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A mysterious assassin cut short
the gay carcer of Svyria Verne,
artists’ model, just as she was an-
swering the telephone in her pent.
house apartment to which she had
returned soon afer midnight fol-
lowing a quarrel with Piorre Stur.
gis, art photographer. The police
eould find no gun, significant finger-
prints, nor other evidence of an in-
truder. The evening of the murider,
she had met an old friend, Argus
Steele, author and former detec-
tive, in the Penguin Club where he
was dining with Ellen Curtis, a
model. Syria left, accompanieid by
Sturgis. Bill Carstairs, 111, play-

¥," he =aid familiavly. Steele
Il mever seen the man before, “1'm
atill on the Mlade—you remembor.”
He winked at Argus broadly, “I just
wank to et zome shots of you wi
o ol

running into the law., Where ure
for?”

wreeted Grange, shoving
his hat back on his hewd. *1 was

ith | just getting around to paying =
little eall on Me. Sturgis."”

“So? Mind if 1 join you? I'm
this

odels” He turned.

irla coming up be-
! him. The receptionist shiruzzed
A pesture of hopelessness and ye-
turned o her duties.

“I've never seen you before, and
P onot ot all ‘e poing
rork on thiz ease,” Argus snid.
Sure, T know, Rut give me a
hreak, will you? I was sent up
Bere Lo ge picture of the office
amd Me, Il and the givls, 1 find

i Ereatest pume-

metl

uite intervested in
siness" Grange lo
Vell, what are we w
ing for, Inspector? Come on

e
took Grange's arm propelled
him neross the sidewnlk.

“Now listen, Stecle, this isn't in
the rugulations, 1—"

“Regulations,  Ru
man or sheep? If o
questions just tell

Are you

boy, introduced his latest blonde, IU's o nu- yu:l_."' Mteluetantly, ( L
Dorry, to Ellen and Argus, Later, tan Lo adjust hink i
Ellen found Dorry in the ladics’ 1% st Eating on your own heok in thi

room, weeping because her 151
“was phoning that awfiul Syria
Verne again.” Ellen noticed a snul-
nosed revolver in Dorry's open
purse. . . . Next morni Ellen
phoned Argus to tell him that Syria
had been murdered. Police Insp
tor Grange visited Stecle as the
investigation got under way. Later,
Ellen introduced Arpus to Roger
Flagg in the latter’s model agency.
Flagg invited Arpus to cxamine his
office files and Ellen acts as puide
in showing Argus the routine and
records of the model agency. They
note Syria's chart; she had four
appointments for that day, one of
them with Pierre Sturgis,
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vl of drap
ou too, sister,”
otioned to Ellen. She tried to
it
selustered around Arpus. if
At i the bulb-bomber. | know w il of toothpaste S
v Louk at Mlr. Steele and | Verne used, what she had for r
"ul your arm o around Cem, | Monday night and how many biras-
ol Pwo of them, a blomde | 5 but as to who shot
it brunette, el
him, A I Grange through
frown, 1

“lawk
her o
think af the
toe bl their

ease, Stecle?” the lspector sished
us they stepped into an elevator,
Anything new on the

" said Grange =ourly, *“I

| Mr. Stoele, May-
s publicily

sl woman sat be-
rd.
here?"”

Granga

He's in eonference,” she said,
“Well, tell ) Inspector Gr
wants Lo see ug

“Yes, eved the police

Arpus  walched FEllen a= allicer then

talked. There was a tonic o aml
in her very appear e

Lin o Line, Apparently there
VoanEwer, Siee eicd another

“Syrin ever set chmmmy with any
of the girls she worked with?" lio
asked.

“No. She was the silent, mysteri- | “1"
ous type.”

“But she wmust've heen
around. T thought all these g
girls were always beings
fancy dives Ly far by

“*She may have”
“Seems to me 1 did he

Argzus heavd her mumble some-
thin then she turmed to G

dz “Mr, Sturpis j
minute, Will
" declared Gr

|0een

if T have a look avound
HT .

1 ¥ n.
t A Yrumer

that Syrin had some on l]u'F |
1 t I never les wha it put nway his
ide from Sturgiz,of em "| “What time Filen asked.
‘How was she likel | me slanced at 'l rvist. It was

“The givle didn't w

L, i . e wallied
2 eenn “ ’ . ¢ arked “Studio™

' k they disl I must’ve forgotten my wateh he door kel
:I':ti'““\\t thiltle thoy dini today,” he snid., and pansal with hand on the
.,.y‘,m; “IU2 ten after twelve,” answered | knob, *\Want to join me, In spector?™

thinking about Arpua, “

ht take a look ar at
member — the I'll have te dash,” suid Ellen. |that, said Grange. “Ruc me
was with in the “My appointment—Oh, by the way, | know the instant Mr. Stu

ro-
turns," he eautionedl the reeeptionist,
Inside the studio a n
bright lights, =
in Hollywaod, were elustered
together in one eorner of the roon.
They threw a
brilliance or
resembled n
Blende, with long wawvy
hung down to her shoulders, wenr-
imgz only a brassicre nnd pantics, wus
seated on a red and white vt
dais, She was about ninoteen sl
her skin, under the lights, had a
peaches-and-cream  texture. One
shapely leg was stretehed out in
front of her as she posedd in the et
of pulling up a sheer, silk sto¢ ing
(To he eontinued)
Capir by
Distelbuted by Kivg Veaturas Sinlicnts (na

el

. coming to the fashion show
pun

ternoon aren’t yon, Argus?
o Park Hotel at four. Meet
me outzide the models' dressing
room and 'l give you a ticket.”
“Now what would I do at a fush-

shot, I've w
Dorry was ¢
“Maybe she w
on Carst
woulild he

“She seemod
abont Bill"s phon
police mention cith
connection with the mur

“No."

A man with a cam
arm approschod them,
was the indignant v

“Here!" she ealle

are highly edueational,”
e “Aren't they, Roger?
s, there arve going to be
it numbe
‘Well—in that ease—" faltered
Argus,
“i'l see you there, then,” said
Plagiz. “1'mtobe one of the judges.”
As Argus eame out of Flapg's
building he saw Inspector Grange
ng from n police car several
wn the block.
11" =aid Argus, coming up to
this scems Lo be my day for

¢ hair that

todo you
neraman

think this
menored her |
thoueh he wore a

“4 beard you w

it Lees

him,
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