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SYNOPSIS

A mysterious assassin cut short
the gay career of Syria Verne, art-
ists’ model, just as she was answer-
ing the telephone in her penthouse
apartment to which she had re-
turned soon after midnight follow-
ing a quarrel with Pierre Sturgis,
art photographer. The police could
find no gun, significant fingerprints,
nor other evidence of an intruder,
The evening of the murder, she
had met an old friend, Argus Stecle,
author and former detective, in the
Penguin Club where he was dining
with Ellen Curtis, a model. Syria
left, accompanied by Sturgis. Bill
Carstairs, III, playboy, introduced
his latest blonde, Dorry, to Ellen
and Argus. Later, Ellen found Dor-
ry in the ladies’ room, weeping be-
cause her Bill “was phoning that
awful Syria Verne again" Ellen
noticed a snub-nosed revolver in
Dorry's open purse...Next morn-
ing, Ellen phoned Argus to tell
him that Syria had been mur.
dered. Police Inspector Grange
visited Steele as the investigation
got under way. Later, Ellen intra-
duced Argus to Roger Flagg in the
latter’s model agency. Flagg in-
vited Argus to examine his office
files, and Ellen showed Argus the
routine and records of the model
agency. They note Syria's chart;
she had four appointments for that
day, one of them with Pierre Stur-
gis. They agreed to meet later at a
fashion show. After leaving Flagg's
“beauty shop.,” Argus goes with
Inspector Grange to the Pierre
Swurgis studio where they meet the
gorgeous and gossipy Cynthia Lane
who says that Syria had quarreled
with Flagg. Later she introduces
them to Pierre Sturgis and Wil-
liam Carstairs, Sr. Picrre invites
the detectives inte his private
office.

CHAPTER TWELVE

“Perhaps I'd better be going,”
Carstairs rumbled in a deep voice.

“You simply ean't run away be-
fore we've had our talk,” said Cyn-
thia, taking hold of his slecve,
“You've sho'ly heard nbout Car-
etairs’ Tomato Catsup, haven't you,
Mr. Stecle? Well, thi the man
who makes it." She eled eloser
to the Catsup king. “And I want to
be the new girl on the bottle, now
that Syria—" She broke off us she
saw the look on Sturgis' face, Cur-
stairs cleared his throat.
fe'll discuss it some other
time,” he said. “T really must be
going. I'll eall you later, Pierre,
when you're free.” He nodded curt-
ly to Grange and Argus, turned
on his heel and left the room, Ar-
us watched Cynthia. But her face
was expressionless, Only her dark
were sly as she watched Car-
stairs go.

“1s that Bill Carstairs’ father 1"
Argus inguired.

“Yes," suid Sturgis. “Now,
you'll follow me.” He led the way to
a small office and shat the door.
When they were seated, Argus
pulliad out o pack of cigarvetles and
jas=end them around, P e took
one. Grangee pulied cut his pipe.

“Alr. Bturgis,” began Grange

mildly, “I know that you were with
Miss Verne last night, that you hud
an argument with her in the Maison
restaurant and that she walked out
on you." Ile paused to light his
pipe. “Supposing you tell me about
it in your own words. Did she seem
at all nervous or upset ?”

“Nervous! That's putting it mild-
Iy, Inspector. I've never seen Syrin
#0 upset as she was lust night, She
didn't want to have dinmer with the
Carters, afler they'd made special
reservations and all that sort of
thing. She snapped me up on every-
thing [ said. She had the ear driver
stop on the way to the Maison, to
make o phone eall. Then she got up
from dinner twice to muke other
phone calls.”

“Then what?"” Argus asked,

“Well, she got into an argument
with the wailer over the soup, It
was cold vichysoisse, and it was de-
licious. She insisted she had ordered
it hot. Then she made a vemark
which I thought insulting to Mrs,
Carter and I reprimanded her pretty
sharply for it. I reminded her that,
after all, we were their guests. I've
known the Carters for years, you
see, and I had told them what a
grand girl Syria was."

“She sort of let you down,” Argus
declared.

“Did Miss Verne tell you why she
was 5o upset T Gronge asked,
No,” said Sturgis. “I couldn’t
quite figure it out.” He pressed his
left thumb amd forefinger 1o his
eyeballs and held them there a min-
When he looked up his expres-
sion wasz the cmbodiment of grief,
“I've just never hod anything hit
me like this," he apologized,

“What time was it when Miss
Verne left the restaurant 1" Grange
quericd. He licked the point of a
short pencil and then wrote some-
thing in his little black notebook,

"1 guess it must have been near
11:30. We had our showdown after
her second phone eall from the
Maizon. We exchanged some pretty
hot words and—"

“Aad,” Grange interrupted, “you
told Mizs Verne that if she left the
party it would be either over your
dead body or hers, Is that right 27

The photographer blanched. “If
I did, Inspector,” he answered, “1
want you to believe that they were
just so many words that slipped out
in o moment of exasperation. I can
zee what you're leading up to, but 1
assure you that the last person in
the world T would have harmed in
any way was Syria Verne. 1 loved
her" Sturgis felt in his pockets for
ther cigarette and lit it from the
smoked bult in his hand.

What time did you leave the
Maison ?" Grange asked, watching
him intently.

“I suppose it must've been a fow
minutes later,” Sturgis said. I
excused myself to the Carters and
went for a walk. I wanted to cool

¥

if | off.

“0h,” observed Grange with re-
newaed interest, *You wanted Lo eool
off.™ 1lle smiled. but not with his
cyes. They were like two bits of
flint. ".r\m’l where did you go for

o

thiz walk?
“I don’t know—I—" Suddenly

Sturgiz suapped bas fi
Lo, ton. 1 walked up
and Lexington
bramdy in t
recull the

midnight, tes,
er wirned on the
voiee annuuneed the t
cheek on th I tur,”

“I will,” irunge, firmly,

"Wien you'd cooled off,” went on
Argus, “did yuu Lry to get in touek
with Miss Verne by telephone

“No” replicd Sturgis, Wiy ™

“Beeause the phone was off the
hook,” said Arvizus. I thought thae
if you had tried to eall her and dis-
covered that her line was constantly
busy, you'd suspect that sumething
was wrong."

"I wish to heaven I had!" ex-
claimed Sturgis. “But 1 puess it
would have been too late. Inspector,
you've got to find the person who
did this.”

“That’s just w 1 intend to do,”
said  Grange. W knew  Miss
Verne very well. Would yon have
an idea as to who might want e
kill her?”

“No," answerced Stareis

“How about Flage?" Arpus
A muscle in Piceres face ton

*No,” Tie said abruptly

“What do you have arainst him?
Argus pressed.

“Why, nothing."”

“Comie on, now, You said Fune-

Jed,

sl

self you wanted the Inspeetor to
solve this case,” puraed Areus,
“It's hiz job to find out v e
that might have ang po e ean-

neetion with Miss \
“Well,”  Stu
looked

arry
one unt 1w’ grot along furth
her carcer. At times I've wo
if his motives were ¥ unschii=h
or whether there was anothier rea-
son."”

The tdephone rang,  Stureis
picked iLup. e talked foraom
and then put down the reevive

“I'm afraid yvou'll have
me,” he =
to do. If
has any beaving on this—thi r
Inspeetor, 111 lot you know,
amre stood up, “Well, don't
leave town, Mr. Sturgis.”

“I won't” St
“Good-hye, Mr, Stecle,
to the door and opened it,

“Now where, Inspector?” Argus
asked,

“I thought you weren't working
an &ny more cases.,"” Arpgus rajsed
an eyvebrow. “After all,” he =aid,
“I did know the girl—"

"Well,” put in Grange, smiling,
“I've got a phone eall to make and
then T thought 1'd pay a eall on an
old friend of yours—Dancer Mar-
tinelli,”

Arzus bent his fingers and exam-
ined his nails,

“That," he said, “oupht to he vory
interesting. I think I'll come alonge,
Just fer Inughs,”

(To be continued)
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“MY HUSBAND is suffering
from lumbugo. He is 53 years old.
What does it come from and how
should it be tremied?" — Letter
v my correspondence,

That is a pretty typieal story.

* Dr. Clendening will answer
questions of general interest
only, and then only through
his column,

Lumbago is not n separate dis-
ease. It is simply a pain in the
back — good old backuche and in
many ways resembles that other
good old relinble—headuche,

The man mentioned is 53 years
old, which is about the average
age for men for lumbago. Women
have it at earlier ages, because a
wouill deal of it is reflex from the
pelvic organs. A gynaceologist
und an orthopedist once collabo-
raled on a definition and evolved
this: "A woman is a potential
mother with a backache.” They
were both bachelors, aceording to
tradition, and eynics, and both met
mysterious and violent ends,

Backache in Children

Backache in children is always
a more serious indication than in
adults. And the child may not
complain voeally of pain, but by
its attitude, posture and method
of stooping down te pick up an
objeet on the floor, in u way that
Emlccts the back, the trouble may
e suspected.

Lumbago does not mean
Bright's Discase, that old buguboo
piclure of the man with the cane
holding his back and shouting for
Kidney medicine has gone forever,
The “kidney wmedicine” really
never touched the Kidoeys at all,
but had something * aspivin in
it to soothe muscles. A kidney
with & stone, or infection ecan
cause the symptoms of lumbago,
but this is fairly rare,

Lumbago is named after the
lumbar muscles — u ve thick
heavy, matted group of musculn-
ture. Ilere is where lumbago is
located in the vast majority of
cases. These muscles are neavly
constantly moving — not
sarily only when you a in

but even when you are sitting still |

or Iving in bed—as you know full
well when you get lumbago be-
nuse you can't find a comfortable

tion. rything is smooth

on and a
ions from

frosts i
crenks and there you are,

' LENTENREDUCING DIET

By Dr. Clendering
- Thursday—500 Calario
BREAKFAST
Juice of 1 orange.
1 slice whole wheat torst—no Lut-
ter or substitute,
cup collee—no cream or sugur.

LUNCHEOMN
medium size artichoke—servd
hot with 1 teaspoon melted but-
ter or substitute—or cold 2= o
sulad with mineral wil dry 7.
slice tonst—no butter or sub-
stitute.
S-ounce glass of skimmed milk,
DINMNER
Frankfurter—split and broiled,
tablespoons saucrkraut,
slive toust—no butter or sube-
stitute,
tublespoons fruit gelutin des-
Sert—no cream or sauce.
1 smaull cup colfee—no cream or
sugar.
{1 cup clear soup may be udded,
il desired.) :
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The lumbar muscles are at-
tached to the bones of the spine
and these lumbar verteb e
very likely to be the pluces where
onie arthritis lights, but thut
can be detected by the x-ray und

I read in a medieal magazine
about “rheumatism from mental
influences.” That is a valid con-
ception, and particularly applics
Lo the back. The back symbolically
bears the burdens of life and
when  the | e Luo
heavy the by illy re-
volts, \

The treatment simple mus-
culir lumbago is indicatvd from
the causes, Thank heaven drugrs
have litile or no place in the
treatment and only do m. See
about the focal infections | he

teeth and other places. A after
the acute stage limber up the lum-
s way poszible—mns-
ise, even though it
at fivst. And the
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