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WASHINGTON LETTER.

(Regular Correspondent.)

WasHiyoroN, Jan. ' 10.—Help us
modify the civil service law, or we will
_Join hands with the Demdecrats and
repeal the entire law. That, in effeet,
is the notice that the hundred odd
Republican members of the House
who favor modification of this law

“have served upon the other Republi-

can members of the House during the
debate, which is not yet over, There

. has bsen much plain talk on the sub-

jeet, and there will be more, A sam-
ple is the following from Representa-
tive Hepburpe, of lowa: “In some
things, the old systemn at its worst,
was superior to the new. My col-

"leagues in this House know the quali-

fications of their constituents, and in
the selection of candidates for office
have everything at steak. 1 believe

‘that there is greater prohb.bility of

wisdom.in selection and beneticience
in results in the old system than in
this darkened, subterrapean, irre
sponsible method we have fallen into
in this latter time.” Representative
Clark, of N, H., said that he favored
modifieation of the law and was wil-
ling to leave it to the wisdom of the
Civil Bervice Committee as to how
far. but that “any old thing" was bet
ter than the present law. That ecom-
wittce is now considering the bill
introduced last week which corfines
the operatiop of the civil serviee law
to posjtions paying from *i".“” to &1,-
8OO inelusive, and localities where
the emnployes exceed 25 in number,
The treaty for the annexation of
Hawaii was today taken up by the
Senate, and the intention is to hold
daily ‘executive sessions for its consid-
erafion until it disposed of. The
policy of the friends of annexation is
to allow its opponents to do most of
the talking, so to get the
over as soon as possible

to

is

s debate
. in order that
there may be no excuse for delaying'a
It is the general belief that
the treaty will be ratitied,

the apuounesimeut of the n»
Senators who were in doubt of
- for ratification.
The last European nation to take

vole, HOW

owing to
ambor of
their
vole

a
]

place in the line of applieants for a
reciprocity treaty with the U, 8. is
Germany; the country which made a

Liull when the Dingley
lu'luli:;;: that: wa

15

tariilT bill was
promptly called by

Congressd and  President  MeKinlev:
The elause of the tarill that brought
Grermany's [Jl.-!v down to :l:-hi[l;.: for
reciproeity is that whieh fmposes ad
ditional duty upon sugar brought
fromn countries that pay an export
bounuty on sungar. YWhen the German
amoassador requested that reciprocity
negotintions be opened he was in'
fornied that his governmuent must
take the first ' step by :"‘_-;:1'-' eing tore
move the restrictions now imposed
upon Ameriean cattle and beef im
ported into Germany, |
The administration s Jdohyr every-
thing possible to expidite the sending
of foad to the Klondike region..ds the
- President and all the members of the
Cabinet believe- that relief will be
Leeded by the gold seekers before reg-
ular traflic is resnmed on the Yukon
tiver  Awents of the Goverumcut are
now bringing o mumber of reindeer

fromr Norway to carry the tood which

will be ready and on the ground when
f]ll' reindeer get to .\l;lakf\.- .

There is probably no provision of
the Coustitution. of. the U. S. that

furnishes mor
of 1ts makers,

proof of the wisdom
or that is thore reverred

by our people, than

,?lla:;t which pro-
vides for our jadiciary svstem:, Buat
nothing saits the Populists, - except

personal notoriety aud
selves, and Senator
Carolma,
ulist hos g,

gain for them-
Hutler, of North
who aiws at being the Pop-
wants an eutirely new ja-
the udges 1o

eight

diciary systenu,
tad for terins of

l'(" l",('l‘
vears, and has
it rosolution proposing to
alwend the constitution in acecordance
with his ideas. 'There
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postinasters aooounits, bccause of dis-
covered frauds. This system was
adopted during the Cleveland admin-

tion by a committee headed by Repre-
sentative Dockery cf Missouri, and it
was pointed ont at the time that it
was full of opportuuities for fraud.
No less than nine ways in which a
dishonest postmaster could rob the
government have been discovered by
Sixth Auditor Castle. who has thrown
out the systemn and introduced a new
one. The new system was specially
intended to deétect the frauds made
possible by the Dockery system and
althongh it has only been in opera-
tion a week it has done so in a num-
ber of cases. The government was
probably robbed of many thousand
dollars under the Dockery system of
auditing post office money order ae
counts. Anunditor Castle will ask Con-
gress to authorize the employment of
a special foree to go over and eheck up
the old aceounts, believing that the
stolen money can be recovered and
the thieves punished, by securing
proofs of the thefts.

Overpowered by Rats,
Wilkesbarre, Pa., Dispath.

Attacked by several hundred fierce
rats, which swarmed upon him while
he was imprisoned in a parrow space
drom which he eould not escape, Robt.
Crook, of Fairview, a villifige near this
city, fought them until his strength
failed, and, uwuable to beat them off,
fell senseless, He had been terribly
mutilated when he was ' rescued and
his sight had been destroyed.

Mr. Crook, who is a wealthy farmer.
constructed a monester rat trap in the
loft of one of his barus. This trap
was like a big box, Mr. Crook com-
pleted it a week ago, baited it and
then left it to do its work. He found
several hundred rats in the. trap ves-
terday moruing, and thrust his terrier
Spot, into the cage to kil them. The
rats made short work of the dog, kill-
ing aud partly eating liim,

Then Mr. Crook entered the cage
with two elobs, bat soon tried to get
out. He found himeell locked in. ow-
ing to the closing of a door with a
spring lock. He fought until he fell
seuseless,, - and was rescued later by
farmy hands. His ipnjuries may prove
falal.

<

Shipped s Baby In a Box.

Tle express and baggage car foreces
on the Missouri; Kansas & TeXas day
train from Dallas to -Gainsville had a
sarprise that frightened them when
they reached the end of their run at
noon As the train pauiled ocut
of Lewisville a wman, 30 years old,
caushed up with a box, and, handing
it to the express messenger, raid:
Chiristinas

touay.

“Here'sa delayed
ent forithe station agent
ville. Haudle it carefully
‘break or injure it,”

Placinl: the box on the
floor, the stranger huarrie
box, & conmnon cracker-box, was.care
fully nailed up, with a number of
holes in the top end. It was placed in
asafe spot to its journey of
“about 100 miles. bzrore reaching
(Gainesville the ear forces were startled
emerging from the box. 1t
sounded like the distressed voice of a
chi:d. The
there-trv ™
days old
fortably dressed and packed in the
box so carefully’ as to be protected
{from harmn h the box should be dam
aged. The city officials placed the
:In.T‘z.n the ur;nh:m
Dispa‘eh, Dee. "\th

prés
at GGaines-
£0 as not to

exXpress car
d away. The

Zo on
Just

by a ery
box was

pretty girl
The

baby, a few

ouly. chiid was com

Two ol the Radbbi s Dead.

Two of tie rabbits Inocu’ated by
Drs. Crooks and Turner at Astiv-Coo
per h\i:ipii-'li. G reeasboro, W ilff'l the
spinal column of the dog snspected of
having rabies died on last Friday night.
One of them died with pywenia, a spe-

istration as the result of an investiga-

| eharge.

opened-—ard’

howe.—Dallas
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ANDREWS IN CONTEMPT.

Refused to Tell About Judge
Simonton’s Case,

DID S, OTHO HAVE SPECIAL RATES.

The Now Commissioners Wnntpom.lb a
Test case to Try the law—Neo
Criminal Proresdings In-
~ tended,

RAaLEIGH, N. C., Jan. 8.—[Special]
—The session of the railway commis-
sion today was very interesting. Vice-
President Andrews of the Southern
was subpoenaed to appear and pro-
duee the stubs of pass books, He ap-
peared and was asked if he bad issued
auy free passes this year. He said yes,
but none except as permitted by the
railway commissions act, and his com-
pany was determined not to issue any
in ﬁv'ola.tion of that aet.

Charman Caldwell asked Andrews
the direct question if he did not ten-
der Judge Simontoun a palace car, to
be deadheaded over North Carolina.
Andrews declined to answer the
Caldwell then told him he
was in contempt.

This examination was followed by
one of John Munson, division frieght
agent of Southern. He, also, declined
to answer the question whether the
Southern hed given Railwayl Comnuis-

to Round Knob. Munson's declina-
tion was upon the ground that the an-
swer might be used in eriminal  pro-
ceedings. He was thercupon attached
for contempt,

Chairman Caldwell says he expects
Munson to apply for a writ of habeas
corpus. Caldwell says the testimony
s2cured by the cowmmission would noi
be used in eriminal prosecation of An-
drews or Munson as agents, but is to
test the validity of the railway com-
mission act as to the acts of agents of
f,he railway companies.

Agents R. L. Potts and Henry Mil-
ler were examined also and gave the
same answer as Muanson. The cowm-
mission eites Andrews, Miller, Munson
and Potts to appear next Thursday
and show cause why they shouln not
attached for ('fmtempt. '

ROMANCE OF THE KLONDYKE.

A Hero of the Diggins Marries a Pretty Nows-

paper Waman.

“Nigger Jim,” a white Southerner,
is the hero of the hour at Dawson.
Last Nov. he acquired fame by com-
pelling Barkeeper Lord to divalge, at
the pistol's pointy the hiding place of
$22,000, which Lord was accused of
Of this amount $8.000 be-
longed to **Jim.™

A party just arrived at Juneau re-
ports that *Jim” celebrated the re-
covory of his wealth by marryving an
aceomplished young newspaper wo-
man. who arrived in September repre-
senting St. Loais and hansas City pa-.
pers. Late arrivals do not remember
her name, but say she attracted atten-
tion by her style and the werring of a
very heavy fur coat. She will be one |

stealing.,

as all of “Nigger Jim's” clalius are pro—
dtweh D -
W hile many coasf-bound miners

were crossing the sumiit of Chitkoot
Pass in the teeth ofa blinding blizzard,
tremendous avalanches of ice and
snow came thuodering
mountain side above Narrow I‘ct‘ilv.
through which the miners passed. It/
covered Burn's Tramway and eight
tons of provisions. On the other side |
of the summit a glacier broké away,
while the storm was raging,
sleds and outfits of several parties.
The McDorald brothers lost an outfit
worth §1,000.
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A New Form of Stealing Mosey Order Funds
Discovered:

WasHINGTON, Jan. 7.—Aunditor Cas-
tle of the P. O. Dep't., has discovored
irregularities in money order accounts,
which may possibly result in a loss to
the government of a considerable sum.
They were brought to light as the out-
come of a new system of checking ac-
couuts by postmasters, which went in-
to effect on the first of the year.

Several cases have ‘already been de
tected as orders issued for as high as
$30 and $100, were reported by the is-
sning postmasters as one and two dol-
lars each. How many such frauds
were ‘perpetrated during the three
years in whieh the old system was in
operation con only be guessed at. ' An
examwination of the 100,000,000 money
orders issued during that time could be
made, the auditor believes, by 100 men
in a year, and if the rate of fraudulent
orders just discoyered continues he
thinks it might be well to do this
How much the government has lost
will not be determined unless such an
examination is made.

Penelope—Where and What it 1s,

I have waited for some one to write
it up, but as no one has done so I will
endeavor to tell where it is and what
the people in and around it have done
and are doing.

This little village is situated on the

W. N. C. Railroad, about three miles
west of Hickory. It has a post office,
one small store, an academy, a Bap
tist church; not yet completed, also a
Methodist church within a few hun-
dred yards of the post ®ffice. It has
several nice dwelling houses. The
lands are well adapted to growing
crops of anything that 'can be grown
anywhere in the State. The health
‘of our community is good. We have
the best of water; plenty of wood for
lnmber and fuel. .
i iThe 1mnorals of the ecommunity are
above the average, We have no bar
roomn anywhere near us, hence we
seldom see a druk. mmn.
of our section are noted for their piety
and good fellowship. We have preach-
ing and Sabbath school every Sab
bath which are well attended by both
old and young, and all seem to enjoy
'School and chuireh eervice.
The Methodist have an organ but ne
select choir, but all participate in the
singing.

Any person wishing a good country
home will do well to purchase one in
or near our little village. In this
place isa gocd qualizy of clay for
brick makiog. There are two public
roads leading to this place. There is,
within two miles, a good shoal on the
South Fork river with sufficient water
power to run a large will. We wonld
gladly welecome any one who will
come and settle in oar community
and help us build up our section mor
all¥y and financially.

Would-like to have some conscien

| ise him much

uf the l'dleat women in the Klondike, 1

down the

buarving |

crous physician come and
home with us. We could
cash, h[it
| have we would give hiih.

make his
pot prom
such -a« we

M-A.

_Street Car Compeny Indicted.
llmrln’!i- Ghserver.
!' ASAEVILLE. Jan. 0.—The crand
jury of the Cirenit Court returned o
true bill egainst the Asheville Street
‘Railway Company for issuing a free
phass. The bill charges that the com
pany gave undue preferenc: rnd ad
vantage to W. A, H:ldebrand, report
er on th» Citizen, by giving him free
transportatio:r over i.s lmes The
granl! jury ignored the hill against
. the Youthern Railway Cowpany in
{ which J. P. Kerr, of the Citizen Com
| pany, wasa witness. The contract
between the newspaper aund the rail
rood was explainel to the body,
which stortly After mcturned “‘mota
true bill.”

World's Largest Male.

The largest mule in the world arriv-
ed in Chicago last Saturday, \aud s
staying at the stock yards for a short
The animal is bound for Lou
don, where it is to becowe the star ot -
traction in & menazere,
doubtless be placarded as

time.

wl it | w
53:: l.i L 3

Awerican wule.”™ The roole is 18!
inches bhigh, and welghs
{pdunlm It is nine vears oid,

b

animal was found on ity “nalive
in southwesiern Missouri.

The people |

KANNA IS ELECTED.

Denocnm 1 Man,

REPUBLICAN ON THE CH

I »

The Mayor of Clovsland Selected for the Yoo
tes of the Combine—No Other Man Would
Do—The Vote Today Elects Henna.

Corvmsus, O., Jan. 11.—After be-
ing in oonimnee all night the Demo-
cratic caucusses agreed on Mayor R.
E. McKisson; of Cleveland, as the only
Republican proposed whom - tlny
woald su pport for Senator. |

The uame of Msyor McKisson was
then suggested. The Demccrats de-
manded to know whether McKissom
was a free silver man, and not content
with the assurance of Meyers and
other leaders of fasion, they sent for
McKisson. When Lthat gentleman ap-
peared he made a speech to the caucus
in which he said in substance:

“Publicly and before the people, I
am and must Lbe a Republican, but K
assure you and pledge you that if
elected to the United States Senate by
this fusion, 1 will start upon the Chl-
cago platform.”

This pledge was satisfactory and the
caucus declared for McKisson for both
the long and the short term,

Both branches of the Legislature
met at 10 a. m. The name of Marcus
A. Hanna was presented by Represen-

Smith of Delaware, The name of
Mayvor Robort E. McKisson of Cleve-

Bramley. When the result of the bal-

Kisson 49, scattering 3, Speaker Mason
announced that Marcus A, Hanna,
havinz received a majority of the
votes of the House, was the choice of
that body for the short term. A bal-
lot was then taken for the long term
and resulted: Hanna 56, MceKisson 49.

In the Senate the vote stood 19 for
McKisson and ‘17 for Hanna., This
gives Hanna the requisite 73 votex
for Lis election.

PASSENGER TRAIN ROCKED. |

Glass Smached and & VOI!“-LI‘Y Roecelived

Injuries.
Charlotte News,

Rock throwers got in some good’
work on the C. C. & A. road last night
No. 38, the porth bound passenger
train that reached Charlotte at 8:20
o'lock was rocked ata pointa few
miles belpw Chester. The train was
running about 40 miles an - hour when
the passengees in the first class car
were startled by the smashiogof a
window pane,
Ellison, of Winnsboro, was sitting in
the seat near the glass when the misils
was hurlel. Several pieces of the
shattered pane struek her in the faee.
cutting several gashes.

When the train reached Chester, the
einress messenger informed the con-
ductor that the expresscar had been
struck and from bhis statemnent it was
clearly evident that the SAINEe Person
threw both stones.

Heretofore, the Southern in their
investigation of such aects have found
that «hildren are usually the guilty
ones in :-ch-eases. Last night's ex-
perience will convines the railroad peo-
ple thut ¢ thers are guilty of thiserime.
The s*one that strick  the express ear
made a de «d indention, showing that
it was thrown with more {force than a
child conld command.

The Ne vs reporter learns that thls
is not 1he first experience of this kind
at the placs nanwd. Several times of
1ste rocks bave been thrown at pas-

senz r trains, but ap to last nodlm.
aze had been done.

A House and ltnu Burted.
Special to the Observer.

who lives near the All Healing school,
lost Lis house and most all of his far~
nitare by fire Tuesday night last. There
was $600 insuranes, A small store and
stock of goods near’by were also burn-

Saisbary Worlkd:
R has a remwarkable eitizen in lLe Person
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GO PLATFORM,

tative Lelland and seconded by T. R, ,

land was presented by Representative

lot was announced as Hagna 56, Me-

A youog lady, a Miss -

Gastonia, Jan. 6.—Mr. Heary Bakeér, -

Rowan county
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