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Funeral services for Clifton T
Fir h, who died of sutfocation carly |
vesterday morning  when b hmlI
caught fire and burned. were held |

at Mt. Carmel Methodist chinech this
afternoon at 4 o'clock, conducted by
Rev. Puul Carruth, pastor.  Inter-
ment was in the fumily cemetery
about one mile from the church, |

Active pallbearers were Willis
Blaclkanall, Dorsey Evans, Stewart
Finch, Clyde Fie h, Goriand Green-
way and J. PP. Haumm.

Ben Brown, Jomes lil—i
Maorston, Craw
Hight, Dlanoie

Upchureh, George

Honorary.
lington, Raynrond
ferd  Daniel, Bill
Hight, Dr. R. T.

Holden, Jack Parks, Moaoace Robin-
son, W. O. Ellis, Willie Kittrell, .\‘.'Il
Wright, A. M. Wynne. Bert Moore. |
Fred |

Royster, C. ). Rose, . AL
Hight, C. B. Finch, Jr., J. M. Baity, |
Frank Wortham. A. A. Bunn, G.
Badger Harris, Emmett Mitchell, W,
T. Hearne, S. W. Knott, Harold
Stone, E. O, Falkner, C, I-':.-n.:.r---_i
Hurold Anderson, Andrew Finch, B.
M. Rowland, Arnold Harris and C. |
C. Shaw.

A host of friends attended the
services (nd many  floral :‘il).:ln--‘I
were offered. |

He is survived by his widow, Mrs.

three
wer ot

hers.

nieee: 1€t |

three sisters, & nun

viinhews, and his mother
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN

POLLY REMAINED stubborn
and kept twittering about his “hon-
or as a genleman” and *discre-
tion," and ended, with more ‘irm-
ness than I'd given him credit for:
“I am deeply distressed that one
of my best clients has been mur-
dered, almost &t my door. But I
refuse to be dragged deeper Into
this crime. I won't say another
word, no matter what you do to
me, Please let me go back to my
apartment. I do not feel very well.”

“In a hittle while,” the inspector
nromised. “After you've had a last
look at the deceased. Seeing vou
knew her so well I should think
you'd want to.”

The prospect made Polly shake
with horror. “No! Please! I'd rather
not!” he assured his tormentor. “Is
she still—in there?"

He cocked his head in the direc-
tion of the guest room when he
asked the question. And Inspector
Barry answered: “No, in there!”
jerking his thumb toward Neal's
room uand grabbing poor little Pol-
ly's arm with his other hand at the
same time. “Come along, say good-
by to your late customer.”

P'olly eame along. But only be-
cause he couldn't help it. Dragging
his feet like an unwilling child, he
protested: “But 1 don't want to
see her!” And: “You are taking me
to Mademoiselle Tarrant's room.
Why? Madame Ingalls couldn't
have bern kil':d in there, why
should she?™

“That's wlat we all would like
to know,” Inspector Barry threw
the dooz wide. “Remove the sheet,”
he told a policeman stationed in-
side.

Hunt and I had followed him,
and the four of us stood silently
looking at the dead Margot, who
was still elutehing the rose-colored
pillow,

Polly made a choking sound and
crossed  himself, “How was she
Killed 2" he gulped out at last.

“Stabbed with & paper knife
from the desk there,” the inspec-
tor =aid tersely.

“But—but there isn't any bleood."

“Huappens that way sometimes.
Internal bleeding,” Hunt wvouch-
safed, a shade less coldly than be-
fore.

“Oh! . . . And why Is she hold-
ing that pillow?"

Polly was asking all the ques-
tions that were puzzling me.

“Accident,” the inspector
shrugged. "Must have grabbed it in
falling. They'll pull it out of her
hand when they—er—take her
away."

Grabbed at the pillow in falling ?
My eyes went to the bed-divan
with its heaps of cushions. Neal
didn't like rose. That's why she ha#
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glven me ore of the deep rose pil-
lows, and kept the other hidden—
well hididen—way back in a corner.

To my intense relief Inspector
3arry had no immediate chance of
taking up his “comfortable talk"
with me again after Polly, and with
hin: the remaining press, had left.

First, poor Margot's body was
being removed. Then Hunt pro-
duced Claire, who went into a
graphic reecital of the murdered
woman's past, which led to much
jotting down of addresses, facts
anc approximate dates by Mullins.
And later, just as I thought I was
in for it avain, Dick arrived, sur-
prisingly, accompanied by his fa-
ther.

The old gentleman was in a tow-
ering rage and quite plainly re-
garded Margot Ingalls’ murder as
a direct attack against the exist-
ence of his expected grandchild,
Anyway, he demanded no less than
complete suppression of all publie-
ity concerning it, and came near
having apoplexy “‘.‘mn the inspec-
tor informed him calmly that the
press had alreauy been there and
gone, and the violent end of the
popular authoress would most like-
ly be headlined in the afternoon
papers.

In the end
against me.

It was all my fault. The sister
of his son's wife had no business
to live, all by herself, in this mis-
erable tenement without doorman
or elevator attendant, where any-
one ccnIl walk in from the street
and murder people.

“I won l ﬂilnw it any longer,” he
stormed at me. “Pack your things
and come out M] Impoint with us,
At once! And stay there till this
incredible seandal blows over.

“I'll throw a cordon of guards
around the estate. I won't let a
newspaper or a reporter through
it,” he promised the inspector, and
then threatencd me: “And I'll kill
vou, so help me, if you 'motthc a
word about all this to Dita.’

After a good half hour of rav-
ing he ealmed down and listened to
reason. The eutcome was the de-
cision that Dick should return to
Flmpoint at once, break the news
to Dita as gently as possible, and
induce her to call me on the phone,
g0 that I could Tl]\r over his good
work by acting cheerful and un-
concernoed.

My leaving town and hiding out
in Elm nt was, of course, out of
the question. The police needed me,
Inspector Barry and Hunt assured
the worried old gentleman,

However, they shared his objec-

his wrath turned

tion to my staying in the apart-
ment alone with Rosa, and greeted
with enthusiasm Claive's offer to

move in cuest room, as soon
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as the police were through rane
sacking Margot's possessions for
evidence.

Also, they agreed that the house
service, as it was now, didn't afford
sufficient protectiorn.

Inspector Barry promised that,
from this hour on, no one would be
able to enter, or leave, the Lincolns-
fleld without the knowledge of the
law. The premises were to be
watched, In three shifts, the clock
around and, to make the presence
of the police less obvious, door-
men's uniforms were to he procured
for the watchers. At the expense of
Richard Pearce, Sr.

After all this had been decided,
Dick, his father, Inspectc: Barry
and Hunt all left in a bunch, and
Claire and I sat down before the
fireplace, too exhausted to utter a
word, until, after a while, Rc:a
came in to inquire if we wanted
our lunch in the dining room or to
have it brought to us on a tray.

Talking of food, after the trag-
edy of the morning, actually
seemed a little indecent. But the
very word “lunch” had a reviving
effect and scon we were eating.

Afterwards, when Rosa had re-
moved the trays, we both kicked
off our shoes and curled up—Claire
on the sofa, I in the deep chair op-
posite it, trying to relax and rest
up for the next instalment of the
inquisition, which was sure to come
in the afternoon.

“Nice, refined way to torture, our
police system,” Cliire said drowsi-
ly. “Did you break down and tell
all while T was dinning into the
boys what they ought to write
about Margot ?”

“1 did not,” I boasted. “Hell and’
high water won't make me hand
Decane over to them. And neither
will Hunt Berwick.” .

“Hm, yes. Hunt. Appropriate
name the lod has,” Claire yawned.
“Also a swell physique and a face
you'd love to touch.”

It sounded funny from Claire.
“I'm surprised! YOU falling for our
psychological sleuth!” I teased her
with a weak chuckle, and then,
ashamed of being amused by any-
thing under the circumstances, cud-,
dled deeper into my chair in search
of the ideal position.

Something crackled as 1 moved.
I put my hand down between the
loose cushion and the back of the
chair to sce what had made the.
sound, and suddenly sat up straight,
my stockinzed feet on the floor and
cvery trace of drowsiness gone.

In my hand was a thin sheaf of
letters, held together by an ordi-
nary rubber band. Letters in Mar-
got Ingalls’ familiar band, written
on her cqually familiar thin, sLiff)
notepaper.

(To Be Centinued)
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