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Wallace's Successor? 

Claude R. Wickard 

Washington circles intimate that 
Claude R. Wickard, of the Agricul- 
tural Adjustment Administration, 
may become the newest member of 
President Roosevelt's cabinet, sue- I 
seeding Secretary of Agriculture 
Henry A. Wallace, who resigned to 
campaign for the Vice Presidency. 

Nazi Raids I 
I 

Daylight Hours Pass 

With Only Scattered j 
Scouting Planes Over 
British Isles. 

London. Aug. 17.—(AP)—For the • 

first time in seven successive days, 
the daylight hours up to 5:30 p. m. i 

(11:30 a. m. EST) passed without the j 
shadow of massed German raiders! 
over Britain. 

But with a lull apparent in the; 
struggle lor m;.story of Britain's skies j 
the nation struck with new vigor to i 
hold supremacy on the seas. 

In the lace of a German prociama- { 
tion of total blockade of the British 

Isles, the admiralty announced that 

Britain's own mines had made the 

English channel and the Bay oi Bis- 

;ay dangerous for shipping. 
It announced also that a battle 

force ot the British fleet including 
battleships and cruisers, had bombed j 
the Libyan ports of Bardia and Fort! 

Capuzzo. as well as other objectives 
this mottling. 
Germany's bombers thundered i 

over the i.-les < new destructive 

raids during the moonlight pre-dawn, 
blasting a wide area of Wales. 

But the previous day's raids, meas- 
ured by incessant waves of hundreds 

of German fighters and bombers, j 
tapered off drastically. 
The main body of raiders failed to 

appear. Instead there came only} 
scattered small groups of planes, ap- 

parently on scouting missions. 
Two theories were offered to ex- 

plain the lull—one. rest for 
the Nazi j 

pilots and reformation of 
their brok- j 

eti squadrons; the other, time to 

organize preparations for still heavier 
I 

assaults. I 

I 

Of Air Maid 

Bombers Blast Wide 

Area of Wales in Pre- 

Dawn Raids; British 

Air Ministry Claims 

"Large Damage" on 

Nazi Fuel Supply. 

London, Aug. IT.—(AP)—Ger- 
many'.t bombers thundered against 
England in new destructive raids to- 

ci. y. bla.ting a wiue area of Wales in 

long pre-daun moonlight raids, 

i<:;i.ng thtougii British defenses over 

an inland town. in soutlieast England 
this morning and swarming aver the 

soutlieast coast at two points thL 

atternoon. 

iviauy already were homeless as» 

the I\a/.is went into their seventh sue- i 

cesiive day ot intensive mass attacks 

on harbors, airports, lactones and: 
warehouses. 
Even as Hinds were being collected 

< 

tor the relief of the homeless, oilier j 
homes were destroyed by delayed j 
action bombs exploding tins morning 
in a southwestern London suburb 

which the Nazis raided late yester- 

day. 
While British pursuit planes lought 

new swarms of invading warplanes, 
the air ministry revealed that Brit- 

ish bombers raided Germany last 

night and struck heavily at the Nazi 

fuel supply, wrecking "very large 
damage" on a great synthetic l'uel j 

plant at Leuna, near Leipzig, where j 
coal is transformed into gasoline. 
At the same time the ministry re- j 

vised upward its figures of German 
i 

planes destroyed, reporting 75, not 71, 
Nazi raiders had been shot down dur- 

ing yesterday's "very much smaller" 
scale attacks, and insisting that a 

new check on Thursday's air battles 
showed 180 invading aircraft "cer- 

tainly destroyed." 
The previous figure for Thursday 

was 159 planes. 

Abernethy Not 

Yet Arrested 

New Bern, Aug. 17.—(AP)—Three j 
warrants against Charles L. Aber-i 

nethy, Jr.. have been received here! 

by Sheriff R. B. Lane J'rom Wayne! 
county authorities, but the sheriff 

said this afternoon they had not been 

served. The warrants charge election j 
irregularities. 
The warrants were drawn as tin1 

result of an investigation following 
the finding of unused. primary bal- 

lots in the possession of Abernethy 

prior to the May 25 primary. 
Abernethy was an unsuccessful | 

candidate for the .Democratic nomi-j 
nation for congress in the third dis-j 
trict. 

Opening Of Border Belt 

Markets To Give Answer 

To Question Of Leaf Prices 

Daily Dispatch Bureau, 
Ln the Sir Walter Hotel. 

B.v HENRY AVKRILL 

Raleigh, Auk. 17-—The question 

"What's tobacco going to do?" will 

be answered, partially and temporar- 

ily at least, next 
week when on Au- 

gust 2'J, auctioneers in the seven 

markets of the Border Delt begin 

chanting the theme song 
that shows 

the season is open. 
Farmers, encouraged by adoption 

of the three-year control program 

and optimistic ovei the prices on 

the recently opened Georgia mar- 

kets, are generally expecting 
better 

prices than last year. 
In view of the 

mi.ch smaller crop, they 
will have to 

get considerably better nries in or- 

der to realize anything 
like as much 

cash as in 1939. The 1939 price av- 

erage for flue-cured 
tobacco was 15.6' 

cents per pound. 
The Border Belt markets 

are lo- 

cated at Chadbourn, Clarklon, 
Fair 

Jiu.f. Fairmont. Lumberton, 
Tabor 

*'i»y and *Vhiteville. They are al- 

wTV- the fir: 
' to i ;vr n Nortii Car- 

lir;' ;:."d the t.rie r,:'i toba'ro 

•m iiiji'to L ordinarily seme- 

thing of a barometer of what will I 

happen when the other belts open 

later. 
For months there has been great 

uncertainty and apprehension over 

this year's tobacco crop. Confirmed 

pessimists have been able to see! 

nothing short of disaster in sight, 

while even the most optimistic have j 
been frankly fearful. The prices 

paid on the Georgia markets have 

raised high hopes that things will 

turn out much better than had been 

expected. 
W. P. Hcdrick, tobacco marketing 

specialist of the state department of 

agriculture, thinks that the Georgia 

openings augur better prices in j 
North Carolina. 
"Tar Heel producers have reason 

CContnued on Page Sevon.'' 
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Mostly cloudy tonight and 

Sunday. probably occasional 

thou cts. 

Nazi Bombers Strike Close to the Heart of England 

Map (bottom) shows the valley of the Thames, which was particularly hard hit by 
the massed German 

planes delivering hammer blows closer and closer to London, smashing at the docks, airports 
and military 

objectives surrounding the great metropolis. Top, is a view of Tilbury docks, adjacent to the city 
and one 

of the most important dock areas in Great Britain, which suffered heavy damage from 
the Nazi raiders. 

Leaf Prices 

Hit Slump 
Growers Express Dis- 
satisfaction With the 

Prices Offered on the 

Georgia Markets. 

Moudtrie, C«a.. Aug. IV.—(AP)— 

Reports of grower di satisfaction 

with Ihe bright leaf tobacco market 

developed today in the south Geor- 

gia belt. 
Prices in at least two of the mar- 

kets slumped well under 1 he average 

during the first few days of the 1940 
sales. 
At Moultrie, Sales Supervisor C. 

E. Isom said the market sold 3,175,- 

536 pounds for the week for an aver- 

age of 17.72. 

However, the price dropped more 
than two cents yesterday and some 

grower dissatisfaction wa noted on 

the warehouse floors. More tickets 

were turned yesterday than at any 

time since the sales began. 
At Tifton. yesterday's sales aver- 

age dropped to lf>.27. although ear- 

lier sales maintained "ihe week's 

average figure at If!. 151. 

Bank Assets 

Total Over 

Half-Billion 
Daily Dispatch liureau, 
In the Sir Walter Hotel. 

Raleigh, Aug. 17.—Total assets of 
the 353 banks and brandies in North 

Carolina were more than half a mil- 

lion dollars on June 30. according to 
an abstract of condition just releas- 
ed by Gurney P. Hood, commissioner 
of banks. 

By far the greater part of these 

assets were held by the 154 state 

commercial banks and their 111! 

branches. Tho.-.c had combined as- 

sets of $398,314,622.12; while assets 
of the 31 state industrial banks and 
one branch were $18,729,042.90; and 

49 national banks, with their bran- 

ches, had assets of SI28.^15.000. 
All together the 353 banks or 

branches had assets aggregating 
8545,959,229.65. Figure* for the na- 

tional banks were as of March 26, 
the latest available. For state com- 

mercial and industrial banks they 
were as of June 30. 

Total commercial bank asset- 

showed an increase from $360,400,- 

904.63 on June 30, ID,if): this being 
the highest attained at a June 30 

(Continued on Page Seven) 

Dike At Caledonia 

Dynamited Today 
Italy To Ask 
Greece To 

State Position 

Rome, Aug. 1.—(AP)—Premier 
Mussolini's newspaper II I'opolo d'- 

llaliu indicated today that Italy 

would ask the Greek government to 

define its position 011 Italian claims 

on behalf of Italian-annexed Albania 
within a few days. 

Heretofore, the Italians have ac- 

cused Greece of being a vassal ol 

Britain and aiding in her Mediter- 

ranean war against Italy and of 

, conniving in plots along the Albanian 
frontier. 

| Meanwhile, Virginio Gayda, who 

j olten reflects Mussolini's views, said 

j that expanding Italy could now con- 
sider herself victorious in the battle 

j for British Somaliland. 
I While official Italian communiques 
reported a full British retreat in So- 

maliland, Gayda wrote that within 

a few days the colony would cease to 

! form a part of the British empire and 
I could be combined in the economic 

I and military organization of Italian 

| East Africa. 

Roanoke River, in the 
Worst Flood of Weath- 

er Bureau Records, 
Forces Prison Author- 

ities To Inundate 

Thousands of Acres. 
! 
! Wcldon, Aug. 17.—(AP)— State 

prison officials dynamited a portion 
of the nine-mile dike at Caledonia 

prison farm near here at dawn today 
i in ;ni attempt to save the remainder 
*>f the structure from the relentless 

flood waters of the Roanoke river. 

Even while the blast was touched 
off the flood waters were licking at 

: the top of the dike and still rising 

rapidly. 
No hope was held for crops in the 

I low land area, including 3,000 acres 
of convict-planted corn and lespedeza 

! at the farm. There was a possibility 
that the camp would be abandoned j 
if the entire dike were swept away, i 

The 400 inmates of the camp were 

not evacuated since officials said 

there was no danger. 
Eastern North Carolina rivers were 

1 

rising steadily and continued on aj 
rampage today, inundating thousands 

i 

; of acres and forcing residents of low j 
j lying areas to abandon their homes.) 

The flood in the Roanoke broke, 

(Continued on Page Seven) 

Two Islands Desirable 

As Naval Or Air Bases 
Washington, Aug. 17.—(AP)—The 

I islands of Trinidad and Newfound- 

land were singled out today by dc- 

, 
l'ense experts as the two strategically 

! most desirable spots for the United 

i States to acquire naval and air bases 

through the negotiations now in pro- 

gress with the British and 
Canadian 

governments. 
The question of what base loca- 

i tions would be most advantaegous 

to American security was the first 

consideration of government officials 

following President Roosevelt's dis- 

, closure yesterday that negotiations 
were underway with the two gov- 

; ernments. 
Coming at a time when the "de- 

I trovers for Britain" issue \va- to the 

1 fore, the announcement also caused 

i conjecture as to vh;:l price the Unit- 

j cd States would p.iy for ; r.y be.: c 

i :cquircd. 
| lur. Roosevelt was silent on this 

point, but elsewhere Congressmen I 

j and others advanced two possibilities: j 
1. Thai "overage" destroyers would 

' 

J be traded for bases if negotiations 

| are successful, or 
j 2. That the purchase price would 
be in reduction of Britain's war debt, 

I liquidation of which might remove 
' 
some of the obstacles to Britain's ob- 

! taining credit here. 
Ol the congressmen who comment- 

i ed on the disclosure of negotiations,; 
the majority called acquisition of 

additional bases desirable. Senator 

! Holt, Democrat, West Virginia, while 
! claiming such a move desirable, 

ch;#<ged that it was a "sugar coat- 
i ing" to make the transfer of destroy- 
ers palatable. 

1 Several legislators, however, view- 
ed the idea coldly or with hostility. 

Representative Routzohn, Republi- 
can, Ohio, sa.:® '{ would be ^ slop- 

ping stone like the guard r.iojiliir- 

. lion bill. i 

Act Answers 

'Illegal' Sea 
Warfare 

"Every Neutral Ship 
Which Sails These Re- 

gions Is in D nger of 

Destruction/ lerman 

Communique Declares 

Berlin, Aug. 17.—MP)—A "tnt.il 
blockade" of Britain in answer to 

Britain's "illegal" sea warfare was 

declared by the German government 
today. 
A long communique marshalled 

numerous instances of what it said 

were illegal acts by Britain on the 

seas. 

'Germany is convinced that with 

announcement of a total blockade of 
the British islands she is taking an- 
other decisive step toward ending 
the war and removal of the respon- 
sible contemporary British rulers," 
the statement said. 

German armed forces will "utilize 

fully" their strategic position from 

the Bay of Biscay to the north cape 
of </»rway as well as their suprem- 
acy in the air and on the sea around 

England, the statement added. 
The German note was sent to all 

neutral countries except Argentina 
and the United States, asking them 
to forbid their ships to sail into lh» 
German-English war zone. The 

United States and Argentina were ex- 

cepted, it was explained, because 

they have already barred their ships 
from the war zone by neutrality leg- 
islation. 
The communique warned that 

German warplsines henceforth will 

attack every ship entering the war 
zone. "Every neutral ship which in 
future sails these regions is in dan- 

ger of destruction," it declared. 

French Fliers 

Bomb Italians 

Cairo, Aug. 17.—CAP)—French air- 
men operating with the Royal Air 

Force fought off an attempted Ital- 

ian air raid on Berbera, the capital 
and chief port of British Somaliland, 
the RAF announced today. 
A communique announced the 

Frenchmen shot down one Italian 

bomber and put the others to flight, 
while British bombers attacked the 

Italian-held port of Zeila and other 
miljtary targets and troops concen- 
trations. 
The KAF also reported direct hits 

on an Italian submarine, a naval oil 
tank and jetties in bombing the har- 
bor of Tobruk, Libya, and said re- 

sultant fires still burned "many hours 
later." 

Flood Damage 
High In West 

Part Of State 

Raleigh, Aug. 17.—(AP) Rain 

and Hood damage to western North 

Carolina crops will total "well over 

a million dollars," Russell P. Handy, 
junior statistician in the State de- 

partment of Agriculture reported to- 
day upon his return f. 1he stricken 

area. 
He reported that v to tobacco 

had not been so seven . >ut the in- 

ability of growers to haivest the crop 
in lace of continued rains may dim- 

inish their income by additional 
losses. 

"Cotton in Iredell and adjoining 
counties, already late, because of dry 
conditions early in the season, will 

bo further delayed and boll weevil 
activity will be greater," he said. 

In Goldsboro, F. M. Edgerton, dis- 
trict highway engineer, announced 

that all country roads crossing the 

Neuse river had been closed because 

of high waters. 
Edgerton said also that two coun- 

ty roads over Nahunta swamp, east 

of highway 117. had been closed. 
The Neuse, about two feet above 

flood level at Goldsboro, inundated 

hundreds of acres. 
In Raleigh, W. Vance Bai?e s. id 

after returning from a survey in 

north wo tern North Carolina be- 

tween GOO and 1000 bridges on < jn- 

ru. ds had war' d out. 


