battle that day. That night Bragg, in mili-
tary pariance, *“‘changed his organization
in face of the enemy,” as commanders
are warned not to do. Bragg divided his
army into two wings, the right under Polk,
the left under Longstreet. To Polk were
assigned the forces of Hill, Walker and
Cheatham, with Forrest’s cavalry. With
Longstreet were to be the commands of
Buckner, Hood and Hindman, and Wheeler's

Longstreet and Polk were with Bragg on
the night of the 19th. He gave to them his
wing commander’s orders to attack the
Union lines at daylight. But D. H. Hill
says that no proper preparation was made for
such an attack. The troops were not
aligned, and he
himself did not
hear that he had
be assigned to

night. Gen. Polk
sent him the word,
and told him &0
come to Alexan-
der’s bridge.

Hill moved his
troops forwar d. &5
At 7:25 a. m. they’s
were eating their?%
breakfast. At thisy
time an order came -~
BISHOP POLK.
recting Hill to begin the attack. A messen-
ger had been sent to Hill in the night withan
order to attack at daylight, but it failed to
reach him.

Hill was forming his line when, at 8
o'clock, Gen. Bragg rode up to him and de-
manded why he had not made the attack at
dawn as commanded. Hill replied that he
bad not heard anything about it Bragg
said angrily: *“I found Polk after sunrise
sitting down reading a newspaper at Alex-
ander’s bridge, two miles from the line of
battle, when he ought to have been fighting.”
This is denied By Polk’s son.

BATTLE OF SEPT. 20.

As the light dawned Sept. 20, the atmos-
phere was murky and full of vapor, like
London ina fog. At daybreak Gen. Rose-
erans in person rode all along his line with
his chief of staff, Gen. James A. Garfield,
and other aides.

Gen. Rosecrans made some changes in his
line, bidding McCook make the right shorter
and more compact. He found the same fault
with McCook’s alignment of the right wing
that he had done at Stone river: the line was
too long and thin. The commander-in-chief
directed Crittenden, on the contrary, to
spread his divisions out more and farther to
the left.

The Union troops were very carefully
posted, so as to cover both the approaches to
Chattanocoga, over the Rossville and the Dry
Valley roads. The two roads came together
at Rossville.

The commander felt sure that the attack
would be made onthe Union left. He there-
fore sent orders to Negley to moveup to Gen.
Thomas. At the same time McCoock was to
close of the gap left by Negley.

Then Rosecrans moved off to the left, where
he believed the battle would begin Re-
turning once more to the right, be found thas
his orders to McCook and Negley had not

$
B

§

|

1

s24
[

:
;

gl,l
HH
seks

?
;

| calmly watched the

*were within range 258

ON THE UNION LEFT.

The heavy battle of the day began about
9:30. and Cleburne made a
tremendous assault on the Union left. Neg-

To the right of Johnson was Gen. John M

Palmer’s division of Crittenden’s corps.
Breckinridge had to his com-
mander, D. H. Hill, the attack on the ex-
= treme Federal left,

GEN. JOHN M. PALMER.

attack were those of Adams and Stovall ||
Beatty was in the rear of Baird’s division. !
It seemed possible that Adams and Stovall
might succeed in flanking the Union left. |
But at the very moment when the Union line |

” Confederate bri- .
gades making the‘

was thrown into confusioa, order was restored {
through the heroic act of a Federal colonel |
He snatched his regimental flag from the |
color bearer, waved it aloft and headed his |
horse directly toward the advancing Con-
federates. Instantly his own men rallied
around him.

Thus was formed a nucleus, where a suc-
cessful stand against the Confederates was
made. Then came re-enforcements from
Negley, and the Confederate tide wasstayed.
The two brigades were beaten back. Adams,
the leader of one, was wounded and captured.

As Adams and Stovall attacked Beatty and
threw him into confusion the Confederate
generals Helm and Cleburme advanced
against Baird's front and attacked heavily.

But in front of Baird began the log breast-
works, They were 3
continued along the
Union line towards
the right, in front
of Johnson, Palmer
and Reynolds. The
Union troops be-
hind their defenses

oncoming Confed-
erates. When the 2229
southern soldiers 358

a terrific fire from 9y
Palmer's division
was suddenly
poured into their
faces. Gen. Helm’s brigade was a:most cut
to pieces. Gen. Helm himself was shot and
fell dead among his men. The officer next in
command withdrew the brigade.

On the left of Palmer's division Johnson's
men continued the fire Palmer had begun.
On the right Gen. Reynolds took it up.
“Load and fire at will” was the order passed
right and left along the Union line,

Under this withering fire the Confederates
wavered, then stopped. Then they fell slowly
back into the shelter of the woods whence
they came. '

The men who fought

GEN. B. H. HELM

in t.he Union army

the 20th of Beptem-
ber suff tortur-
ing thi Bragg's

army had crossed
to the west bank
of the Chicka-

¢ wait for the squads

suseRoD Jomxson. ©f Union men who
were sent for water

and captured them. A writersays: - °

“Details of men were sent for watef and
never returned. There was not a drop of
water on the whole field, and men and offi-
cers resigeed themselves to the torments of
thirst.”

The diagram below shows the rélative po-
sitions of the Union and Confederate armies
on the morning of Bept. 20:

'THOMAS,
CRITTENDEX.
M'COOK. : LONGSTEET.

Thus arranged, the Union army faced east-
ward, the Confederates westward. Off to
the east of both armies Chickamauga creek
flowed on its way northward.

The Union divisions stretched in a long,

line between Thomas and McCook.

p to 11 o'clock all wens well for the Fed-

eral cause. Thomas' divisions had stood

their ground. They had borne the brunt of
battle pd sustained themselves,

POLE.

THE UNION RIGHT.

Seeing in the beginning that he would be
Thomas had sent to-Rosecrans

Sheridan's and Davis’ dive-

only a portion of
: sions. He ordered.

' mauga. -A beantiful monument marks his

1 grave in Spring Grove cemetery, Cincim
| nati

It was impossible for the few brigades witl
McCook to stay the tide of battie, Theyw
were overpowered and captured. .

At the moment when the gap was made
several of Rosecrans’ divisions were
ing position and were in transit to Thommes
on the left. They were taken at. a dissd-
vantage and utterly routeh. Davie' division
was thus beaten,

Sheridan’s division was the last on the
Union right. When the Coanfederates
struck their blow two of Sheridan’s brigades
were in the act of marching to the left to aid
Thomas. They encountered the advancing
enemy and endeavored tocheck them, but i
vain. They were repulsed, and fell Lack on
the Dry Valley road. There they reformed,
and bad a second unsuccessful fight. Them
they retreated westward, and by a cireuitous
route reached Rossville. Thence they ad-
vanced to the aid of Thomas.

To sum up: Davis’ and Sheridan's wholks
divisions bad been driven from the feki
Part of the divisions of Wood, Van Cleve
and Bramnan had baen defeated and throwmn
into confusion. The brigades from these di-
visions that escaped were those that had
gone to join Thomas.

{ The Confederates captured over 2,000 pris-
oners, 40 guns and vast quantities of army
supplies. '

There was now left of the Union army
Thomas, the Rock of Chickamauga. With
him were the divisions of Baird, Johnsom,
Palmer and Reynolds. Wood and Branoams

! had formed anew in a line from east to wost
| Two brigades of Negley’s and one of Vam

Cleve's were with them. Thecorps of NMe-
Cook and Crittenden had been beaten:

What had become of Thomas? wos the
question now in the :
mind of the com-
mander in chief.
Rosecrans was cut
off entirely from
his left by the sea
of men in gray that
surged between.
He did not know
whether Thomans
still held his ground
or whether he, too,
bad not been over-28
whelmed. At this =5

time Gen. James — F = _
A. Garfield, Rose- ““THE ROCK OF CHICKA-
crans’ chief of staff, MAUGA."

made the journey on horseback that has be-
come historic.

GARFIELD'S FAMOUS RIDE.

The brave chief of staff left the coms-
mander in chief at Rossville, and rede

around a distance of many miles, threading

his way through bullets and gathering foes
till he reached the Union left, and found iz

bold his ground against any number of as-
saults. There were with him 25,000
the

troops,
At Ressville Rosecrans had parted froms

Garfield. The aide went to find Thomas, the
commander rode bastily to Chattanooga, to
prepare & refuge for the remnants of his
brolen army, if the defeat was tutal, or te.
forward ammanition and supplies if Thomas
was still intact.




