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Sm*h and Dorsey Woodlief attended
the graduation dance of the nurses of
the Park View Hospital given in the
Masenie ball room at Rocky Mount,
Thurday evening.
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Island with 1ts delightful breath. It
was most welcome as we strolled out
on the dock. 1 noticed that orders
had been carried out. The schooner
was riding at anchor a few hun-
dred feet from the pier.

“Ahoy.” and Tor: waved hig arm
to the Jeck watch. “Send the mate
ashore!” The man understood for
presently we watched as the mate
came over the side, unfastened the
skiff and rowed over.

“We'll have to make arrangements
for guarding this place thoroughly,
twenty-four hours a day,” Tom sald.
interpreting his action to me. The
mate fastened the boat and climbed
up on the dock.

“Can you round up a dozen good
men for guarding this place, Pinga?"’
bhe asked. “Men yon can trust.”

The mate nodded and Tom con-
tinued: “Post them on regular ship's
watch or any way you choose. You
will be in charge and responsible for
preventing any. surprise attack. I
don’t think there’ll be one, but after
what has happened we are not tak-
ing any chances.”

“Better have them eat at the pal-
ace, and they can bunk either with
you on the schooner or at the boat
house.” 1 saia. “If you need blan-
kets or anything else come up and
get them.”

Tom turned to the mate: “Keep a
man in the tower, one on the main
floor ®and one outside—and caution
that man not to stand close to any
corner of the building. Station the
others where ever you see fit”

“How about arms?” 1 asked. “We
only have two automatics. Holmes’
is jammed and will bave to be fixed
before it Is serviceable.”

“Pauo has guns and ammunition,”
the mate said. “I'll get those.”

“We aren't expecting any trouble,”
Tom atated. “But we aren't taking
any chances. Be sure thash.irbn sep
doogs are "down on the boathon
aftér dark. Those bodts are our ‘legs’
arognd here. and we cap)t afford to
havke ‘them crippled.” -

‘““We don't expect any trouble, but
as long as ‘there is any possibility
we will play safe” I declared. “We
understand Livingston is a long way
from here, but he might come back
and if he should happen te we'll be
ready for him!™

*“Livingston s one bad man!"

n said darkly.

HW‘: agreed with that
1y.

u::::.y the schooner in at the pier

and send a couple of boys up to the

palace just before sundown,” Tom

ordered. “Have the big rock’ and the

ropes on

sentiment

dingly.

cian,” I grinned “But as long as
you have ‘sent him in' Tino will
probably get the appointment.”

We were sitting on stones In the
rock garden a little later when we
saw Holmes come out of the house.
He loaked around for a moment and
then dscovering us., came down.

“I'ayo wants to talk to all of us,”
he said quietly.-

“How is shc feeling now?” JIome
asked.

“Much better,” Holmes answered.

We went in and grouped ourselves
comfortably around the living room.

“Sorry to have made a scene,” the
zirl said simply. 1 couldn't help
thinking at the time that she cast
well In the role of a princess. There
was something distinctly regal in her
bearing. It was that grace of sim-
plicity. The thought occurred to me
that of the thousands of pecople 1 had
interviewed during my years on vari-
ous newspapers — the really great
were always the easiest to talk to.
It was the ‘climbers’ who invariably
felt It necessary to try 2 impress
one with their importance.

One sce= a lot of ving around a
metropolitan newspaper., and it
makes us pretty tolerant, in spite of
the protective vencer of light cyn-
jvism. Most of us are too soft un-
derneath.

While 1 soliloquized to myself
mentally. I had been studyving the
girl. Her eyes were red still, but that
smooth composure was perfect again

“Think nothing of it,” Pilly had
answered her largely with a flippant
wave of her hand. “The last few
hours would have kind of upset The
Great Stone Face!”

“Pauo thinks there are some
things we all should know,” Larry
said breaking the way for her.

“1 am going to tell you all 1 know
of the story of that black pearl
which has been =o tragically linked,
for a ceptury, with our £ I - the.
Jéwel known as The Sacre - 8T
Nu—"

“You know it is really nét néces-
sary to tell us anything,” Tom in-
terrupted. “W¢ don't want to pry
into your private affairs—"

Larry looked at Tom: “We are
six now,” he said quietly, meaningly,

“I have seen that from the very
first,” Pauo answered Tom. “I ap-
prectate it. But 1 brought you iInto
this—" she hesitated, turned to me
and continued thoughtfully — “and
yet 1 believe that Providence was
before me. I believe that Higher
Power took you to that book store
in Chicago that afternoon and
brought me four loyal friends, know-
ing that I had need of them. There
are some things that just don't ac-

Faes "

The mate dded underst.
We had been in the islands long
snough to know their customs.

“What about Tino™ 1 asked Tom
as we four strolled leisurely back
toward the palmce. “Think hke has
been in ‘jil' long, enough?”

“wWe'll bring him down and throw
the fear df God Into his heart and
turn him loose,” Tom laughed. “I

jmegine that Jousg pup bas bad

“We'll all go right through with
you,” lone said quietly with a smile.

“We simply refuse to be left out
now.,” Pilly stated emphatically.
“Why, I think this ts simply too
precious for words! Oooco!*

“Any questions that you want to
ask, as 1 go along, I'll be glad to
apswer,” Pauo said.

1 gringe? &t hes: “You have four

“You have never secmed to ‘poke’
into mine particularly,” she laughed.

“ We only ‘poke’ when #t is our
business,” lone Interjected. “Other-
wise, you would be surprised how we
mind our own affairs.”

“But when on business bent—Look
out!™ I warned her lightly. “There
might be another surprisc In store
for you. We ask the most intimate
questions, pry, probe and quiz—why,
we would think nothing of a little
Job of houscbreaking to steal pic-
tures! We would steal your diary,
too, if we had the luck to find it!
If we get grabbed the paper will
have to 'spring’ us.”

"“Go as far as you like,” PPauuo an-
swered in the same vein. “But, re-
member 1 won't expect to pick up
the afternoon editions and read all
about it. It wouldn't be correct, any-
how. Newspapers never get anything
right, do they?”

Tom came in: "Usually too right.
I'eople say- things and when they
| see them in cold print they get
frightened and promptly put the
poor sacribe ‘on the spot’ by deny.
ing everything. That's largcly where
newspapers get their reputation for
unreliability.”

“Don’'t worry, girl,” Larry assured
her. “You are ‘in chapel’ here and
no died-in-the-wool scribe ever vio-
lates a confidence once their word is
given.”

“It occurred to me at the time that
this light persifiage had gone con-
siderable distance toward lightening
the girl’s spirits. Her eyes looked
brighter and ler smile was more
spontaneous. For the moment she
had forgotten that grim figure that
lay in the room yonder.

But we couldn't, for we hau work
to do, and so as we talked I kept
watching the path up ‘rom the pier.
1 had purposely seated myself where
I ha¢ a view that commanded ghe

pr h. L P S ek
W.m‘%‘;ou recall asking me if thére
wasg any connection between my last
name and the name of the author pt
hh'e ship's log? she adked me. °

“Yes™ 1 answered

She studied the soft pattern of the
rug at her feet for a few seconds.
"“Ezra Whitney was my great-grand-
father,” she said. “You all doubtless
saw the entries in the log that place
him as a New Bedford salling cap-
tain. He seems to have been an ad-
venturous sort of person. He brought
a cargo of knives, trinkets, cloth
and things that would appeal to the
people living on these islands of the
South Pacific.”

Pauo's long tapering fingers were
playing nervously with the edge of
her handkerchief as she spread be-
fore us those colorful pictures of her
family history. Strangers a few short
weeks ago, she was now telling us
everything she knew of her family's
connection with that great black
pearl. . g

We had been tested, and fhere was
a subtle compliment in her conf,
dence. .

~ (T0 BE CONTWURY

her summer vacation. She taught n

THE WISE ONES

WILL ADOPT VISION
AS THEIR PLATFORM

The ability to see ahead, to visualize what the future

holds and to prepare to meet emergencies.
fortune tellers nor crystal gazers.

We are not

We do not profess

super human powers. We do know however, that the
wise man who looks ahead fortifies himself with a sav-
ings account. An ally that stands between him and the
unforseen mishaps that cross the paths of every man

sooner or later.

Are you looking ahead? Are you prepared to
meet and protect your future welfare?
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