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WASHINGTON LETTER.

(Regular Correspondent.)
WasHINGTON, Feb. 7, 1898 —Repre-
sentative Baocock, of Wisconsin,
whose able inanagement was a potent
factor in the Republican Congressional
victories of ''M and '9‘!: is again to be
chairman of the Republican Congres-
sional Campaign Committee, and rep-
resentitive Mercer, of Nebraska, who
was his able lieutenant in the last
campaign, is to be reelectéd secretary
of the committee. It is complimen-
tary to these gentlemen that in the
reorganization of the committee for
this year's emmpaign, no other names
have been mentioned for their posi-
tion. Notwithstanding the hoodoo
which has 8o often resulted in the de
feat of the party in power nt the first
Congressional election after the in-
stallation of the new administration,
the members of the Republican cowm-
mittee are preparing to enter the com-
ing campaign with a determination to
win, and the full expectation that the
intelligent sentiment of the country is
behindfhe Republican paolicy that is
giving back prosperity to the country,
Not a single Senator who has spoken
against the ratification of the treaty
for the annexation of Hawaii has pre-,
sented a convincing argument against
annexation; consequently those Sena
tors who were for a time in donbt
have w-ﬁr!y all announced their inten
tion to vote for annexation, the
ratification of the treaty is as
sured when & vote is tuken. Knowing
thiz, Senator Davis, who as

and
now

chairman
relations
patientiy
waiting until its opponents have been
given an opportunity to say

of the comumittee on foreign

has eharge of the treaty, is

their say
before taking any steps to foree a vote.
President Dole has started for home,
butihe will make several stops on his
way to Ban Francisco, from which
port he expeets to sail on or about the
22nud inst, Every effort to et him to
talk the pending annexation
I.rn';\ll_)', for publication, failed, owing
to his correct

abount

ideax of propriety,
During his stay in Washington, Mr. |
ole proved

T LTI,

hituself to be a gentle-

a scholar, and a statesman,
whom every patriotie Aherican  will
be #lad to welcome as a fellow citizen.

The President and mhembers of the
cabinet are loth to aceept the general
shutting out
American fruits, even partially, ana in
threatening. to shuat

idea that A<rermany, in

out American
horses, is aecting upon a general
of taritl retalliation, but if the

1
e

plan
official
shall
action will
to
rermany.

investieation now beinge
show that such ig the case,
be taken that will be

deep regret on the part

Nure

of

Canseae

No country on carth is 80 well tixed to |

play the game of commereial retallia-
tion as the United States, Our am
has already
ui\‘r-n the German goverument a hint
of our willing to play the game with
any country that makes the first move
against us, and the indieations
that the hint will be sufficient
vinee the Kaiser of
prudence

bassador to

(rermany

aré
to con
of

the wisdom

The changing of Hon. Ethan
Hitchecoek, of Ma,, frcm U. S, minister
to 17, B, Russia, by
President MeKinley has no particular
significance, politieal or otherwise.
It was done at the request of Russia,
and was in accordance]with the poliey
adopted by the U, 8. a few vears ago.
to raise our mwinisters to the rank of
ambassadors, in all countries that de-
sired to send ambassadors to the
United States. The presence of an
ambassidor at a foreign capital, gives
the U. 8. more prededence than can
possibly be gotton by a minister, ow
ing to the striect observanee of diplo-
matic etiquette in those countries,
whic enables an ambassador from
any little ten cent country to outrank
a winister from the U. 8., or anyother
large and powerfal country, and con-

sequently to have precedence of him
everywhere.

Allen

ambassaddor to

It having been shown to the satis-
faction of the Senate Post Office Com-
1mittee, that the charge against Mr. E.
H. Bemus, nominated to be postmas-
ter at Jamestown, N. Y., and Repre-
sentative Hooker, whose recommenda-
tion brough about the nomination, of
haviug used money and a position on
the House pay rotl to secure the re-
tirement of a  rival candidate, were
vothing more then an attempt to keep
the dewmocratic
town, in office, the committee exoner-
ated Representative Hooker and Mr.

postmaster of that |

Bemus, by favorably reporting the
nomination of the latter to the Senate.
Representative Boutell, of IllL, has
the distinguished honor of being the
first wember of the present House to
be renominated. His nomination was
by acclamation, too. Pretty good for
a man who is serving his first term.
Senator Lindsay’s declaring of inde-
pendence of the silverites of the Ken-
tucky legislature, and denial of their
right to ask him to resign, would have
hpressed more people than it did,
had he not preceded it bya vote for
the Teller resolution, thus indicating
a desire on his part to throw a sop to
the silver element of his state. The
man who voted for the Teller resolu-
tion need not expect to be believed
when he says he is  honestly opposed
to the free coinage of silver. i

S8pecial to the Observer

Washington, Feb. 5.—*"There is hard-
ly the shadow of a foundation,” said
Mr. Clarence Call, chairman of the
eighth Republican congressional dis-
triet of North Carolina, ‘‘for the state-
ments made by Mr. Mott, diserediting
Senator Pritechard’s leadership in the
Senate. I know zomething about Re-
publican sentiment in the western part
of tha State, and I know that exactly
the contrary is true. Senator Priteh-
ard is stronger to-day with both Re-
publicans and Populists than at any
tirue since the fusion movement start-
ed in the State. The effort (0 get him
out of the Secate and on the District
Court bench was situply an attempt to
destroy the party organization by put-
ting Russell and Butler in charge of it.
Had it succeeded, the next campaign
would have been a faree, and it is the
same way about the alleged opposition
of Judge Ewart's confirmation. It is
all in the air and has been manufac-
tared in Washington and in Raleigh.
There is hardly a Republican of any
standing in the western district who
does not heartily approve of his ap-
puiutmeu't. Our people admit Judge
Ewart's ‘n.hility, covrage and metal, and
we all believe, without regard to party,
that his success on " the bench in the
western distriet will save both the gov-
ernment and individuals thousands
and thousands of dollars in the dispos-
ition of a long accumlated business,
owing to the sickness of Judge Dick.
His appointinent is not only setisfae,
tory to the Republicans, but it is high-
ly approved.”™

Speaking generally of the political
situation in the western section of the
State, Chairmman Call said: *“*The eivil
seryiece law is the greatest peril that
now confronts the Republican party,
and unless something is done about it
so that Republicans can get the oflices
there will be trouble, and lots of it
The the subject in the
mwountain counties is so bitter and in-
tense that it borders madness,
Hateful as are the internal revenue
laws ta our people, the civil service
law is ten fold more odious,

“There is a good deal ofwild talk,” he
said, “‘about Mr. Linney's re-nomina-
tion for Congress, but if Mr. Linney
wants the nomination he will get it
The Re-
publicans in the eighth distriet thoro-
ughly endorse his position on the civil
service law and his vote for the Teller

feeline on

on

without serious opposition.

| rese ation."—Charlotte Observer.

Cupid breaks his bow at the sight of
a face full of pimples. Hollow cheeks,
sunken eyes, and a sallow cowmplexion
will defy his best intentions. Beauty
is more than skin deep. The skin is
merely the surface on which is writ-
ten in plain characters the condition of
the body. Dr, Pierce’s Golden Med:-
cal Discovery is good for the complex-
jon bacause it makes the whole body
healthy it clears and parifies the blood,
makes the digestion strong and clears
out impurities of all Kinds. By in-
ereasing the ability to assimilate pu-
tritious food, and by the infusion of
its own ingredients it enriches the
bicod and so makes solid, healthy
flesh. It cures diseases of the langs,
liver, stomach, bowels, skin and sealp,
simply because all these discases spring
from the same cause—a disordered dig-
estion and consequent impure blood.
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Seckers after gold are often disap-
pointed. Seekers after heaith take
Hood's Sarsaparilla and find it meels
every expectation.
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OHIO BRIBERY CHARGES.

THERE SEEMS VERY LITTLE IN THEM.

What is Seld in Regard- to The Charges
' by Many Exchanges.

The female stenographer destroyed
her notes.—Hamilton News.

The bribery—fake bubble at Colum-
bus bids fair to explode at an early
date.—Geauge Republican.

Really, we gave Allen O. Myers cred-
it for being a more skillful plotter than
the Gibson House aflair shows him wo
be.—Hamilton News,

The whole charge of vote buying by
Senator Hannpa is too transparent to

require argunment for its refutation.—
Cincinnati Commercial Tribune.

The wonder and the humiliation of
it is that sach creatures as this fellow
Myers find it possible to secure politi
cal preferment.—Kansas City Journal.

Allen O. Myers seems disturbed
about his character. Allen shouldn’t
let a little thing like that bother his

serenety. — Cincinnati Commercial
Tribune.

The people of Ohio believe that the
so-called investigation at Columbus is
a farce, hence they are takiog very

little interest in it,—Toledo Commer-
cial,

The fact is Myers and his gang knew
they were guilty of attempted bribery
and hoped by bringing counter char-

ges to avert suspicion.—Middletown
Journal.

The Ohio enemies of Mr. Hanna, not
content with making themselves odi
ous, are now engaged in making them-
selves ridiculous.—kansas City Jour
nal,

Nothing will come of the reported
charges of bribery against Senator
Hanna. No one believes for a minute
that there was anything in the charge
in the first place.—Columbds Grove
Vidette.

Charges of brivery, coming from
such men as those who undertook to
defeat Hanna, are unworthy of serious
consideration unless they are backed
by evidence.—Kansas City Star.

It now remains fu: the Kartz-Myers
conspirators to cease disgusting the
people with an attempt to prolong the
programme after the audience is dis-
missed.— Winton County Republican.

Senator Hanna lLizs been the object
of a vast amount of wholly unwarrant-
ed abuse and villifieation, but he has
routed his enemies and he will justify
the confidence of his friends.—Omaha
Bee.

The investigation going on at Col-
umbus is verily like fishing. It is easy
to fish, but fishing does not land the
fish., This inveatigzation is all right,
bat it will not prove anything,—Ma-
rion Transcript.

" *The bribery invc-tigation ean never
command respect. T'he committee is
packed—four enemies of Hanna to one
friend. 1t is almost prima facie evi-

1 dence that the charge is a fake.—Me-

Connellsville Herald.

Sowe of the people who are engaged
in the attempt to conviet Senator
Hanna of bribery will ao well to keep
the way open between themselves and

the smoothest road leading from the
| penitentiary. —Caldwell Republican.

Whatevéer one may think of Mr.
) Hanna and his political wethods, one
can have no sympathy with the con-

the Ohio Legislature that sought to
defeat him by combining with the
Democrats.—Indianapolis News.

The committee which is to investi-
gate the bribery charges consist of
seven members uanfriendly to Senator
'Hanna and three who take onlya
'languid interest in the proceedings
Mr. Hanna has been sworn in, howev-
er.-—Dayton Press.

Allen O. Myers became real angry
when Sepator Jim Garfield insinuated
that he had been doing crooked work.
Bat, strange as it may seem, Allen's
loss of temper has not convineed any
one that he is not the dirtiest politi-
cian in the State.—Niles Newn.

The Ohio legislature packs the com-
wittee it charges with the duty of in-
vestigating Senator Hanna's election
with enemies of the  Semator, makes

umdhmww

duet of the Republican members of |

| chairman, and theni:llthely hopes to

have its investigation trcated with re-
spect.—Albany Journal

It seems to us that, if the men who
bave been abusiog and persecuting
Senator Hanna for mounths, had any
decency or rbame, they would cease
their miserable work. They may an-
noy the Fenator a little but they can-
pot injure him among those whose

opinipns are worth having. —Norwalk
Reflector. |

The desperate efforts to beat Mark
Hanna for the Senate, and at any cost
to get a silver man into the Senate to
fiill the seat John Sherman so long
honored, was a part of this silver eru-
sade, and it was carried on with mon-
ey and malice and every evidence in
policy and performance of eriminal in-
tention.—Brooklyn Standard-Union.

Mr. Hanna's Ohio enemies failed in
their effort to make Senator Jones, of
Ark., chainnan of the Democratic
National Comumittee, ther agent on
the floor of tne U. S. Senate to the ex-
tent of offering and pressing a resola-
tion against Mr. Hanna's right to his
seat. When Senator Jones asked for
evidence to support such a resolution
and none was produced he declined
having anything to do. with j&—Ash-
land Gazette.

*That investigation of Senator Han
na's method of getting into the United
States Senate,” said Mr. R. J. Flick, of
Cleveland, at the Wellington, ‘‘makes
wost people in Ohio a little bit weary,
Nobody—I am speaking of those not
Mr. Hanna's sworn enemies—believes
that the thing was started fer any
purpose other than spite, and I guess
they hope to see it fall flat, if they take

any interest in it at all.”"—Washington
Post, |

Of all the farces ever enacted at Co-
lambus, the so-calied Seuatorial in-
vestigation is entitled' to the prize.
The committee is a packed one, and as
such cammands no respect. It as
suwmes inquisitorial powers, claiming
the right to drag in witneésses and
compelling them to apswer questions
pertinent and impertinent, without
the advice of attorneysa. That such
committees can and do assume to act
is a disgrace to the State.—Mt. Vernon
lepublican.

It is to. be expected ithat the Dem-
ocrats will say that Semator Hanoa
bribed hissway through the legislature.
According to Democratic testimony
that is the way Democratic Senators
and aspirants have done for years, and
they Jdesije to reduce the Republican
Senators to their own level. It will
take harder lying than they practiced
against Mr. Hanna throughout the
last two campaigos, in which they
were iguowiniously exposed.—Conti-
nenfal News,

That it is a set-up job by the allied
conspirators is quaite probable, and
bears the earmarks of Allen O, Myers,
whose is a clerk at the Gibson
House, Cincinnati, where the charged
attempt at bribery is said to bave ta-
ken place. It is pot a difficalt matter
for unprincipled men to falsely person-
| ate other parties, either by ‘'phone or
| telegraph, and there is rround to sns
| pect that that is what was done in

this instance. The desperate game
! will not win.—Warren ( hronicle.

sOn

Disgusting as is the coneceit of the
breed of McKissons, it is not their dar
’ kest offense. In an hour t1hev will
| change their political views, as di(.;tht'
“mayor of Cleveland by Lis own pub
' lished counfession.’ To get the office
he turns bis back upon his past pro-
fessions and goes into the Dewoeratic
couference and practically indorses
the Chicago platform. He is not
abashed He is after the seunatorship
and there could be no sort of political
chicanery he would not practice to
obtain it.—lndianapolis Journal,

The committee is makiog out- a fine
case about Hanna's attempted bribery
of Representative Otis, through the
agency of one Mr. Boyce has got away
from them, although they had him
shadowed by two detectives, and they
say they don’t know where to find
him. This Mr. Boyee is unknown to
Mr. Hanna, Mr. Dick, and the others
who were at Hanna headquarters, and
they deny that be was their agent.
They also are trying to find him, with
but faint hopes of success. It lcoks as
if this Mr. Boyce was employed to do
pear.—Mount Vernon Republican.
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CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATIONS.
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Person Examined Is st the Mercy of the One
Whe Marks Papers.
Washington Post.

Editor Post: In the discussion of
the civil service law, both proand con,
1 bave read with much interest what-
ever what The Post has said in the
matter, and am pleased with its entire
fai In my opinion the wain and
only real objection 1o the system, as is
now in foree, leaving out of the matter
all of its political beariogs, has not
been sufficiently discussed, indeed,
scarcely mentioned.

I refer to the system of marking, or
ascertaining by the examioation pa-
pers the real fitness of the applicant
tor the place he seeks.

The applicant answers, in writing,
the fixed questions submitted to him
by the examiners, often under the
most embarrassing and unfavorable
conditions, and under cast-iron rules
and regulations, load«d down with red
tape, which were apparently deyised
by the veriest martinet who ever dis-
graced the government service.

These questions and answers are
submitted to the proper officials, who
mark on each the value or merit, by a
prescribed system, and so determine
the candidate’s fitness or unfituess for
a position in the government serviece,
These officials, who grade the examin-
ation papers, are supposed to be schol-
arly persors, and on their dictam the
fate of the applicant haogs, during
the lingering eternity it requires them
to reach and look over them. .

There are usually many f(acts bear-
inronone’s fitness for an appoint-
went not ascertained or appareutly
cared for by the civil service law in
their ‘“‘school-boy" style of examina-
tion. Of such facts the examiners
have no knowledge, or, if{ they have,
are not allowed to give them weight
in their verdiet. They have before
them the cold statement of question

must grade the applicant.

In wmany instances, indeed, in most
of them, the questions have no possi-
ble bearing on the special matter and
should be allowed to grade the general
intelligence of the applicant only.

The faect that an applicant has been
for vears practically engaged in domng
the identiecal stvie of work he seeks to
do for the government, and has dem-
onstrated his ability under the keen-
est sort of commercial competion, and
can offer the highest testimonials
from former employers, “‘cuts no iee,”
as the boys say, in the civil service,
He may be able to demonstrate his
ability to do the required work in a
way equal to the most expert man in
the services, but nnless he ean show in
his examination papers why H-} Y is
equal to Q, or state the height of one
of the Himnalaya moontains, he will
be turned down as “ineligible.”

Many of the best and fittest of the
applicants fail to get the eligible ma~k,
simply becanse they have allowed
their school boy recollection of almost
useless things to lapse into a condition
of innocuous desuetude. Indeed, it is
a fact, patent to alimost every one who
.has ha! ceeasion to investigate, that a
Pright boy of fifteen or sixteen, fresh
fromw his high school studies, can pasy
with flying colors almost any examin-
ation in the ciril service, while the
oldest and most experienced of the
government employes would lose thelr
places, if required to hold or lose them
by taking the required examination.

I donot bLelieve that any of our
Cabinet officers eould pass muster for
a $900 rlerkship if required to run the
ganntlet of the civil service. | mean ne
disrespect to 'hese gentlemen, only
the impracticable method of gmadiog
applicants justifies the statement. No
business house or commercial eorpor-
ation would think of choosing its em-
‘ployes by such a method.

One government officer, himself a

experience, and whose record shows
him second to nooe in the knowledge
of his work, happens to be one of the
board of loeal examiners in another
State. He tells the writer that be
would not be rated &s an *‘eligible™ i
he was required to pass the sehool boy
examination, but that his fifteen-year-
Yold son could pass for almost any or-

1 bej in civil service reform on

3l a lot of alterations in its meth-
T. H. Cranxs,

-

and answer, and from them alone they |

trusted employe of over twenty years”

by

.

"

-

principles, but it certainly




