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WASHINGTON LETTER.

From our Regular ( orrespondent.

WASHINGTON, May 3, 1897.—The re-
publican members of the Senate
Finance Committee have completed
the work of amending the Dingley
tariff bill, and unless the democratic
members of the committee cause some
unnecessary delay the bill will be re-
ported to the Senate .this week. The
bill bas not heen made publie, but it is
known that it has been awmended in
nearly every schedule, and that as a
rule the ameudments provide for
slightly lowering the duties frow those
in the original bill, although in sowme
cases they are raised. The bill is still
a distinctly republican protective
measure, just as everybody Kknew it
would be, but whether on the whole
it is au improvement upon the original
bill is, of course, largely a watter of
personal opinion. The average re-
publican only asks for a tariff that
will protect all American industries
and products alike,and is not disposed
to haggle over the precise rate of duty
to be iluposed on any particular article
or articles. It is claimed by the
Senators who have framed these
amendients that they are intended to
increase the revenues of the govern
ment without any sacrifice of the
principle of protection.

Senator Frye doesn't believe the
abrogation of the reciprocity treaty
with Hawaii, which the sugar trust is
demanding through its lobby, is pos-
sible. Hesaid: **The representatives
of the sugar trust are now seeking the
abrogation of this treaty with more
than usual energy and activity. They
are deeply interested in abrogation,
and I don’t know of any one else who
18. In their efforts to secure their own
interests they are misrepresenting their
disadvantages to the United BStates
from this treaty and concealing the
advantages. The advuntages are
mwanifold and the disadvantages
small.”

There are few people around Wash-
ington who do not believe that the
annexation of Hawaii is one of the
certainties of the near future. Whether
the recently reported attitude of Japan
towards Hawaii will result in hasten-
ing annexation is yet to be determined.
An official speaking of the matter said:
**This governwent is not alarmed nor
annoyed by the reports of Japanese
restlessness and loud war talk. That
nation has not recovered from its
victory over China yet, and it feels as
if it owns the world. A little bluster
will do no harm to any one, but you
may rest assured that the Japanese
wil! do nothing more than bluster.
After the taliff bill has been disposed

tunity to act upon a treaty providiog
for the annexation of Hawaii. Mean-
while you may be sure that the U. 8.
navy will back Hawaii in enforeing its
imigration laws, against the Japanese
or any other nationality.”

President McKinley touched the
electric button that started the machi-
nery of the Centenial Exposition, at
Nashiville, and later he expects to visit
the exposition in person and to carry
with him as many wmembers of his
cabinet as can go. He has expressed
much interest in the success of the
exposition.

If President McKinley had never
until within the last ten days thought
of annalling sowe of the extensions of
the civil service rules made by Mr.
Cleveland, the facts brought out dur-
ing that tine would have started him
to thinking about it. Testimony
taken by the Senate committee that is
investigating this subject has already
made it plain that the whole thing
was manipulated to the advantage of
democrats and the disadvantage of
republicans, and entirely regardiess of
rhe best interests of the public service
At the last meeting of this comuwmittee
letters were read from Postmaster
General Gary and frow Secretary Long
jin favor of changing, and Public
Prianter Palmer fired this' broadside:
«+As applied to this office (Guvernmnent
Printing Office) which is simply a
great manufacturing plaut, involving
varied branches of skilled laborof high
grade, the civil service rules are, in my
judgment, an obstrucrion rather than
an aid to efficiency and econowmy. lu

has been tendered the position of
Commissioner of Internal Kevenue,
says that he doesn’t want the place
and will not take it unless the exten
sion of the civil service rules to collec
tors and guagers is rescinded.

Becretary Alger has aoolished the
spy systewm of ke-ping the timwe of the
employes of the War Departwent,
which was adopted uader the Cleve
land adwinistration and which has
b.en a source of wmuch irritation to
the esployees. Geueral Alger takes
the ground that a mian who cannot be
trusted to do his duty without being
watched is unworthy of e ployment
by the governwment, or by anvbody
else, and the War Department clerks
will hereafter work on honor.

THE GRECIAN MINISTRY.

=

Mr. Cowles Calls at the White House to Ob-
tain & Denial From the President That
Hopkins Is to Have It.

WasHINGTON, May 1.—Thlere wus a
lively seramble for places at the pie
counter to-day, and President McKin-
ley probably wishes that even foreign
were under the protection of the ecivil
service law. Among the early callers at
the White House this morning was A.
D. Cowles, of Statesville, N. C., who
hax been industrionsly seeking an ap-
pointment as minister to Greece Sowe
of the newspapers are stating with
great positiveness that Dr. Hopkins,of
Atlanta Ga., has been slated for that
place. It was with the purpose of
obtaining a denial of the report that
Mr. Cowles hurried to the Executive
Mansion to-day. He was accompanied
by Claudius Dockery, of Rockingham,
and ex- Representative Cheatham, who
is confident that he is to be made re-
corder of deeds for the Distriet
of Columbia. The President was not
very cowmunicative on the subject of
the Grecian missior, but simply said
that the matter is still under advise-
ment.

The Georgia applicants for appoint-
ment in the foreign service aré not en-
thusiastic over the proposition to ap-
point Dr. Hopkins minister to Greece~
They fear their prospects for recogni-
tion will be greatly diminished if such
a big plum goes to one man. i

There is a lively contest going on
over the appointinent of collector of
internal revenue for the eastern dis-
trict of North Carolina. Senator
Pritcbard is said to favor the appoint-
ment of Carl Duncan, of Beaufort.
The other candidates are William
Martin, B. H. Cozart and James Cheek
of Hillsboro. The term of the incum-:
bent expires some time next month
and although it is understood the in-
cumbent will be allowed to serve out
his termn, the applicants for that office
are mustering their forces and getting
into position for the bitter fight that is
sure to ensure. The contest over the
collectorship in the western district
has not yet assumed a dangerous forw
Messrs. Pledger, Sinythe, DeLon and
afd Colonel Pierce, all aspirants for
consulships, insist npon a wider distri-
bution of (Georgia's share of the foreign
fruit.—Charlotte Observer.

THE TURKS MOWED DOWN.

They Met With Disaster at Velestino—The
Oreck Fletilla Bombards the
Turkish Coast.

| here state that M. Ralli, the new pre-

ATHENS, May 1.—The governwent .
has received dispatches from Pharsalos |

giving details of the battle between
Turks and Greeks, at Velestino. The
Turkish force numbered 8,600, of which
600 were cayalry. The Turks charged

GREEKS STILL PIGHTING.

AN ACCOUNT OF OREEK VICTORY AT

YVILESTINO.

Ureek Filcet Bombarding the Turkish Coast—A
Conference of th ® Powers at Paris Pro-
posed—(reek Parfiament Talks of
Carrying on the War,

ATHENS, May 1.—The government
has received dispatches fromm Pharsa-
los giving details of the battle between
the Turks and Greeks at Velestino.
The Turkish foree pumbered 8,800, of
which 600 were cavalry. The Turks
charged with their cavyalry, but were
wet by the Evzones, posted ou a hill.
An entire Turkisxh regiment was deei-
wated. Four Tuarkish squadroons,
which attempted to charge, were re-
ceived with a combined rifle and
shrapnel fire which mowwed down
several hundred. Fiflty Greeks were
killed and a major and five subalterns
wounded. A detachment of Tarkish
cavalry attemnpted to turn the flank of
the Greeks, but were repulsed after a
heavy cannonading.

A dispatch from Santa Maura, Capi-
tal of the island of that name, off the
west coast of Greece, announces that
the Greek gunboat flotilla, in the gulf
of Arta has bombarded the Turkish
coast near Nicopolis and S8anta Petras.
The Turks fled the dispatch adds.

PARIS, May 1.—All the powers, in-
cluding Germany and Austria, have
agreed that the moment is opportune
to Intervene between Greece and Tur-
key. They are now discussing the
eonditions of such intervention and
appear about to reach an understand-
ing.

Loxpom, May 1.—It s stated semi-
officia]ly that tbe Marquis of ry
has proposed a conference of the pow-
ers at Paris in order to discuss the
means of terminating the war bet ween
Turkey and Greecg. The indieatione
are that the proposition will got be |
hvonﬁly considered by the powers.

PARis, May 1.—Dispatches received

mier to Greece, has intimated willing-
ness to have the powers mediate in the '
contest between Greece and Turkey.
It is further stated that Turkey has
signified her willingness to accept a
war indemnity guaranteed by a tem-
porary surrender of the Greek fleet.

WASHINGTON, May 1.—The Turkish
legation here received the following
caplegram from Constantinople to-
night:

“Marshal Edhemm Pasha telegraphs
that after a fight which took place at
one hour's distance from Velastina our
troops took possession of three for
jresses and of three intrenchwents.
Hefzi Pasha, commander in chief of
the Ottoman forces at Epirus, also
announces that the Hellenes who were
located at Karava-Seria, not being
able to resist the attacks of our troops
were that the summits commanding
the pass of Condjadis also have been
taken by our troops.”

ATHENS, May 1.—6:30 p. m.—The
legislative chamber finally secured a
quorum and held a sitting this after-
noon, great crowds surrounding the
building. The public galleries were
thronged. The new ninisters were
seated on the government bench. M.
Ralli, the new premier, without delay
addressed the house. He said the first
care of the government would be to
re organize the army. Without a re-

organization of the military forces it
. would be impossible to carry oun the

with their cavalry, but were met by |

the Evzones posted on a hill.
tire Turkish regimnent was decimated.
Four Turkish squadrous which at-
tempted to charge, were received with
a combined rifle and shrapuel fire,
which mowed downu several hundred.
Fitty Greeks were killed, and a wajor
and five subalterns wounded. A de-
tachment of Turkish cavalry attewpt-
ed to turn the fiank of the Greeks, but
was repulsed after a heavy ecannonad-
ing.

A dispatch from Santa Meaura,
ital of the island of that nawe off the
west coast of Greece, announces that
the Greek gunboat flotilla in the sulf
of Arta. has bombarded Tuarkish
coast. near Niopolis and Ranta Perras.

cap-

the

my opinion the eivil service rules as . ppo Torks fled. the dispatch adds

promulgated for enforceiuent here
should be modified radically, suspend- ,

ed, or repealed.” Houn. N. B. Scott,

the West Virginia wember of the Re | jmproved.
publican National Committee, whol
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Shelby Aurora: The [so-Thermal
lou at Rurherfordion has been greatly
Mr. Guthrie has added
about 16 new roows.

i of a better fate,
An en- |

The erown
|

war and conclude an honorable peace.
Happily the ariny, which was worthy
maintained its spirit
unnimpaired. The country might rely
npon it with eonfidence. He besought
the legislative chamber and the natlon
to co operate with the government
Meanwhil= the cabinet asked the
chawber to agree to an ad journment

M. Delyaonis, who recently retired
from the post of prewier, said that
there was no need of a vote in the
chauber regarding this subject. There
could be no possible objection to ar
adjoarnwent. 1n the nawe of his par-
ty. he desired to say that all the wew-
bers of the jarty would give their
whole support to the new cabinet as
long as the Tarks oecupied an ineh of
ireek territor Tre ma'n sabject of
their solicitade woald bYe to devise
ways and means to drive the ehewmy
from the country

M. Philaretos said that the princes
onght to be recailed frows the froutier.
rince was evidently too

fatigued to the army. This re

mark was followed by applanse from
the galleries

One of the members of the chamber
expressed astonishment at the reports
of the lack of action on the part of the
(Greek fleet. M. Ralli then confirmed
the detailed reports received covcern
ing the Greek victory at Velestino, In
regard to the movements of the armuy
iu Epirus, he said that the retreat had
been orderly, with the exception of a
partof the infantry, which hal been
infected by a panic originating among
the inhabitants of the villages.

A wotion to adjourn was sdopted.
geveral assent being given M Dely
annis approached M. Ralli at the con-
clusion of the session, the ex prewier
and the new premier shaking hands.

SoF1A, Bajgaria, May 1 —Anarchist
and revolutionary placards, signed hy
the Macedonian socialist revolutionary
party were posted throughout this
city during the night. The printer of
the placards has been arrested.

LONDON, May 1.—A speeial dispatch
fromn Athens announces that the Greek
arwy in Epirus has retreated in thor-
ough order to Arta, where it is await-
ing reinforecewents.

A special dispatch from Athens says
that the reports of the Turkish as
saults on Pharsalos are officially con-
firmed. Continuing, the special dis-
patch says that M. Ralli, the new pre-
mier, continues to advocate and Out
rauce, though he is not averse to an
honorable peace.

CoxsTANTINOPLE, May 1.—Rifizi
Pasha commander of the Turks at
Janina, yesterday telegraphed a re-
port to the effect that the trogpe bad
occupied, after a fight, the heights
commanding the Caravanseral. The
Greeks fled, according to the official
Turkish accounts, by way of Kunu-
zades. Edhem Pasha also sent a tele-
graw announcing that after a serious
fight at Velestino the Turks has cap
tured three forts and four eatrenched
positions, the Greeks retiring to Velo.

ATnExs, May 1.—Special’
received from the fromtier anndounce
officially the evacuation by the Greeks

| of Fillippidia and the subsequent oeo-

cupation of the town by the Turks
It is stated that before the resignation
of the Delyannis cabinet an informal
pruposal, looking to a three days' ar-
mistice, was made through the French,
British and Russian ministers. No re
ply has as yet been received, the pow-
ers evidently awaiting for an official
request.

PARIS, May 1.—Telegrams received
from Athens state that the new win-
istry acknowledge that it will be iwm-
possible for Greece to continue the
war with an ewpty purse and with
discouraged troops.

ATHENS, May 1.—A dispateh from
Arta says that 5000 Greeks under
Colonel Bairastaris are again attacking
Pentepigadi. The Gerwan cruiser

Augusta Victoria has arrived at Phale
ram.

STILL OF FRENCH BROAD RIVER.

Rey. Ki Bud ger Not Strictly Iin I at Present
Writing.
WasHINGTON, May 3. —Senator

Pritchard, accompanied by ex-Con
gressiuan Ewart, called at the White
House to urge the President to ap
point H. A. Gudger to the diplowatic
or consular serviee. The President
said he could not muke any prowises
to Mr. Gudger or his friends ot this
time.

The following foarth class postinas
ters were today appointed in North
Carolina: Clarkton, Bladen couunty,
Sidoney Meares; Bob Good, Halifax
county, Jennie Parker. Peter, Cald-
well county, H. H. Smith; Pembroke,
Chatham, Annie Chapin; Windeor,
Bertie, .. T. Bond.

Presideat McKinley today threw a
wet Blanket over the hopes and aspi
rations of those persons who are ex
pecting early appointmuents to the
consular service throogh Representa
tive Norway, of Ohio, who ealled at
the White Houss. The President
stated that he does not iutena to ke
any further appointweuts io the ouvo-
sular service qulil alter Cougress ad-
journs. This determination is sap
posed 10 be in the interest of prompt
action by the Seoate on the tariff bill.
Mr Northway called to urge the ap-
pointment of Gen. Sampson, of Arizona,
formerly of Ohio, as consul general 1o

Mexico. If the President adberes to
this decision, wany Soatheru Repab
licans who are eager 10 break iuto the
consular service will be solely disap-

.apinul:L

TENNESSEE CENTENMIAL.

The President Set the Wheels Ageing.
NASAEVILLE, Tenn, May 1.—The
Teunessee Centennial Exposition
opened this moming and was largely
attended. The opening ceremonies
began with a civie parade with about
3,000 men in line. The parade acted as
an escort to Governor Robert L. Tay-
lor, who was also accompanied by
State an city officers and his fall staff,
The painide ended at the anditoriam
on the e:pousition grounds where short
cerewnonies were held at 11 o'clock.
Prowptly at noon the machinery on
the exposition grounds was started by
President McKinley, who pressed an
electiic Lultva in the White House
The day was observed as a puglic holi-
day. Among the many guests were
Hon. Adlai E. Stevenson and his party
aund Governor Stevens of Missouri.
WassiNxa™ox, D. C., May 1.—At
exactly five mioutes to one o'clock
this afternoon Presideat MeKinley
touched an electric batton in the
White House which set in motion the
machipery at the Nashrille exposition
and formally epened Tennessee's cen-
tennial exhibition to the world. It
was high noon in the Southern city

when the above interesting event took
place here. There were present be-

sides the President, the members of
the cabinet, the Tennessee congress
ional delegation and several of the

committee of arrangements who cawe
on (rom Nashwville for the event.

Shechan Saye®Tammeny Wil Wia.

BurrvarLo, May 2. —John C. Sheehan
who is here visiting his father, said
today that bhe was confident of 75,000
plarality for Tammany's ticket in New
York next fall. The canvas would be
made on the platform “New York for
New Yorkers.” The Republican Leg-
islature, he said, has made it easy for
Tammany Hall to win by its poliey of
harassing the cities, putting the baur-
den of the Btate tax oo them, and re-
straining she personal liberties of thelr
citizens.”

He did not care, he maid, whether
Tammany's opponents nominated a
fasion ticket or not. It would maks
little difference in the general result.
Purroy, be said, was dead and would-
not be nowinated. Mr. Sheehan looks
for Democratic victories in Brooklyn
and Buffalo as a protest against the
tyranny of the country legislators over
the cities. He had no opinion as to
whether the nominating conventions
would indorse the Chieago platform.

GENERAL NEWS,

In a shoot at Chieago for the Do
poutrophy at 100, birds, Badd.of lowa
defeated Winston of Iondiana, the
holder of the trophy, by a score of &
to 86.

It is annoanced that Major Lewis
(inter of Richmond, Va., has resigned
from the Board of Directors of the
Awerican Tobaceo Company on ae-
count of ill health.

At a late bour last night it was re-
ported that the condition of Col. John
8. Mosby was practically uschanged.
He was conscious all day, but not
even the mewbers of his family were
allowed to see him.

Captain Edward Murphy, formerly
of the Awerica steamer Laurada, was
arrested at Port Antonio Friday oa
his arrival there from New York by
order of the Jamaica Government, on
two charges of Glibustering.

The hog abbattoir of J. B. Bartiett
& Co., in Jersey City, N. J., was
barned last night entalling a loss of
$40.000. The fire spread to Kiosel &
Co's dry dock and a trestie and six cars
of the Jersey Central railroad and did
$20,000 additional damage.

The weekly bank statemment shows
the following changes: Reserve de-
crease §$340.275; loans incrense, $954 500
spocie increase, §206,700; legal tender
l inerease. §77.200; deposiis increase, §2,-
im:_:m-. cirenlation decrease, 360, 100,

The banks now hold $45 915625 in ex-
cess of requirewents

| Chief of Police Flowers of Fayette-

| ville. N. C.. arrested near there Jim,
| Thomas, one of the gaog who held up
|m‘|mbhrdan'ﬂntninnotbo rail-

way Calern. Ala . March #h Jlast and

for whom there is & reward of 00
| Thowmas was sent to Wimington in
| charge of an officer 1o be identified by

| the Express cowpany.




