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CHAPTER 53
“YOU SAY the $1,500,000 was
i0 go to mother only if I weren’t
alive?” Jacqueline asked Charles.
“Yes, of course.” She was thought-
ful for a few moments, and then
went on. “As soon as I saw that
copy of the will I understood every-
thing—the pretty plot to get me to
sign it all away and marry Jim
Asson. I never could understand
why Colonel Lutman was so des-
perately anxious for the marriage
ito come off, but I understood then.
T suppose he was to have a share
in the spoils?”
| *“Yes. And so was I, Jacqueline.”
| She took no notice of that.con-
|fession.
“And that’s why,” she continued,
“when I turned Jim Asson down,
the Colonel so suddenly fell in love

with me. He did, you know,

Charles. He even asked me to
3 »

fmarry him.

“Lutman’s a swine,® said the
lawyer tersely.

“He doesn’t make ’ove very nice-
ly, if that's what you mean.
He ., .” She made a quick ges-
ture. “And then I telephoned to
you, Charles. You asked me to
call at your flat, and 'on my way
somebody put me out—with chloro-
form or something—and when I
woke up I was on a barge on the
;ix\lre'r with some people called Jop-

Charles nodded. -

“You don’t seem a bit surprised,
Charles.” :

“I'm not.”

“I couldn’t at first understand
why Colonel Lutman had done n”
she went on. “Kidnaping is a
pretty risky game, and it struck
me that to make it worth while he
must have something really big in
view. And then I suddenly realized.
I remembered what the will said—
that if I wasn’t alive the mon
was to go to my mother. If I
wasn't alive, Charles—that’s the
point. I thought I saw Lutman’s
game. I wouldn’t marry Jim, and
I wouldn’t marry Lutman, and his
only chance of laying hands on the
money was to get rid of me and
marry mother. I was certain that
was what he had in mind.”

“I was afraid it was.”

“And so it was, Charles. I got
away from the barge—jumped for
it and swam. There was a dread-
ful current and I thought I was
done for; and then Lutman came
along in his boat and I clung on
and tried to get on board. But
when he saw who it was he kicked
my hands off the side and started
up the engine and went off.”
| “Jacqueline! The swine! My
iGod! If I ever get my hands on
Lutman’s throat . ., »
| “Don’t get excited, Charles. The
{police found me floating about and

shed me out. As soon ag they’d
let me go from the hospital I
dashed home. Lutman was there.
He had just asked mother to marry
hixﬂ and she had promised to do
s0.

“You mean that your m
has actually promiseds?," —
| “She would, Charles, Lutman
'had offered to make her an allow-
lance of $5,000 a year of her
own, and mother would Promise
lanything to anybody to get that,
{poor darling! I tried to tell her a
Ifew things about Lutman, but
/wouldn’t listen, and it all ended up
by her ordering me out and for-
bidding me ever to go back. Ang
here I am, That's the whole story
'as I've pieced it together, Charleg,
Is it all correct?”
| “No, Jacqueline. Nearly, but not
quite.”

ey |I knew he was capable of doing it.

she | There's mother, Charles. We must

“For one thing, Lutman didn’t
kidnap you.”
“If you're suggesting that Pwe
imagined it all . . .”
“I'm not. I'm just saying that
when you blame Lutman for the
kidnaping you're wrong; he didn’t
do it. I know-—because I did it
myself.”
“You!” gasped Jacqueline.
“At least I was responsible for
it,” continued the lawyer. “Captain
Allwright actually did the job for
me. He'’s, very obliging about that
sort of thing.’
Jacqueline regarded him fixedly.
“Charles, you’re lying.”
“That's why I told you on the
telephone that I cculda't see you
until 8 o’clock ir the evening, Jac-
queline, I wapnted time to get hoid
of Allwright and fix it up.”
The girl shook her head.
“I don't know why you're deing
it, Charles, but you're lying. I
know you’re lying, and I'll tell you
why I know. Whoever did the kid-
naping offered Joplin 500 pounds if
he’d be kind enough to do me m
and pitch what was left of me
ovleirboard. Joplin told me 80 him-
self.”
“In that case,” smiled Charles,
“Joplin exceeded his duty. I sup-
pose you were proving a bit of a
handful, and he wanted to scare
you into behaving yourself prop-
erly. AN I offered him was five
pounds a week to take care of you.
Listen, Jacqueline. I'm telling you
the truth now. I did kidnap you.
I couldn’t think of any other
means of making sure that Lutman
wouldn’t find you. I knew what
was in his mind. He hadn’t actual-
1y said as much, but he had let me
see that if he couldn’t get you to
marry Jim Asson and couldn't
marry you himself, he meant to
get the mor-y in the only other
way open ic kim—by getting rid
of you and r.arrying your mother.

They’ve never Lzen able to get the
evidence to arrest him, but I hap-
pen to know that the police balieve
he’s guilty of two murders which
have never been sclved, and I diga’t
dare risk it. The only safe way
was to hold you somewhere and
keep you there until things had
sorted themselves out. As a mat-
ter of fact, I went to the barge
this evening and was scared out of
my life when Joplin told me you’d
disappeared. I was afraid Lutman
had somehow managed to get
you.”

“He did his best, Charles. And
when I couldn’t be found, didn’t he
suspect ?”

“I didn’t give him the chance,”
smiled Charles. “I went for him
before he had a chance to go for
me. I accused him of having kid-
naped you, and demanded to know
where you were; I threatened to go
to the police if he didn’t tell me.
He swallowed it all and had no idea
that I knew where you were and
was responsible for putting you

pression that he had hidden you
away somewhere himself so that I
shouldn’t get at you and—tell you
things. Now do you believe me ?”
“All right, Charles; I believe
you. But the next time you think
of boarding me out you might find
someone a bit more attractive than
the Joplins. And now what?

do something. She has promised
to marry Lutman.”

“There’s nothing to be done to-
night, anyway,” said Stuckey. “She
can’t marry Lutman until tomor-
row, and she’s not likely to marry
him at all. Lutmen will see to

“What’s wrong with it2»

there. He tried to give me the im- |

: wedding plans, and Tm afraid your
moether is going to khave a disap-
pointment. But she had better be
disappointed that way than by
marrying & blackguara like Lut-
man.”

The telephone bell rang noisily,
and Charles turned and picked up
the receiver.

“Hullo! Yes, Charles Stuckey
speaking”

He ciapped a hand over the
mouthpiece and glenced z2eross at
Jagqueline.,

“Lutman,” he said, and uncov-
er¢d the mouthpiece. “Yes, I shall
be here all night. AD right, but
not for an hour, Lutman. I'm
working on ® case. Very well—12
o’clock. I shall be finished by then,
Goodby.”

He replaced the receiver.

*He’s coming to see me—at 12
d'alock. That's because of you,
Jacqueline. He has realized that
the game’s up as far as marrying
your mother is concerned, and he’s
coming along with some fresh
scheme.

“In that cale I'd better clear
out.”

*“You can’t,” interrupted Charles.
“You can’t go home, and you’re not
fit to go anywhere. You’ra all in.
The best thing you can do is to
stay here.”

“But if Lutman’s
bere . . "

“There’s a room upstairs,” said
Charles. “There’s a bed of sorts,
I sometimes sleep there when I'm
late at the office. It's a bit rough
and ready, but you can get some
rest, and I shall want you here in
the morning. We shall have to get
hold of your mother and break the
news to her, and you’d better be
here. I'll show you, shall I?” He
led the way up the winding stair-
case and into the room. *“It’s not
much of a place,” he began.
“There’s a thing that looks some-
thing like a bed, Charles,” smiled
the girl, “and in 10 seconds I shall
be asleep. 'Good night, Charles.”
“Listen, Jacqueline,” said
Stuckey, “shall you be nervous if I
go out for a bit? I want to see
Allwright. His boat is berthed
cicse by and I shan’t be gone for
mcre than half an hour. I'll lock
the office door and you'll be per-
fectly safe.”

*“Righto, Charles.” ; >
“I'll give a knock on the door to
let you know when I'm back.” -~

She nodded. “But I probably
shen’t hear you.” . :
Accordingly, Charles, when he
returned from his visit to Captain
Allwright, tiptoed up the stairs and
gave ‘the softest tap on Jacque-
line’s door—a tap so soft that it
could not have wakened even the
lightest sleeper. Yet instantly
came her voice.

“That you, Charles?”

“All O. K., Jacqueline ?”

“Quite, thanks. Open the door,
please, Charies; it isn’t locked.”
Charles opened the door and
stood in the dcorway. °

“Yes, Jacqueline?”

“There’s something I want to
ask you.”

“Well 27 .

There was a pause. Then:
“You did know, Charles, didn’t
you? About Lutman’s pretty little
plot, I mean.” ot
Charles was suddenly very gra!
ful for the darkness.

coming

“Yes, Jacqueline, I knew all
about it.”

“And you were in it, too?”

l‘Yes.ll

“Just how far, Charles?”
“Right up to my neck.”

Again there was a silence before
the girl asked:

that. Your refusing to sink and
turning up again will upqe@ his

.Why?"

(To Be Continued)
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The cleanliness, safety and speed

Do you know the joys of modern electric cookery? Women all over
America are turning to this new way of food preparation. Why?
Simply because modern electric cookery is cooking at its best!
It’s clean . . . no more dark smudges on the walls or blackened
pans! It assures you of cooler kitchens . . . better tasting food . ..

faster cooking. And to these and many other features, Kelvinator’

adds two most important improvements! The Single Unit Oven that
giyes you better baking and better broiling. The “Armored” Surface
Unit that assures you of ex#ra speed and extra long life. Kelvinator
Electric Ranges bring modern electric cookery to perfection!
See the new Kelvinator Electric Ranges today in our showroom!

(Above) The “Armored” Surface Unit®
gives you extra speed, extra long life!

(Below) The Single Unit Oven assures
you of better b




