
CHAPTER 3b

•‘BUT, PICON," I began,

scarcely able to wait until we
were out of earshot of the cot-

tage, ‘‘how did you know that you

would get your information there,

of all places?"
"Men ami, are you really so

short-sighted ? Could you not see
that it is the only house near a

[point from which one would no-

tice that the flag on the tower

was at half-mast?"
"Picon! You’re a genius!” I

exclaimed, and did not grumble at

the long walk home.

“And now,” said Picon, “for a
little I must think, and then, per-
haps, all is complete. Voyons.
Amer Picon will not be so far be-

hind, after all. There is light

now. Oh yes, my friend, plenty

!of light. A little thought, and I

see all. A most ingenious crime.

IA most ingenious crime.”

i “Well, I wish I could see any-

thing at all. If this visit of Fel-
ilowes’ and Enid’s means so much,
| what was Fellowes doing with
that other pair this morning?
Perhaps it was a murder by a sort
of committee, Picon?” I sug-
gested, conscious that my guesses
were getting wilder and wilder,
as the evidence grew more con-
fused. “Perhaps they were all in

it?”
. M. Picon smiled. “No. I do
not think they were all in it,” he
said.

“Then ... but hang it all, Picon,
!l don’t believe you’ve solved it
after all. You may have discov-
ered who had the best motives, but
what none of you seem to think
about is that room. It was bolted,
II tell you, and I never moved
'from the door while Williams
searched it. How are you going
to explain tfcat ? You may have
proved that Fellowes was lying
when he said he never took Enid
that afternoon, but how will that
help you? You’ve got to explain
a miracle.”

i “No, mon ami. The miracle
Would be if Madame Thurston
lived, not that she is dead. This
scheme was irresistible, and it
seemed undiscoverable. But it
was worked out without remem-
bering Amer Picon—the great
Amer Picon. For your police—-
pah! It would never have been
discovered. But tonight you shall
see. I will tell you all you want
to know. Everything shall be
made plain to you. I promise.”

“If you do that you’re a won-
der. Do you know sometimes
lately I have almost begun to
agree with Williams, that there
was something sinister, something
occult?” *

"Sinister, yes. But there was
no magic here,” said M. Picon, as
we reached the outskirts of our
own village.

M. Picon left me in the village,
where he was staying, and I hur-
ried on towards the house alone.
It was dqsk now and in the au-
tumn breeze, which had risen with
the evening, the trees cracked and
swayed. I was thinking how
pleasant it would be to warm my
hands over a fire and drink some
hot tea, when I noticed something
in the road before me which at
first seemed too shapeless for a
human being, as though a sack of
coals had become animated and
was moving forward between the
hedges. ® As I came nearer I
recognized Mgr. Smith.

I had noticed that people who
had not the advantage of a long
acquaintance with him, often ex-
pressed a wholly superfluous pity
for the little man who had the
trick of appearing vague and in-
effectual. So I was determined
not to sympathize with him over

the fact that both Lord Simon and
M. Picon had got ahead of him,
lest I should find myself looking
foolish wr hen he revealed that he
had solved the problem long ago.

Besides, Dr. Tate, the local
G. P., was with him, and ad-
dressed me at once. “Ihave been
telling our friend here,” he said,
“of a rather curious legend con-
nected with this village. I
thought it might be rather in his
line.”

I could see that Mgr. Smith
was smiling at that, but he made
no reply and Dr. Tate continued.
“The archaeologists call it the
story of the Angel of Death,” he
said, “but I don’t know how that
name was first used. It seems
that the story itself had been
handed down from medieval times,
when the house that is now called
Tipton Farm House was the only
habitation of any size about here,
and must have been something
like a small castle. It was in
ruins for centuries, and rebuilt in
Georgian times. If you go there
any time you can see that some of
the walls are three feet thick.
What those walls could tell!”

“Why?” asked Mgr. Smith inno-
cently. “Does their thickness
mean that they are the kind of
walls which have ears?”

Dr. Tate continued. “I forget
the name of the family,” he ad-
mitted, “but they were, of course,
Catholics, and had all the faith of
people of your religion in bogeys,
and what not.”

“Bogeys?” asked Mgr. Smith.
“Well, you know the sort of

thing.”
“I’mafraid I don’t,” said Mgr.

Smith.
“Well, hang it, do you believe

in devils?” challenged Dr. Tate.
“Do you believe in germs?” re-

torted Mgr. Smith.
Dr. Tate decided to leave this

treacherous ground. “At all
events, the members of this fam-
ily were superstitious. And the
head of it, Sir Giles something or
other, was the most superstitious
of all. For years before he finally
died, he claimed to have visions
of the death that awaited him.
It was no ordinary deaths .

. .”
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I could see that Mgr. Smith was smiling.

“What is an ordinary death?”
asked Mgr. Smith.

“Well—death from some illness
. .

. death in bed.”
“I see. An ordinary death is

one in which the deceased was at-
tended by a doctor, perhaps?”

“Yes. No. I mean .
. . well,

whatever an ordinary death may
be, the death visualized for him-
self by Sir Giles was very far
from ordinary. He said he could
see him coming—the Angel of
Death himself. He came through
the air on great black wings. Ho
was clad in black from head to
foot, and he held a sword in his
hand.”

“What was the sword for?”*
asked Mgr. Smith.

“To strike with.”
“I see. I thought its use might

be to perform an operation.”
“Sir Giles saw this a number

of times —always the same. The
Angel of Death came winging
through the air from a great dis-
tance, and came to avenge him-
self on the unfortunate Sir Giles.”

“To avenge himself ? What
had Sir Giles done to him, then?”
asked Mgr. Smith.

“He was a very loose-living old
fellow. And these visions were a
good deal a source of repentance.
He seemed to think that the Angel
of Death would strike him for his
sins. Mind you, I’m only telling
you the local story.”

“Iknow. I hope it has a happy
ending.”

“At last, it seemed, the Angel
of Death struck. The old man
had been behaving outrageously,
even according to the standards
of those days. And he seemed to
expect that he would suffer for it.
He said that he had seen the
black wings beating their way
nearer several times. And at last
one evening he went up into a
tower of his castle alone, and did
not reappear for some hours. The
household grew anxious, and pres-
ently one of his sons went up to
look for him. He found the old
man lying in his own blood on the
floor of the topmost room, not
quite dead, but on the point of
expiry.”

*To Be Continued!
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WILLPLACE 5,830
JAP BEETLE TRAPS

100 To Be Placed in Hen-
derson Under Present

Plans of Inspectbr

Dally Dispatch Bntenn,
In the Sir Walter Hhtel.

Raleigh, Feb. 24.—Plans are now
being made to place 5,830 traps for
Japanese beetles—.enemies of 200
plants—in 23 cities and towns in
North Carolina this summer, C. K.
Brannon, chief entomologist of the
State Department of Agriculture, said
today.

At the game time, the entomologist
announced that Charlotte has been
placed under the beetle quarantine,
which means that no plant shipments

can be made from the city without a
special permit issued by the State De-
partment of Agriculture. Other cities
now under quarantine include: Win-
ston-Salem, Greensboro, East Spencer,
Salisbury, and Spencer.

Brannon said traps would be placed
as follows: 100 in Washington, 15 in
Asheville, 200 in Concord, 200 in New
Bern, 200 in Fayetteville, 200 in
Thomasville, 200 in Lexington, 800 in
Durham, 400 in Rocky Mount, 300 in
Gastonia, 15 in Oxford, 600 in High
Point, 200 in Elizabeth City, 200 ir;

Greenville, 100 in Hamlet, 100 in
Reidsville, 100 in Henderson, 600 in
Raleigh and 200 in Wilson. Traps will
remain in the cities for 30 days.

“Cities now under quarantine will
not be ‘trapped’ this year in view
that the department has already ob-
tained sufficient information in the
respective areas to warrant quaran
tine procedure,’’ Brannon added.

“The traps—green buckets contain-
ing a chemical solution to attract the
beetles —are not being scattered thro-
ughout the state as a, control measure
but are being used to determine the
abundance and spread of the in-
sects,” he explained. “When ten or
more beetles are found in one vicinity
it is highly probable that the section
will be placed under quarantine.”

C. J. Hansel is Japanese beetle in-
spector for the North Carolina De-
partment of Agriculture which is co-
operating with the federal govern-

ment in the control program.

Capital Gossip
BY HENRY AVERILL

Raleigh, Feb. 24.—Next week’s Su-
preme Court calendar will be one of
the shortest in recent history of the
court, with only 11 appeals regularly

dus for oral argument and a twelfth
cause specially set for hearing.

Os the dozen cases, ten are from
the eighteenth district, one from the
third and the specially set action from
the eleventh.

The fact that oqly one case comes
up from the third speaks volumes for
the ability of Judge J. Paul Frizzelle.
who presided over courts of that dis-
trict during the 1937 Fall term.

The specially set case is the appeal
of William Mosley, Forsyth Negro un-
der sentence of death for killing an-
other Negro whom he accused of be-
ing intimate with his wife. This case
came up for argument during the Fall
term, but was sent back for a finding
of fact as to the sentence, when some
question of the jury’s verdict arose
during argument.

In the case of State vs. John C.
Livingston, Jr., set for argument next
week, it will be decided whether a
superior court judge can accept a plea
of guilty from a prisoner who is at

the time of trial an inmate of the in-

sane asylum.
Defendant’s brief recites that Liv-

ingston was brought from the Mor-
ganton hospital for the insane to
stand trial on a charge of breaking
and entering; and that Judge Felix
Alley accepted a plea of guilty from
him and passed sentence of from
seven to ten years in prison.

His counsel contend that the judge
could not accept a guilty plea from
an insane person, but was bound to
enter a not guilty plea and give de-
fendant a jury trial as to his sanity:

Msjjor Arthur Fulk, commanding

the State Highway Patrol, points out
that one-third of all accidents which
occurred in the State during January
were within the limits of cities and
incorporated towns—.territory which
is patrolled and policed by local au-
thorities and not by his forces.

One of the State Grange’s principal
planks call for greater interest in and

but in the cpinicn of State Grange
appropriations for research work;
of State Grange Master H. B. Cald-
well all the research in the world is
useless unless followed by an inten-
sive campaign in educating farmers
to the benefit of knowledge obtained.

1930 —Charles Evpns Hughes sworn
in as Chief Justice of the U. S. Su-
preme Court.
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EFIRD’S
DOLLAR DAYS

Friday- —Saturday—Monday
-iith .1 l Slub Broadcloth 1—

Special Values 111 Beautiful quality slub yarn All Clearance Mer«
Sp ting printed broadcloths, oa chandise Grouped

Wear 4 ardg SIOO for Quick Selling,
Silk#—Cotton Goods Real Bargains For
7»°, Bi«r ¦

Dresses at $3.00 Bollar Da ys
Men s Clothing. 37 ladies > silk dresses . All

“ “ ——

i good materials and colors, Laaies Crepe Dresses
New Flannel Jigger Values up to $3 fl() You want to be among theCoats $ 6 - 95 W* best dressed ladies. See our

We have a new shipment of line of new spring dresses
flannel.jigger coats. All the fwiniiiW. «»*• Inavy, black and white, and

BtosTaSo ShadeS ~ $5.95 YardwMe remnants printed *£

New Spring Suits
peryard -’ 5C S.TT. $5.95

and Coats . , n
You must have a new coat or Ladies Dresses Ladies’ Novelty Shoes
suit. So before you buy, visit Spring dresses. Every one a wr Q .

*

c
our coat department. You new style. Beautiful prints, l7*©weSt opring *.iyles
will find all the new styles also the spring colors. We Ladies < fancy nuilti-coloraland colors. Swaggers,fitted have a most com- nr sandals and nove|ty Ueg

_ A

For $9.95 P 'ete ranße °f S '>eS wonderful assortment of col-
ors and styles. Just received

r .... ..
Crepe Dresses j” al > sizes Cl QCSpring Coats Ladies’ rayon crepe prints 0 *

Lovely materials, individual and the beaut iful spring col-
styles, such as Boxy-backs fit- *

ted full length* and toppers. New Spring Styles
Bright colors the more “ 51.95 Ladies’ High
subdued ones— (lO *7C slzes v
Assorted sizes .. 13 1 Grade Shoes

|
~~ Spring Dresses Ladies’ better quality dress

Silks —New Silks Beautiful styles, gorgeous slippers and ties. Brown,
All new spring patterns in patterns, navys, aqua white, black and combination
rayon and acetate prints, green, gold and black. As- colors. High, low or medium
Big value, A Q sorted At? heels. Newest QC
per yard sizes «p3»»/3 spring styles J

- HOSIERY SPECIALS -

Silk Stockings Anklets 10c Better Hose I Full Fashioned

59c Misses’ and children’s Ladies’ three - thread I HoS©, 48c
2 for sl.lO anklets white and vcry s h e er and chiffon Ladies’ pure thread silk

srcs9c
" 10c to

r «r P

u
a
er. p 79c a "

... 48c
2 for sl.lO 6 pair for 50c 2 for $1.50 2 pair 95c

Sheets, Pillow Cases, Wide Bed Sheeting
Full 9-4 seamless unbleached sheet- I£l Morrotock 42x36 1 Q
ing, good quality, per yard pillow cases 1«/ C
Morrotock 81-in. seamless m i -^1
heavy brown sheeting, per yard

. .
C 1 OweiS, lUC

9-4 Blue Bell Seamless on One lot Turkish towels bought 1(|
sheeting the P° Lmd to go—Special IVC

Cannon 9-4 unbleached Cannon Fine Muslin Sheets
sheeting. Per yard Cannon 81x99 « QO

e l dj cl jl fine mus^n sheets */OC
Seamless Bed Sheets Cannon 72x99 fine qa

Morrotock 81x99 heavy weight 7Qn muslin sheets Ot/C
seamless bed sheets • 3C Cannon 42x36 pillow 0 4

2 for $1.50 cases * U\ C

Big Bargain Counter Children’s Shoes Extra Special, Men’s
-Special $lO

in blacky brown and fancy oxfords. Black or brown in Men’s regular $15.00 suits,
leathers. Real leather soles, sizes 8 1-2 to 11 and 11 1-2 Newest weaves and patterns.
Values up to $2.95, <J7/* to 3. Extra Q7#» Single and double
P er P air I G value. Pair 3I C breasted models . .

I"

COTTON YARD GOODS -

Percales, 10c Sheeting, 3 l-2c Solid Color
Yard wide percales, printed A good smooth quality sheet Percales 10cpatterns. Vat fast Ift ing for linings, etc. Lengths Vat fast colors, ’plain shadecolors, per yard IOC up to ten yards, O l-2c percalcs . Lights and darks,

Best Percales peryard °
ifc ia

Our best quality 80 square “ ' value lvv
new print percales. oft Broadcloth, lOe 1
6 yards for v*•W White and solid color broad_ 39-in. Sheeting, 5c

Malta Prints special
B ' g 10c 3p "in

-.
short lengths sm ™ th

Malta vat fast color 1 C 10 yards for SI.OO :
percale prints. Per yd. IOC Per *** OX.

8 yards for SI.OO _

i*
¦— rz —

% , Yards SI.OO 9 Yds* Longcloth $1
Curtain Materials Special for these three days Full yard wide quality 2,000

11 yards regular 10c curtain we will sell genuine Father long cloth. Soft finish, snow
materials AA George Sheeting £| |W% white t o l-2c
lor *pI»UU 13 yards for ....

$ I*llll Peryard

Efird’s Department Store In Henderson
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