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W:nsilirx;rtsln cireles intimate that
Claude R. Wickard, of the Agricul-
tural Adjustment Administration
Y may _becumc the newest member of
President Roosevelt’s cabinet, suc-
ceeding Secretary of Agriculture
H‘-nryl.-\. Wallace, who resigned to
campaign for the Vice Presidency.
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Opening Of Border Belt
Markets To Give Answer
To Question Of Leaf Prices
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Seventh Day
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Bombers Blast Wide 1

Area of Wales in Pre-|
Dawn KRaids; DBritish |
Air Minisiry Ciaims |
“Large Damage” on|
Nazi Fue! Supply. !
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an inl |
this muorning snd swarming woer the |
sutitheast coast at two polnts l!li.-l

| alternoon. |
siany already wore homeless as

the vivts went into their seventh sue- |
cossive dity ol Hiensive mass ;lliiwli,-:l
on harbors, wirports, luctories and
warehousus. |

Even as tunds were being collected
for the rehiel ol the howeless, other |
uwestroyed by delayed |
action bumbs explocing this morning |
i a suuthwestern London suburb |
which the Nazis ruided late yester-
day-

while British pursuit planes lought
new swurms ol invading warplanes, |
the air ministry revealed that Brit- |

bombers raided Germany last |
nt and struck heavily at the Nazi
supply, wreeking “very large
at synthetic fuel |
plant at Leuna, acar Leipzig, where |
coal is transtermed into gasoline.

At the smue time the ministry re-
vised upward its figures of German
plunes destroyed, reporting 73, not 71,
Nazi raiders nad been shot down dur-
ing vesterday's “very much smaller”
scale attiucks, and insisting that a
pow check on Thuesduy's air battles
showed 180 invading aireraft “eer-
tuinly destroyed.”

The previous figure for Thursday
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Abernethy Not
Yet Arrested |

New Bern. Aug. 17.—(AP)—Three
warrants -against Charles L. Aber-
nethy, Jr. have been received here |
by Sherill R. L. Lane from Wayne
authoritivs,  but the sherill
<aid this afternoon they had not been
cerved, The warrants chavge election
irregularities.

Fwas 159 planes. I
|
|

were drawn as the

The warrants _
result of an investigation following
the finding ol unuscil primary Ll

lots in the possession ol Abernethy
prior to the May 25 pronary. |

Abernethy  was  an unsuceessiul
candidate [or the Democratic nomi=-
nation for congress in the third dis-
trict.

Daily Dispatch Bureau, '

In the Sir Waler Hotel. |
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E encouraged by aduoption
of the threc-year control  prograi
and  optimistic ovel the prices on
the recently uvpened Georgia  mar-
are generally expecting 1_1-:-1.lu1‘
than last year. In view of the
they will have 10
considerably betier pries in or-
to reolize anything like as much
in 1939. The 1939 price av-
—curea tobacco was 15.6
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17.—(AP)
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i- | prices
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einl cash as
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. Belt markets are lo-
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thing of a barometer of what will
huppen when the other belts open
later

For months there has been great
uncertainty  and apprehension  over

Ithis year's tobacco crop. Confirmed

pessimists  have been able o sec
nothing  short ol disaster sight,
while even the most oplimistic have
fearful. The prices

in

been  [frankly
paid on the Georgia markets have
ised high hopes that things will

turn out much better than had been
expectled.

W. P. Hedrick, tobacco markeling
specialist ol the state department of
agriculture, thinks that the Georgia
upenings  augur  better prices In
North Carolina.

wTar Heel producers have reason
(Contnued on Page Seven.?

FOR NORTH CAROLINIA

Ajostly  cloudy tonignt  and
sunday. probably oceasional
showers, '

average ligure ad

Bank Assets

o Tonbridge

Map (bottorz) shows the valley of the Thames, which was par
plu_nus_duhvering hammer blows closer and closer to London, sm
objectives surrounding the great metropolis. Top, is a view of Tilbury doe
_of the most important dock areas in Great Britain, which suffered heavy

ticularly hard hit by the massed German
ashing at the docks, airports and military

‘Illlegal’ Sea
Warfare

“Every Neutrai Ship
Which Sails These Re-
gions Is in D nger of
Destruction,” erman
Communique Declares

Berlin, Aug. 17-APj—A “total
blockade™ of Britain in answer to
Britain's “illegal” sea warfare was
declared by the German government
today.

A long communique marshalled
numerous instances of what it said
were illegal acts by Britain on the
sCUs.

‘Germany is convineed that with
| announcement of a total blockade of
| the British islinds she is taking an-
!nt].ul' decisive step  toward ending
the war and removal of the respon-
<ible contemporary British  rulers,”
the statement soid. .

German armed forees will “utilize
fully” their strategic position from
the Bay ol Biscay to the north cane
of ehrway as well as their suproin-
acy in the air and on the sea around
Englund, the statement added.

The German note was sent to all
neutral countries except Argentina
and the United States, asking them
to Torbid their ships to sail into the
German-Enzlish - war  zone.  The
United States and Argentina were ex-

ks, adjacent to the city and one
damage from the Nazi raiders.

I

Leaf Prices

Hit Slump

Growers Express Dis-
satisfaction With the
Prices Offered on the
Georgia Marks=ts.

Moudirie. Gao., Aug. 17 —(AP)—
Reports  of  grower atisfaction
with the bright leal tobaceo market
developed today in the south Geor-
gin belt,

Prices in at least two of the mar-
kets slumped well under the averase
during the first few doys ol the 1940
sales.

At Moultrie, Sales Supervisor C.
E. Isom said the market sold 3,175.-
536 pounds for the weeik for an aver-

italy To Ask

Greece To
State Position

——

Fome, Aug. 1 —(AP)—Premier
Viossolini's newspaper 11 Popolo d'-
Holin  mdicated  today  that  Ialy

on behalf of Htalian-annexed Albania
within a few days.

age of 17.72.
However. the price dropped more

Hhan two cents yosterdsy and some

grower dissatisfaction v noted on
the warechouse floors. More tickels

were turned yvesterdav than at any

time since the sales Dhegan.

At Tiften, vesterday’s s=ales aver-
age dropped to 1527,
lier maintained

18.

The week’s

151,

siles

Total QOver

Half-Billion

Daily Dispatch Bureau,
In the Sir Walter iotel
Raleigh, Aug. 17—Total assets of
the 353 banlks and branches in North
Caroling were more then hall a nal-
lion dollars on June 30, aceording te
an abstract of condition just releas-

although ear- |

Heretofore, the Halians have ac-
cused Greece of being a vassal of
Britain and aiding in ner Mediter-
[rancan  war against Italy and of
conniving in plots along the Albunian
| frontier.
| Meanwhile, Virginio Gayda, who

olien reflects Mussolini's views, said
I that expanding Italy could now con-
sider hersell
for British Somaliland.

While offictal Italian communiques
[ reported a full British retreat in So-
maliland, Gavda wrote that within
[ few days the colony would cease 1o
[ fewrry @ part of the British empire and
[ et be eombined in the economic
and military organization of Halian
| Kaust Alrica.

Dynamited Today |

would usk the Greek government to!
define its position on Italian claims |

ictorious in the battle |

cepled, it was explained, because

e -] | they have already barrved their ships
I from the war zone by neutrality leg-
| islation.
| The communique warned that

| German  warplanes  henceforth  will
| attack every ship entering the war
| zone. “Every neutral ship which in
future sails these regions is in dan-
iger of destruetion,” it declared.

Roanoke River, in the

|
Worst Flood of Weath- FrenCh F llers
er Bureau Records, B Omb l talians.

Forces Prison Author-
ities To Inundate
| Cairo, Aug. 17.——(ADP)—French air-
Thousands Of AcreS. [ men operating with the Royal Air
| Foree fought off an attempted Ital-
Weldon, Aug. 17..—(AP)— Siate jun air raid on Berbera, the capital
prison officials dynamited a portion and chief port of British Somaliland,
of the nine-mile dike at Caledonia | the RAF announced today.
prison farm near here at dawn today | A comimunigque  announced  the
in an attempt to save the remainder | Frenchmen  shot down one Italian
of the structure from the relentless  pomber and put the others to flight
flood waters of the Roaneke river.  [while British bombers attacked the
Fven while the blast was touched | [talian-held port of Zeila and other
off the flood waters were licking at | jpilitary targets and .tmops concen-
the top of the dike and still rising Giatiant.:
rapidly. ] ) | The RAF also reported direct hits
~ No hope was held for erops in the | oy an [alian submarine, a naval oil
fow land arca, including 3800 acres fyankc and jetties in bombing the har-
of ru-n\'u't-;)hm]tt-d corn and lespedezi | por of Tobruk. Libya. and said re-
at the farm. There was a possibility |4 e ek oy o %
{hat the camp would be abandoned . |“r||:.;‘r‘1‘t fires still burned “many hours
il the entire dike were swepl away. |
The 400 inmates of the cimp were
not evacuated  since  officials said
there was no danger.,
sastern North Carolina rivers were
vising steadily and continued on i
Fampage today, inundating thousands |

Flood Damage
.;:;h;‘l;;rtl-sl;fnldll'uj_-r:'ln,r_.:]1'0:41:];311.1:_5 Iol' lr)\’f* High ln west
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(Continued on Page Seven)

Two Islands Desirable
‘As Naval Or Air Bases

Raleigh, Aug. 17.—(AP) — Rain
and [lood damage to western North
Carolina crons will total “well over
a4 million dollars,” Russell P. Handy,
junior statistician in the State de-
partment of Agriculture reported to-
day upon his return f. the stricken
aread.

He reported that i,
had not been so sever. sut the in-

to tobacco

Washington, Aug. 17.—(AP)—The

ed by Gurney P. Hood, commisstoner | jslands of Trinidad and Newlound-|
| Jand were singled out today by de-|

ol banks,
By lar the greater part of these
assets woere held by the 154 statle
commercial  binks  and their 118
Lbraunches. These had combined as-
sels of $398.314,622.12; while assets
of the 31 state indusivinl banks and
one brahch were $18,729.642.90; and
49 national banks. with their bran-
ches, had assets of $128.:15,000.
All together the 352 banks
brenches  had  assels aggregating
$545.059.220 65, Figures for the na-
tionul banks were as ol
the latest availuble. For state com-
mercial und industrial banks
were as of June 30.
Total commercial
<showed an incroase
Hu4 on Juae <
the altainea

or

bank assets
from $260,400.-
19.30: this being

at o Junc

highost Sl
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(Continued on Fage Seven)

March 26,

they

fense experts as the two strategically

most desirable spots Tor the United |

States to acguire naval and air bases
through the negotiations now in pro-
gress with the British and Canadian
covernments.

| liquidation of which might remove
| some of the obstacles to Britain's ob-
| taining credit here. |

The guestion of what base loca- |

tions would be most advantaegous
to American sceurity was the first
consideration of government officials
following President Roosevelt's dis-
closure yesterday that
were underway with the two gov-
ernments.

Coming at a time when t

IssUn W

he “de-
to the
1sed

Cniite

iroyers [or Britai
he anaounc

| Holt, Democrat, West Virginia, whiie|
negotiations |

(&
ability of growers to haivest the crop

point, but elsewhere Congressmen| @00 ! _ d ,
in face of continued rains may dim-

and others advinced two possibilities:

1. That “overage” destroyers would ! inish their income by additional
be traded for bases i negotiations IU-“?*'C.F- ) .
| “Cotton in [redell and adjoining

are suceessful, or
2. That the purchase price woul
be in reduction of Britain’s war debt,

d counties, already late, because of dry
conditions early in the season, will
be further delayed and boll weevil
activity will be greater,” he said.

In Goldshoro, F. M. Edger-ton, dis-
trict highway engineer, announced
that all country roads crossing the
Neuse river had been closed because
ol high walters.

Edgerton said also that two coun-
ty roads over Nahunta swamp, easl
of highway 117, had been closed.

The Neuse, about two feet above
flood level at Goldshoro, inundated
hundreds of acres.

In Raleigh, W. Vance Baise s id

Of the congressmen who comment-
ed on the disclosure of negotiations,
the majority called acauisition ol
additional bases desirable.  Senator|

claiming such a move dosirabie.i
chifzed that it was a “sugar coat-|
ing” to make the transfer of destroy-|
ers palatable.

Several legislators, however, view-
ed the idea coldly or with hostility.

Representative  Roulzohn, Republi- nfter returning Jfrom a survey in
can, Ohio, =13 1 woeiid & step- 0l thee tern North Carolima that be-
ne Jn-
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